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Tombstone Territory: 

The Repository of History 

By Bill Kennedy 
 

Cemeteries are the repositories of history, not only 
for the stories of the people they commemorate, but 
for the very monuments that mark their gravesites. 
History of Tombstones, the Historical Society presen-
tation by former Parks Canada archaeologist and 
owner of Campbell Monument in Belleville, Gary 
Foster, explored that history through the lens of soci-
ety’s economic, political and social structures.  

At the turn of the twentieth century through to the 
1930s, the booming canning industry in Prince Ed-
ward County meant money, and one result was the 
placement of more elaborate monuments during that 
period and ones often engraved with large numbers of 
words. The Wallbridge family cemetery on the Coun-
ty’s Massassauga Road is one example of monuments 

evolving from small simple markers to larger pedes-
tal-type marble ones. Monuments of wealthy business 
people from Canada’s heyday during the lucrative fur 
trade, located notably in Montreal, Quebec and Fort 
Frances, Ontario are monuments to their prestige and 
importance during their lives.  

While money was a significant ingredient in the 
measure of grandeur of a monument, another signifi-
cant factor was the advent of the railroad. For exam-
ple, transporting Vermont white marble up the St. 
Lawrence River and then overland by horse and wag-
on to its destination was time-consuming, difficult 
and expensive. It was heavy stuff in block or finished 
form. The coming of the railroad meant that the mar-
ble could reach Belleville and environs more easily 
and for less cost. This in turn led to the advent of the 
large family monument, which now became the site 
for more than one family member. By Victorian 
times a family’s importance and prestige were fre-
quently displayed by monuments of the Egyptian ob-
elisk design and those displaying Roman and Greek 
icons, examples of which can be seen today in Belle-
ville Cemetery.  

By the latter 1860s monuments made of white marble 
were disappearing from cemeteries. One of the rea-
sons for this was that at the end of the American Civil 
War the reciprocity agreement that had existed be-
tween Canada and the United States was abrogated, 
and American marble prices increased. Granite from 
Scotland, a harder and much longer lasting stone, be-
gan to make its appearance. And certain elaborate 
designs for monuments we might think unique were 
in fact produced in numbers. A monument of note in 
Belleville Cemetery may very well be found in ceme-
teries in England and New Zealand.  

In answer to a question at the completion of his 
presentation, Foster noted that not all of the taller 
monuments that have been in place in cemeteries for 
many decades are necessarily stable. Maintenance to 
correct this problem frequently needs to be carried 
out. Balanced atop a two-foot-thick base, a six-foot 

          Speaker for January Presentation was Gary Foster 
                                                                 Photo by Doug Knutson 
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obelisk of granite or marble falling on a hapless visi-
tor would be cause for serious injury. Something to 
keep in mind the next time you make that pilgrimage 
to the resting place of your ancestors! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CABHC Receives a New  

Microfilm Scanner/Reader 

 

The Day a Rajah Arrived  

in Madoc 

By Dave Carley 
 

The village of Madoc has seen the arrival of many 
colourful characters over the years, but one of the 
most surprising to the local folks occurred in 1884. 
The Anglican mission parish of St. John’s was get-
ting a new English vicar. The Venerable Archdeacon 
William Daykin swept into the village in all his High 
Church glory. He was accompanied by his sickly 
wife, Mary, and their adopted son, Esca.  

Tongues started wagging immediately. Daykin was 
pompously High Church in a village and era that fa-
voured Low Church. Bells and smells were neither 
the preference of the local Anglicans nor of the outly-
ing missions around Madoc. But the townsfolk were 
also fascinated by Daykin’s adopted son, a handsome 
young biracial fellow named Esca.  

Esca was born in 1867 in Sarawak, South-East Asia, 
now part of Malaysia. In the 1800s the entire region 
of Sarawak was owned by a British family by the 
name of Brooke. They ruled Sarawak for 100 years, 
from 1841 to 1946, becoming known as the “White 
Rajahs.” 

The second rajah, Charles, married a local Malay 
woman of noble birth. They had a son, Esca,  the 
same fellow who would end up some years later in 
Madoc. Rajah Charles soon ran into money prob-
lems, and he realized that if the country’s treasury 
ran dry, he would be forced to cede Sarawak to Brit-
ain. So he went back to the Mother Country and 
found himself an English wife. To be more precise, 
he found an English wife with a dowry big enough to 
keep Sarawak solvent and Charles on the throne.  

Rajah Charles may or may not have divorced his Ma-

The Historical Society was very pleased in early 

January to present to the Community Archives a 

new Viewscan 4 microfilm scanner/reader for use 

by volunteer staff and the public. The Community 

Archives has microfilm copies of many Hastings 

County Land Registry records, Belleville newspa-

pers and assessment rolls for Belleville up to 1915. 

Pictured putting the new machine to work are vol-

unteer researcher Lois Foster, Archivist Amanda 

Hill and Society President Richard Hughes. 

One of the monuments at the Belleville Cemetery featuring 
Roman and Greek icons.                      Photo By Donna Fano 

Photo by Lorna Garbutt 
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lay wife. What is certain is that young Esca was 
quickly sent into exile in England, where he was 
adopted by Rev. Daykin. The cleric was paid a sti-
pend by the Brookes to keep Esca “out of the way.” 
However, even England seemed too close to Sara-
wak, and it was arranged that Daykin and son Esca 
should come to Canada and take over the parish of 
Madoc.  

 

 

 

Rev. Daykin hated it there. He despised his poor Low 
Church congregation and was angry that they did not 
share his love of candles and incense. Daykin hated 
the mission work too. Going out into the bush to 
preach to a handful of Irish Anglicans was not his 
idea of a good Sunday. Daykin would often come 
down with the “Sunday Flu” and send Esca in his 
stead, as a lay reader.  

Esca loved this life in the Madoc area, and he would 
run through the forests and by the lakes on his way to 
the tiny outlying congregations. The natural splen-
dour of the Canadian Shield became a lifelong pas-
sion for him. He enjoyed the honesty of the rough-
and-tumble congregations. And when a scholarship 
was found, and he was sent to Trinity College School 
in Port Hope, he loved it there too.  

Esca went on to have a successful business career 
and a happy marriage. He had a son and three daugh-
ters, whom he raised in the Lawrence Park neigh-
bourhood of Toronto. He was an active Anglican all 
his life, and his gardens won awards. His favourite 
place was his cottage property on Big Rideau Lake 
where he fished and canoed and taught his children 
and grandchildren everything he knew about nature.  

But Esca was haunted by one thing. After he was tak-

en from Sarawak, he had no contact with anyone 
there. He never again heard from his Rajah father or 
any other Brooke relatives. He would read about their 
often scandalous exploits in the papers, and he would 
write to them, but no one would ever reply. This 
“ghosting” gnawed at him terribly.  

Esca Brooke’s story has remained pretty much un-
known, except as family lore among his many de-
scendants in Canada. However, an Australian histori-
an named Cassandra Pybus discovered the Canadian 
link when researching the Brooke family, and she 
published an account of Esca’s life in The White Ra-
jahs of Sarawak.  

Playwright Dave Carley is writing another chapter in 
the story of Esca with his new play Canadian Rajah, 
which is being produced at the Campbell House Mu-
seum, 160 Queen Street West, Toronto. The play re-
volves around Charles Brooke’s English wife and an 
explosive encounter with Esca in London as he de-
mands official recognition of his parentage. The play 
runs from January 30 to February 17. For more, go to 
canadianrajah.com. 

 

 

Annual General Meeting of 

the Historical Society 

Each year the Historical Society, as an incorporated 
non-profit organization, is required to hold an Annual 
General Meeting to report to the membership on its 
activities in the past year, to hold the election of the 
Board of Directors for the coming year and to bring 
any proposals it considers appropriate to the member-
ship.   

This year the AGM will be held as the first activity at 
the Public Presentation event on Tuesday, March 
19th. The full report on the work of the Society in 
2018 along with the financial report will be provided 
three weeks before the meeting, that is, by February 
26th on the Society’s website and in paper form at the 
Community Archives. Copies will also be available at 
the meeting on March 19th.  

Also, at that meeting, the membership will be asked 
to approve an updated and revised constitution (By-
law No. 1) as the current one is 48 years old. This 
document sets out the rules on how the Society is to 
be run. The revised By-law No. 1 will also be availa-
ble three weeks before the meeting on the website, at 
the Community Archives and at the meeting.  

Esca Brooke 

www.facebook.com/
Descendants-of-
ESCA-Brooke-
Daykin-
109283219147808 
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If you have any questions or if you would like to talk 
about joining the Board for the coming year, please 
email president@hastingshistory.ca. 

 

 

Belleville WWI Nurses 

Part Two 

November 2018 marked the 100th anniversary of the 
end of World War I. During that conflict more than 
3,000 Canadian nurses served with the Canadian Ar-
my Medical Corps, of which over 2,500 crossed the 
dangerous, U-boat-patrolled Atlantic to take up their 
duties at stationary hospitals and casualty clearing 
stations in England and France. All of them were vol-
unteers and mostly unmarried. Their average age was 
twenty-four. Fifty-three of them would die by enemy 
fire, disease or drowning. The following article, the 
second of two articles on this topic, is based on re-
search carried out by Dr. Don Brearley of Belleville. 
It provides brief glimpses into the background and 
service of a selection of World War I nurses, all of 
whom shared the common connection of Belleville. 
The stories for all forty of these nurses as compiled 
by Dr. Brearley can be found through the Communi-
ty Archives of Belleville and Hastings County at 
www.cabhc.ca/author/dtbrearley/. 

Jean Kathleen Boyce set sail from England for 
Halifax on June 4, 1917, aboard the hospital ship 
Llandovery Castle with over 600 war casualties on 
board. Unlike a number of other nurses, she did not 
make the return trip with that ship a couple of weeks 
later and thereby saved her life. On June 27 the 
Llandovery Castle was torpedoed by a German U-
boat one hundred and twenty miles off the coast of 
Ireland. Among the nearly 250 dead were fourteen 
Canadian nursing sisters, all of whom drowned.  

Born in Grafton in 1889, Boyce moved to Belleville 
at an early age where her father established his medi-
cal practice. After her wartime service she was em-
ployed at hospitals in Kingston, Montreal and 
Cobourg, and in 1923, she married Harold Fisher. 
She died in 1965 at the age of seventy-six.  

Irene Pearl Courtice was born in 1887, the 
daughter of Reverend Richard Courtice who was a 
Methodist Minister in the Bay of Quinte Conference 
for more than forty years, and Bessie Davis. She at-
tended Albert College, taught school for a few years 
and graduated from the Toronto General Hospital 

School of Nursing in 1913, enlisting with the Cana-
dian Army Medical Corps in 1915. Courtice treated 
the sick and wounded at Canadian No. 4 Hospital in 
Shorncliffe, England and later in France and Saloni-
ca.  She returned to Canada in June 1918 aboard 
HMHS Araguaya, following which she was appoint-
ed Matron and head of nursing at the Whitby Mili-
tary Convalescent Hospital. In 1920 she married 
Reverend Sidney Lambert. Wounded at the Battle of 
Vimy Ridge where he was serving with the Canadi-
an Chaplain Service, Lambert had had his left leg 
amputated. He founded and served as the first Presi-
dent of the Amputee Association of the Great War or 
War Amps as it is better known today. Irene Lam-
bert died in Toronto in 1963. 

Grace Brown Waters was born near Campbell-
ford in 1881 and moved to Belleville around 1900 
where her father was employed as a tailor. Waters 
was in the first graduate class of the nursing school 
at St. Luke’s Hospital in Utica, New York, in 1905. 
She joined the CAMC in January 1916. She served 
at the Duchess of Connaught Canadian Red Cross 
Hospital in England and with the No. 7 Canadian 
General Hospital in Le Treport, France. Like many 
others at the time she was hospitalized with influen-
za in 1917. She returned to Canada in 1919. In 1921 
she was appointed Tuberculosis Nurse in the Utica 
Health Department. In 1924, as former Bellevillians, 
it was she and her lifelong friend Stella Jenkins who 
welcomed Gwen Lazier to their Genesee Street 
home as Lazier made her famous ride from Belle-
ville to Washington D.C. to see the U.S. President.  

In 1936 Waters and Jenkins attended the Vimy 
Ridge Memorial service to Canada’s fallen soldiers 
and were guests of King Edward VIII at a Bucking-
ham Palace garden party. Upon the death of her 
friend, Grace Waters returned to Belleville and re-
sided at 290 George Street. She died in 1972 at age 
ninety and is buried at the Belleville cemetery.  

Agnes Florien Forneri stood 5’3” tall, weighed 
115 lbs and gave her age as 26 when she enlisted 
with the Canadian Army Medical Corps in February 
1917. Having been born in Belleville in 1881, how-
ever, she was not being entirely forthcoming regard-
ing personal statistics. Like many other nurses and 
soldiers, she simply lied about her age in order to 
increase her CAMC recruitment prospects.  

A graduate of the Lady Stanley Institute Nursing 

School in Ottawa, Forneri embarked for England 

within  a  month of her  enlistment, going first to  the  

http://www.hastingshistory.ca/


 

Follow the activities of the Hastings County Historical Society on social media: 
               Website  www.hastingshistory.ca       Facebook  @HastingsHistory     Twitter  @countyhastings  

     5 

Kitchener Memorial Hospital in Brighton, then to No. 
8 Canadian General Hospital in St. Cloud, France.  

                                                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Her arrival at St. Cloud coincided with a major Ger-
man offensive on Allied lines, which would have 
kept her and her colleagues working long hours. The 
strain on mind and body was immense, and in Febru-
ary the following year she was invalided to England.  
 
Allowing herself a month’s rest, she returned to duty 
at the Bramshott Canadian Military Hospital, but 
within a few weeks suffered a relapse and died at age 
thirty-seven of hemorrhagic peptic ulceration on 
April 24, 1918. She was buried with full military 
honours in the cemetery at Bramshott. Over her grave 
stands a marble cross erected in loving memory of 
her “sweet character and unswerving patriotism” by 
the Matron and nurses of the hospital in which she 
had worked. She is commemorated on a plaque in St. 
Luke’s Church in Kingston where her father, Rever-
end Richard Forneri, was minister.  
 

Harriet Olive Stacey, the daughter of James 
Stacey and Jane McColl, was born in 1888 in a farm-
house near Wooler in Northumberland County. Upon 
completion of high school in Trenton and Campbell-
ford, she taught school for five years in Wooler and 
in Ruddell, Saskatchewan. In 1914 she graduated 
from the Belleville School of Nursing and enlisted 
with the Canadian Army Medical Corps. In the spring 
of 1915 she sailed for England and was posted to Éta-
ples, France where she served as a surgical nurse for 
two years. 

In 1917 she was sent to a casualty clearing station 

just behind the front lines in Belgium. Diagnosed 
with pulmonary tuberculosis, Stacey was invalided 
back to Canada, setting sail on February 27, 1918, 
aboard S.S. Ongar and was discharged on June 5, 
1918.  

In Trenton at this time, an influenza epidemic was 
rampant, and she was put in charge of a temporary 
hospital there. Following a period of employment at 
Belleville General Hospital, Stacey accepted in 1931 
a position as Superintendent of a hospital in Hamil-
ton, Montana. Later that decade she returned home to 
care for her aged mother. Nursing Sister Stacey died 
November 29, 1971, at the Trenton Memorial Hospi-
tal aged 83 years.  

 
 

 

Belleville’s Early  

Industrial Area 

Part One 

By Lois Foster 
 

Along the Moira River between the north end of Pin-
nacle Street and the north end of Church Street was a 
block of small broken lots designated as lot 40. Josiah 
Peckham, blacksmith, and Charles Williston, wheel-
wright, purchased this lot in 1828 and immediately 
built a furnace for their work. Between them, they 
had a thriving business, the beginnings of a huge 
foundry complex. 

In 1834, the business was sold to John A. Gordon, a 
founder, for £450. In 1846, Gordon moved to a 
foundry on Pinnacle Street across from the Court 
House, having sold his previous foundry to Captain 
Jacob Bonter. 

Bonter first leased the foundry to George and James 
Brown, iron founders, who were able to purchase it 
by 1850 according to a Land Registry deed: “the en-
gine, boiler and machinery in the Foundry which the 
said James Brown and George Brown heretofore 
have held under lease from the said Jacob Bonter and 
also all patterns and tools and implements whatever 
whither for turning or otherwise …  therewith now 
being in the said Foundry and the hay scales and ap-
paratus thereto belonging on the premises.” 

About every two years thereafter, the Intelligencer 
and the Hastings Chronicle included glowing reports 
of the progress of the G & J Brown Foundry that now 
included the whole block. The premises fronted on 
Foundry, Church and Mill Streets. In 1867, the Intel-

Agnes Forneri    

Photo by McCormick of                          

Belleville 
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ligencer wrote, “Within the last two years the premis-
es have been nearly all rebuilt and furnished with 
new and improved machinery. Last year they con-
sumed about 350 tons of iron, in addition to steel and 
brass, 60 tons of coal, 500 cords of wood.” 

The obituary of James Brown appeared in the Daily 
Intelligencer on April 24, 1897, when it was learned 
that James was born in Aberdeenshire, Scotland in 
1823. He came to Canada with his parents when ten 
years of age, and early in his teens he learned the 
trade of a moulder. His brother George had died in 
1855. 

This same year, 1897, Lorne Wilmot Marsh, the 
bookkeeper since 1892 and William H. Henthorn, 
mechanic, the superintendent since 1878, took over 
the Brown Foundry. The Intelligencer reported in 
1909, “In the 2 storey red brick buildings on Mill 
Street, occupying an acre and a half of ground, from 
75 to 100 skilled workmen are employed on the con-
struction of engines and boilers of all varieties. There 
is also the jobbing and repairing department, where 
practical and experienced machinists are employed.” 

In 1912, a big change was made. Marsh and 
Henthorn had outgrown their shops and moved to a 
new complex near the bay shore. The Greenleaf 

Foundry and Machine Shop, owned by Orlando C. 
Greenleaf, took over the property. 

In 1955, in a Belleville directory full-page advertise-
ment for the Greenleaf Co., Errol A. Greenleaf listed 
at least a dozen services provided by them at 10 
Foundry Street. In the following year the Greenleaf 
Co. moved to 321 Coleman Street, and the buildings 
at 10 Foundry Street were vacant.  

On Saturday, November 26, 1955, the Ontario Intelli-
gencer announced that a site had been picked for the 
new Federal building & Post Office, being the prop-
erty bounded by Station, Church, Pinnacle and in-
cluding the closing of Foundry Street. On May 22, 
1957, the newspaper reported, “The demolition for 
the New Federal Building starts and is expected to 
take six weeks.”  

So came to an end Belleville’s early industrial area 

which had been on both sides of the Moira River in 

the northerly part of town. Mill Street had been re-

named as Station Street. Foundry Street and the last 

factory complex had disappeared. However, this was 

not the end of the great foundry business. Marsh and 

Henthorn had saved the day with their new foundry 

down by the bay!  

CABHC Greenleaf Foundry    Mikel, W.C. City of Belleville History, p. 147 
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Public Presentations Planned 

for Early 2019 

Time: 7:30 p.m. 

Location: Maranatha 

100 College Street West, Belleville 

Third Tuesday of the month 

 

February 19, 2019: Lest We Forget: The Price of 
Freedom, a film with Laura Forth and James Smith 
on how the village of Deloro saved the world from 
Hitler. 

March 19, 2019: The Story of Algonquin Park by 
Bill Kennedy, the colourful and intriguing story of 
the development of Canada’s most beautiful park, the 
early days and the people who made it. 

April 16, 2019: Canada’s Prime Ministers and What 

They Were Really Like with author J.D.M. Stewart. 

He peels back the curtain on their lives and activities.  

Patronizing our Sponsors 

A Very Special Book Offer 

 
A key goal of the Historical Society is to bring the 
great stories of our region to everyone so that we 
can appreciate our city and county and be enter-
tained at the same time. One book that we feel 
should be in every home is the Heritage Atlas of 
Hastings County. A complete guide to our county 
with stories, maps, graphics tracing the development 
of Hastings County over 200 years. It also makes a 
great tour guide for your summer outings. Every-
thing you ever wanted to know about the place 
where we live. 

 
To encourage everyone to 
have a copy of this book, 
at the next Public Presenta-
tion on February 19th and 
at the Community Ar-
chives on that same day, it 
will be offered at just $20 
or half price. It also makes 
a great gift! 
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Member Designation 

HASTINGS COUNTY  
HISTORICAL SOCIETY  

DIRECTORS & OFFICERS 
 

 
Officers 

President         Richard Hughes 

Vice-President       Stanley Jones 

Treasurer            Dan Atkinson 

Secretary                       Mary-Lynne Morgan 

Directors at Large 
Lorie Brown           Bill Kennedy              

Jonathan Chircop                          Jim Kennelly 

Trevor Parsons                      

     

Ex-officio: 

Gerry Boyce  (Historical Advisor)        Orland French  (Past-President ) 

Amanda Hill (Archivist) 
 

Sub-committees 

Bus Tours             Orland French (Resource Guide)  

            Mary-Lynne Morgan (Admin)   

Education              Bill Kennedy 

Exhibits/Events Co-ordinators   Stanley Jones  

  Jim Kennelly   
Membership   Elizabeth Mitchell 

Outlook Production   Donna Fano (Co-editor) 

                                                        Laurel Bishop (Co-editor) 

Outlook Distribution  Elizabeth Mitchell  

Programs             Jim Kennelly 

Public Relations (Print/Radio/TV)     Mary-Lynne Morgan 

Sale of Publications  John Lowry 

Social Media   Jonathan Chircop 
Website  Heidi Rooke 

Website address:   www.hastingshistory.ca 
Community Archives                         613-967-3304 

Hastings County Historical Society      613-962-1110  

Hastings County Historical Society has its offices in the Library/Archives 

building at 254 Pinnacle Street, Second Floor, Postal Code K8N 3B1.    

Outlook is published nine months of the year for members and friends of the 
Society. Submissions can be sent to:   

outlook.hastingshistory@gmail.com 

 

Date: Tuesday, February 19, 2019 

Time: 7:30 p.m. 

Location: Maranatha  
100 College Street West, Belleville 

Bring a friend. 
 

 
 

Topic: The Film Lest We Forget: 
The Price of Freedom 

 

 Speakers: Laura Forth and James A. 
Smith, Historical Filmmakers 

 
The amazing story of how the little  

village of  Deloro helped save the world 
from Hitler. 

 
 

 
 
 

Hastings County  
Historical Society 

Presentation 

Note to Authors—By submitting material to be printed 
in the Outlook, the author confirms that he/she holds both 
legal and moral rights to the material, and grants permis-
sion to the Hastings County Historical Society to use this 
material in print and/or electronically. The opinions ex-
pressed in articles submitted to the Outlook are those of 
the author and do not necessarily reflect the views of the 
Hastings County Historical Society, its Board or its mem-
bers. 

Annual Bus Tour 
 

Adventures in Loyalist  

Country 
 

Explore Napanee and Loyalist Landing Country in a 
day-long bus tour.  Visit Old Hay Bay Church, L A 
Archives & Museum, MacPherson House and  Loy-
alist Museum & Interpretive Centre. 

       

Saturday, May 25 or June 8, 2019 
 

Bus departs at 8:30 a.m. from the Franklin Bus  
Line parking lot on Bell Blvd. 

 
Cost $70. includes lunch and tours 

 
Tickets & Info: Call Mary-Lynne Morgan  

613-961-7091 
 

Book early; these tours always sell out. 

http://www.hastingshistory.ca/
tel:613-967-3304

