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An Exciting New Year for Your Historical Society 

 

Happy New Year to you and your family! This is the time when we all look forward to a great year in 
2023 and resolve to do some new and interesting things. Your Historical Society is no exception. 
 
We will soon be launching our fresh new website.  The revised website features a clean new look that 
will bring you our local history in a much-improved format, making it easier to find what you want to 
know.  
 
We have been working on the website with the media agency Snap360, who also designed our 
attractive new logo.  This logo reflects our efforts to refresh the face of the Society.  
 
 

Coffee Mugs Feature New Logo 
 
Now you can enjoy your morning coffee or tea in a mug 
featuring our attractive new Historical Society logo.  They 
cost $10 and are available at the Archives (2nd Floor Belleville 
Public Library building), at our Public Presentations or from 
Society Board Members.  
 
 

Making It Easy to Pay 
 
Another step forward — you will soon be able to use credit 
and debit cards to pay for books and membership or to make donations.  Stay tuned for details.  
 
Your directors are also preparing the 2023 public programs lineup for your enjoyment. Details will be 

released in the coming weeks.   Indeed, 2023 is a year of renewal and re-energizing at your Historical 

Society.  
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It’s Reading Time Again 
by Michelle Hutchison 

 
Winter has us in its icy grip. The dark of night descends early. Perhaps a blizzard howls, even as 
we speak. What better time to reach for a blanket and a book describing history in Hastings? May 
we suggest … 

Much has been written about Canada’s fifth Prime Minister. He 
was thrust into the role by the untimely death of John Thompson. 
The appointment was intended to be temporary. When Mackenzie 
Bowell became Prime Minister in late 1894, it was expected that 
he would remain at the helm for only a few months, with early dis-
solution of Parliament and an election soon to follow. Then, the 
Manitoba School Question loomed large. The Conservative Party 
fell into disarray as the issue dragged on and competing factions 
made their demands. No time seemed right for an election that 
would secure another Conservative victory. Instead, what took 
place was A Very Canadian Coup, as Mackenzie Bowell was politely 
forced to resign. Using a variety of resources, both recorded and 
inferred, author Ted Glenn offers the reader a behind-the-scenes 
taste of the wheels of the government of the day that allows a 
glimpse of the real person of Mackenzie Bowell. This is not your 
usual history book! 
 205 pages  $25 

Have You Renewed Your Membership? 
 

Our membership year runs from January to December. If you have not yet renewed your annual 
membership for 2023, now is the time. If you have a LIFE membership – no worries! Your Outlook 
will keep coming.   

You can renew by filling in a membership form at the next Public Presentation at Maranatha on 
January 17, and handing it in at the Membership table along with a cheque or cash for your 
payment. Alternatively, you can go to our Hastings County Historical Society website (https://
hastingshistory.ca/) and click on MEMBERSHIP, to get to the Membership Application Form 
page. Then Click Here for a Printer-Friendly Application Form the membership form offers 
several options for payment, including instructions for e-transfer. Or, if you prefer, you can fill in 
the online form at the bottom of the Membership Application page and use your credit card to 
pay with PayPal. 

Membership brings benefits to both the member and the Society—mainly, it shows support for 
the community work of the Historical Society and makes the member part of the development 
and promotion of local history. And, very importantly, members receive our monthly newsletter, 
Outlook, with 8 pages of historical stories, news and coming events. Through membership you are 
part of the team.  

Thank you for your support for local history.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://hastingshistory.ca/
https://hastingshistory.ca/
https://hastingshistory.ca/photos/custom/Membership%20form%20-%20rev%202014-09-22.pdf


 4 

 

A Meeting of the Belleville Home Guard 
 

“A practical and interesting meeting of the members of the Home Guard was held last night in the Ar-
moury. There were about 100 present, who enrolled and signed the articles of agreement to serve in 
any capacities assigned to them individually or collectively. … On motion of Mr. W.C. Mikel, Friday of 
each week was selected for drill, and it was also arranged to have musketry instruction on Thursday 
and Friday nights at the Armouries. The musketry instruction is the most important part of the work. 
 
Colonel Ponton gave interesting reminiscences of the part taken by local militiamen in 1837, 1846 and 

1848. … Sir Mackenzie Bowell, in his usual vigorous manner, urged the necessity for a watchful lookout 

for suspicious strangers in our midst. After the meeting all the members fell in for their first drill under 

the command of Colonel Lazier. None were too old to march, and all were willing. It was an occasion, 

which all enjoyed.”  The Intelligencer August 27, 1914 (page 3) 

 

The Poem “The Belleville Home Guard”  
 

The following poem was written in September 1914 by William James Savage who was born in Eng-
land, left school at age 10 to enter the work force and ultimately came to Belleville. His collection of 
poems was gathered by his great-grandson, Robert Presland, and published in William James Savage, 
Walk with Me: From 1890 to World War Poetry and Prose. 
 
 
 

                                

                

Oh! Haven’t you heard of the Belleville Home Guard 
With Colonel Lazier in command. 
The tramp of our feet as we march down the street 
On our new asphalt pavement, is grand. 
Now we all cannot go to fight with the foe 
Where the roar of the cannon is heard 
So we’ll show that we’re trying, to keep the flag flying 
By joining the Belleville Home Guard. 
 
There are men in this town, who would rather go down 
To the pool room, the show or the bar, 
And squander their dimes, in these troublesome times 
When they ought to be thinking of war. 
There are men who will laugh, and throw-out their chaff 
And say that we’re just a disgrace, 
But should the Germans step in, you can bet they would grin 
On the opposite side of their face. 
 
There’s the dude with his girl and his mustache he’ll curl 
And don’t know how to handle a gun, 
If we had to retreat, he’d be sure German meet 
Unless he was good on the run. 
Now where should we be, if our ‘Land of the Free” 
By the Emperor William was bossed 
We should long for the day to be laid ‘neath the clay 
And the freedom we love would be lost. 

James Savage              CABHC TR3876 
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Now where would we look for protection if took 
By surprise by a German brigade 
Then the duty work would of fall on all men big and small 
Of the boys of the home guard, I’m afraid. 
We are not to be blamed and we don’t feel ashamed 
If we make a mistake now and then. 
There are some of us green, but we’ll let it be seen 
That we’ll rally in danger like men. 
 
For the best we can do, is to show we are true 
To the land over which our flag flies 
And we don’t want disgrace to be thrown in our face 
Should any emergency arise. 
Now a few words to those, of our boys who chose 
Who are gone for old England to fight 
As they join hand in hand with our dear Motherland 
In her struggle for freedom and right. 

Let say it aloud, of these boys who are proud 
And for their praises let everyone sing 
Three cheers for the lads, who left mothers and dads 
In Belleville to fight for their King. 
Now just let me say; those who can’t go away 
To the scene where the strife has been hard 
Just do your next best and throw out your chest. 
And drill with the Belleville Home Guard.  

Amanda Hill, speaker at the November  
presentation 

 

November Public 
Presentation 

 

At the November Public Presentation at Marana-
tha, Community Archivist Amanda Hill brought a 
wide-ranging description of the workings of this 
valuable facility, from the fascinating story of the 
founding of the Archives in 2016 through the many 
projects undertaken and the deposit and catalogu-
ing of immense volumes of municipal and private 
records. Of particular note, the team had scanned 
and put online more than 100 years of Hastings 
County newspapers and about 15,000 historical 
photographs. 
 
The ever-expanding Archives is a valuable asset to 
all of the people of Hastings County and well be-
yond, both in terms of assembling and protecting 
our heritage and in assisting researchers. Check out 
the website at cabhc.ca 
 

James and Emma Savage     CABHC TR3876  
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Thank You to Our Sponsors 
 
The Board of the Historical Society is very proud of the wide range of programs that we are able to 
bring to our members and friends all across the Quinte region and well beyond. Our great team of 
volunteers works tirelessly to develop our local heritage and bring it to the whole population. But, 
this would not be possible without the support and encouragement of our sponsors.   

When you read the Outlook newsletter or attend the Public Presentations at Maranatha or take 
part in historical public events all through 2023, be aware that these projects and many more are 
made possible by the generosity of our sponsors. 

Keep these names in mind: 

 

Bay of Quinte Mutual Insurance Co.,  Mr. Jeffery Howell 

Bel-Con Design Builders Ltd., Mr. Tom Gunsinger 

Campbell Monument Co. Ltd., Mr. Trevor Howard 

Ekort Property Management, Mr. Jamie Troke 

Mrs. Lois Foster 

Geertsma Homes Ltd., Mr. Andy Geertsma 

Dr. Al Karim Jiwa, Dentist 

Jones Deslauriers Insurance Mgmt. Inc.,  Mr. John Thomas 

Mackay Insurance Brokers Inc., Mr. Bruce Mackay 

Parkside Landscaping & Contracting, Mr. Stuart O’Brien 

Restoration Services Inc., Mr. Mark Turner 

Trenton Cold Storage Inc., Mr. Eben James 
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Mary’s highest climb to 
date had been the 
steeple of St. James’ 
Cathedral in Toronto, at 
328 feet.  But her 
ambitions stretched 
higher still: “Am I 
ambitious to reach 
great heights? Well, yes 
– in an aeroplane. I 
want to be an aviator.” 

 
 

Let’s Plan a Little Holiday - 
1890 Style 

 

by Richard Hughes 
 

As we are now fully into the grip of icy, cold, windy 
winter, many of us are dreaming, and some of us 
are planning a holiday trip. Wouldn’t it be 
wonderful to get away? If you were sitting around 
the dinner table, under the yellow glow of gaslight 
on a frosty night in 1890, you might be 
considering these options. 
 
For a short trip, maybe you could visit friends or 
relatives within our Quinte region. For this, of 
course, you could book a stagecoach for the 
bumpy ride. For the trip to Trenton, the 
stagecoach leaves the Dominion House Hotel 
daily at 3 p.m. Or, how about the mining country at 
Madoc? Again at the Dominion House, the stage 
arrives at 11 a.m. and leaves for the north at 2 p.m. 
Virtually every community in the region is 
connected by stages, so travel is frequent if not 
comfortable.  
 
If you feel you deserve something a bit more 
elegant, how about joining Captain Bloomfield on 
the steamer Hero for a trip to Kingston, with stops 
at all the intermediate points? This is for the early 
birds, as the steamer leaves Belleville dock at 3 

 

Belleville Was First Climb 
for Steeplejill 

 

by Amanda Hill, Archivist 
 
In 1913, Belleville’s Weekly Ontario newspaper 
reported on the activities of 23-year-old Mary 
Burleigh (born Mary Young), who was working 
with her husband as a steeplejack in Syracuse, 
New York. Her working clothes, according to the 
paper, were “a denim jacket and bloomers, with 
headgear of the boudoir cap pattern.”  The image 
here shows a boudoir cap from the collections at 
Glanmore National Historic Site, although we 
must suspect that Mary Burleigh’s cap would 
have been made of a more hard-wearing 
material, possibly denim to match her jacket. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mary was born in Montreal in around 1890 and 
lived in Lakefield, Ontario, until she married Fred 
Burleigh of Bay City, Michigan in 1908. Fred had 
been a steeplejack since 1899, working 
throughout Canada and the United States.  
 
Mary’s own career began in 1910 when she and 
Fred were in Belleville to work on a smokestack. 
Fred was taken ill and unable to make the climb. 
“We needed money,” said Mary, “so I went up and 
did the job.” She continued to scale chimneys, 
steeples and flagpoles after her Belleville 
experience. 

Boudoir cap on display at Glanmore  National  
Historic Site 

St. James’ Cathedral,  
Toronto 
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Hastings County Historical Society has its offices in the Library/Archives 

building at 254 Pinnacle Street, Second Floor, Postal Code K8N 3B1.    

Outlook is published nine months of the year for members and friends of the 

Society. Submissions can be sent to:   

outlook.hastingshistory@gmail.com 

 

Note to Authors—By submitting material to be 
printed in the Outlook, the author confirms that he/
she holds both legal and moral rights to the material, 
and grants permission to the Hastings County 
Historical Society to use this material in print and/or 
electronically. The opinions expressed in articles 
submitted to the Outlook are those of the author and 
do not necessarily reflect the views of the Hastings 
County Historical Society, its Board or its members. 
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a.m. If the budget will allow, you could visit the 
booming city of Montreal with Captain Smith on 
the Alexandria, with the added excitement of 
running the St. Lawrence rapids. You leave 
Monday at 7.30 a.m. and return Thursday at 
10.00 a.m. Excursion rates as low as $2. 
 
How about a trip to a foreign land? Well, at least 
to the U.S. The steamer, Norseman, leaves from 
Cobourg, connecting with the G.T.R. train from 
Belleville and will deliver you fully invigorated to 
Rochester. There you might stay at the Bantel 
Hotel which is very close to the rail depot. The 
rate is $1. per day, and meals cost an extra 25 
cents. Although not applicable to you, this hotel 
will care for the guest’s horse for 20 cents and 
put it in a warm barn for a further 10 cents.  
 
Now, let’s get more serious! Isn’t it time for a 
grand voyage to England? Back to the old 
country to see those long-absent relatives. Every 
week through the summer there are sailings out 
of Montreal on the Carthaginian, Circassian or 
Sardinian, destined for Liverpool. The morning 
express train from Belleville will get you to the 
docks for early boarding. For the return trip, a 
cabin costs between $100. to $150. If your 
budget is a bit tight, you can arrange an 
intermediate lodging at $60. or travel in steerage 
for $40. 
 

With your travel plans now taking shape, the cold 

winds of Canada’s winter don’t seem so cruel. 

Paddle steamer Hero built in 1878             CABHC HC07032 

tel:613-967-3304
mailto:president@hastingshistory.ca

