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Commodores Party Sets a Record  By Orland French 
 

Wow! We set a record! “Biggest and Best 

Historical Society Party Under the Wing of 

a Restored Halifax Bomber!” Ever. Any-

where.  

That may be a biased judgment, but we 

haven’t had a party like it. Two hundred and 

thirty guests dined on some of the finest 

roast beef they’ve ever tasted and danced to 

some of the most nostalgic big band tunes 

they’ve ever heard. It was an evening of su-

perlatives and was, truly, unique.  

With candlelight and subdued lighting, the 

National Air Force Museum was turned into 

a magical retreat for our annual Historical 

Society banquet on October 28. Our guests 

were the 19 members of The Commodores Orchestra as they celebrated the band’s 90th anniversary. It was 

also an occasion to mark the 60th anniversary of the Historical Society, and capped an extraordinarily busy 

year for our organization. 

For bandleader Andy Sparling, it was an extra special occa-

sion with the launch of his history of the band. It’s called The 

Commodores Orchestra – Dance of the Decades, and is 

available at a number of locations.* 

Emcee Glen Woodcock, who has been playing Big Band 

sounds on JazzFM91 CJRT Toronto for more than 40 years, 

told of having a special affinity for the museum. He said he 

had stopped in at the site many times to check on progress of 

the Halifax project.    

Everybody wore happy faces, and the accolades were flow-

ing like sweet strains from a silver trumpet. Near perfection 

was achieved primarily because of the hard work of the ban-

quet committee and other volunteers to make sure we had 

sharpened all the high notes and flattened all the glitches. 

The only problem with holding such a memorable evening is: 

what do we do next year? “Biggest and Best Historical Socie-

ty Party Between the Wings of a High-Flying Charter Jet!” 

The Commodores Orchestra members with vocalists Lenni Stewart and 

Craig Parry, under the wing of the Halifax Bomber at the National Air 

Force Museum of Canada, in Trenton.                      Photo by Bill Kennedy 

Jimmy Rose, left, played saxophone in the band from 

the 1940s. He is seen here with Andy Sparling, trom-

bonist, current leader of The Commodores.   

Photo by Orland French 
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Happy 60th Birthday,  
Historical Society 

By Richard Hughes 
The October Public Presentation at Maranatha was a 

double-barrelled event celebrating the 60th birthday 

of the Hastings County Historical Society and bring-

ing guest speaker, Bancroft Town Councillor Mary 

Kavanagh with an intriguing and informative story of 

Bancroft as it was in the past and is now.   

 

 

 

Founding father of the Society, Gerry Boyce, regaled 

the full-house audience with stories of the small 

group of concerned citizens who conceived the His-

torical Society and gave it shape. From humble be-

ginnings with large goals and a small collection, the 

seed was sewn on a dark and rainy night in 1957, and 

it has grown and blossomed steadily over the dec-

ades. Long-time president, Orland French, picked up 

the story with the more recent developments, particu-

larly the major leap to a modern, fully equipped and 

professionally run Community Archives.  

The story of the town of Bancroft, carved from the 

forests and rock of North Hastings, was portrayed by 

Councillor Mary Kavanagh as one of bold determi-

nation and resilience. The early village, lacking 

bricks and cement buildings, leaned heavily on the 

abundant supply of wood in constructing the settle-

ment. Between wood stoves, candles and coal oil 

lamps, the story of the town became the story of ma-

jor disastrous fires and frequent rebuilding. The ex-

planation of the evolution of Bancroft was supported 

by an amazing collection of photos, contrasting the 

town as it was in the late 1800s and early 1900s with 

today’s busy community. One could imagine how a 

history of endless fires, harsh winters and hard la-

bour in the forests has shaped the modern town and 

its hearty citizens into a proud and sturdy communi-

ty.   

The evening ended with a giant birthday cake and 

coffee and a social hour discussing the presentations 

and looking forward to the next Public Presentation 

on November 21. On that occasion, we will welcome 

author Peggy Dymond Leavey and filmmaker Doug 

Knutson who will talk and show films from the glory 

days of Trenton, also known as Hollywood North, on 

the 100th anniversary of The Movie Years. 

At the Public Presentation on October 17th, marking the 60th 

Birthday of the Historical Society, guest speaker, Bancroft 

Town Councillor Mary Kavanagh, presented a certificate of 

congratulations to the Society. It stated, “Best wishes on 

your special day on behalf of the Bancroft Town Council.”  

Photo by Bill Kennedy 

Book your tickets today. 

*Books are available at Ashlie’s Books, Bancroft; Commu-

nity Archives of Belleville and Hastings County, Pinnacle 

Street, Belleville; Books & Company, Picton; Novel Idea, 

Princess Street, Kingston; Pinnacle Music Studios, Front 

Street, Belleville; Quinte Arts Council, Bridge Street, Belle-

ville; Riverside Music, Dundas Street, Trenton; Tweed Her-

itage Centre, Tweed; Wallbridge House (website), 

www.wallbridgehouse.com. Other locations will be an-

nounced as added. Price is $25 in Belleville area, $30 else-

where. 

 
Vocalist Lenni Stewart and Andy Sparling. 

Photo by Orland French 

http://www.wallbridgehouse.com
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Belleville’s Own Railway 
The Grand Junction Railway 

By David Pershick 
 

On August 23, the Historical Society unveiled a me-

morial plaque to commemorate the Pinnacle Street 

Railway which brought freight and passengers into 

the heart of the community. Many people were sur-

prised to learn of this rail line and sought more detail. 

So, here is the rest of the story. 

 

The Grand Junction Railway Company was given its 

charter in 1870, and after much negotiation, a route 

was decided on. By 1873, the track was laid from 

Belleville harbour, up the west side of Pinnacle 

Street, turning right behind houses on to Great St. 

James Street, then north over Mill Street (now Sta-

tion Street) to join the Grand Trunk tracks.  

 

The former Pinnacle Street Methodist Church (near 

current Canadian Legion) was bought from the Ma-

sonic Lodge in 1873 and remodelled into a headquar-

ters and downtown station. It was three years later 

that two crossover diamond tracks arrived at the 

docks and were installed to get over the Grand Trunk 

so the lines could lead to Corbyville, Halloway and 

on to Stirling. At the same time, the company built a 

wooden engine house and turntable plus passenger 

shelter, car shop and weigh scales north of this 

crossing (current Crawford Metal). 

Finally, on June 24, 1877, the first passenger train 

left the downtown station and headed for Stirling, 

and a special picnic was laid on by the Masonic 

Lodge. The locomotive pushed three wood-sided flat 

cars with benches fastened to the floor, and with a 

brakeman’s van (caboose). The cars were pushed 

and not pulled, probably to keep the hot cinders from 

raining down on the passengers. It would be another 

three years before the line reached Peterborough 

(actually Ashburnam). 

The Grand Junction railway was amalgamated with 

the Midland Railway in 1880, and both became part 

of the Grand Trunk Railway in 1884. As the GTR 

The former Pinnacle Street Methodist Church was the 

downtown train stop for passengers of the Grand Junction 

Railway.                     Intelligencer photograph, June 19, 1964 

Train Stop

The Grand Junction Trunk route is marked on the map 

where it ran down Pinnacle street.  

CABHC—Belleville Fire Insurance Map 1904-1908, Key Plan 
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expanded in Belleville, they removed the crossovers 

of the old Grand Junction. This had the serious effect 

of removing direct access from the north to the 

downtown and eliminated the former market train. 

Now passengers and market vendors could not travel 

directly from the inland points to the Belleville mar-

ket with their wares. Rather, they had to detrain at 

Belleville station and take the Bay City Street Rail-

way to downtown and pay another fare. This led to 

complaints and deputations by town council and pa-

trons giving some limited relief.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Early in the twentieth century the tracks were moved 

to the centre of Pinnacle Street, and at the urging of 

the railways in the south part of the city (Canadian 

Pacific and Canadian Northern), this line became the 

main interchange with the Grand Trunk. Now coal 

was carried to the South Front Street dealers, freight 

carried to and from the government dock, and rail 

sidings at the Belleville Rolling Mills, Graham’s 

Cold Storage (National Grocers) and Marsh and 

Henthorne machinery company (currently site of fed-

eral building), while ice was loaded from the Glen 

Roy Ice factory on the city tracks. It was a busy line 

for the rapidly growing city.  

 

The last freight train ran on June 16, 1964. The last 

passenger train, on June 22, 1964, using CN’s fa-

mous excursion train #6167, was actually a special 

run to treat a group of children to the final ride and a 

luncheon at the Hotel Quinte. The big Northern type 

locomotive then backed up the track to the CN yards, 

and soon thereafter a ceremonial rail lifting with CN 

and city officials sealed the fate of Belleville’s Own 

Government Dock at the bottom of Pinnacle Street,  

Belleville, Ontario. Note the rail tracks which were used to 

transport goods to cargo ships.               CABHC 2016-22 (2)  

Grand Junction Train’s Last Run down Pinnacle Street, 

June 22, 1964   Mika Collection Locomotive 6167 Belleville                                                    

Dance of Decades Book for Sale 
 

The Commodores Orchestra is 90 years old and to 

celebrate this great milestone, conductor Andy Spar-

ling has written an amazing, colourful history of the 

band.  Dance of the Decades captures the people, 

their stories, the social scene across the Quinte Area 

through the early years in the Depression, the non-

stop dancing years of WWII, the rocking 1950s and 

1960s right up to the present.  Over 150 pictures in 

138 pages, full of colour and stories that will take us 

all back to those wonderful times.  

 

Available at Pinnacle Music Studios, Belleville; Riv-

erside Music, Trenton; Books & Company, Picton; 

Ashlie’s Books, Bancroft; Tweed Heritage Centre; 

Quinte Arts Council, Community Archives of Belle-

ville and Hastings County, Belleville.  Also can be 

ordered online through president@hastingshistory.ca 

or through Wallbridge House website.   

city branch forever.  

 

 
‘ 

mailto:president@hastingshistory.ca
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Belleville and Hastings  
County’s Own Prime Minister 

By Richard Hughes 
 

Over Canada’s 150 years, there have been 23 prime 

ministers, so it is safe to say that few communities 

across our great country can claim to be home to the 

leader of our nation. But Belleville and Hastings 

County can! While Mackenzie Bowell lived in Belle-

ville, he represented the riding of North Hastings.  

Born in England, Mac-

kenzie Bowell arrived 

in Belleville as a nine-

year-old boy. He lived 

here, married and 

raised his family of 

nine children here and 

passed away here 100 

years ago, on Decem-

ber 10, 1917. 

Commentators have 

wagged their fingers at 

Mackenzie Bowell and 

described him as a ra-

ther weak and indeci-

sive prime minister 

who was ultimately 

disowned by his own cabinet. But such broad state-

ments often overlook many skills and talents of the 

person and the complex situations they faced, giving 

an incomplete picture.  

In every area of endeavour, and for Bowell there 

were many, he rose to the top of his field and exhibit-

ed strong leadership and management skills. He be-

gan as an apprentice at the Belleville Intelligencer 

newspaper and rose through the ranks to printer, edi-

tor and ultimately, owner. No small feat! He was also 

an Orangeman and rose through the levels of that or-

ganization to become the Grand Master of the Or-

ange Order of British North America (1870–78). 

He entered politics and was first elected to the House 

of Commons in 1867 representing the riding of North 

Hastings. Again, he did not settle in as a backbench-

er, but was appointed to the cabinet as Minister of 

Customs. Later, he was Minister of Militia and De-

fence. As the country grew, the government created a 

Ministry of Trade and Commerce, and Bowell was 

appointed to lead this department. He was appointed 

to the Senate and became Leader of the Government 

in the Senate. In every endeavour, he rose to the 

top.  

In December 1894, Prime Minister Sir John Thomp-

son died suddenly at the age of 49, and the Gover-

nor General called upon Bowell to lead the govern-

ment. He was the second and the last to be prime 

minister while sitting in the Senate. Almost immedi-

ately, he faced the divisive and emotional problem 

of the Manitoba Schools Question. The strongly di-

vergent views touching upon religion, language and 

Native rights came together to sharply and emotion-

ally divide the country, the government and even 

his own cabinet. Bowell backed legislation that was 

strongly opposed by many of his colleagues; there 

were delays and indecision resulting in the business 

of government coming to a standstill. His cabinet 

revolted, and seven ministers resigned, forcing his 

own resignation on April 27, 1896. 

Mackenzie Bowell stayed on in the Senate as leader 

until 1906 and then as a regular senator until his 

death in 1917. He died of pneumonia just short of 

his 94th birthday and is buried at Belleville Ceme-

tery. 

Looking back at Outlook 
By Amanda Hill 

The first issue of the Hastings County Historical 

Society’s publication, Outlook, was published on 

February 13th, 1981. To mark the Society’s 60th an-

niversary, the Community Archives is in the pro-

cess of sharing all of the back issues of the newslet-

ter through our online catalogue, Discover. You can 

find the issues at http://discover.cabhc.ca/outlook-

newsletter. 

In the process of cataloguing the newsletter, we find 

that we are missing three issues. If you have any of 

these in your own filing system, we would be de-

lighted if you could lend them to the Archives so 

that they can be scanned and added to our online 

collection. 

The missing issues are:  

 September 1989 (Issue 78) 

 January 1994 (Issue 116) 

 April 1995 (Issue 126) 

http://discover.cabhc.ca/outlook-newsletter
http://discover.cabhc.ca/outlook-newsletter
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On the Home Front  
Excerpts from The Intelligencer 

December, 1917 
By Laurel Bishop 

 

December 7, 1917: “If we are to have a mercantile 

marine in keeping with the important position among 

the nations Canada has won for herself of late, there 

must be men and materials upon which to build. One 

of the functions of the Navy League is to encourage 

naval brigades for boys and young men in which they 

can receive practical and theoretical instruction in 

seamanship. …  Pension funds for the soldiers there 

are in abundance; the sailor is almost forgotten. …  It 

is known that the dependents of the crews of many 

torpedoed vessels are in dire necessity. Immediate 

relief is imperative. …  Give liberally on Sailors’ 

Day, Dec. 8th.” 

December 8, 1917: “Under the auspices of the 

Daughters of the Empire of Belleville, a grand con-

cert was held in the City Hall last night, which was a 

great success in every particular. The spacious hall 

was filled to overflowing, and the varied programme 

presented was thoroughly enjoyed. The object was to 

assist the fund for the sailors of the British and Cana-

dian navy and mercantile marine. All who took part 

in the programme acquitted themselves in a most 

pleasing manner.” 

December 11, 1917: “Sir Mackenzie Bowell. Born 

December 27, 1823. Died December 10, 1917. Sir 

Mackenzie Bowell has passed, but his memory will 

ever live in the hearts of the thousands who knew 

him but to love him. …  Truly a national figure in his 

many years of public service as a member of Parlia-

ment, Cabinet Minister, Premier of Canada, and Sen-

ator. …  His fatal illness began with a cold contracted 

little more than two weeks ago which developed into 

bronchial pneumonia and gradually sapped his ener-

gy until the final summons came at 7.45 Monday 

evening, Dec. 10, 1917. … 

No biographical sketch of Sir Mackenzie Bowell 

would be complete without reference to his connec-

tion with the newspaper fraternity. Entering the of-

fice of The Belleville Intelligencer many years ago as 

an apprentice he rapidly rose to the editor’s chair and 

eventually became proprietor of the business. …  

Newspaper work always held a keen attraction for 

him and up until illness prevented him from going to 

the office he was never happier than when preparing 

articles, editorial or general, for the paper. Another 

favorite hobby of his was his garden, and no finer 

flowers or vegetables could be found anywhere than 

in his lovely and well-kept garden at his home on 

William Street, Belleville, where he spent many hap-

py hours attired in working clothes, and big straw hat 

hoeing and weeding and giving loving care to his fa-

vorite flowers and attention to his vegetable crop.” 

December 11, 1917: Flags are at half mast upon the 

city building and other buildings in the city out of 

respect to the late Sir Mackenzie Bowell.” 

December 12, 1917: “Proclamation. The Business 

men of Belleville are requested to close their places 

of business from two o’clock p.m. to four o’clock 

p.m. on Thursday, December 13th, out of respect to 

the memory of the late Hon. Sir Mackenzie Bowell. 

H. F. Ketcheson, Mayor.” 

December 14, 1917: “Sir Mackenzie Bowell Hon-

ored in Death. Business was virtually suspended in 

the city between the hours of two and four o’clock 

while hundreds of citizens and many from outside 

points, far and near, attended the last sad rites. …  

The funeral procession was very long including the 

Masonic and Orange Lodges and many vehicles con-

taining relatives and friends, representatives of the 

city council and other civic organizations, including 

the educational departments, the schools closing 

down for the afternoon out of respect for the de-

ceased who for many years took an active interest in 

civic educational affairs being for several years 

Chairman of the Board of Public School Trustees.  

After a short service at the home, conducted by Rev. 

Dr. Scott, a public service was held at Bridge Street 

Methodist Church. …  The large church edifice was 

filled to the doors by a reverent assembly who with 

sad hearts but kindly memories followed with interest 

the solemn ceremony. …  The body was then taken 

from the sacred edifice and conveyed to Belleville 

cemetery and laid away in the tomb to await the res-

urrection morn. …  As the cortege passed the Ontario 

School for the Deaf, the pupils were lined up on ei-

ther side of the road through which it passed in a re-

spectful tribute to the life and memory of deceased.” 

December 18: “There was great rejoicing in Belle-

ville last night over the triumph of Union Govern-

ment and the election of E. Guss Porter, K.C., and up 

until midnight there were many sounds of celebration 
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less and their hearts were cheered with many evi-

dences of the Christmas spirit. …   

Christmas in the County jail. At Belleville jail 12 in-

mates, all men, partook of a Christmas dinner which 

had been especially provided by Governor Ketcheson 

and Mrs. Ketcheson. It was an extra meal, and was 

well served. Fruit and sweetmeats were also provid-

ed, and at the conclusion cigars were given the com-

pulsory guests at the County Bastile, a treat which 

was much enjoyed. Governor and Mrs. Ketcheson 

were thanked for the manner in which they had 

looked after the welfare of the unfortunates. 

Christmas Dinner at the Quinte. One of the traditional 

features of Christmas observance is the Christmas 

dinner with its roast turkey, cranberry sauce and deli-

cious dressing, supplemented with good old English 

plum pudding. …  A number of Belleville folks yes-

terday very wisely saved themselves the trouble of 

getting up a Christmas dinner and dined at the Hotel 

Quinte. …  The large dining room was filled with a 

merry gathering. …  The menu was eminently satis-

factory from soup to nuts and the booking and service 

was excellent. Christmas dinner at the Quinte was 

indeed a pleasant feature of a perfect Christmas day.”   

and cheers of the victors. …  A feature of the City 

Hall gathering was the presence of many returned sol-

diers in uniform, several of them making snappy 

speeches. …  The soldiers were so enthusiastic for 

Union Government and Mr. Porter that they insisted 

upon drawing the victorious candidate about the city 

in a large sleigh.” 

December 24, 1917: “The Intelligencer wishes every 

one of its many readers a very happy Christmas, and 

may the homes where the blighting hand of war has 

left its mark in empty chairs and sorrowful memories 

of cross-marked mounds in distant lands be blessed 

with the consolation of the Man of Sorrows. …  May 

the dawn of peace bless the world before another 

Christmas season comes around. …  Let us all seek 

that true happiness in the Christ spirit of making oth-

ers happy, and may the Christmas spirit warm every 

home with the blessings of unselfishness and service.”  

December 26, 1917: “Christmas in the City. The Mer-

ry Makers. The Arena was a favored spot for holiday 

merry-makers yesterday afternoon and evening and 

large crowds enjoyed excellent skating. The musical 

programmes rendered by the band were very much 

appreciated by the skaters and spectators. 

Christmas Dance. The Kiora Circle were at home to 

their many friends in Johnstone’s academy last even-

ing. The academy was beautifully decorated with 

many Xmas emblems. Lunch was served and a Ser-

pentine dance took place. A Belleville orchestra fur-

nished the music and a most enjoyable time was spent 

by all until the wee small hours. 

Christmas at the Theatres. A little bit of war, a consid-

erable bit of love interest and some genuine thrills 

favored the holiday crowds at Griffin’s theatre yester-

day matinee and evening. Jolly Billie Burke in ‘Arms 

and the Man’ was the feature, and a very satisfying 

feature it was, the story affording this dainty and clev-

er little actress abundant opportunity for the display of 

her exceptional talent. The Palace also had a good 

program and was largely patronized. 

Santa Claus Made Many Calls. Christmas was appro-

priately observed at local institutions yesterday. Santa 

Claus came to the Children’s Shelter and delighted 

the lads and lassies there with beautiful and satisfying 

gifts. At the Ontario School for the Deaf the pupils 

enjoyed an excellent Christmas celebration prepared 

by the staff. Santa Claus also proved that he was a 

friend of those domiciled at the Home for the Friend-
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The Movie Years – 100th  

Anniversary of Trenton’s  

Heyday as Hollywood North 
 

Society member and filmographer Doug Knut-

son and local author Peggy Dymond Leavey 

present The Movie Years – 100th Anniversary 

of Trenton’s Heyday as Hollywood North. See 

and hear how Trenton was once a movie  

capital.  

Note to Authors—By submitting material to be printed 

in the Outlook, the author confirms that he/she holds 

both legal and moral rights to the material, and grants 

permission to the Hastings County Historical Society to 

use this material in print and/or electronically. The opin-

ions expressed in articles submitted to the Outlook are 

those of the author and do not necessarily reflect the 

views of the Hastings County Historical Society, its 

Board or its members. 

It’s Membership  
Renewal Time 

  

Our Hastings County Historical Society member-

ship year runs from January to December. It’s not 

too early to renew your membership for 2018, if 

you haven’t already done so.  

 

If you receive a paper copy of the Outlook, check 

your mailing label, and if it says “2017,” we have 

not yet received your renewal, and you will find a 

membership form enclosed in your Outlook for your 

convenience. If your mailing label says “2018,” 

thank you for renewing early. You’re good for the 

coming year. If your label says “Life,” there’s no 

need to do anything except to continue to enjoy all 

the benefits of your HCHS membership.  

 

If you receive the online edition of the Outlook, you 

will be getting a membership reminder by email. 

And if you are looking for a gift for that hard-to-

buy-for person on your shopping list this holiday 

season, why not give them a gift membership in the 

Hastings County Historical Society? 

tel:613-967-3304

