
While the Community Archives is closed for 

visitors, staff, and volunteers, we are trying an 

experiment in crowdsourcing information about 

Hastings County in 1871. The source of this 

information is a volume of taxation records: a set 

of assessment rolls for each municipality in the 

county. 

The volume is fairly fragile, but it contains invaluable data about the people and land of Hastings County, 

including information about each land-holder’s age, occupation and religion, and even how many dogs, cows, 

pigs, sheep and horses they owned. 

A single file has been created for 

each municipality in the volume, 

containing images of the pages with 

information on the individuals living in 

that township or settlement.  

 

A corresponding spreadsheet has been created for each 

township, with the headings from the assessment roll along 

the top. There is a tab for each page of the township: Carlow 

and Mayo was thinly populated in 1871 and has only three 

pages (circled in red on this image). Tyendinaga Township, by 

contrast, has 52! 

The spreadsheets are available for anyone to add to online. 

More information on how to take part in this project can be 

found in a blog post on the Community Archives website at 

http://cabhc.ca/archives-from-home/. 

Community Archives of Belleville and Hastings County, 254 Pinnacle Street, Belleville ON K8N 3B1 613-967-3304 archives@cabhc.ca 

CABHC: HC 3/1 Hastings County Assessment Roll, 1871 

CABHC: HC 3/1 Detail of Carlow and Mayo Township section 

http://cabhc.ca/archives-from-home/


We are online at:        cabhc.ca     flickr.com/cabhc @CArchivesBHC facebook.com/CABHC 

 

April’s display is probably not going to be 

seen by many people, with the Archives 

currently closed to visitors. We have 

chosen to fill the case with a simple message and just two 

photographs, reproduced digitally here:

 

2020-025 Flyer for 50th 

anniversary celebration of Volunteer 

and Information Quinte, 2016 

2020-026 Elevator publications 

from Belleville Collegiate Institute 

and Vocational School, 1932-1978 

2020-027 Materials transferred 

from Glanmore National Historic Site, 

1860s-1960s 

2020-028 Genealogical research on 

Wallbridge, Van Valkenburg, 

Robinson, Anderson, Sprague, Jose 

and Punchard families, 1988-2019 

2020-029 Digital copies of slides of 

Edwin Whitefield sketches of 

Belleville, c.1860 

2020-030 Digital copies of 

photographs of posters found on the 

wall of Greenley’s bookshop in 

Belleville, 1993 

2020-031 Report by Randy S. Ward 

on heritage buildings in Belleville 

(Glanmore National Historic Site and 

184 William Street), 1993 

2030-032 Community Archives 

relocation project materials from 

Hastings County Historical Society, 

1999-2013 

2030-033 Collection of First World 

War letters formerly owned by Myrtle 

Winnifred Peck of 267 Ann Street, 

Belleville, 1914-1918 

 

The Community 

Archives will be 

moving to a new 

website later this 

year. As part of this 

process, our separate 

catalogue site, 

Discover, has also 

been given a fresh new look. You can find it, packed full of 

newly-digitized archival materials at:  discover.cabhc.ca 

CABHC: HC07261 and CABHC: HC05567 Photographs of an 

unknown man and woman, taken by Smith and Clarke of Belleville, 

c.1895  

https://discover.cabhc.ca/

