
Old Houses of the

A pagoda dominates the roofline in 
this house. It rises from a small oc
tagonal attic-room, which would other
wise be windowless. “Before we took our 
‘pagoda’ down,” says one present oc- 
tagonal house owner, “I was very fond '

of going up there on summer days with 
a book; to sit and read and look at the 
view, where it was always cool and re
freshing.” Another person recalls: “The 
view from grandfather’s pagoda made 
the countryside look like a page out of a i 
fairy-tale.”

By Viva Richmond Graham
THE OCTAGONAL HOUSE

Canada, it is said, has no early architecture of its own. It 
was all copied from foreign handbooks, a custom which stems 
from Europe where architectural ideas were constantly adopted 
and adapted. /

For example, back in the early sixteenth century when the 
Frenchman, Thomas Bohier, returned from military campaigns 
in Italy, he brought back books and pictures of the latest Italian 
buildings and designs. He summoned his architects, stone carv
ers and workmen to “promptly and profusely lavish” the Italian 
innovations on his famed chateau “Chenonceaux” which became, 
as a result, “the most modern building in France — the first 
French Renaissance chateau, designed for elegant living rather 
than for the withstanding of a siege.”

“During Canada’s early pio-%— — -------------—---------
neer days, however, there was!gun by two enterprising young 
1 0 such person as an architect,” j men who dreamed of a joint me-
says Mr. Watson, Belleville’s 
well known architect, “and so 
the houses were chosen from a 
liandbook containing a hundred 
and fifty “models.” A master 
carpenter and mason would 
copy the chosen model as close
ly as possible according to the 
pitch of roof and floor plan, 
while the doors and windows 
were assembled in  units and 
built in  a pleasing manner." 
The colonial style white house 
west' of Grafton, is  one such ex
ample, chosen from an Ameri
can design and it is interesting 
to note it  is to be made a  mus
eum under the auspices of a 
local historical society.

Thanks to the “foreign hand
book” method, Canada preserves 
m a n y  period type houses. 
Among these is the Octagonal 
House, and Prince Edward 
County is fortunate in posses
sing four of them, which collec
tively, contribute much to the 
local fund of history and leg' 
end.
MANY ANECDOTES

Time and life in all four were sunshine on nice days

dical office, until thei'r money 
gave out, and left it for another 
owner to complete it. A side
light of the early days reveals 
one of the houses was complete
ly wired with burglar alarms in 
every room. Though no theft 
was ever reported, the wiring 
became so obsolete with the 
passing years, that the slightest 
breeze would send the bell sys
tem ajingle at any time. The 
present owner points out the 
•numerous holes in the wood
work where the wires, now re
moved, had once been placed.

Though the interiors have beer, 
divided into apartments or du
plexes to meet the demands of the 
modern times, the basic design of 
each is intact. Cut a circle, in
scribed with a plane figure of 
eight sides and eight angles, into 
four quarters, alloting the outer- 
side of each pie-wedge an angle 
and two sides with windows to. al
low plenty of light to flood the as
signed kitchen, dining-room, par
lour and hall. “The whole house 

I always seems to be filled with
' simcT'iir

as affording a splendid view of 
th surrounding countryside. “Be
fore we took our “pagoda” down” 
says one present owner, “I was 
very fond of going up there on i 
and read and look at 'die view in 
summer days with a book, to sit 
complete privacy, where it was 
always cool and refreshing.”

“The view made the country
side look like a page out of a 
fairy-tale,” recalls a grand
daughter of an original owner and 
founder of another house, “and 
grandfathers prize black and 
white cattle looked like toys graz
ing' in the green pastures that 
were bordered with thick green 
woods that seemed to touch the 
billowy white clouds just yonder.: 
How I remember that:”

She also remembers that a few 
days before one Christmas, her 
grandfather died, “and we travell
ed many miles through the snow 
to attend the funeral with our 
parents. Though saddened, of 
course by this loss, being child
ren, we didn’t fully comprehend if 
all, and underlying our sorrow j 
was our concern about Santa; j 
would he ever find us away from! 
home like this? But lie did! Thej 
house is crowded with memor-i 
ies for me, and I still love to think!
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how adorable my mothe'the', mi
ner bro

lived to the brim with their 
quota of tragedy and — com
edy, too. A former owner of 
one, said to be a wealthy maid
en lady, strongly objected to a 
section of a railroad laid on her 
property behind the house, be
cause it prevented her cow from 
seeking pasture on the other 
side of the tracks w ith safety. 
To overcome this hazard, she 
suggested that the officials build 
a culvert under the tracks, 
where happened to be quite a 
rise in  the land. When every 
“soft soap” method failed to 
grant her request by the stony
hearted officials, she applied it 
concretely to the very tracks 
whereby the engineers found it 
increasingly difficult to make 
said grade until at last — the 
officials complied!

One of the houses was built 
especially as a wedding gift to 
a young bridal couple by the 
groom’s parents who lived next 
door. Another house was be-

comments 
one present owner, “and even 
when the days are cloudy, the 
rooms are really bright.” In two 
of the houses, the stairs in the 
downstairs hall rises directly op
posite the entrance door, while the 
other two houses allow the stair 
to rise in a graceful, semi-circular 
fashion to the Second storey where 
the upper hall accommodates the 
same wedge-shaped rooms as be
low which have been halved, to 
provide six bedrooms.
MOSTLY BUILT OF LUMBER

One house only is built of red 
brick. The rest have groute wall 
surfaces, which indicates they are 
built of lumber, then plastered, in
side and out with a composition 
of lime, sand and shavings.

Tiie roofs, and one still has the 
original slate roof, of three 
houses are centred with an eight- 
sided glassed “pagoda” which 
serves the double purpose of light
ing a small octagonal attic-room 
(which is excellent as an extra 
bedroom or a storeroom) as well

have looked dressed lh 
silk wedding gown, when given 
away by my grandfather at her 
wedding held in that beautifully 
carpeted parlor.”
CHIMNEY REPLACES 
PAGODA

The oldest of the octagonal 
houses, said to be well over a 
hundred years old, has an in
teresting feature. For it lacks a 
pagoda on its roof. In its place, 
rises a stalwart chimney, which 
served the original huge fire
place tucked in the apex of the 
pie-shaped rooms. “When my 
family moved here, they im
mediately installed a furnace 
after papering over the many j 
stovepipe boles in all the rooms. 
We’re told it kept a young lad 
who lived with his relatives 
here, busy the whole winter, to 
keep the stoves filled with 
wood,” says the present owner.

These original fireplaces you 
see — the black marble one in 
the dining room and the white 
one in the parlor as well as the 
one that would be in the kit
chen were just too inadequate 
for Canadian winters.’

Many ask the question, what 
is the origin of an octagonal 
house? Could the clue lie in this 
chimney?

But how could a chimney 
have anything to do with a de
sign of a house? Chimneys are 
identified with heat. Does this 
indicate, perhaps, the heart of 
the matter lies In the problem 
of heat in general and in chim
neys in particular? After all, the 
question of how to keep warm

Note the chimney on what is con- ! system. Could the single chimney be 
sidered the oldest of the foui* octagonal a clue to the origin of the design of the 
houses found in Prince Edward County, octagonal house? If so does it explain 
It functioned for the several fireplaces why the other three substituted a pa-
originally used for the entire heating I goda in place of the chimney?

has challenged man down the 
ages, and to give him credit, 
man has triumphed admirably, 
in this regard. In fact, so.mag
nificently did one American 
multi-millionaire scale this 
challenge prior to the era of oil- 
furnaces, he refused to admit 
anything so black and dirty as 
coal produced h-eat and thus 
concealed the coal in neat white 
packages which were stacked j 
conveniently away in a white- j 
tiled furnace-room and fed a ; 
shining white furnace by a 
white-gloved, white-clad, col
lege-trained furnace man.

But for centuries, man’s 
greatest, practical source of heat 
was. and still is the old-fashion
ed fireplace, very much in vo
gue in such countries as Eng- 
land, even now. where the pre
sent owner of Blenheim Palace.; 
(the largest bouse in the coun
try, being over two hundred 
yards long), pays out huge sums 
annually just to keep “the vast 
forest of chimneys in repair.”

Then, too, in certain lowland 
countries of Europe, such as the 
Netherlands, ’tis said, chimneys 
were a measure of a man’s 
wealth and rendered taxable by 
governments to relieve econom
ical pressure on the theory the 
more heat a man could afford, 
the more wealth he possessed.

To outwit the tax-collector, is 
it too much to imagine a young 
Hollander stumbling upon the 
idea of one chimney serving a 
ten-room house as he sat eating 
a piece of Duch apple pie?

However great an aura of en
chantment such a highly hypo
thetical premise as this may cast 
over the storied landscape of 
Prince Edward County and its 
past, has anyone a more con
clusive one? Please write in!

The manor house is the sub
ject of next Saturday’s article.

SILENT SPOTTER
DURHAM, England (AP)—Wil

liam Hutchinson, 67, is the first 
Briton convicted of a traffic law 
violation on televised evidence. 
Police watching a closed-circuit 
TV h o o k u p  saw him drive 
through a red light. He was fined 
$2.


