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Preparing for the “resurrection” of a 
significant local heritage building.
by Lewis Zandbergen

After what seems like an eternity, and with several anxious spells 
when it looked like the wrecker’s ball would turn it to rubble, plans 
for turning the former Belleville Collegiate Institute and Voca
tional School (BCIVS) into a cultural centre for the Quinte area 
are proceeding. Diana Koechlin, who is the co-chair of the com
mittee for the Quinte Cultural Centre at BCI, spoke at the regular 
monthly meeting of the Hastings County Historical Society Tues
day, March 16. She outlined plans which will see the restoration 
of the auditorium/theatre area, the development of the former gym
nasiums as space for the Quinte Ballet School and the renovation 
of the light wells into inviting rest areas.

Tracing a bit of the history of the building, Ms. Koechlin touched 
briefly on the site as being originally set aside for a Catholic school, 
then in 1874 the “new” Belleville High School was built. It was 
in turn replaced by the present structure. Building was begun in 
1926 with construction taking place while the old high school still 
stood in front; that way education would not be interrupted while 
the building progressed. The doors of the neo-classical styled school 
opened officially on December 12,1928. The builder was the local 
firm Thompson and Johnson who also built many fine homes in 
Belleville; little has been changed since it was built. The most recent 
“improvement” were the turquoise upper half “windows” which 
were an energy saving measure installed in 1992. In Ms. Koechlin’s 
words, “They add nothing to the building.”

Ms. Koechlin admitted to feeling somewhat intimidated by an 
audience made up of persons intimately acquainted with heritage 
matters. However, she trusted that the members of the Hastings 
County Historical Society would be willing to provide guidance 
in the project. A tremendous wealth of anecdotes regarding those 
golden years could be related and Ms. Koechlin did mention some 
of the high-jinks the scholars who are now grand- and great-grand
parents would get up to. In particular she mentioned one Eugene 
Lang and some of his more daring escapades. Eugene was at the
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Diana Koechlin, co-chair of the com m ittee fo r the Quinte Cultural 
Centre at BCI, was on hand at the Tuesday, March 16, m eeting of 
the Hastings County Historical Society to bring m em bers up-to-date 
about plans for the form er high school. Lewis Zandbergen photo

opening ceremonies in 1928 (at the age of eight) and was the last 
person to speak there at the school’s closure in June of 1992.

Parents of the 1930s and 1940s were pleased to have a principal 
like Mr. P. C. McLaurin around. Knowing of the young schol
ars’ penchant for the “refined art” of billiards (pool) he would regu
larly “raid” the downtown Belleville gaming establishments round
ing up errant students. But the boys learned quickly; it wasn’t long 
before a lookout was posted and the term “early warning system” 
took on another meaning. However, those same students knew a 
good thing when they saw it. In 1939, at the possibility of Mr. 
M cLaurin’s dismissal because o f his easygoing manner with his 
young charges, students went on strike; they won and Mr. McLaurin 
went on to fill the principal’s position for several more years. 

Diana Koechlin feels the cultural centre is just the beginning. 
To bolster support and raise the much-needed funds for the res
toration and enhancement o f the building, there will be a theatre 
production sometime in June. Art galleries, theatre rehearsal space, 
meeting and conference rooms, the Belleville Public Library housed 
on the main floor, the Quinte Ballet School taking up residence 
using the old gymnasiums with their high ceilings for practice space 
are all in the planning stages. M ajor fund raising projects and 
“endless” grant applications lie ahead but Ms. Koechlin is cer
tain all things will eventually come to be.

“Right now it looks like a tired old building which needs a lot 
o f help. But there’s a new life ahead for BCI. The vision is for all 
the citizens of the area of all ages,” she said.
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This picture of the upper end of Belleville ’s Front Street, comes to us courtesy of Frank Foley, form er owner of 
Foley Foundry and W elding supplies which once occupied a prom inent site on Belleville ’s Front Street. (That’s 
Frank peeking at the photographer from his front door.) The year, according to the licence plate on the dark- 
coloured Dodge in the foreground, is 1959. Many of the businesses which lined Front Street in those days have 
been long gone, among them Foleys which was destroyed by fire in the early 1960s. By the looks of the cars 
lining the curbs, Front Street was a two-way street when this photo was snapped. Businesses lining the west 
side of the street included 
Foley’s, Rapino’s Restau
rant, Be lvedere  H otel,
Burkes V a rie ty  and 
Record Shop, Mark’s Fish 
and Chips, Hitchon Radio 
and TV, S e ldon ’s Drug 
Store, Jack Snow Jewel
lers, the C ity Hotel and 
W ray’s Furniture. On the 
east side can be seen the 
Belle Theatre, Simpsons 
Sears annex, P erc iva l’s 
Furniture and Simpsons 
Sears.

Anyone with interesting 
photographs from the past 
is invited to drop me a line 
at A Backward Glance, at 
The C om m unity  Press,
P.O. Box 88, Stirling, On
tario KOK 3E0. If you have 
a favourite photo of years 
gone by, please consider 
submitting it for this fea
ture. Once the photo has 
been pub lished  in The 
Community Press, it can 
be p icked up at the 
Belleville  o ffice  at 357C 
Front S treet, B e llev ille , 
across from  the Q uinte  
Living Centre.

Students, Writers, Teachers, Homemakers, Business people, Seniors, Retirees, Genealogists, Farmers, 
Labourers, Firefighters, Executives, Secretaries, Computer programmers ... anyone! We’re always happy 

to  welcome new members with an interest in things historical.

If you’d like to join, please complete this form and bring it with your payment to the Society’s next gen
eral meeting (third Tuesday of each month except June, July, August and December), or send it by mail 
to the Hastings County Historical Society, P.O. Box 1418, Belleville, Ontario K8N 5J1.

Name
Address
City Postal Code

MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES:
Individual $20.00 Fife M em ber $150.00
Family $25.00 Corporate Sponsor $ 50.00
Senior/Student SI 5.00 W om en’s Institute/
Senior Family $20.00 Organization $ 20.00

I also enclose a donation of $ _____ toward the work of the Society.
The Hastings County Historical Society is a Registered Charity. Official receipts fo r Income Tax purposes will be

forwarded to you with your membership card.
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by Gerry BoyceJ

A winner - Congratulations to 
Tweed historian Evan Morton for 
his entry in last month’s contest 
asking readers to w r i te - in  75 
words or less— why local history 
should be part of the school curricu
lum. Here’s Evan’s response. (He 
says it’s exactly 75 words, but you 
may wish to check for yourself.)

“If curricula truly reflect the 
needs, values and aspirations of 
society, then local history is abso
lutely necessary. How can students 
become meaningful members of 
society if they don’t know the roots 
and bases of that society? What 
values can they embrace if they 
have no sense of the continuity of 
their evolving society? Without this 
critical awareness of identity, to 
what can they aspire? Neglecting 
a solid appreciation of local history, 
we fail students miserably.”

A copy of Belleville Centenary 
Flashback (published by Mika 
Publishing in 1978) is on its way 
to Evan.
Roots - A genealogical seminar is 
planned for St. Andrew’s Presby
terian Church Hall in Tweed on 
Saturday, April 24, from 9 a.m. to 
4 p.m. It’s sponsored by the Tweed 
and Area Historical Society and will 
include workshops on several topics 
and a Marketplace. The cost is 
minimal. For information contact 
613-478-3989 or 613-478-2909. 
More from Tweed - A recent 
“Heritage Herald” column in the 
Tweed News included extracts of 
a printed letter dated at Tweed 
October 9,1871. It was addressed 
to the Reverend J. Kilgour from an 
ex-parishioner. She stated that she 
was “preparing for publication a full

account of the ill usage I received 
in the W.M. Church [Wesleyan 
Methodist] which drove me out 
of that church, after having been 
a steady member for more than 
twenty years. I intend to try to 
draw aside the curtain and expose 
the corruption I have found to be 
existing in that church; and as your 
proceedings of late will serve as 
an excellent illustration of what 
I want to prove, I have determined 
to note them down and use them 
for that purpose.” As Evan 
Morton notes, this letter certainly 
would not make Mr. Kilgour’s 
day. As for the woman, who found 
her true place in the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, how did she 
ever cope when the two Methodist 
Churches merged? Fortunately, 
this letter was saved for more than 
125 years and was recently pre
sented by Cyril and Gail 
Latchford to the Tweed Heritage 
Centre.
History features - The Tweed 
News highlights local history in 
Evan Morton’s weekly “Heritage 
Herald” column and “Days Gone 
By”; the latter with extracts from 
the papers of 25 and 50 years ago. 
Other papers have similar fea
tures. The Bancroft Times runs 
Barney Moorhouse’s “The Times 
Traveller” column. The 
Intelligencer has daily “Time 
Capsule” pictures and the 
Trentonian has a similar feature. 
The Community Press offers re
views of books of local histori
cal interest and occasional pictures 
from the past in “A Backward 
Glance.” Even the Prince Edward 
Free Press includes a weekly

picture of historical interest (of
ten from the Belleville area). Are 
there other local papers that have 
regular heritage features? Let me 
know at 613-968-5023.
People in the March news - 1. 
MPP Harry Danford was hon
oured by local United Empire 
Loyalists for his work on behalf 
of the UEL, especially in his suc

cessful effort to have the Ontario 
government officially recognize 
June 19 as United Empire Loy
alist Day.
2. Lewis Zandbergen gave a clear, 
interesting and helpful presenta
tion on Genealogy as part of the 
Learning in Lent series sponsored 
by the Bridge Street Family, Life 
and Learning Centre, Belleville.
3. Peter Ferri, bateau builder, and 
“Capt. John Meyers” impersona
tor, appeared on the final episode 
of the CTV series Due South. He 
played a trapper who rescued 
RCMP Constable Benton Fraser 
from an icy crevasse.
4. Don Kellaway has offered read
ers a special price on the few re
maining copies of The Missing 
Marriages o f Hastings County 
1850-1861 (Victoria District). 
The price for the 70-page book
let (listing 748 marriages not in
cluded by Hunterdon Press in its 
“Ontario Register” series) is $ 15 
and postage and handling costs are 
$4.50. Contact Don at (613) 967- 
1419.
5. Lepha Woods was active in the 
Lennox and Addington Histori

cal Society for many years. The 
society has received a bequest from 
her estate of over $120,000. She will 
be remembered for her generosity. 
Dressing the part - Making Period 
Costumes is the subject of a work
shop at the Lennox and Addington 
County Museum on the evening of 
April 16 and all day April 17. The 
cost is $60 per person and pre-reg

istration is required. Call (613) 354- 
3027.
Disappointing news - There will 
not be a ghost walk at this year’s 
Two Weeks in May celebration in 
Belleville. The event— which at
tracted hundreds of walkers in each 
of the last three years— has been 
cancelled because of a concurrent 
musical that will require the serv
ices o f local actors/singers.

Our sympathy is extended to 
the families of two outstand
ing leaders from the 
Tyendinaga Territory who 
died recently. Earl Hill served 
as chief for many years and ac
tively encouraged the estab
lishment of Native Studies 
courses in local schools (in
cluding Quinte Mohawk, 
Moira, BOVS and the Quinte 
Living Centre). Chief Hill 
spoke to our Society on at least 
one occasion. Andrew C. 
Maracle was an Elder, keeper 
of Mohawk traditions and 
Native languages, and an 
evangelist of note.

Education Week Contest
We celebrate Education Week in early May. Accordingly, 

readers—including students—are invited to send in a 
humorous recollection or impression of their school days. 
Keep it to 75 words or less. The best entries will appear in 

f  ^  the May Outlook and one writer
---CAp w.|| recejve a COpy 0f an attrac

tively printed “Notice to Emi
grants” printed in June 1832 to 

attract settlers to Hastings 
County. Send entries to Gerry 

iBoyce at 173 Bridge Street East, 
Belleville, Ontario K8N 1N3.

In 1984, Chief Earl Hill (c) presented a Native Studies Course Cer
tificate to Sally Mossman (r) as teacher Gerry Boyce (I) introduced 
her. Sally is a long-time member of the Hastings County Historical 
Society. photo courtesy Gerry Boyce
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Thank you folks

Sincere thanks to Donald and 
Donna McDonald for their gift to 
the Friends of Glanmore National 
Historic Site. Their donation has 
been matched by the Investors 

Group Matching Gift Program and 
will help fund special projects at 

the Museum.

Volunteer Awards
The Ministry of Citizenship, Culture 
and Recreation is hosting the annual 

Volunteer Award Ceremony in Kingston 
on Monday, April 12, 1999.

We are pleased to have nominated our 
volunteers for the following service 

awards:
Betty Priest 15 years
Joan DeSalis 15 years
Agnes Johnston 10 years
Margaret Hainer 5 years
Jean Williams 5 years
June Dafoe 5 years

In addition, at the April meeting of the 
Friends of Glanmore Rosemary Hobbs, 
Betty LaVallee and Jackie Simpson will 
be awarded the Glanmore “200 hours of 

service” pin.

ft'IS/'MO'RE
National Historic Site

257 Bridge Street East, 
Belleville, Ontario K8N1P4 

(613) 962-2329
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The Ministry of Citizenship, Culture and Recreation has approved 
our application for a Provincial Capital Project grant to complete 
the exterior restoration of the site; $20,000 has been awarded with 

the remainder of the $52,000 project to come from proceeds earned 
through the very successful special exhibit Egypt, Gift of the Nile, 
and the Salaman bequest. Included in this final phase will be the 

reproduction of the ornamental verandah on the north side, 
completion of all exterior painting to match the polychrome slate 

roof, and the period walkway.
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International M useum s Day 
Open House

Tuesday, May 18, is International 
Museums Day. Glanmore National 
Historic Site will be open free of 

charge from 1 until 4 p.m.

Response 
to the exhibit has 
been outstanding! During the 
March Break we saw 500 more visitors than 
usual. The exhibit closes May 2.
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Outlook is published for the friends and members of 
the Hastings County Historical Society.

It is edited and produced by Lewis Zandbergen.
Anyone wishing to submit articles or information may contact the editor 

at 613-395-3022, Fax 613-395-4695, or E-mail lewzan@reach.net
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