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Archives Expert 
Jennifer Bunting Gives Us 
The Straight Goods!!
buy C. W. Hunt

Our February meeting lived up to the month’s lousy reputation 
weather-wise. We had a miserable, freezing rain, followed by strong 
winds and cold rain; you know, the kind of rain that is so cold you 
actually yearn for a good ole Canadian snow storm in its place. 
Never the less, a respectable crowd was on hand to hear our expert 
speaker.

Jennifer Bunting has two masters degrees; one from the University 
of Birmingham in Fine Arts, the other from Queen’s University, (the 
writer’s Alma Mater) in Canadian History. She also took the course 
run by the National Archives in archives management and has over 
thirty years experience in that field, the last thirteen years running 
the Lennox and Addington Archives at Napanee.
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Jennifer Bunting, 
Archivist at the 

Lennox and 
Addington 

Archives in 
Napanee was the 
guest speaker at 

the February 
meeti ng of the 

Hastings County 
Historical Society.

She presented local 
historian and au

thor Gerry Boyce 
with an historic 

journal.

Doug Knutson photo



Continued from page 1.
She gave us some particularly useful 
tips on how to run our planned archives 
and especially what to avoid. For exam
ple. LOCATION! It’s important to Mac
Donalds and Tim Hortons we know, but 
an archives?

No, we’re not talking about that 
type of location but on what floor and 
what type of building do you locate 
the archives. Don’t do what they did 
in Napanee, where they located the 
archives on the second floor. Jennifer 
pointed out that the material in an ar
chives—all sorts of municipal records 
for example—is very heavy. (Yes, paper 
is heavy, especially large piles of it, as 
in documents.) Moreover, today they 
have all sorts of new systems whereby 
a large amount of material can be stored 
in quite a small space, putting even 
more weight on the floor. An example 
of a good location would be the ground 
floor of a former school of which there 
are a few around just now. (Hint, hint to 
municipal authorities.)

She also told us —and some might 
not have liked this —to avoid heritage

buildings. Why’(you ask. Well, an ar
chives needs modern buildings because 
they are easier to heat and air condition, 
thereby easier to keep at a constant hu
midity level, extremely important for 
preventing deterioration of old docu
ments and artifacts, to say nothing of 
the old relics who visit the place. They 
are also less likely to harbour bats, 
mice, and insects; all dangerous to the 
things stored in archives and sometimes 
to us. So for those of you who have 
suggested it, the present library when it 
empties would not be a good building 
for the new archives.

Jennifer also addressed the vast 
changes taking place in archive facili
ties over the past decade. Computers are 
now essential to a modern archives but 
they must be serviced and kept up-to- 
date. This adds considerably to the cost 
of operating the facility but has become 
necessary, primarily to make all these 
documents and information accessable 
to the public without having to provide 
enormous amounts of space.

To partially offset this extra expense, 
reading rooms need not be as large as

formerly. They are no longer used as 
much. (For younger readers this means 
they are not a particularly good place to 
hang out in hopes of meeting members 
of the opposite sex.)

Jennifer also enlightened us on the 
legal issues surrounding archival mate
rial. Not only are municipalities respon
sible under Bill 111 (2001), a revision 
to the Municipal Act, to retain certain 
records and documents, they are also 
responsible under The Privacy Act to 
make these records accessible to the 
public.

The municipality can be sued by in
dividuals and/or corporations for viola
tions of the Privacy Act; hence the need 
for a professional archivist to make sure 
the two acts are followed properly. An 
archivist is also needed to ensure the 
municipality adheres to the provisions 
of the Copyright Act which regulates 
the use of photographs, private papers, 
videos and other forms of electronic 
reproduction.

(If anyone is nodding off now, wake 
up! The legalese is over.)

Continued on page 3.
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While the Lennox and Addington 

Archives has the flaw of their archives 
being located on the second floor, it does 
have some good features we could in
corporate when we get our new archives 
(a vague date but we’re moving in the 
right direction). One is the combination 
of an archives with a County Museum. 
As Jennifer pointed out, “It is often hard 
to separate documents from things.” 
Moreover, documents and artifacts are 
often more dramatic and effective when 
displayed together. If you haven’t visited 
the Hastings & Prince Edward Regimen
tal Museum in the Armoury, their staff 
has done this quite effectively. Make a 
visit and see for yourself. Or make a trip 
to the museum and archives in Napanee 
(In my opinion one of the most interest
ing anywhere.) where it is also done 
effectively. The museum and archives 
is located in the old prison behind the 
county’s historic courthouse.

And one final word, really! This area 
has done a great job of preserving the 
nineteenth century but we are overlook
ing the twentieth. So label those family 
photographs and don’t throw out those 
old photos of Belleville or any other 
community relevant to the County of 
Hastings and which, being from the last 
fifty years, you thought was of no inter
est. If it isn’t now, it may be to the next 
generation. So endeth the lesson. Amen.

Addendum. For you grammarians out 
there who spotted some spelling mis
takes, improper use o f words and other 
errors. I wasn’t having a bad day when /  
wrote this; I did it deliberately. Curious? 
See page 4 for the errors.

AN INVITATION
Come and celebrate with us.

Members and friends o f the Society are cordially in
vited to attend the OPEN HOUSE at the 
Hastings Heritage Centre in the former 

Thurlow Town Hall in Cannifton on 
Monday, April 4, from 1:30 to 4 p.m.

The Open House is part o f Archives Awareness Week, 
(April 3-9), a week set apart by the Archives Associa

tion o f Ontario to celebrate the importance o f archives 
in preserving and publicizing our heritage. The event 
will also mark the beginning o f extended hours for the 
Hastings Heritage Centre for the next seven months. 

Visitors will be treated to displays o f some o f the 
Heritage Centre s archival treasures.

These include photographs, plans, maps, newspapers 
and government documents. A special invitation is be

ing extended to local municipal politicians as 
negotiations for an improved 

archival facility continue.
Light refreshments will be provided and each visitor 

will receive an interesting souvenir o f the 
April 4 event.

Come and celebrate Archives Awareness Week with 
our Archive Angels and members o f the executive. 

For further information call 968-5023
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LANMORENational Historic Site
257 Bridge Street East, 

Belleville, Ontario K8N1P4 
(613) 962-2329

A rts  o f  Ch ina 
Glimpses o f  an 
A ncient Civilization
Special Travelling Exhibition
Ever wonder what the significance of the Chi
nese Dragon is? This and other questions about 
the Chinese way of life are answered in Arts 
of China: Glimpses of an Ancient Civilization. 
This special travelling exhibition from the Royal 
Ontario Museum will be on display at Glanmore 
National Historic Site (257 Bridge Street East,
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Belleville) until April 3, 2005. Chinese history, 
culture and classic traditions come to life through 
the exploration of three materials closely associ
ated with China: Jade, Bronze and Ceramics. 
Six themed cases displaying artifacts from the 
ROM’s world-renowned collection celebrate the 
fascinating heritage of Chinese culture. Plus, 
Chinese decorative objects, from Glanmore’s 
Couldery Collection, will be featured throughout 
the historic house. Join in the fun at the opening 
celebrations for Arts of China. Call (613) 962- 
2329 for information.

Hastings County Historical Society is based at the old township office in Cannifton. 
Please address mail to General Delivery, Cannifton, Ontario KOK1K0 
Outlook is published in January, February, March, April, May, September, 

October and November for the friends and members of 
the Hastings County Historical Society.

It is edited and produced by Lewis Zandbengen.
Anyone wishing to submit articles or information may oontact the editor at 

613-395-3022, or E-mail lewzan@neach.net 
Thank you to The Community Press fa  its assistance.
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