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1. Our APRIL 19th GENERAL MEETING promises to be an excellent 
one. J.ALLAN SMITH of Trenton will be giving us an 
ILLUSTRATED TALK on CAMPS RATHBUN AND MOHAWK. These were two aerodromes set up near Deseronto by the Royal Flying 
Corps to train Canadian recruits as pilots for overseas 
service during the First World War.

u
The story of this venture has never been told in any detail 
and we are privileged to have AL SMITH share his knowledge of 
these Deseronto camps with us. A1 has spent more than 10 years 
studying the subject, has uncovered more than 150 pictures of 
the camps, and will stress the interesting experiences shared 
by these pioneer pilots. What were living conditions like?
What recreational activities were there? Did many training 
missions end in tragedy, as the above one?
Attend the APRIL 19th GENERAL MEETING in the Auditorium of the 
QUINTE LIVING CENTREat 370 Front Street, Belleville. There'll 
be coffee and a social half-hour at 7:30 P.M. and the meeting 
begins at 8:00 P.M. You'll find this to be an interesting 
evening with the chance to see many pictures of a relatively 
unknown aspect of our history.

2. Also on the 19th we'll have news on the Mclntosh-Ridley House, 
brief reports on several other matters of interest to Society members and friends, MINUS ONE HUNDRED presented by Bill Smith, 
draws, and the presentation of a GOOD CITIZEN AWARD to A1 Smith 
for his outstanding achievement in research



3. Hats off to JANET SWAINE for her excellent presentation on 
Victorian Belleville at our March meeting. It was an enjoyable 
meeting. Thanks also to the several members who volunteered 
information on early social and educational experiences and to 
LOIS FOSTER for MINUS ONE HUNDRED.

4. The HASTINGS COUNTY MUSEUM CONTINUES TO CELEBRATE the 100th 
BIRTHDAY of GLANMORE. April 15th is "A Victorian Ball", and 
the participants will commemorate a social event of the year 
1885. A few tickets for the gala evening are still available. 
Contact the Museum at 962-2329 fur information.

5. TOM HOWITT of 38 College Street, Trenton, is conducting an 
investigation into the sinking of the H.M.S. SPEEDY, which 
disappeared off the coast of Presqu'ile on .October 8, 1804.
If you can offer any leads as to sources of information 
contact him by letter or phone (394-3735 or 475-3129).

6. Reserve MAY 10 for a General Meeting. Ron Vaspokas of Trent 
University will be speaking on the Peterborough Petroglyphs.

7. Our tour tentatively scheduled for June to Peterborough sitea 
has been moved back to the fall. Instead, the Ontario 
Historical Society is planning to hold a SATURDAY WORKSHOP in 
Belleville on June 11th, probably at the Hastings County 
Museum, so that members of local historical societies can meet 
to discuss plans in this area for BICENTENNIAL YEAR - 1984.

8. Speaking of BICENTENNIAL PLANS, look for some news at our meeting 
on April 19th. A Belleville area committee is being set up under 
Randy Kerr to coordinate events. What are YOUR PLANS FOR '84???

9. HOPE TO SEE YOU ON THE 19th when AL SMITH is the sf
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