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On the Home Front 
Excerpts from The Intelligencer 
November 11 to December, 1918 

By Laurel Bishop 

November 11, 1918: “Front street this morning pre-
sented an animated appearance as all business places 
were decorated with flags and streamers. All over the 

city, private residences were adorned with flags. Prof. 
Wheatley, organist of St. Thomas’ Church and an ar-
dent Britisher, born and bred on the old soil, was one 
of the first to respond to the glad cry of the city hall 
bell and went at once to St. Thomas’ Church, turned 
on the lights for worshippers and playing the Hallelu-
jah Chorus on the organ and as the grand notes of this 
triumphal chorus swelled out from the heart of the 

“An Intelligencer extra edition was on sale before ten o’clock yesterday morning and copies were sold as fast as the big web 

press could turn them out. The extra was very much appreciated by the citizens who were eager to get the details not sup-

plied by the bulletins. The final edition was published at noon after which the staff joined the celebration. Every copy of both 

editions was eagerly snapped up and early in the afternoon not one of the four thousand papers printed was left.”    

(The Intelligencer, November 12, 1918, page 5) 
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organ and the heart of the organist at 4.30 o’clock 
this morning, passersby fortunate enough to hear the 
music were treated to a masterpiece.” 

November 11, 1918: “The first response to the City 
Hall Bells was in the illumination of residences 
which were speedily a blaze of light. …  One happy 
woman, wife of a soldier appeared on Front Street 
shortly after four a.m. wearing a large Union Jack 
wrapped around her. At a few minutes after 9 
o’clock, the 15th Regiment Band paraded up and 
down Front Street playing national airs. The band 
was followed by decorated autos and other vehicles 
while crowds which lined the sidewalks on either 
side of Front Street cheered vociferously. It was in-
deed an inspiring sight. …   Did the citizens of Belle-
ville and district celebrate? They certainly did and in 
no small degree. …  Oh, the joy of the wives, moth-
ers, fathers, sisters and children of the soldiers over 
there—husband, son, brother, daddy coming home. 
Isn’t it glorious?” 

November 12, 1918: “At 11 o’clock in the morning a 
union Thanksgiving Victory Peace Service was held 
on the court house lawn and was attended by hun-
dreds of citizens of all classes. It was thoroughly un-
ion in its nature, as Anglican, Methodist, Presbyteri-
an, and Baptist clergymen took part also the local 
Salvation Army officers. …  The service closed by 
the singing of the National Anthem and cheers for the 
King.” 

November 12, 1918: “It was anticipated that the af-
ternoon procession would be of considerable magni-
tude, but it eclipsed the sanguine anticipations of 
those who had it in hand. It was formed on the mar-
ket square and was over a mile in length. …  During 
its progress through Front Street that thoroughfare 
was lined by thousands of spectators, who were not 
slow in cheering. It was a sight that all who wit-
nessed it will never forget. …  After parading up 
Front Street to the vicinity of the G.T.R. station the 
procession returned and wended its way to the Ar-
mories lawn where speech making was the order of 
the day. …  All the speakers were accorded a hearty 
reception and their remarks were much appreciated 
by those who were able to hear them.”  

November 13, 1918: “The aviators from Mohawk 

and Rathbun camps had a celebration all of their own 

last evening. They formed a parade at the Victoria 

Park and marched up Front Street, Bridge St., Victo-

ria Avenue and many other main streets, in a zig zag 

fashion, paying a visit to the Palace Theatre, pool 

rooms, cafes, Hotel Quinte, Armory grounds and 

many other places which happened to be open. …  

The music consisted of tin cans, pie plates, baking 

dishes and pieces of tin clashed together and pounded 

by sticks and pieces of steel. …  They proceeded to 

the back of the various business places and carried 

off large numbers of boxes, barrels, paper and card-

board saturated them with oil and placed a number of 

fire crackers in the boxes and had an enormous bon-

fire on the corner of Front and Bridge Streets. The 

birdmen are to be congratulated on their orderly con-

duct.” 

November 15, 1918: “There are at present 33,000 
Canadian soldiers in hospitals in England and 10,000 
in France. These it is proposed will be returned as 
their condition permits …  But demobilization is to 
start at home first. There are in Canada at present 
71,000 men in khaki. Of these 10,000 are returned 
men in hospitals and 16,000 are men on harvest leave 
from the draft.” 

November 15, 1918: “Dr. Coulter, Deputy Postmas-
ter-General, advises people to forward all Christmas 
parcels for soldiers immediately. It is doubted wheth-
er any troops will have returned before Christmas, so 
that it is felt that parcels should be forwarded. It is 
not expected peace will improve the transportation 
situation.” 

November 16, 1918: “Last Chance to Buy Victory 
Bonds. Belleville reached its objective of $700,000 
this morning, and at two o’clock this afternoon a 
presentation of the Honor Flag was made in front of 
the City Hall. While it is a great relief to the people 
of the old city to know that they have not failed in the 
last call on their patriotism, our total is not such that 
we boast of it. Therefore, everyone should come and 
buy Bonds to their utmost before twelve o’clock to-
night.” 

November 18, 1918: “The good old County of Has-
tings once more came to the front in a great patriotic 
effort. The Victory Loan Canvassers’ objective of 
$2,100,000, $150,000 special subscriptions making 
$2,250,000 the complete objective was reached on 
Saturday night. …  This was not done without ex-
tremely hard work. Up until twelve o’clock Saturday 
night throughout the entire County the canvassers 
were at work till the last minute.” 

November 19, 1918: “The splendid work of the oper-
ators of our telephone system during the armistice 
rumors is a matter to command admiration. Simply 
deluged with calls far beyond their capacity to handle 
under normal conditions the telephone girls threw 
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themselves determinedly into the breach to meet the 
crisis, foregoing rest and food in order to meet the 
situation. …  The Telephone operators deserve the 
gratitude of the community.” 

November 19, 1918: “School Children’s Contest. An 
essay contest is being conducted at Griffin’s Theatre 
this week under the auspices of the Quinte Chapter, 
I.O.D.E. Prizes will be awarded for the best essay on 
the war not to exceed one hundred words in length, a 
committee of teachers to act as judges. The contest-
ants will be divided into four classes, according to 
age as follows: 7 to 9 years, 9 to 11 years, 11 to 13 
years, 13 to 15 years, and for the best essay submit-
ted in each of these classes a cash prize of $2.50 will 
be given.”  

November 20, 1918: “The pupils of Queen Victoria 
Public School prepared their Christmas boxes for the 
soldiers overseas, relatives of scholars, and mailed 
them to-day.” 

November 22, 1918: “Last evening the spacious 
Mantle Room of the Ritchie Store was a riot of color 
and merriment in honor of the great allied victories 
on land and sea. On this occasion the Ritchie staff 
and wives, were the guests of Mr. Reid, Managing 
Director of the firm and the event was taken full ad-
vantage of by all. Everyone was attired in masquer-
ade apparel and the collection of costumes was var-
ied and numerous—presenting a weird and fantastic 
appearance—that helped to make the evening the de-
cided success it really was.” 

November 22, 1918: “All men who were railway em-
ployees when they were called up for volunteers for 
service, and are desirous of obtaining their discharges 
are to be released from service immediately.” 

November 23, 1918: “It is feared that the women will 
be the first to feel the pinch of readjustment. There 
are thousands of women in munition works who will 
no longer be needed. …  Then there are many women 
in banks, offices, etc., who are taking positions of 
soldiers at the front. These places have been prom-
ised to the old employees, and the women will be dis-
missed.” 

November 28, 1918: “The Salvation Army Red 
Shield drive campaign will open January the 19th, 
1919, the objective for the Dominion will be 
$1,000,000 and every cent will go towards the wel-
fare of Canada’s fighting men in the demobilization 
of Canada’s army in the next two years, in the care 
for soldiers’ widows and orphans, in establishing 
huts and hostels, where the need still remains, espe-
cially in Siberia and many other places.” 

November 29, 1918: “Cakes iced with sugar will be 
here for Christmas. Puffed pastry will also make its 
appearance again. …  You will understand that the 
permission to ice and fill biscuits, cakes, etc., does 
not entitle you to any further allotment of sugar for 
this purpose, but merely permits the use of your pre-
sent allotment in this manner if you so desire.”  

November 30, 1918: “Soldiers’ Monument. The he-
roic sacrifice of Belleville soldiers who have given 
their lives for the Empire will be commemorated by 
the erection of a soldiers’ monument and a movement 
has been started by the members of the 15th Regimen-
tal Band with this end in view.”  

[Note: Belleville’s Soldiers’ Monument was unveiled 
on May 24, 1932.] 

December 9, 1918: “Demobilization of Canada’s 
men at present somewhere on German territory will 
not start until spring. When it does they will come 
home at the rate of 20,000 a month, so that the whole 
operation will be finished in five months roughly. …  
The boats bringing the men home will carry them in 
batches of 500, arranged by military districts. …  
This unit of 500 was fixed on as the easiest way to 
handle the men in train loads on this side, but it ap-
parently kills all hopes of the men being brought back 
together as members of the battalion or battery with 
which they served together at the front. The number 
500 has been fixed as the ideal train load for 12 
coaches, these averaging 42 men per coach.” 

December 24, 1918: “The Peace Christmas. The In-

telligencer wishes every one of its readers all the joy 

and happiness possible this wonderful Christmas, 

when for the first time in four years this true spirit of 

‘Peace on Earth and Good Will to Men’ can be real-

ized to the full. After more than four years of a world 

war in which Canada has participated to an almost 

unbelievable extent, there are scars and aching hearts 

and Christmas firesides where the memory of the ab-

sent one who has given his life that the Christmas 

spirit should not perish from the earth, shadows the 

customary Christmas festivities. …  Let us rejoice 

that the dark days of war are over, let us hope forever, 

the sacrifice has been great but it has not been in 

vain. …  Again wishing our readers all joy and happi-

ness in this first Christmas of a new and better era of 

peace and good will—let us all contribute our bit, big 

or little, to make it so.” 
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possibilities of explosions, the war and the flow of 
money into the community kept concerns at bay.   

When Thanksgiving 1918 arrived in Trenton, the 
company let the workers enjoy the day by giving 
them a day off. Only a skeleton crew was kept at the 
works. Unfortunately, a faulty nitrating process was 
observed, and too much oleum was added to the 
brewing mix of chemicals. The result was a rising 
temperature in the large vats that could not be regu-
lated nor brought down to cooler levels. A jet of 
boiling acid started leaking onto the floor of the fac-
tory and then the chemical ignited. When the fire 
alarm sounded, the order was given to the crew to 
run for their lives. 

No lives were lost that day, but the blasts were heard 
from miles away, and the smoke rose hundreds of 
feet into the air. Continued explosions convinced 
people from far away that Trenton had been blown 
up. The explosions created havoc in the community. 
The roads in all directions were clogged with people 
attempting to leave Trenton by any means possible. 
Most windows in the community had been blown 
out. 

Stories of heroism abounded. Three of the men 
braved fire and explosions to chop down a conveyor 
providing materials to the site. Another man person-
ally manoeuvred a railway engine hooked onto two 
rail cars full of TNT and managed to move the dan-
gerous load to a safe distance. Had he failed in this 
endeavour, the blowing up of these two cars would 
have leveled the community. The switchboard opera-
tor, Eva Curtis, stayed at her post for the duration of 
the incident. Seven people received the Order of the 
British Empire for their feats of courage. 

Many questions abound about the site and the explo-
sion. Rumours were rampant about sabotage. How 
was quality controlled, and did it take second place 
to production? How many people may have died by 
accident in the factory?  And what was the environ-
mental result of the factory then? Questions are 
asked even about the environmental impacts possible 
today. 

Sean’s film was a gripping story of a bygone era in 
Trenton. The audience of over 200 was truly appre-

ciative of the scholarly and professional develop-
ment of the story. 

 

 
 

Playing with Fire 
By Jim Kennelly 

 

Sean Scally’s documentary, Playing with Fire, was 
the subject of the Hastings County Historical Socie-
ty’s October programme. Based on the story Explo-
sion: Trenton Disaster by local author and teacher 
John Melady, the film was a riveting portrayal of the 
explosion at the British Chemical Company’s sprawl-
ing works 100 years ago on Thanksgiving weekend 
1918. 

Trenton, once home to the lumber interests of the 
nineteenth century, had become, during World War I, 
the site of the largest explosives plant of the British 
Empire. The factory, the British Chemical Company, 
employed 3000 workers and covered 250 acres of 
land. The small community housed the men in dormi-
tories, hotels, homes, and anywhere else a man could 
find a decent sleep. Some of the beds were used in 
shifts to satisfy the limited availability of space. Tren-
ton found itself in a hub of economic activity and the 
explosives capital of Canada. 

Why was Trenton such a valued asset to the British 
Chemical Company? It straddled Highway 2, enjoyed 
access to the Trent River, and the railroads were read-
ily available for transportation. Moreover, the river 
provided hydroelectric power to the sprawling works. 

The plant provided explosive materials for the war 
effort. For example, 1,200,000 lbs. of TNT were pro-
duced a month. An insatiable demand for ammunition 
and explosives drove the development of the massive 
project. Although the community was aware of the 

Speaker Sean Scally presented the film he produced. 
Photo by Doug Knutson 
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In Search of the Elusive Plaque 
 

This summer and last the Historical Society planted a 
lot of historical plaques around Hastings County. 
Now we’ve figured out a way to show people where 
they are. 

We are going to create the Hastings County Histori-
cal Plaques website. It will include not just the ones 
erected by the Society, but eventually ALL the 
plaques within the county. This includes the 30 or so 
put up by the Ontario Heritage Trust, those blue-and-
gold signs you see at various sites along the roadside. 
There are a surprising number here and there. Did 
you know there are half a dozen plaques in Deser-
onto? 

Our intention is to make plaque-finding easier for the 
plaque-readers among us. And there are a lot of peo-
ple who love reading plaques. The plaques will be 
listed individually and as groups: a walking tour of 
downtown Belleville, a driving tour in north Has-
tings. Or they may be grouped by interest levels: like 
architecture, churches, people. 

We don’t know how many plaques there are. So far 
we have a list of about 80 but there could be well 
over 100. This will be a massive project so don’t look 
for immediate responses. We will start with our own 
plaques and add others gradually. The site should be 
constantly growing as, with your help, we add new 
additions. 

This will be a new and different site with its own ad-
dress, although it will be linked to the Historical So-
ciety’s main site.  

Each plaque will have its own page, consisting of a 
minimum of: a photo of the plaque, a photo showing 
the plaque in context, the wording of the plaque, a 
historic photo related to the plaque. The plaque may 
commemorate a place, a historic site, a person, or 
event. It may be stand-alone on a post; it may be on 
the side of a building, a fence or some other structure, 
or inside a building.  

Orland French will be the initial Plaque Master to get 
the site up and running. He has made it clear he is 
looking for help from others to help pull all this infor-
mation together. If you want to give it a shot, write to 
him at ofrench@lks.net. You can volunteer to take on 
a series, or simply send him some photos and infor-
mation about a plaque near your house. Or you could 
ask for an “assignment.” Plaque-chasing is a great 
excuse to get out of the house and poke around Has-
tings County on a pleasant day. The basic material is: 
a close-up photo of the plaque, a text document with 

the text on the plaque, a photo giving the plaque 
some context (the building it is on, for instance). 

The value of the plaque-page is to inspire people to 
get out and around to explore the rich history of this 
area. Seeing a picture of a plaque on a computer 
screen encourages the viewer to go savour the scene. 
For instance, the Chisholm’s Mill plaque describes 
the history of the area, but there’s nothing like visit-
ing the site to appreciate the natural beauty of the ar-
ea. Remember that the Internet takes the message 
everywhere. Potential visitors in Australia and Britain 
and Japan, as well as your aunt Eva in Peterborough, 
will be able to virtually tour Hastings looking for the 
elusive plaque.  

Thanks in advance for your help.  

Orland French 

 

 

People love to see history of a place, such as Chisholm’s 
Mills, and will take time to go visit or research them on the 
internet.                                                       Photos by Orland 

mailto:ofrench@lks.net
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WHO STUFFED THE BODY IN 
THE GRAND TRUNK??? 

By Mary-Lynne Morgan 

 
MURDER & MAYHEM were the order of the 
evening at the Society’s Annual Banquet and Cele-
bration of History held on Saturday October 20th, at 
the Travelodge Hotel.   

In an effort to celebrate the end of WWI, the Society 
commissioned Ken MacDougall, the Artistic Director 
of the Stirling Festival Theatre, to write a murder 
mystery set on the historic Grand Trunk Railway in-
volving returning WWI soldiers. We titled it Who 
Stuffed the Body in the Grand Trunk? Although the 
resulting play was not exactly what we had anticipat-
ed, it was a five-star hit! 

Along with a cast of four zany characters (Daisy See-
yall, a Southern Fortuneteller played by last-minute 
stand-in Christina Gordon from Toronto; Olga Pis-
tov, a Russian Countess played by Jane McClelland; 
Al Crapone, an American Gangster played by Danny 
Wangle; and Conrad Ductor, a Soldier turned Grand 
Trunk Train Conductor played by Ryan Cowl. Ken as 
Detective Harry Puddester, Europe’s Greatest Detec-
tive from Newfoundland, had everyone in stitches as 
they outlined and proceeded to unravel the crime. 
Not one table was spared from having at least one 
guest involved in the action, to the delight of every-
one else in the room!  Ken even managed to use our 
US neighbour’s famous head of state as the murder 
victim—the owner of the Grand Trunk Railway, 
Donald G. Trunk! A brilliant touch which allowed 

for some very timely jokes and a lot of laughs. 

One hundred and eight people attended and everyone 
left smiling! To say: “A good time was had by all.” 
would be an understatement!  

 

 

Canada’s First Mining Town- 

The Marmora Ironworks 
By Andre Philpot 

In 1820, three immigrants who were to reshape Up-
per Canada stepped off ships in Montreal. The first, 
still a boy, was John Alexander Macdonald, destined 
for Kingston and to become the father of Canada’s 
Confederation. The second was William Lyon Mac-
Kenzie, destined for Toronto, who would become our 
most famous rebel and the man who would lead the 
colony towards democracy. The third was Charles 
Hayes, an extraordinary entrepreneur, heading to 
Marmora to set up the colony’s first major industry.  

That year, Charles Hayes, enticed by the colonial 
government, came from England to start Upper Cana-
da’s first Iron Town and her first real industry. Unlike 
most immigrants, Charles travelled in some style and 
arrived on November 1, 1820, at Kingston. But that 
was where the comfort and safety ended, for his tar-
get was up in the hinterland in what was endless 
bush, virtually without settlers or roads. He had been 
sold on the idea of an ironworks based on the inex-
haustible mountain of iron ore at Blairton which 
would be floated by barge to a site just upstream of 
what is now the village of Marmora to the great falls 
of the Crowe River.  

Despite the isolation and hardship, by the spring of 
1821, the Hayes ironworks had begun to grow around 
two great blast furnaces. They were operated by the 
200 old-world miners that Hayes had enticed to come 
here with him. Fed with the iron ore from Blairton 
and wood from thousands of surrounding acres, the 
furnaces poured out tons of molten iron. Ballast, 
stoves and even two cannons that Hayes declared to 
be “able and suited to defend the empire” were pro-
duced, and the village grew. 

The difficulty of transporting such heavy products 
down muddy trails to markets so far away meant 
steady financial losses and finally closure of the iron-
works. In 1825, Hayes went back to Britain to pine 
for his Marmora dreams, but he never returned. He 
left behind, however, an Irontown with the blast fur-
naces, the system of dams on the Crowe River, the 

Cast photo from left to right: Christina Gordon, Ken Mac-
Dougall, Jane McClelland, Danny Wangle and Ryan Cowl  

Photo by Hank MacDougall  
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Upcoming Play  housing, forest resources and the village.  

For the next century dreamers found it impossible to 
believe that it couldn’t work. Repeatedly, they at-
tempted to get the ironworks going again. There was 
even a move to transfer the Kingston Penitentiary to 
Marmora and use the inmates as free labour. There 
was even a plan to dig a canal for water transport to 
the Trent River. Later there was a rail line built to 
carry the ore to market, but nothing seemed to work, 
though not for lack of trying or dreaming.  

The mines might not have been successful at that 
time, but they did attract a who’s who of Upper Can-
ada Society. In the 1840s, the mine manager, Antho-
ny Manahan, could have changed history if he had 
been more popular. He ran against and lost to John A. 
Macdonald who went on to be Canada’s father of 
Confederation. That election was a three-day affair, 
fueled by a lot of alcohol and ending with a public 
“shout out” vote in the Kingston Town Square. John 
A. Macdonald was born for that sort of format but the 

dour Anthony Manahan was not – he was trounced, 
and the rest is history. 

Over the next two centuries prospectors on a great 
treasure hunt for the mother lode developed nearby 

mineral deposits – from marble, lithographic lime-
stone and lead to gold and silver. Mining hamlets 
such as Deloro, Cordova Mines, Malone, Eldorado, 

Bannockburn and others sprang up and thrived – for 
a while. Many of the surnames of those pioneer min-
ers are still prevalent today in Marmora and this re-
gion in what is truly the birthplace of mining in On-
tario. 

 

Public Presentations Planned 
for Early 2019 

Time: 7:30 p.m. Location: Maranatha 

100 College Street West, Belleville 

Third Tuesday of the month 

January 15, 2019: The History of Tombstones by 
Gary Foster, town by town, concession by conces-
sion, the story of our past, and the economic, social, 
cultural, medical and trade aspects.  

February 19, 2019: Lest We Forget: The Price of 
Freedom, a film with Laura Forth and James Smith 
on how the village of Deloro saved the world from 
Hitler. 

March 19, 2019: The Story of Algonquin Park by 
Bill Kennedy, the colourful and intriguing story of 
the development of Canada’s most beautiful park, the 
early days and the people who made it. 

April 16, 2019: Canada’s Prime Ministers and What 

They Were Really Like with author J.D.M. Stewart. 

He peels back the curtain on their lives and activities.  

 

Marmora: The pioneer miners of Marmora and District 
gather for a photo in about 1900. 
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Ex-officio: 
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Hastings County Historical Society has its offices in the Library/Archives 

building at 254 Pinnacle Street, Second Floor, Postal Code K8N 3B1.    

Outlook is published nine months of the year for members and friends of the 

Society. Submissions can be sent to:   

outlook.hastingshistory@gmail.com 

Date: Tuesday, November  20, 2018 

Time: 7:30 p.m. 

Location: Maranatha  
100 College Street West, Belleville 

Topic: I’m Alive...What Now?  
Canadians at the End of World War I  

 

Speaker: Major William March Histo-
rian, RCAF History and Heritage  

On the 100th Anniversary of the end of World 
War I, what did the soldiers and airmen face with 
the end of the war and the return to civilian life? 
The survivors faced a chaotic future; the desire to 
get home clashed with uncertainty. How would the 
family welcome them back? Would there be 
work? For the injured of mind and body—how 
would they be treated? Using personal examples, 
the speaker will weave a broad narrative of a Na-
tion struggling to adjust to peace after four years 
of war.  

Hastings County  
Historical Society 

Presentation 

Note to Authors—By submitting material to be printed 
in the Outlook, the author confirms that he/she holds both 
legal and moral rights to the material, and grants permis-
sion to the Hastings County Historical Society to use this 
material in print and/or electronically. The opinions ex-
pressed in articles submitted to the Outlook are those of 
the author and do not necessarily reflect the views of the 
Hastings County Historical Society, its Board or its mem-
bers. 

It’s Membership Renewal Time 
  

Our Hastings County Historical Society member-
ship year runs from January to December. It’s not 
too early to renew your membership for 2019, if 
you haven’t already done so. 

If you receive a paper copy of the Outlook, check 
your mailing label, and if it says “2018,” we have 
not yet received your renewal, and you will find a 
membership form enclosed in your Outlook for your 
convenience.  

If your mailing label says “2019,” thank you for 
renewing early. You’re good for the coming year. If 
your label says “Life,” there’s no need to do any-
thing except to continue to enjoy all the benefits of 
your HCHS membership. 

If you receive the online edition of the Outlook, you 
will be getting a membership reminder by email.  

And if you are looking for a gift for that hard-to-

buy-for person on your shopping list this holiday 

season, why not give them a gift membership in the 

Hastings County Historical Society? 

tel:613-967-3304

