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Belleville’s Railro 
Brought To Life

BY BILL KENNEDY
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In its heyday the railroad was Belleville’s big
gest employer with upwards of 1,500 people on 
its payroll and 50 to 60 trains per day passing 
through town. During World War II steam en
gines stopping in the city were using a million 
gallons of water or more every 24 hours to keep 
their boilers fired up. In the space of little over 
half a century beginning in the 1850s Belleville 
railway buildings were erected, tom down, 
burned and moved and today their skeletal re
mains can still be seen if you know where to 
look.

The man who knows where to find them is rail
road enthusiast David Perschick of Belleville. 
David was the speaker at the March meeting

Members and guests at the March 21 meeting of the Hastings Coun
ty Historical Society enjoyed checking out maps and photos brought 
by guest speaker Dave Perschick. Many were surprised by the num
ber of structures that have come and gone since the mid 1800s. The 
station building seems the only constant and even it no longer looks 
the way it used to. Check out the circa 1860s photo on page 2 of the 
January 2006 issue of Outlook. Doug Knutson photo
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of the HCHS and through the 
use of maps and photographs 
he provided his audience of 
60 people with an informa
tive narrative on the history 
of the city’s railroad past. An 
especially interesting story 
told of the transportation of 
the Grand Trunk Railroad’s 
three-storey high coal chute 
building. The entire structure 
was raised above two sets of 
adjacent tracks on screw jacks 
to a height slightly greater 
than a flat car. Flat cars were 
then mn under the building 
for its full length and the 
building lowered onto them. 
When everything was secured 
the move commenced in what

was described as a “ticklish” 
procedure that concluded suc
cessfully six hours later with 
the coal chute at its new site 
three-quarters of a mile away.

The first railroad buildings 
went up in the vicinity of Bel
leville’s current train station 
about 1855 but it is the train 
station alone that remains 
today. The engine house 
constructed in Belleville two 
years after Confederation in 
1869 burned in 1875 and was 
tom down. Its turntable was 
used for a time after that but 
the building itself was never 
replaced. The footings for it 
are still there.

Continued on page 2.
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Continued from page 1.
In 1905 Toronto tired of all the 

smoke associated with the Grand 
Trunk’s central operations at Little 
York so the company decided to re
locate kit and caboodle to Belleville 
where in 1910 it built one of the 
largest round houses in the country 
with 41 locomotive stalls. Back 
around that time the cost of a new 
locomotive was about $100,000.

At one time many small lines such 
as the Grand Junction Railroad, de
scribed as a ramshackle operation, 
and Midland Railroad crisscrossed 
the countryside servicing local com
munities. The Methodist church that 
once stood on Pinnacle Street and 
later housed the Masonic Order was

sold to Grand Junction for use as 
offices. In a bid to avoid competi
tion from Canadian Pacific in the 
area these lines and others were 
bought by the GTR including what 
was known as the Market Train. It 
delivered produce from places like 
Madoc and Stirling right to Bel
leville’s Market Square. The small
est railroad highlighted was that of 
the Belleville Cement Company in 
the Point Anne area. Its diminutive 
locomotive was either gas or electric 
powered. Horse drawn streetcars 
operated in Belleville the last few 
years of the nineteenth century and 
when the rails for this service were 
taken up they were used in the con
struction of the Point Anne rail line.

Today the rail bed running past the 
Belleville train station is three feet 
higher than it was a century ago and 
the station’s windows are no longer 
floor to ceiling, their lower portion 
having been removed. A photograph 
of the station shows a nearby pole 
fitted with semaphore signal arms to 
provide directions to the engineers.

Audience interest in the topic was 
evident throughout the presentation. 
Numerous questions were asked as 
David progressed through his mate
rial and a number of people contrib
uted information about what they 
knew of local railroad history. The 
Society hopes to arrange a walking 
tour of the areas described by David 
sometime later in the year.

Compare the 1860s view of the Belleville station and locomotive (photo on page 2 of the January 2006 issue of 
Outlook) with this 1925 view. The Grand Trunk had added a second-storey with a mansard roof to the station and 
widened the platform. Locomotive 6030 was an impressive piece of machinery. The Bell sign indicated that there 
was a public telephone in the station.

(CN Photo 22906 in the Mika Collection, HCHS).

Scheduled speakers for HCHS in 2006
May - Cheryl MacDonald: Topic is DEADLY WOM

EN OF ONTARIO
September - John and Dianne Brisley: Topic is PRE

SERVING HISTORIC BUILDINGS IN PRINCE ED
WARD COUNTY

October - Tom Allison: Topic is 150 YEARS OF 
RAILROADS IN THE QUINTE AREA 

November - C.W. Hunt: Topic is DANCING IN 
THE SKY - A HISTORY OF THE ROYAL FLYING 
CORP’S AIR TRAINING PLAN IN CANADA



Speaking of railw ay stations .. .
This is the Stirling Grand Trunk/CN station around 1900. 

Hotel carriages vied for position to collect passengers to 
take them to one of Stirling’s hotels. The locomotive belches 
smoke as passengers board and disembark. In the last two 
years the Stirling Rotary Club and the Stirling-Rawdon His
torical Society have succeeded in moving the station from its 
former site to a location closer to North Street. Restoration 
which will be ongoing for many years, is proceeding at a good 
pace and the station should be open for viewing by the sum
mer of 2006.

from the postcard collection of Lewis Zandbergen

The “Archive Angels”
Bobby Jo Morris is the newest volunteer at the Hastings Heri
tage Centre. She joined the group last year and has worked 
on several tasks. Presently, she is helping with an inventory 
of our picture collection to locate any misfiled pictures and 
ensure that all pictures are properly protected in acid-free 
folders. Bobby Jo and our other Archive Angels invite YOU to 
join them in our Monday afternoon workshops. Call 968-5023 
for information. Boyce Photo

A Correction
We apologize to the family of the late 

Dick Midlane, whose name unfortunately 
was misspelled in our sympathy notice last 
month.

Sympathy
Our sympathy is extended to the fam

ily and friends of the late Dorothy Foley. 
Her husband Frank was a director of our 
Society for several years and served as 
president in the early 1970s, at the time 
that we moved the Hastings County Mu
seum from the former Registry Office on 

Church Street to Glanmore.



Bus Trip 
April 29, 2006

DEPARTURE TIME 
8:30 A.M. 

RETURN TIME 
between 4:30 and 5 p.m.

COST: $50 per person.
This includes a gargantuan church lunch with at least four different kind of sandwiches plus four 

different varieties of homemade pies and cheese and crackers, tea or coffee, and fruit.

FROM - FRANKLIN/ GREY HOUND BUS TERMINAL
at 305 Bell Boulevard

Bell Boulevard runs along the southern boundary of the Quinte Mall, drive west on Bell Boulevard 
past the Quinte Mall, just past Sidney Street and you will see the bus terminal on your left hand side.

TRIP DESTINATION
Centre Hastings i.e. Madoc, Marmora and points in between and to the north.

TOUR LEADER
Bob Ross, former geology teacher at B.C.I. His trips are very popular with the people at The Har

bour Club and other organizations.
He has staked mining claims through out the region and knows it intimately.

Walking shoes are recommended.

ASSISTANT WILL SHOW GHOST TOWNS TOO
Bill Hunt, who will provide colour commentary on some of the villages
and ghost towns we will be stopping at or passing __________________
through.

MID-MORNING PIT STOP - we will be 
making a stop at the Tim Hortons in Madoc 

where you can use the facilities, have a snack 
or beverage etc. The money you spend at 

Tim’s is NOT part of the trip package.

TICKETS
Vera Morton at our meetings or phone her at 966-4859.

Hastings County Historical Society is based at the old township office in Can- 
nifton. Please address mail to General Delivery, Cannifton, Ontario K 0K 1K0 

Outlook is published in January, February, March, April, May, September, 
October and November for the friends and members of 

the Hastings County Historical Society.
It is edited and produced by Lewis Zandbergen.

Anyone wishing to submit articles or information may contact the editor at 
613-395-3022, or E-mail <lewis.zandbergen@ sympatico.ca>

Thank you to The Community Press for its assistance.
PLEASE NOTE!

The Deadline for the May 2006 issue is April 24,2006
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