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Shannonville Through  

the Years  By Bill Kennedy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Just east of Belleville along Highway 2 lies the village of 

Shannonville. Once upon a time, it had an establishment 

called The Wayside Inn. In its early days, women were 

required to have an escort before they were allowed 

through the door. But that was before the 1970s when 

things livened up as cages were installed for go-go danc-

ers, and female impersonators became part of the enter-

tainment. On Friday nights you could expect two or three 

brawls to break out. Kids would line up along the curb 

outside waiting for the first punch to be thrown because 

they knew that in the ensuing melees coins invariably 

would fall from the pockets of the pugilists, and they 

could quickly scoop them up.   

This was just one of the many stories of Shannonville that 

Historical Society member and volunteer Bobby-Jo Mor-

ris had to tell her audience of over 130 people at the Soci-

ety’s September meeting. She gathered a lot of stories, she 

said, by knocking on doors and sitting down at kitchen 

tables with people who, like her, had grown up there.   

The first church in Shannonville was the Methodist 

Church. It was built in 1830, and in later years became a 

storage depot for canned tomatoes. In 1979, it was de-

stroyed by fire, and it was suggested that two boys aged 

ten and eleven with cigarettes might have had something 

to do with it.  

As houses with running water were not commonplace in 

the village’s early days, public water pumps were availa-

ble. Usually a tin cup would be attached so that passersby 

could quench their thirst. An old map of Shannonville 

found by Bobby-Jo at the University of Toronto showed 

the sites of springs in the village. Just for fun, a dowser 

was conscripted to see if he could detect them, and sure 

enough, the springs were right where the map had placed 

them.  

In the 1820s, the village had a sawmill on the Salmon 

River that by 1860 had 150 employees and was processing 

thousands of board feet of lumber every day. And there 

were the cheese and canning factories. As a child, Shan-

nonville resident Bernie Maracle remembered sneaking 

into the cheese factory with one of his buddies to pilfer 

some of the curd. The canning factory provided only sea-

sonal work and employed many women as can be seen in 

the accompanying photograph. When the village’s Harry 

C. Taylor store burnt down, the stone from its walls was 

used to bolster the canning factory’s boiler room floor. 

Built in 1927 by John Weese, the factory stayed in busi-

ness for fifty-five years and was demolished in 1994.  

A highlight of the presentation was the interaction be-

tween Bobby-Jo as she related her information and the 

audience. A number of people were current or past resi-

dents of Shannonville, and knew the village well. Some 

saw themselves on the overhead screen in photos from 

forty and fifty years ago. Bobby-Jo assured the audience 

there were some stories she knew but wouldn’t tell. 

Historical Society member and volunteer Bobby-Jo Morris 

was the guest speaker at the Society’s September public 

event.  She is shown here standing beside a photograph of 

workers for the Shannonville Canning Factory which was 

built in 1927. The majority of the workers seen here were 

women.                                                    Photo by Bill Kennedy 
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ning game two by a 7–5 score in Point Anne. The decid-

ing third game was scheduled for neutral grounds in Stir-

ling. That normal nine-inning game went to extra innings 

with Point Anne victorious 1–0 in no less than fifteen in-

nings. Amazingly, pitchers Maracle and Griffin pitched 

the whole game for their teams. 

The next opponent for the young Cementmen was Syden-

ham, north of Kingston. That team proved to be easier 

opponents as Point Anne won two straight games by 

scores of 7–5 and 2–1 to win the series. We would have to 

wait a couple of weeks while our next opponent from 

Western Ontario was decided. We received the news that 

we would play Whitechurch in a best-of-three series for 

the Ontario Junior C Championship. The first game was 

scheduled for Saturday, September 25, in Wingham, near 

Whitechurch. 

Early that morning a Colonial bus carrying the team plus 

fans left Point Anne, arriving in the far Western Ontario 

town of Wingham about five hours later. The evening 

game was played before a large crowd of locals plus a few 

dozen Point Anne fans. Despite a strong pitching perfor-

mance by Ron Maracle, we lost by a close 3–1 score. 

Whitechurch pitcher Don McDowell allowed only two 

hits and struck out no less than twenty Cementmen. 

Newspaper reports said that the umpiring of husband-and-

wife team, Sade and Wilda Widemeyer, left much to be 

desired. Nonetheless, our young Point Anne team left on 

the ride home, determined to even the series the next Sat-

urday on our home field. 

The young Cementmen met the challenge before a very 

large crowd at the Point Anne ballpark. We won a thrill-

ing extra-inning game by a 5–4 score. The score was tied 

in the ninth inning when the author’s double drove in a 

run. We won the game in the tenth inning when Rick 

Rosebush knocked in Ronnie Maracle for the winning run. 

Maracle again pitched the win for the locals. 

On Saturday, October 8, another bus carrying the team 

plus fans left for Newmarket where the third and deciding 

game would be played. Several carloads of fans accompa-

nied the bus. The fans were not disappointed as the Ce-

mentmen prevailed by a 7–5 score to win the Ontario Jun-

ior C Championship. Rick Rosebush, Ron Maracle and 

Mike Cook were the big hitters for the victors, and Mara-

cle again was the pitching star. 

As our bus and fan cars reached Point Anne, we toured 

the village streets with horns blaring and cheers very loud. 

An impromptu celebration filled the local parish hall as 

the village celebrated its last Ontario Championship. 

Mind-boggling to the author is the realization that fifty 

years has now passed since that pinnacle moment for a 

group of teenaged boys from a once-thriving village of 

Point Anne. We were young and somewhat innocent of 

Point Anne’s Last Softball 
Championship 

By Vern Whalen 

For several decades the name of the village and the sport 

were synonymous. The village’s name was Point Anne, 

and the sport was softball. For many years a game of soft-

ball at the Point Anne ballpark was as common as the 

smoke from the stacks of the cement plant. Most of the 

local residents were spectators when the company-

sponsored Cementmen took the field. 

Over the course of their existence, the Point Anne Ce-

mentmen won a total of five Ontario Men’s Champion-

ships. They included the 1937 Intermediate B, the 1941 

Intermediate C and the 1955 and 1956 Intermediate A 

Industrial Championships. 

October 8, 2016, will mark the 50th Anniversary of the last 

Cementmen team to win an Ontario Championship. That 

team won the Ontario Junior C Championship, and as part 

of that team, I have very fond and clear memories of that 

victory.  

Managed by Bill Shaw, we had the previous year won the 

Belleville Commercial League Championship. In 1966, 

we easily captured first place. We were all in our late teen 

years, and what talent we lacked, we made up in spirit. 

Parents, siblings, girlfriends and villagers followed our 

exploits as we began a run for an Ontario Championship. 

Admittedly, we had as a young pitcher one of the best in 

Eastern Ontario, Ronnie Maracle. He was the son of leg-

endary pitcher Patty Maracle, a member of Belleville’s 

Sports Hall of Fame. 

 

Our first playoff series pitted us against a team who boast-

ed two young star pitchers in Larry Griffin and Daryl 

Kramp—yeah, former MP. Point Anne won game one in 

Madoc by a 4–1 score, and Madoc tied the series by win-

Cementmen Ball Team 1966 with the author of this article 

first from the right in the back row.  Photo Source: Vern 

Whalen  
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what lay ahead in our lives, and unbelievably, we are now 

senior citizens. Over the years, sadly, some have passed 

on, including the ever-congenial manager Bill Shaw, 

coaches Jim Hunter, Burt Whalen and Vince Maher. Two 

of our teammates, Perry Ellis, Gerry Maher and captain 

Eric Maher are also gone, as well as many of our loyal 

fans. Teammates that survive include Ronnie Maracle, 

Dave Akey, Rick Rosebush, Tom MacDonald, Mike 

Cook, Dennis Maher, Larry Fraser, Ray Summers, Paul 

Genereux and Jamie Hunter and yes, the author. My list 

must include our scorer Ron “Bo” Sedore and batboy Bob 

Green. 

All of us were there on our “field of dreams” fifty years 

ago in the summer and fall of 1966. All of us will be for-

ever Junior Champions of Ontario. 

 

 Hastings County Prepares for 
Confederation 

By Richard Hughes 

One hundred and fifty years ago, Sir John A. Macdonald 

and his team of sixteen negotiators were preparing the fi-

nal package of seventy-two resolutions which would the 

following year form the basis of the British North America 

Act. While these lofty and monumental actions were being 

taken elsewhere, much more down-to-earth concerns were 

influencing the lives of the good folks of Hastings County. 

In 1866, you might look at Hastings County as three re-

gions, all interdependent and all fully occupied in the 

heavy labours of the day. Along the thirty-mile front on 

the Bay of Quinte, the three townships of Sidney, Thurlow 

and Tyendinaga with the village of Trenton and the town 

of Belleville were well populated and in advanced stages 

of agricultural and industrial development. Water was the 

main highway, and steamboats plied the calm waters of 

the Bay carrying local produce to destinations such as 

Montreal and Oswego, New York. There was discussion 

of a canal at the west end of the Bay to form a link with 

Lake Ontario. For almost a decade, the Grand Trunk Rail-

way had served this area, carrying freight and bringing the 

newly arrived immigrants here. The villages to the north 

were well served with daily service by stagecoach. 

The development of the County was substantially assisted 

by the three rivers emptying into the Bay: the Trent, Moi-

ra and Salmon, all of which carried large quantities of 

squared timber and thousands of logs every spring to the 

roaring sawmills at their mouths. Many of these logs were 

formed into rafts that were floated down the Bay and the 

St. Lawrence to Quebec. The lumber industry brought 

development and employment to many in the central part 

of the County and increasingly, as forests were depleted, 

to the northern reaches. These rivers also provided the 

power for hundreds of mills producing flour and wool. 

This, in turn, created a demand for iron workers, builders 

and the local farmers.  

Moving to the central townships, the wealth was to be 

found in the fertile lands which provided rich harvests for 

both the local population and for export. By 1866, many 

substantial farms with fine homes had been established 

around Rawdon, Hungerford and Huntingdon townships 

through the backbreaking labour of great numbers of own-

ers and farm workers in an age of few machines.  

Further north in Hastings County, it was a totally different 

story in 1866 as the first hints of boundless mineral wealth 

pointed to rapid development and a very bright future. 

Early arrivals spread the news of a great abundance of 

iron, copper and lead and even discoveries of nickel, zinc 

and antimony. And hints of gold! People felt that the ini-

tial indication of minerals was a sure sign that the great 

expanses of untouched forests in the north concealed fur-

ther discoveries.  

Immense beds of magnetic ore near Crow Lake were 

View of Durham Street looking south in Madoc, circa 1867 

CABHC HC02084  
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ternoon, at the Patriotic Booth, and all the women who 

have not a regular occupation, are urged to register and 

aid the committee who are anxious to get a good list of 

volunteers.” 

October 4, 1916: “Lieut.-Col. Barrager, commandant of 

the School of Infantry, has received several letters from 

boys at the front who had their first military experience in 

the original Queen Mary School in Belleville of which he 

was principal. When the cadet corps was organized some 

eight years ago Col. Barrager immediately applied for 

permission to organize one for his school. …  There were 

forty boys in the corps and though no uniform was al-

lowed the enthusiasm was at high pitch. …  The fact that 

such a large percentage of the boys have enlisted is one of 

the greatest tributes to the cadet corps movement.” 

October 5, 1916: “Women have shown themselves to be 

well adapted to the more delicate work of munition manu-

facture, such for example as the making of fuses and parts 

which require very careful handling. Thousands of women 

have volunteered and some 1,200 to 1,500 are being em-

ployed, although there are some times objections on the 

part of foremen and other employees to the employment 

of many women. Those who have gone into the industries 

are many of them former store women.” 

October 11, 1916: “The jam and marmalade shower re-

cently given by the ‘Y’ at the home of Mrs. Williams was 

a decided success. One barrel containing 50 jars was 

packed and shipped to the boys in the trenches last week. 

…  Over ninety yards of cheese-cloth was also received 

this week and is being made up into much needed com-

forts for those suffering the ills of trench life.” 

October 11, 1916: “The Red Cross and Women’s Patriotic 

Association room over Adam’s Shoe Store, will be open 

for a week beginning Thursday, October 12, from 2 to 6, 

to receive donations from the public either money or from 

the following list: pipes, tobacco, cigarettes, gum, candies, 

hard candies, oxo, prepared cocoa and coffee, sardines, 

playing cards and leather shoe laces. Bring in the address-

es of Belleville soldiers so each one will get a Christmas 

present from home.” 

October 13, 1916: “The ladies of Belleville, who are 

members of the Argyle Chapter, Imperial Order of the 

Daughters of the Empire, were to-day busily engaged in 

preparing boxes for shipment to Kingston. The boxes con-

tain sandwiches and fruit, which will be supplied to mem-

bers of the 155th Battalion while enroute from Kingston to 

Halifax. This thoughtful act on the part of the ladies will 

no doubt be much appreciated by the soldier boys who are 

going overseas.” 

October 16, 1916: “The ladies of St. Michael’s congrega-

tion wish to thank their friends for responding so gener-

ously in making their Tea and Musical, held in the Quinte 

mined and carried on scows down river to the Marmora 

Iron Works at the first rapids on the Crow River. At Ma-

doc, a large bed of magnetic ore was mined, and iron was 

produced in the village. Another large bed of ore was lo-

cated at Bridgewater. But there was a problem. They had 

to move the iron from the townships to Belleville and the 

shipping port. A railway was urgently needed, and its ab-

sence seriously hampered the development of what ap-

peared to be an inexhaustible resource. Equally, the rail-

way was required to bring in the coal required for the 

smelting of iron ore. The mineral discoveries seemed to 

come rapidly: antimony in Hungerford, zinc in Lake, lith-

ographic stone in Marmora and Madoc and excellent mar-

ble across the four central townships.  

In the far north of Hastings County settlement was in the 

early stages, but the province was providing incentive in 

the form of the Hastings Road along which free grants of 

land were offered. Just a few years earlier, twelve new 

townships had been laid out along this road. By 1866, 

many of these lands had been taken up. The hope was that 

the boom in mining and lumbering would create a demand 

for agricultural products rendering the farms viable. 

Hastings in 1866 was, indeed, a prosperous and rapidly 

developing county; the future looked very bright. The 

combination of harbour, rail facilities and industry in the 

south; the fertile farmlands towards the centre; and the 

apparently boundless mineral and forest reserves of the 

north pointed to a glowing future. The remaining factors 

of capital investment and railways were seen as natural 

consequences of the richness of the lands. And with this 

promise of a great future, in 1866, the people of Hastings 

County looked positively on the prospects of both their 

rapidly developing county as well as their new country, 

the Dominion of Canada, initially led by Sir John A. Mac-

donald. 

This information is drawn from the 1866 Directory of 

Hastings County. 

 

On the Home Front 

Excerpts from The Intelligencer  

October, 1916 

By Laurel Bishop 

October 2, 1916: “A meeting was held in the Y.M.C.A. 

Saturday at 3 P.M., of the Women’s Emergency Corps, 

Belleville Branch. It was decided to have a registration of 

all the women who are willing to work during the period 

of the war, and so relieve all the men who are physically 

fit for duty but feel they cannot leave their positions. …  

The Registration will begin at the Y.M.C.A. Tuesday af-
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Tea Rooms, such a decided success. The sum realized was 

$63.30 which will be used to procure Christmas comforts 

for our boys in the trenches.” 

October 17, 1916: “Once again the people of Ontario are 

asked to give out of the largeness of their hearts to the 

great work of the British Red Cross. This is an opportunity 

and an obligation as well. The British Red Cross is the 

only institution which carries voluntary aid to the sick and 

wounded of the British forces on land and sea in every 

region of the war.” 

October 17, 1916: “The statement of Royal Bank officials 

that they now employ 700 women in their various offices 

as compared to only 250 previous to the war, serves to 

draw added attention to another phase of the powerful cur-

rent of these, our times. Incidentally, the management 

state that taken as a whole these women are very satisfac-

tory. They are largely young girls recruited from business 

colleges and the usual business channels, but of late a new 

element has crept into supply. This is in reference to the 

fact that girls of well-to-do families who had not previous-

ly considered working are now beginning to fill the gap 

created by the absence of other bread winners or else 

simply in answer to the more insistent demand for their 

services. Financial Post.” 

October 20, 1916: “The Military Service Department of 

the Y.M.C.A. of Canada, is arranging for photographs of 

the wife and children or other relatives of men serving at 

the front, and forwarding these overseas. In one case a 

soldier had a snapshot sent to him, his first view of his 

baby born seven months before.” 

October 24, 1916: “Lieut. George T. Walsh and Pte. W. J. 

Dunnam, of the 216th Bantam Battalion, are in the city 

looking for short men. This is the only battalion of its kind 

in Eastern Canada, and apparently it will be successful in 

obtaining the necessary recruits, as nine hundred are al-

ready enrolled, and but one hundred and fifty more are 

required. Lieut. Walsh expects to secure about fifty men in 

this district. The standard heights for recruits is five feet 

two inches; it is below this limit that the bantam battalion 

is looking for.” 

October 25, 1916: “On Friday evening the Pollyanna Club 

were entertained to supper by Mrs. R. J. Graham, at the 

Quinte, after which their annual meeting took place. Red 

Cross work for the coming winter was discussed, and it 

was decided to raise funds for this purpose by accepting 

Mr. Lattimer’s kind offer of his tea-room, which the Polly-

annas will open almost immediately. This club of young 

girls, formed before the war began, has proved itself of 

sterling worth the last two years, under their Honorary 

President and chaperon, Mrs. Graham, and they deserve 

the patronage of the public in this enterprise they are un-

dertaking.” 

October 26, 1916: “Girls can work as farmers next year, 

as boys did this year, and still get their academic standing, 

according to regulations issued by the Department of Edu-

cation at Toronto. These regulations make it clear this 

year that this work must be done on Ontario farms. During 

1916 some boys made the mistake of going to harvest on 

the plains.” 

October 27, 1916: “This month the local Jewish congre-

gation, consisting of about twelve families, celebrated 

their Atonement Day, and according to custom, they made 

offerings to charity, and this year, on the recommendation 

of Mr. M. Tobe, President, Mr. J. Diamond, Vice-

President, Mr. N. Dine, Secretary, and Mr. D. Phillips, 

Treasurer, the congregation are giving the entire amount 

to the Jewish War Relief Fund of Russia. There is also a 

recent society formed by the Belleville Jewish ladies for 

the purpose of collecting and contributing to Jewish War 

Relief charities.” 

October 28, 1916: “The first of next week the Women’s 

Patriotic Association of this city, through the industrious 

knitting department, the Rainbow Club, will ship to Belle-

ville soldier boys overseas, forty boxes of Christmas gifts, 

each box containing from 12 to 15 smaller packages ad-

dressed individually to Belleville soldiers in the trenches. 

These smaller boxes are novelties in themselves; the re-

ceptacles are made of heavy manila material, inscribed on 

the cover ‘Women’s Patriotic and Red Cross Association-

Rainbow Club.’ …  Boxes will also go to Shorncliffe and 

other hospitals, for Belleville patients, and wherever our 

boys may be, including Saloniki, these Christmas gifts 

will seek them out. …  As an evidence of the amount of 

knitting our Rainbow Club ladies have been doing, $3,000 

worth of yarn has been turned into socks, all of which has 

been paid for by their own efforts, in giving teas, enter-

tainments, and other means. All hail the beautiful spirit 

that has been shown by the mothers, the sisters, the wives, 

the friends of our brave lads who are seeing service at the 

front.”  

 

 

 

By Amanda Hill 

In September the Deseronto Archives transferred 100 box-

es of material from its former location in Deseronto Public 

Library to the Community Archives in Belleville. The 

Community Archives is jointly funded by the City of 

Belleville and the County of Hastings. Each municipality 

in Hastings County gives financial support to the Archives 
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through their contribution to the County, and they are all 

able to take advantage of the Community Archives' facili-

ties to care for their records. 

In Deseronto, the small Archives Room was running out 

of space for archives. Since the establishment of the Ar-

chives in 1997, a lot of material has been collected about 

the town. The photograph below shows the boxes once 

they had been shipped to Belleville. 

Materials in the Deseronto Archives collection include: 

Minute books of the Town from 1872 

Records of Deseronto Public Library from  its founda-

tion in 1885 

Records of Deseronto Cemetery 

Photographs of the town 

Maps of Deseronto 

Subject files on as-

pects of the history of 

Deseronto and the 

Tyendinaga Mohawk 

Territory 

 

Many of the photo-

graphs from this col-

lection have already 

been digitized and are 

available on Flickr. 

We will continue to 

add posts on Deser-

onto's World War I 

history to the Deser-

onto Archives' blog at 

http://

deserontoarchives. 

wordpress.com until 

2018. The collection 

is now safely housed 

in the CABHC vault, where there is plenty of room for 

additions!  

Deseronto-area residents can continue to bring archival 

materials to the Deseronto Public Library, from where 

they will be transferred to Belleville for preservation in 

the Community Archives. 

The Deseronto Archives Board will continue to meet, and 

is planning a number of history-related activities in Deser-

onto for 2017. We look forward to sharing news about 

those in the months to come. 

 

Doors Open at CABHC 
By Amanda Hill 

On Saturday September 17th over 50 people took ad-

vantage of Belleville’s Doors Open event to tour the Com-

munity Archives. Materials were put on display in the 

Gerry Boyce Reading Room and participants had a chance 

to look behind the scenes and see the Archives’ vault 

spaces. 

All photos by Amanda Hill 
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The British Home Children   

Speaker: Sandra Joyce 
 

Author and historian Sandra Joyce will speak on The 

British Home Children from 1869 to 1939. Ms. Joyce 

is the author of three books on the subject. 
 

     Date: Tuesday, October 18, 2016 

Time: 7:30 p.m. 

Location: Maranatha  
100 College Street West, Belleville 

(Please use rear parking lot and back entrance and go to  

Meeting Room)  
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Desmond Lowry Celebration of Life 
This will be held on October 22 at the Quinte Sports & 

Wellness Centre in the Multi-Purpose Room on the sec-

ond floor from 1:00 p.m. until 4:00 p.m. The main part 

will be at 2:30 p.m. 

To Preserve and  

Protect 

 
Glanmore National Histor-

ic Site is offering a new 

program this October! To 

Preserve and Protect: Car-

ing for Your Family Heir-

looms will take place Sat-

urday, October 22, 2016, from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 

p.m. Drop in to Glanmore and bring along your family 

heirlooms to learn how to best preserve and protect these 

objects for future generations. Throughout the afternoon, 

heritage professionals will be prepared to answer your 

questions, give advice and demonstrate how you can best 

care for your personal treasures such as furniture, books, 

ceramics, metal objects, framed art, documents, photo-

graphs, quilts and clothing. A selection of conservation 

materials to aid in preservation will be available for 

sale. Regular museum admission applies. Call 613-962-

2329 for more details or visit www.glanmore.ca  

tel:613-967-3304
tel:613-962-2329
tel:613-962-2329
http://www.glanmore.ca

