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The summer of 2017 saw a rare occurrence, three major anniversaries converging: Canada’s 150th, Belleville’s 
200th and the Historical Society’s 60th birthdays. Not even a giant birthday cake would be sufficient this year; 
rather, a very special and permanent recognition was called for. The Historical Society rose to the challenge 
and developed a plan to create and install five cast-bronze historical plaques in the newly redeveloped Down-
town of Belleville.   

The goal was to bring to the people of this region and to tourists some of the amazing and colourful stories of 
the people, places and events that shaped the city’s development. A walk through the new Downtown can now 
be a historical tour. 

The five plaques were created by the Historical Society in cooperation with Campbell Monuments and were 
cast in solid bronze with pictures of the events sharply etched into the plaque. They were unveiled with appro-
priate ceremony and the participation of community leaders.   

On the basis of the great success of this project, the Historical Society has decided to extend the program 
across Hastings County in 2018, with the development of a further five historical plaques.   

 

A Summer of Celebrations 

Unveiling of Simpson’s Tavern Plaque 

On July 12, a plaque to recognize Simpson’s Tavern, 
first built in 1797 and the hub of activity in the tiny set-
tlement of Meyers Creek, was unveiled at Front and 
Dundas Streets by MP Neil Ellis, City Councillor Gar-
net Thompson, Society President Richard Hughes, 
Simpson descendant Lois Foster and Doug Knutson as 
Captain Meyers.                           Photo by Bill Kennedy 
  

Unveiling of  Fire Station No. 2 Plaque 
On June 14, a plaque to commemorate Fire Station No. 2, built 
in 1867, was unveiled at 394 Front Street by Mayor Taso Chris-
topher and Fire Chief Mark MacDonald. The Station also 
housed the police department and town council in the early 
years. 
Photo by Bill Kennedy 
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Unveiling of the Great  
Belleville Floods Plaque 

 
The Great Belleville Floods were recalled at 
the ceremony on August 9 with (from left) 
Society Director Dan Atkinson, Quinte Con-
servation Manager Terry Murphy, President 
Richard Hughes and Director Grant Harri-
son.  Speakers recalled Susanna Moodie’s de-
scription of violent floods in the 1850s and 
Bruce Bishop recalled his personal experience 
in the great flood of 1936 at his grandfather’s 
seeds store where the raging river carried the 
spring seeds stock into Front Street.  
 
Photo by  Bill Kennedy 

Unveiling of the Griffin Opera 
House Plaque 
 
On July 26 the plaque to commemorate the 
Griffin Opera House was unveiled.  From 
1884 to 1920s Griffin was the centre of 
theatre, opera, melodramas and minstrel 
shows for this region.  Ultimately replaced 
by the arrival of movies.  Pictured at open-
ing are, from left, Director Mary-Lynne 
Morgan, Councillor Mitch Panciuk, Guest 
speaker Diana Koechlin, Director Bill 
Kennedy and Councillor Garnet Thomp-
son.     
 
Photo by Marilyn Warren 

Unveiling of the Pinnacle 
Street Railway Plaque 
 
An exuberant crowd gathered at the 
Belleville Club on August 23 to unveil 
the historical plaque to the Pinnacle 
Street Railway.  Celebrating almost 100 
years of train traffic in the downtown 
were Orland French, in full railroader’s 
regalia, Councillor Mitch Panciuk, Coun-
cillor Garnet Thompson and Richard 
Hughes.  

 

Photo by Marilyn Warren 
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O’Hara Mill Homestead 
A Peaceful Look Back in Time 

Written by Bill Kennedy 

O’Hara Mill, the heritage village about five kilome-
tres northwest of Madoc, held its annual Heritage 
Day event this July. There were animal and pioneer 
machinery exhibits, people in period dress, pipes and 
drums.  To mark Canada’s 150th birthday, the Has-
tings County Historical Society brought to the event 
none other than Sir John A. Macdonald himself [a.k.a 
Brian Porter]. The PM and his wife Lady Agnes 
[a.k.a. Renee Porter] arrived in a horse-drawn car-
riage preceded by an entourage right out of the late 
19th century. Hundreds of onlookers with cameras 
ready lined the route of the procession as the town 
crier, adorned in crimson cloak and tricorn black hat 
and buckled shoes, announced the splendid event. Sir 
John, nodding left and right to his admirers and 
buoyed by their enthusiasm, mounted the podium 
from which he regaled his listeners with the glories 
of his grand Conservative party.    

O’Hara Mill is a jewel of a pioneer village that repre-
sents thousands of hours of volunteer work over 
many years. If you haven’t been there, it is well 
worth the visit. Its covered bridge, the water-driven 
sawmill and mill pond and the many log and clap-
board buildings nestled among tall spruce and pines 
take the visitor back to a time when the pace of life 
was slower and the loudest sounds were the clip-clop 
of horses and the ring of the blacksmith’s hammer. 
You can stroll the grounds at your leisure, drop in to 
the visitor centre and stop by the log house with the 

big stone fireplace where, if you’re in luck, you 
might just be able to enjoy some olde-tyme baking. 
And when you make your visit, take a picnic lunch. 
There are plenty of picnic tables. A nicer, more 
peaceful place in Hastings County would be hard to 
find. 
 

1950s Downtown Belleville Is 
Alive Again 

 
Many will recall the heyday of downtown Belleville 
in the 1950s when the stores were filled with cus-
tomers, the sidewalks crowded and the streets bump-
er-to-bumper with traffic.To capture this period of 
our history, the Society joined forces with filmmaker 
Gerry Fraiberg in the Oral History Project. With fi-
nancial support from Belleville’s Community Arts 
and Culture Fund, Gerry arranged interviews with 
five businessmen of the period to recall and record 
their memories of those dynamic and exciting times.   

What was life like when the downtown was the cen-
tre of economic and social activity for our city? 
These recordings tell the tales on a first-hand basis 
by the leaders of the downtown business community. 
They include Bob Barber of Barber's Flowers, Terry 
Barratt of Barratt’s Stationery, Gerry Bongard of 
Stephen Licence, Don Leslie of Leslie Shoe Store 
and John O’Connor, son of Gerry O’Connor of 
O’Connor’s Jewel Box.  

The audio recordings are available for you to enjoy 
and let your memory wander back to those long-
gone days downtown on the Historical Society web-
site www.hastingshistory.ca and on the Community 
Archives website at http://discover.cabhc.ca/audio-
recordings-of-oral-history-interviews.  

Sir John A. and Lady Agnes Macdonald with friends at the 
O’Hara Mill Heritage Day.  Photo Courtesy of Bill Kennedy 

 Downtown Belleville circa 1950                                HC08169  

http://www.hastingshistory.ca
http://discover.cabhc.ca/audio-recordings-of-oral-history-interviews
http://discover.cabhc.ca/audio-recordings-of-oral-history-interviews
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cash/cheque only cash/cheque only 

Marchmont Home: Refuge to 
the Thousands 

 

It is hard to imagine, but between 1870 and 1925 
about 10,000 orphaned, abandoned or impoverished 
British children were brought to Belleville from the 
crowded streets of newly industrialized Britain to be 
placed on farms or in private homes as domestics in 
the hope of giving them the possibility of new and 
successful lives. The home was called Marchmont 
and was located at West Moira and Yeomans Streets.  

It all began in England when Annie Macpherson set 
up several refuges in the East End of London to take 
in homeless and destitute children from the streets.  
She also opened a House of Industry where these 
children could be taught trades and basic education 
and later, farm training. In 1870, Annie Macpherson 
and her assistants brought the first 100 children to 
Canada, leaving some in Belleville.  

From these roots, the great tree sprang, and the flow 
of children and youths continued for over five dec-
ades. Over the years, 10,000 children were brought 
to Belleville’s Marchmont Distributing Home from 
London and Liverpool as well as from Scotland and 
Ireland.   

In 1925, the Marchmont Home, along with others, 

was amalgamated with the work of Dr. Thomas John 

Barnardo. At that time, Marchmont was sold, and 

children no longer came to Belleville. Between 1869 

and 1930 a total of over 100,000 British home chil-

dren had been brought to Canada by several organi-

zations, including the 10,000 to Belleville’s own 

Marchmont Distributing Home. 

The full, amazing story of Marchmont, the caring 
people who operated it, and its children is set out in 
the book, Marchmont: Distributing Home, Belle-
ville, Ontario, 1870-1925 by James S. Gilchrist. 
This book is available from the Historical Society at 
the Community Archives, 2nd Floor, Belleville Li-
brary Building.  

To commemorate this remarkable page in 
Belleville’s history, the Hastings County Historical 
Society has partnered with British Home Child 
Group International to create and install a commem-
orative brass plaque on the site of Marchmont home.  

A special ceremony, with guest speakers and dis-
plays, will be held at the Belleville Club, 210 Pin-
nacle Street on September 28th at 2 p.m.  

Marchmont Home                               CABHC HC03068 
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History of Wellman’s Women’s  
Institute Hall  

in Rawdon Township 
 

The following article is taken from a presentation by 
Donna Russett, President of the Wellman’s Spring-
brook Branch of the Women’s Institute, made at the 
Wellman’s Hall on May 20, 2017. 

In 1869, David Mack donated land in Rawdon Town-
ship, Hastings County, for a Wesleyan Church.  
Although funds for the enterprise were scarce, and 
the local citizens themselves lived in log houses, they 
found the means to build their sanctuary from the 
best material of the day, namely brick, which is 
thought to have come from the kiln operated by Wil-
liam Kyle on the 2nd  Concession of Rawdon. The 
church was the first brick building in the Rawdon 
district and was dedicated toward the close of 1869 
by the Reverend George Carr.   
A number of Presbyterian families attended the 
church, and it is believed that Robert Clancy was the 
first Sunday School Superintendent. The first coal oil 
lamp in the district was owned by James 
Vandervoort. He brought it to the church where it is 
said that the minister found it a vast improvement 
over the candle when reading scripture from the pul-
pit.  

Wellman’s Corners was noted for years for its annual 
lawn socials. Great crowds came from far and near in 
buggies and democrats, and long lines of teams were 
tied up to the fence. There was handmade ice cream 
and plenty of pies, cakes, tarts, cookies, sandwiches, 
lemonade and tea. In 1925, the church became Well-
man’s Corners United Church, and in 1944 celebrat-
ed its Diamond Jubilee. The first wedding was held 

In the Mood 
By Mary-Lynne Morgan 

In the mood for a great evening of delicious food, toe
-tapping music and lots of good conversation? Then 
you will want to get your tickets early for this year’s 
Hastings County Historical Society Annual Ban-
quet and Celebration of History on Saturday, Oc-
tober 28! 

This year’s banquet promises to be one you won’t 
soon forget, and one that will bring back loads of 
memories, especially for the older members of our 
region. You’ll be “in the mood” all evening. 

Orland French and his committee have planned a 
blockbuster evening to celebrate the 90th anniversary 
of the Commodores Orchestra. Swing and sway or 
tap your toes to a selection of big band favourites 
performed by the Commodores and Music Director, 
Andy Sparling, under the wing of a WWII Halifax 
bomber, at the National Air Force Museum of Cana-
da on RCAF Road in Trenton. Jazz fans of a certain 
age will be happy to know that the M.C. for the even-
ing is Glen Woodcock, host of The Big Band Show 
heard weekly on Jazz.FM91 CJRT in Toronto. The 
only thing better than that is the delicious meal by 
Occasions By the Bay that you will enjoy with 
friends before the orchestra plays. The extra bonus is 
that you will be the first to get your copy of  Andy 
Sparling’s new book, The Commodores Orchestra: 
Dance of the Decades, a history of the Commodores’ 
90-year continuous run, which is being published by 
the Society and officially launched that night. In it, 
Andy recounts great stories about their many adven-
tures, which will bring back lots of memories of peo-
ple you have known and places you have been! The 
book is loaded with pictures as well.   

All this for the usual low price of $65. per person! 
What a bargain! The festivities begin with cocktails 
at 6:00 and dinner at 7:00 p.m. Tickets are available 
at Pinnacle Music on Front Street, Belleville and 
Bruinix Jewellers in Trenton, or by calling 613-961-
7091. Make up a table! I expect tickets will sell 
quickly; so get yours right away. You don’t want to 
miss this evening to remember. 

Our Annual Banquet and Celebration of History is 
one of our major fundraisers. The low ticket price 
would not be possible without the support of our Ta-
ble Sponsors. If you or your company would like to 
sponsor a table at $250. and generally support the 
work of the Hastings County Historical Society, 
please contact Richard Hughes at 613-961-7772 to 
find out more about the benefits of sponsorship. 

For more information on the banquet and the work of 
the Hastings County Historical Society, go to 
www.hastingshistory.ca 

This year’s banquet will be held at the National Air Muse-
um in Trenton. 

http://www.hastingshistory.ca/
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there in 1949. It was the Reverend Vaclavik who, 
during his tenure at the church, painted the huge wall 
mural of the “Good Shepherd” which can still be seen 
today. In 1958, the church was renovated, but many 
rural churches were beginning to close, and ten years 
later, Wellman’s became one of them. It had served 
the community for ninety-nine years. 

It was shortly after its closing that it was purchased 
by the Wellman’s Women’s Institute. It has since 
hosted many community events and special celebra-
tions including weddings. In 2011, the Springbrook 
Women’s Institute joined the Wellman’s Branch. 
Over the years members have worked hard to keep 
the hall in the community and to support different 
fundraisers necessary for the building’s maintenance 
and upkeep. In 2016, 150 red and white tulips were 
planted to commemorate Canada’s 150th birthday, all 
of which were in full bloom on the day President 
Russett made her presentation. 

 

 

On the Home Front  
Excerpts from The Intelligencer 

July to September, 1917 
By Laurel Bishop 

July 6: “Cash for your old iron! Beginning tomorrow 
we will pay every Hydro user in this town, Cash for 
old irons. These old irons will be sold as scrap and 
the money will be given to the Red Cross. This is 
your opportunity to get a really dependable Electric 
Iron—made for You—and also help the Red Cross in 

Janice Gannon (left) and Donna Russett (right) 

its splendid work. This offer is for a limited time on-
ly. Hydro-Electric Power Commission of Ontario.”  

July 12: “Ottawa. Hon. W. J. Hanna, the food con-
troller, in a statement issued last night, says that the 
consumption of wheat, beef, and bacon in the Domin-
ion must be reduced by at least one-third to meet the 
needs of the allied armies and people. …  Every man, 
woman and child in Canada is under a direct war ob-
ligation to assist in that reduction. …  The allies look 
to Canada to relieve their food shortage.” 

July 16: As an evidence of the possibilities of aerial 
navigation in peace times the delivery of mail in 
Belleville yesterday may be taken as the forerunner 
of future competition by sky skimmers with railways 
and ships in transporting passengers and mail. A 
number of aviators from Camp Mohawk came up 
Saturday and were guests over Sunday at the Hotel 
Quinte. Their letters arriving at the Camp post office 
after their departure were tied up in a bundle and 
Sunday morning brought to the city by an aviator 
who circled about until directly over the Hotel Quinte 
when he dropped the letters to his comrades awaiting 
below. His aim was good and the mail delivery was 
perfect.” 

July 27: “Premier Sir William Hearst has written the 
following letter to the 5,000 high school boys who 
have gone on the farms for their vacation. …  ‘As 
prime minister of Ontario I wish to convey to you the 
thanks of the people of this Province for the manful 
part that you are playing. But the need for your ser-
vices is even greater now than it was in the spring-
time. …  Harvest will be upon us in a few days, and 
the country needs your help to garner the bountiful 
harvest which you have, in a large measure, made 
possible. Therefore, I appeal to you to continue your 
patriotic service until the harvest is over.’ ” 

August 4: “On August 4, 1914, three years ago this 
day, Great Britain entered the war of nations. …  
Canada is taking a glorious part in the war with a rec-
ord of heroic sacrifice and brave deeds on land and 
sea, and behind the drawn blinds of many darkened 
homes in this, the homeland. …  Special prayers will 
ascend from many altars today and on the morrow, 
and every heart should form a prayer, whether in 
church, behind the counter, in the office, on the 
street, on the farm, or wherever we may be, that this 
awful bloodshed may cease in a permanent peace and 
that happiness, security and prosperity return to the 
earth.”  

August 6: “Mayor Ketcheson is in receipt of the fol-
lowing telegram. …  The extreme need for help to 
harvest Ontario crop, leads me to appeal to you to 
release every possible corporation employee for this 



     7 

work, and to interest yourself in the immediate organ-
ization of your municipality to secure harvest help. 
W. H. Hearst, Prime Minister.” 

August 8: “Food pledge cards issued. …  The pledge 
itself reads as follows: ‘Realizing the gravity of the 
food situation and knowing that Great Britain and our 
Allies look to Canada to help shatter Germany’s 
threat of starvation. I pledge myself and my house-
hold to carry out conscientiously the advice and direc-
tions of the Food Controller that requisite foodstuffs 
may be released for export to the Canadian Divisions, 
the British forces and people, and the allied armies 
and nations.’ …  On the other side of the card the 
householder is requested to hang the pledge in the 
dining room where the members of the household will 
be reminded of their obligation daily. A duplicate 
card is attached to the original copy by a perforated 
fold. This duplicate will also be signed by the house-
holder, torn off and returned to the canvasser to be 
filed at provincial headquarters. Accompanying the 
pledge card is a card of the same size to be hung in 
the front window of each house where the public can 
see it, and the members of the household may read the 
imperative reasons for food saving set forth on the 
back.” 

August 17: “A large number of the professional, busi-
ness and tradesmen of Stirling, responding to a Patri-
otic appeal to help garner the bountiful harvest of this 
year without loss or waste, turned out on Wednesday 
afternoon in every direction from the town and spent 
their half holiday in ‘Faithful Service to Their King 
and Country,’ by helping the farmers in their harvest-
ing operations. So far as we know everybody was de-
lighted, and it is not likely that this will be the last 
time, for the citizens of Stirling are awake to the 
needs of the Empire and always realize the im-
portance of a bountiful harvest.” 

August 24: “Green garden produce must be substitut-
ed on the tables of the Canadian consumer, for canned 
corn, peas and tomatoes. An embargo on the use of 
canned goods was issued by the Food Controller, 
Hon. W. J. Hanna. …  The order becomes effective at 
once and remains in force in the territory east of Sault 
Ste. Marie until October 15. West of Sault Ste. Marie 
it ceases on October 1. ‘Housewives have been using 
too much can-opener and too little cookstove,’ said 
Mr. Hanna.” 

September 8: “The Canadian Associated Press under-
stands that arrangements are pending for the return to 
Canada together of soldiers unfit for further service 
and their wives. Many men have married since their 
arrival in England. Some of their wives have never 
been in Canada. Women under present conditions are 

only permitted to sail at infrequent intervals. Men 
awaiting return to Canada at Buxton have applied for 
permission to remain there till their wives are able to 
sail simultaneously.” 

September 12: “C. A. Magrath, Canadian Fuel Con-
troller, has issued a warning to coal dealers that they 
are not to increase prices, now that winter is ap-
proaching, without first making representations to 
him. …  ‘I wish to appeal particularly to the dealers 
in our towns and cities where large quantities of coal 
are handled in small lots, to deal in a generous man-
ner with the small users of coal, and add as little as 
possible to the heavy burdens they are now carrying. 
On the other hand the housekeeper should co-operate 
in laying in his supply as soon as possible.” 

September 17: “The King’s Message to Canada. ‘I 
learn with the deepest gratification of the effective 
steps being taken in the Dominion of Canada towards 
providing those increased supplies of food which are 
absolutely essential to the defeat of the enemy’s de-
vices and to a speedy and successful termination of 
the war. I have no doubt that the self-sacrifice dis-
played on the battlefields of France by my heroic 
troops will find its counterpart in the efforts of those 
who, at home in the Dominion, are devoting them-
selves to this work. All those thus loyally engaged 
contribute an important measure towards assuring 
victory.’ —George R.I.” 

September 19: “This city was yesterday and today 
canvassed by a number of ladies and Food Controller 
pledge cards were left in all the houses. In a great ma-
jority of cases the signature of the housewife was 
readily obtained. In many cases it was necessary to 
make an explanation of the object in signing the 
cards, which explanation was readily given and had 
the desired effect.” 

September 28: “The following letter was received by Miss 

Edith McLean, 62 Alexander St. in reply to a parcel sent 

by the Belleville Branch of the Canadian War Contingent 

Association. …  ‘My Dear Miss McLean, Our battalion 

received today fifty parcels from the C.W.C.A., Belleville, 

amongst which was yours. The O.C. was so taken with the 

generosity and usefulness of the articles, that the whole 

regiment drew for them, and besides getting the presents, 

it afforded a lot of pleasure to the whole unit. I do not 

know who you are, but I thank God for you kind, brave 

women in Canada, and your gifts were appreciated by all 

of us; the officers because the men got them, and the men 

because it brings a breath of home to them. Cheery O Sis-

ter, and thank you, Douglas Kerr, Capt.”  
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Outlook Distribution  Elizabeth Mitchell  
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Sale of Publications  John Lowry   

HCHS Website  www.hastingshistory.ca 
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Hastings County Historical Society has its offices in the Library/Archives 

building at 254 Pinnacle Street, Second Floor, Postal Code K8N 3B1.    

Outlook is published nine months of the year for members and friends of the 

Society. Submissions can be sent to:   

Hastings County  
Historical Society 

Presentation 

outlook.hastingshistory@ gmail.com 

Date: September 19, 2017 
Time: 7:30 p.m. 

 

Location: Maranatha  
100 College Street West, Belleville 

 

(Please use rear parking lot and back entrance and go 
to Meeting Room.)  Bring a friend. 

Hunter of Dreams—A Story of the 
Underground Railroad 

Speaker:  Steve Duff  
Author and Historian 

 

Steven Duff is speaking on his book Hunter of 
Dreams – A Story of the Underground Railroad. 
The subject of his book is Dr. Alexander Milton 
Ross, born in Belleville and a 19th century driv-
ing force for Canada in the safe passage of 
American black slaves.  
      

Note to Authors—By submitting material to be printed 
in the Outlook, the author confirms that he/she holds 
both legal and moral rights to the material, and grants 
permission to the Hastings County Historical Society to 
use this material in print and/or electronically. The opin-
ions expressed in articles submitted to the Outlook are 
those of the author and do not necessarily reflect the 
views of the Hastings County Historical Society, its 
Board or its members. 

A Super Fall Season of Public 
Presentations Announced 

 

 

Tuesday, September 19, 2017:  Historian and Au-
thor Steven Duff will speak on his book Hunter of 
Dreams – A Story of the Underground Railroad. 
The subject is Dr. Alexander Milton Ross, born in 
Belleville and a 19th-century driving force for Cana-
da in the safe passage of American black slaves into 
Canada. 

Tuesday, October 17, 2017:  Historian and Town 
Councillor Mary Kavanagh presents Bancroft – 
Now and Then. Learn about the colourful history of 
Bancroft and its hardy people through the years in 
historical pictures and fascinating stories.  

Tuesday, November 21, 2017: Filmmaker Doug 
Knutson and Author Peggy Dymond Leavey present 
The Movie Years – The 100th Anniversary of 
Trenton as Hollywood North. See the pictures and 
hear the stories of how Trenton was once the movie 
capital of Canada. 

tel:613-967-3304

