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What’s in Your Glass? 
By Mary-Lynne Morgan 

 

That was the question of the evening when Perry De-
cola, General Manager of Environmental Services for 
the City of Belleville, gave his presentation on the 
history of drinking water and Belleville’s drinking 
water in particular. Perry began his talk by indicating 
that as far back as 1500 BC, the Greeks and Egyp-
tians filtered their water to remove suspended parti-
cles. The medieval Venetians used sand for this pur-
pose. However, in the early days of Belleville, people 
took their water directly and unfiltered from the Bay 
of Quinte. Over the years, industrial, agricultural and 
population activities caused the quality of the Bay 
water to degrade, which in turn necessitated changes 
to the treatment of that water. 

The first water supply system for the City of Belle-
ville, which pumped water from the Bay via steam 
pumps located at the present site of the Water Treat-
ment Plant, was constructed by an American firm in 
1886–87 and operated by them as a private enter-
prise. This initial system, composed of 16 miles of 
mains, valves and hydrants, cost $225,000, and its 
primary purpose was to provide fire protection. By 

1899, the City of Belleville purchased the waterworks 
at a cost of $184,000, making it a public utility. 

In 1911, the first electric pump was installed, and by 
1912, the system had been extended to 17 miles of 
mains, 230 hydrants and 2300 services, all made out 
of galvanized iron pipe. Water rates were both flat 
rates and metered rates. It cost the average homeown-
er $5. per year, but if you had a bathroom, you paid 
$7. Metered rates were 10 to 30 cents per 1,000 gal-
lons. In 1918, the system was fully electrified, with 
four additional electric pumps installed, but that did-
n’t solve all the problems. The basic issue with water 
is this: in wine there is Truth; in beer there is 
Strength, but in water there is Bacteria! It wasn’t until 
1919 that the City first started to treat its water with 
chlorine which was not universally accepted, but was 
a necessary evil to prevent mass illness from contam-
inated water.  

Once the water was safer to consume, more demand 
followed, so in 1923, a 30-inch raw water intake pipe 
made of 30-inch riveted steel pipe in 30 foot lengths 
was constructed.  By 1922, the average amount of 
water being pumped per day was almost 2 million 
gallons. Increased demand led to an enlarged pump 
house in 1924, but it was soon recognized that al-
though there was chlorine for treatment, further ef-
forts were required to improve the quality of the wa-
ter, so in 1929, a filtration plant was begun and com-
pleted by 1931. This new plant had a capacity of 4 
million gallons a day, with a clear well storage of 
250,000 gallons. It was realized that the population of 
Belleville would continue to grow, so provisions 
were made in the substructure to double the filter ca-
pacity—a very wise move! To the delight of all pre-
sent, Perry used audience participation to illustrate 
the four processes involved in the filtration process: 
coagulation, flocculation, sedimentation and finally 
the straining process. 

He noted that it was February of 1937— just over 
eighty years ago—that the City established the Public 
Utility Commission by amalgamating the Belleville 
Waterworks, the Belleville Gas Works and the Hydro

Speaker Perry Decola explained the theory of treatments by 
using audience participation at the presentation.   
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-Electric Commission. From this time on, employees 
worked on a 24-hour shift rotation basis. But it was 
only in 1938 that the City installed a telephone ser-
vice to the water plant!  

By this time, the earliest parts of the original water 
plant were starting to need serious remediation. The 
1950s saw major improvements to the four original 
filter boxes and the facility itself with the addition of 
an office for the superintendent, additional filters and 
a lower level, high lift diesel pump. In December of 
1956, a new silo-style elevated water storage tank 
came into service which replaced the original 1887 
standpipe. 

The years 1958 and 1959 saw the addition of two 
new settling basins and four micro strainers. In addi-
tion, a 2-inch water service for water truck sales was 
installed to deliver water to outlying rural areas and 
homes with new swimming pools. Further expansion 
of pumps and filters continued in the 1960s. This ex-
pansion was important because it allowed the city to 
grow, which it did rapidly in the 1960s and 1970s.   

However, although the City increased its ability to 
pump water, the water pipe sizes did not increase, so 
even with all the extra horsepower, the actual rate of 
water flow did not improve because of what is called 
“friction loss.” It was not uncommon in this era for 
major plants to call to see if they could have a specif-
ic amount of water pumped their way for a given pro-
ject that day! The only way to solve this problem was 
to increase the diameter of the primary transmission 
water mains themselves, which the City embarked on 
in the mid-1960s. This new 24-inch primary main 
carried more water than the 16- and 18-inch mains 
combined! As a result of this increased water flow, 
the City saw over 40 major developments occur in 
the 1960s.   

In the 1970s, the east end 2.5 million gallon Pine 
Street Reservoir was built to accommodate east end 
residential and industrial development. Also in 1975, 
a 36-inch intake pipe was constructed to bring more 
water into the Treatment Plant by the Bay.  

It wasn’t until the 1990s that the Thurlow Pumping 
Station on Adam St. was completed, which enabled 
water to be pumped to the Cannifton area. In 1992, a 
line to Rossmore provided city water, and a Zebra 
mussel intake system was installed to counteract the 
restriction in water flow caused by millions of Zebra 
mussels attaching themselves to the openings of the 
intake pipes.   

But the major change came in 1991 when the deci-
sion was made by the City to rehabilitate and mod-

ernize the Water Treatment Plant. It was struggling to 
treat the water of the Bay of Quinte, which by that 
time had become one of the most serious hot spots in 
the Lake Ontario region. The initial problem was 
space, which was solved when the city reclaimed 5 
hectares of the Bay of Quinte on which to build its 
new plant. The other problem was how to build a 
new plant, while not shutting off the existing one! So 
the designers figured a way to build around the exist-
ing plant, and once the new parts were operational, to 
redesign the older section for new functions. The 
1990s also saw the building of the North Park Reser-
voir which lies below the geranium Canada Flag fac-
ing the 401.  

In May of 2000, the Walkerton water fiasco oc-
curred, and everything changed in the field of water 
treatment. New stringent systems were mandated. 
But Belleville had been ahead of the curve in com-
mitting to the 42-million dollar project which would 
see the official opening of the Gerry O’Connor Water 
Treatment Plant in May 2001. This state-of-the-art 
facility has enough capacity to double the size of 
Belleville, and build as much north of the 401 as 
presently is below it. At present the Belleville Water 
Treatment Plant uses only about one-third of its ca-
pacity. However, even with this new plant, there is 
always more work to do. In 2010, one of the valves 
in the primary transmission main failed, and the city 
lost 2 million litres of water a day. Obviously that 
could not continue for more than 36 hours, so another 
major project was approved. The City installed the 
Northeast Industrial feeder main from the Water 
Treatment Plant 6.5 km through the city to just east 
of the Veterans Memorial Bridge, allowing for easier 
and unfettered water flow to the city’s northeast 
boundaries.  

People in Belleville can rest assured that their drink-
ing water is of excellent quality and safe to drink, and 
that the Water Treatment facility and employees are 
strict adherents of an ISO-like Standards system, the 
basis of which is to be “better, stronger and faster.” 
Following the presentation, there was a lengthy ques-
tion-and-answer period. 

 
 

The First St. Thomas’ Church 

By Lois Foster 
 
In 1816, the inhabitants living at the mouth of the 
Moira River finally had a village with surveyed 
streets for their stores and homes. Religion was not 
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come rich, and the village of log-huts and frame 
buildings has grown into a populous, busy, thriving 
town, and this red, tasteless building is too small to 
accommodate its congregation, it should no longer 
hold the height of the hill, but give place to a larger 
and handsomer edifice.” 

What happened? Why all the disparaging remarks? 

We find out from the Kingston Gazette on May 21, 
1819: “Died – at Belleville on the 19th, aged 31 years, 
Allan Taylor Esq. The death of Mr Taylor is an event 
which will be long and fervently felt by his numerous 
acquaintances. He was one of those meritorious indi-
viduals who by his personal exertions and scrupulous 
attention to honesty in all his dealings, acquired a 
large property, accompanied with respect of all who 
knew him.” 

We also find out from the Daily Intelligencer on No-
vember 16, 1901, in an interview with Allan Taylor 
Petrie: “Allan Taylor, my uncle, was very much inter-
ested in the building of St Thomas Church. He died 
just after the walls had been erected, and was buried 
right in the centre of the church. The building was 
finished and the pews put in, and for years, in fact 
until her death, old Mrs. Agnes Taylor worshipped in 
a pew which was placed exactly over her son’s 
grave.” 

In our picture collection at the Community Archives 
is this copy of a drawing in Library and Archives 
Canada, being a sketch of the church in 1854 by Ed-
win Whitefield showing the colours he will use for a 
painting. Susanna Moodie wrote: “There is an artist 
here, a Mr Whitefield, who is going through the 
country taking sketches on all our picturesque water. 
His views are the most truthful, and beautifully exe-
cuted. He has several hundred of them, with which he 
intends to make a pictorical work on the Canadas.”  

It is possible that Allan Taylor had managed to con-
struct the red brick walls of the body of the church, 
and after his death the Trustees completed the front 
tower in wood, painted dark red as Mr. Whitefield 

indicated in his sketch. 
This early church stood 
close to the south side 
of the present church. 

St. Thomas’ Anglican 
Church is celebrating its 
bicentennial this year.  
 

neglected. There were itinerant preachers of all faiths 
meeting in homes around the village. In 1818, James 
McNabb was appointed chairman of a group of 
prominent citizens wanting to have an English 
church. The group included Captain John Walden 
Meyers, Allan Taylor Esq., Captain Thomas Cole-
man, Mr. Roswell Leavens and Mr. Andrew Maynes.  
On December 28, 1818, McNabb sent a petition to: 
“His Excellency Sir Peregrine Maitland KCB on be-
half of the Trustees who humbly sheweth: that your 
petitioners view with regret the high expediency of 
the immediate Commencement of Building an Epis-
copalian Church wherein divine service will regular-
ly be attended to in Bellville – that it will be the 
means of good effect upon the minds of youth in this 
part of the Province, and be a leading and glorious 
step toward the very desirable object to promote Re-
ligion and Morality in Bellville. Therefore, your peti-
tioner prays that Your Excellency in Council will be 
pleased to allow and grant the whole or part of the 
lotts between Church Street and Rear Street in Bell-
ville, in Trust, to be adopted to such use of Church 
and Burrying Ground only.” The grant was promptly 
approved. On April 15, 1819, the tender of Allan 
Taylor to build the church for £700 was accepted and 
the sod was turned and building began.  

Susanna Moodie described the Anglican Church in 
her book Life in the Clearings as she first saw it, 
about 1840: “The English church was built many 
years ago, partly of red brick burnt in the neighbour-
hood, and partly of wood coloured red. …  Belleville 
was but a small settlement on the edge of the forest, 
scarcely deserving the name of a village, when this 
church first pointed its ugly tower towards heaven. 
Doubtless its founders thought they had done won-
ders when they erected this humble looking place of 
worship; but now, when their descendants have be-

Sketch by Edwin Whitefield, 1854               CABHC HC0918 

First St. Thomas’ Church  
CABHC HC0920 
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 A rebuilt and refreshed website, overseen by Past-
President Orland French, was most likely respon-
sible for a very unexpected gift of $25,000 from 
the Commonwell Mutual Insurance Group. 

 
 The partnership with the Community Archives of 

Belleville and Hastings County continued to 
flourish. 

 
 The proceeds from our Publications for Sale con-

tinue to grow each month both at monthly Public 
Presentations, the Community Archives and 
online. 

 
The President noted in his printed report, to which 
Stanley Jones referred, that none of these successes 
would have been possible without a dedicated Board 
of Directors and hardworking volunteers.  
MOTION: Moved by Mary-Lynne Morgan, se-
conded by Orland French that the Annual Report 
for 2017 be adopted as presented. Carried. 
 
Financial Statements for 2017: The Chair then 
asked Board Secretary, Mary-Lynne Morgan, to pre-
sent the Financial Report as at December 31, 2017. 
She explained that due to the changeover of person-
nel in the Treasurer’s position quite late in the year, 
the statement she would be referencing was only a 
draft document and that once the final audited Finan-
cial Statement for 2017 was available, it would be 
posted on the Society’s website and highlights pub-
lished in Outlook. In general, she reported that the 
Society is in very good financial shape. The Financial 
Report was provided for information purposes only, 
and no vote for adoption was initiated. (A copy of the 
draft financial report is attached to the archival copy 
of the minutes.) 
 
Election of the Board of Directors: Ex-officio Past-
President, Orland French, read a slate of nominees as 
follows: Incumbents: Dan Atkinson, Richard Hughes, 
James Kennelly, William Kennedy, Stanley Jones, 
Mary-Lynne Morgan and Trevor Parsons, plus three 
ex-officio members: Gerry Boyce (Historical Advi-
sor), Orland French (Past-President) and Amanda 
Hill (Archivist), and presented three new nominees: 
Lorie Brown, Jonathan Chircop and Ian Stock. He 
then asked for further nominations from the floor. As 
there were no such nominations from the floor, the 
following motion was made: MOTION: Moved by 
Orland French, seconded by Mike Shaw, that the 
nominations be closed and the proposed slate of 
Directors be elected for 2018. Carried. 
 

Report on the  
Annual General Meeting  

Hastings County Historical Society  
Tuesday, March 20, 2018 - 7:30 p.m. 

Maranatha Auditorium, Belleville, ON 
 
In the absence of the President, Richard Hughes, 
Board Member Stanley Jones called the meeting to 
order about 7.35 p.m. and explained that before the 
regular public presentation proceeded, there would be 
a brief Annual General Meeting of the Society. Ap-
proximately 80 people were in attendance.   

Following the adoption of the minutes of the previ-
ous Annual General Meeting, the Chair then present-
ed the highlights of 2017 which was the year of anni-
versaries. 

 The Society centrepiece to celebrate Canada’s 
150th, Belleville’s 200th and the Society’s 60th 
anniversaries, was the unveiling of five brass his-
torical plaques in downtown Belleville, which 
commemorated key events in the City of the past 
200 years: Fire Station No. 2, Simpson’s Tavern, 
Great Belleville Floods, Griffin Opera House and 
Pinnacle Street Railway. A sixth plaque was un-
veiled in co-operation with the British Home 
Child Group International to honour the 100,000 
British orphaned or destitute children who were 
processed through the Marchmont Distribution 
Home. 

 During July the Society brought Sir John A. and 
Lady Macdonald to O’Hara Mill in a co-operative 
project to celebrate O’Hara Mill Heritage Day. 

 
 The annual fundraising Banquet and Celebration         

of History at the end of October honoured the 90-
year history of the Commodores Orchestra with a 
very special event under the wings of the Halifax 
bomber at the National Air Force Museum in 
Trenton. That evening, the Society also launched 
The Commodores Orchestra: Dance of the Dec-
ades, the history of the longest continually func-
tioning big band in North America, written by 
Andy Sparling. This was the largest banquet we 
have ever produced, and we had the largest num-
ber of table sponsors in the Society’s banquet his-
tory. 

 Due to a stellar lineup of interesting speakers, the 
attendance at monthly Public Presentations has 
averaged well over 100 people since moving to 
the current expanded facilities at Maranatha. 

 Two sold-out bus tours visited the communities 
of North Hastings. 
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 inclusion through storytelling and discussion. Join us 
on May 5th and explore what the experience of pov-
erty looks like, the issues and the solutions, in the 
city of Belleville. 
 

The Creative Corridor  
Saturday, May 5, 2018 
Starts at 11:15 AM outside Capers, 272 Front 
Street 
Ends at [TBA] outside Capers, 272 Front Street 
Led by Melanie and Lara Hilmi 
A journey through the past and into the present and 
future of downtown Belleville's arts collective  

Join Front Street frontliners, Melanie and Lara Hilmi, 
as they explore the design, photography, and film and 
music industry anchored in our downtown core. This 
creative sister duo will introduce you to some of the 
creators, collaborators and innovators nurturing crea-
tivity in our community.  

[Village Theatre is performing The Laramie Project 
starting at 1:00 PM; walkers could take in the show 
after the walk, but need to buy tickets ahead of time.] 
 

Jane’s H₂O Ride 
Saturday, May 5, 2018  
Starts at 2:00 PM at Zwick’s Park 
Ends at 3:30 PM at Riverside Park 
Led by Matt Middleton 
Not all water is created equal, and on this ride you’ll 
learn what’s safe to drink, where water from the 
street goes and a few facts that will surprise you.   

Ride along with Matt Middleton, city infrastructure 
nerd, and learn how water and waste water is brought 
to, removed from and processed in the City of Belle-
ville. Along the way we will talk about water treat-
ment and distribution, waste water collection and 
treatment. On this 6.5-km bike ride, we will be utiliz-
ing the bike paths as much as possible, but there will 
be some limited road riding. 
 

Train Tracks to Bike Tracks 
Sunday, May 6, 2018 
Starts at 9:45 AM at Meyers Pier 
Ends at 11:30 AM at Meyers Pier 
Led by Jim Forbes 
 

Take  a bicycle ride in  Belleville and  remember  the 
heyday  of  the  railroad.   We  will  try  out  some  of 
our   new   cycling  infrastructure  while   we  explore  
Belleville'sitrainihistory. 
 
Join avid bicyclist and railroad history enthusiast Jim 
Forbes  on  this 10-km loop  starting  at  Meyers  Pier 

Past-President French indicated that the Directors 
will elect the Society’s officers from among their 
number at the first Board meeting which will take 
place in early April. He also took the opportunity to 
announce that Heidi Rooke would be taking over the 
position of HCHS Webmaster and will be looking 
after both the publishing online of Outlook and the 
periodic newsletters known as The Bridge. 
 

Adjournment of the Annual Meeting on a motion 
by Mary-Lynne Morgan. 
 
 
 
 

Jane’s Walk Belleville  
2018 Summaries 

 

A Community Called Corbyville 

Friday, May 4, 2018  
Starts at 6:30 PM outside Signal Brewery, 86 Riv-
er Road, Corbyville 
Ends at 8:00 PM outside Signal Brewery 
Led by Richard Courneyea 
A perfect opportunity to explore how people, history 
and ideas intersect to renew landmarks and neigh-
borhood economies, protect what matters and create 
vibrant gathering places   

Join entrepreneur Richard Courneyea on a guided 
walk in Corbyville to learn about development and 
diversification of rural areas and the importance of 
thoughtfully re-purposing an old vacant building into 
a craft brewery with retail and pub space. Richard 
and guests will discuss adaptive reuse—a wonderful 
by-product of the emerging craft beer industry and 
about how an old abandoned Corby Distillery build-
ing was lovingly restored to become the centre of a 
neighborhood—the distillery district—where people 
can now gather. 
 

A Day in My Life 

Saturday, May 5, 2018 
Starts at 9:30 AM Salvation Army on Pinnacle St. 
Ends at 11:00 AM Belleville Public Library 
Led by Steve van de Hoef and Christine Durant 
Walk Belleville's downtown in the shoes of those ex-
periencing poverty 

For the 2018 Jane's Walk, the Poverty Roundtable 
Hastings Prince Edward's Christine Durant will be 
collaborating  with   Bridge   Street   United  Church's  
Steve van de Hoef to lead a walk that looks at pov-
erty, food insecurity, affordable housing and social 

https://www.facebook.com/povertyroundtablehpe/?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/povertyroundtablehpe/?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/christine.durant.73?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/BridgeStChurch/?fref=mentions
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and exploring quiet, bicycle-friendly streets and 
paved trails. There will be several stops to discuss 
important sites that once were key to the local rail-
road industry. Our ride leaves at 10 AM, but please 
arrive at 9:45 AM so we can leave on the hour.  

 

Jane and Orland Tour the Plaques 
Sunday, May 6, 2018 
Starts at 1:00 PM outside Chilangos Mexican Res-
taurant at 394 Front Street 
Ends at 2:30 PM at Front and Dundas Streets 
Led by Orland French 
An opportunity to be guided to various downtown 
historical sites with insightful and entertaining histo-
rian and publisher Orland French. 

Orland French will be leading a Jane's Walk to redis-
cover the historic plaques unveiled individually 
throughout downtown Belleville in the summer of 
2017. This will be an opportunity for those who 
missed any or all of the original ceremonies to be 
guided to the various downtown sites and hear about 
their significance from our well-known historian and 
publisher. 

For more information, please visit our Facebook 
or Instagram – Jane’s Walk Belleville or email us 
at janeswalkbelleville@gmail.com 

A volunteer ASL interpreter for deaf participants is 

available for the walks and rides. To request one, 

contact the above email.  

 

 
On the Home Front  
Excerpts from The Intelligencer 

Mid-May to July, 1918 
By Laurel Bishop  

May 14, 1918: “The Junior Red Cross Club of Point 
Anne, on Friday evening, held a very successful ba-
zaar and concert in the school house, which was dec-
orated and illuminated by electric light for the occa-
sion. …  The splendid concert given by local talent 
was presided over by Mr. Harry McKay of Belleville, 
who is well known as a humorist.” 

May 15, 1918: “A campaign to raise $6,000 for the 
Belleville Y.M.C.A. was started in this city this 
morning, and over forty canvassers were busily en-
gaged taking subscriptions for this worthy object. 
Last night at the Y.M.C.A. auditorium the canvassers 

and a few others interested in the work were enter-
tained to a tea, which was provided by the energetic 
band of ladies who are members of the Y.M.C.A. 
auxiliary.” 

May 20, 1918: “The War Workers of West Belleville 
in conjunction with the members of the Victory Club, 
also of West Belleville on Saturday conducted a suc-
cessful tag day in the city. During the day and even-
ing many ladies and young women were engaged in 
disposing of tags. When the boxes were all turned in 
and counted the amount secured totalled $685.25.” 

May 21, 1918: “Mother’s Day was fittingly observed 
by the soldiers in France on May 12; Y.M.C.A. offic-
ers being prominent in the movement. One hundred 
and fifty thousand specially printed sheets of notepa-
per were supplied the soldiers, besides twenty-five 
thousand special cards bearing a message to Canadi-
an mothers.” 

May 22, 1918: “Last evening in the City Hall a min-
strel and vaudeville performance was put on by the 
Y.M.C.A. amateurs. The minstrels were for the most 
part teachers of the Ontario School for the Deaf. …  
The proceeds will be used for patriotic purposes.” 

May 23, 1918: “Holiday War Bulletins. Tomorrow, 
Victoria Day, being a legal holiday, there will be no 
issue of The Intelligencer. All important war news 
will be bulletined morning and afternoon. 

May 25, 1918: “More than half the men in the banks 
of Canada are now on military service, and the num-
ber which remains is being steadily reduced. Women 
clerks have been employed in thousands and have 
done splendidly, but they have not the experience of 
the men they replace. …  On and after June 1st bank-
ing hours will be: 9.30 to 2.30; Saturdays 9.30 to 
12.00. This arrangement will give the staff more time 
to complete the large amount of work which cannot 
be taken up until after the office is closed to the pub-
lic.” 

May 31, 1918: “Farmerettes to Stay. …  ‘I am actual-
ly becoming a good milker—not that I have milked 
more than three cows as yet, but I am quicker than I 
was.’ So writes one of the fashionable farmerettes to 
Miss Hazel Martin, director of the women’s farm de-
partment of the Government Employment Bureau. …  
Worried fathers invade the offices every now and 
again to find out what on earth those ‘crazy daughters 
of theirs’ are trying to do anyway. The farmers’ 
wives seem to favor the farmerettes from the start, 
however, even though their better half is opposed.” 

May 31, 1918: “Belleville’s Biggest Day, June 3rd. 
The Great War Veterans’ Celebration Committee are 
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anxious to have the city in gala attire Monday, par-
ticularly they ask the merchants along Front and 
Bridge Streets to decorate properly, and thus create 
an atmosphere of real patriotism. Let every business 
house and every home hang out every flag and every 
piece of bunting obtainable, and show visitors that 
Belleville is thoroughly wide awake and progres-
sive.”  

June 4, 1918: “Old Sol in all his splendour, un-
masked by threatening clouds, smiled down on a 
happy throng which gathered in Belleville from eve-
ry part of the district to do honor to our gracious 
King on his birthday, and show due appreciation to 
the soldiers of the King. …  The crowds came early 
and stayed late and from early morning all roads 
leading to Belleville were thronged with horse and 
horseless vehicles filled with many holiday-seekers, 
all possessed with but a single thought, to spend the 
day with the Great War Veterans of Belleville. …  
The celebration was formally opened with the big 
parade in the morning. …  The veterans made a fine 
appearance notwithstanding the fact that many of 
them showed the effects of war in their physical ap-
pearance. …  Gray-haired veterans of the Fenian 
Raid, Riel Rebellion and South African war marched 
with all the vigor and enthusiasm of the younger 
men, and in striking contrast were the soldiers of the 
future, the Cadets of the High and Public Schools 
who marched proudly and in perfect step behind the 
veterans of present and past wars. …  Immediately 
after the noon meal people commenced to wend their 
way to the Agricultural Park. …  An excellent and 
varied programme was provided and all entered with 
zest into the sports.”  

June 15, 1918: “Saturday the 22nd of this month will 
be Registration Day. On that day every man, every 
woman and every child of and over the age of six-
teen years throughout the Dominion of Canada will 
have to register. …  By the way, all persons, male or 
female alike have to declare their age. This is bad 
luck for the ladies who may have remained station-
ary at twenty-five or so for many years. Happily, 
however, all the officials concerned are pledged to 
secrecy. …  The registration card having been duly 
completed, the person registering will then receive a 
certificate of registration. …  At all times it must be 
carried on the person and produced on demand to 
any peace officer, police officer or constable.”  

June 21, 1918: “Any girls in this vicinity who are 
anxious to serve the Empire by helping on farms 
should meet Miss Straith at the Hotel Quinte Satur-
day morning. Miss Straith is District Secretary for 
the Ontario Government farm employment depart-
ment.” 

July 2, 1918: “A service solemn and impressive 
closed the national day of prayer in Belleville with 
Griffin’s Theatre filled to the doors and all of the 
city churches represented on the stage. …  It had 
been arranged that after the church services in the 
evening a mass meeting would be held on the Court 
House grounds but the rain interfered and the meet-
ing was held in Griffin’s theatre.” 

July 9, 1918: “Victory Bread for Canada. How 
many people realize what it means? For one thing, 
after this no woman will be able to buy flour without 
at the same time buying a certain proportion of sub-
stitutes. In effect it means that no bread can now be 
made in Canada, either in the bakeshop or the home, 
without a specified percentage of substitutes.” 

July 19, 1918: “Dear Mother: I can hardly believe 
that it is June 3rd once more and try to bring my scat-
tered sense together where I was three years ago, but 
impossible. … Canada seems very far away at pre-
sent. The name makes me feel as if I had had an ex-
citing dream and just to have left a faint recollection 
that there was a place named Belleville mixed up in 
it somewhere. If I live to see next November it will 
be my fourth birthday in the army which almost 
seems beyond imagination. … We have had no Ca-
nadian mail for a long time and the parcels do not 
come through at all. They must be piled up some-
where. I hope you and sisters are all well. I am in the 
best of health. Kindest regards to all my friends. 
Your loving son, P. G. Palmer.” 

July 20, 1918: “Some of our small boy citizens are 
doing their bit by making and selling lemonade. 
They have formed themselves into a club and are 
known as the ‘Boys Belgian Relief Club.’ So far 
they have made by their efforts $7.10. …  These 
boys are to be commended and should be encour-
aged by every one.—And it is good lemonade, too.
—Try it.” 

July 22, 1918: “Last Friday Mr. J.D. Collip, florist 
of this city, received an order for a wreath from the 
officers of the aviation camp at Deseronto, and re-
quested same to be in readiness within a short time 
for delivery by aeroplane. Mr. Collip made the de-
sign and drove his car to the landing place near the 
Belleville cemetery and delivered the wreath to an 
aviator who alighted with his plane. The order, the 
making of the design, and the delivery at the camp 
was all accomplished in a record time.”  
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HASTINGS COUNTY  
HISTORICAL SOCIETY  

DIRECTORS & OFFICERS 
 

 
Officers 

President         Richard Hughes    

Treasurer             

Secretary                       Mary-Lynne Morgan 

Directors at Large 

Stanley Jones           Bill Kennedy              
Lorie Brown                          Jim Kennelly 

Dan Atkinson           Trevor Parsons 

Ian Stock              Jonathan Chircop 
 

Ex-officio: 

Gerry Boyce  (Historical Advisor)        Orland French (Past-President ) 

Amanda Hill (Archivist) 
 

Sub-committees 

Bus Tours             Orland French (Research)  

            Mary-Lynne Morgan (Administration)  

County Liaison                           Jim Kennelly 

Education              Bill Kennedy 

Exhibits/Events Co-ordinator    Jim Kennelly, Stanley Jones 
HCHS Website  Heidi Rooke  

Membership   Elizabeth Mitchell 

Outlook Production   Donna Fano (Co-editor) 

                                                        Laurel Bishop (Co-editor) 

Outlook Distribution  Elizabeth Mitchell  

Programs   

Public Relations (Print/Radio/TV)     Mary-Lynne Morgan 

Sale of Publications  John Lowry   
HCHS Website  www.hastingshistory.ca 

Community Archives                         613-967-3304 

Hastings County Historical Society has its offices in the Library/Archives 

building at 254 Pinnacle Street, Second Floor, Postal Code K8N 3B1.    

Outlook is published nine months of the year for members and friends of 

the Society. Submissions can be sent to:   

outlook.hastingshistory@gmail.com 

Date: April 17, 2018 

Time: 7:30 p.m. 

Location: Maranatha  
100 College Street West, Belleville 

 

(Please use rear parking lot and back entrance 
and go to Meeting Room.)  Bring a friend. 

Topic: The First Spike:  A Look at 
the Early Railroads of  

Eastern Ontario  
Speaker: Steven Manders  

The wild and exciting days when railroads  
promised rapid and exciting development of our 

young country 

Note to Authors—By submitting material to be printed 
in the Outlook, the author confirms that he/she holds 
both legal and moral rights to the material, and grants 
permission to the Hastings County Historical Society to 
use this material in print and/or electronically. The opin-
ions expressed in articles submitted to the Outlook are 
those of the author and do not necessarily reflect the 
views of the Hastings County Historical Society, its 
Board or its members.  

Experience the beautiful geography and amaz-
ing villages and sites of Lennox and Addington 
County. Hear from local storytellers the tales of 
early development and pioneer life in Flinton, 
Northbrook, Bon Echo, Tamworth, Newburgh 
among others. A beautiful day’s outing, in a pic-
ture postcard setting, traveling in a modern 
highway bus. 
 

Sat., May 26 (sold out) & 
June 9, 2018 

BUS DEPARTS FROM FRANKLIN BUS LINE 
PARKING LOT on Bell Blvd. at 8:30 a.m. sharp. 

 

COST $70. Includes lunch, handbook and resource 
guides. 

Tickets: Call Mary-Lynne Morgan 613-961-7091 

Last year we sold out two buses by late 
March; so don’t delay. 

Annual Bus Tour 

Adventures in LA LA Land 

Discovering Lennox and  
Addington County 

Hastings County  
Historical Society 

Presentation 

tel:613-967-3304

