
The Mills of Hastings County

Mining and the Mills at Deloro
Gold was discovered in the Deloro area in the 1860s. By the 1890s, there were about fifteen 
gold mines operating near Deloro, with mills to process the ore. The mines produced gold, 
silver, arsenic and later, cobalt. The last Deloro plant closed in 1961.

HC01645

This general view of the site shows the 
various buildings related to the mine including 
the arsenic works, stamp mill, powder 
magazine, Gatling mill and mine shafts, 
shops, warehouse and dwellings.

HC01647

This 1882 image shows the second mill 
which had a capacity of 200 tons. It was used 
for dry crushing and chlorination of the ore.

HC01650

HC01649

Old Gatling mill. Note the very large size 
of the structure as evidenced by the size 
of the workers in the foreground.

HC01651

This stamp mill, which had a capacity of 70 
tons, was the fourth mill to be built on this 
site but the first to successfully process 
refractory ores.

Air compressor building containing a 
200-horsepower air compressor and a 
60-horsepower air lift for the mine.
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Mills at the Glen Miller Bridge
The Trent Valley Paper Mill, owned by the Miller brothers of Montreal, erected a dam for the 
operation of a paper mill at Glen Miller in 1881 with the permission of Sir Charles Tupper. 
The dam was permitted on the advice of Tom Rubidge, who inspected the proposed site in 
June, 1881, while he was conducting the Trent survey. He advised that the dam would “in no 
ways interfere injuriously with the proposed construction of the Trent Valley Canal.”

This image shows the Miller 
Brothers & Company’s large paper 
mill and dam on the Trent River, 
viewed from the Glen Miller bridge. 
The dam near the Glen Miller 
bridge provided an eighteen-foot 
head of water and an estimated 
35,000 horsepower.

View of rapids from the Glen Miller bridge, looking north (HC01809) cropped

View of rapids and head of Gordon mill sluice (HC01810)

The size of the Trent River can be 
seen in this picture taken from 
Gordon’s mill site looking upstream 
to the Glen Miller bridge, visible in 
the distance.
The mill sluice can be seen on the 
left in this picture.

This picture of Gordon’s 
Mill shows the mill dam 
and head of the rapids on 
the Trent River near Glen 
Miller bridge.
In 1869, the mill had three 
runs of mill stones and a 
capacity of milling about 
four to five hundred 
barrels per week.

Gordon’s mills and view of Trent River, looking north (HC01812) cropped

Community Archives The Community Archives of Belleville and Hastings County
in partnership with the Hastings County Historical Society



The Mills of Hastings County

Growth of Mill Sites

ROM ORt

QUARTZ

at*

In 1836 there
were 17 saw and

G A

LAND

M I LLS

I

MARMORA

a4ELDEN’S 
"TWILLS

(STIRLING!

grist mills in the 
Moira Valley.

SETTLEMENT
1836

ROADS AND MILLS BASED ON MAP OF MIDLAND 
DISTRICT BY P.V. ELMORE

1 .BtCEWER’S SAW MILL
2 "MlRE'S'CRlST MILL
3 SAW ANO GRIST MILL
4.COLMAN’S MILL
5 JONAS CANNIFF’S SAW MILL
6.JOSEPH CANNIFF’S SAW & GRIST MILLS
7 DANIEL CA“MIFF'S SAW 8 GRIST MILLS
6 REEO'S SA, ^L
9.BOWERMAN'S GRIST MILL

10 THORN*S'SAW MILL
11 THOMSON’S MILL
12 LATTA’S SAW A GRIST MILL
13. CARTER’S SAWMILL
14. TRUMPOUR'S SAW MILL
15. MUNRO’S SAW 8 GRIST MILL
16 M* KENZiE'S SAW ft GRISTMILL
17 RLEO S GRIST MILL
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SCALE MILES

The number and type of mills had grown to 96 by 1860 as can be seen in the table below. 
Information taken from the Map of the County of Hastings and Adjoining Townships published 

by W.R. Elmore ca. 1860
Elzevir - Delongs Saw Mill Rawdon - Carding & Fulling Mill Tyendinaga- Laziers Flour & Saw Mill
Elzevir - Billa Flints Grist Mill Rawdon - Hoyle's Saw Mill Tyendinaga- Emerson Saw Mill
Elzevir - Bi I la Flints Saw Mill Rawdon - While's Saw Mill Tyendinaga- Shipman's Saw & Grist Mill
Elzevir - Bradshaw Saw Mill Rawdon - Bulas's Saw Mill Thurlow - Casey's Saw Mill
Elzevir - Ross Saw Mill Rawdon - Green's Saw Mill Thurlow - Jameison's Grist Mill
Elzevir - Riggs Saw Mill Rawdon - Searl's Saw Mill Thurlow - Latta's & Mill
Elzevir - Thompson's Grist Mill Rawdon - Barton's Saw Mill Thurlow - Cannif'fs Saw Mill
Hungerford - Canton's Saw Mill Rawdon - Peterson Saw Mill & Thurlow - Wilson's Grist & Saw Mill
Hungerford - Way’s Mill Rawdon - Fetterly Saw Mill (shingle machine) Thurlow - Reed’s Saw Mill
Hungerford - Jameison Flour & Saw Mill Sidney - Gilinbard Co's Steam Saw Mill Thurlow - Corby's Flouring Mill
Hungerford - Bogerts Saw & Grist Mill Sidney - White's Saw Mill Thurlow - Ja Canniffs Saw Mill
Hungerford - Lauders Saw Mill Sidney - Blanchard Saw Mill Thurlow - Ja Canniffs Grist & Saw Mill
Huntingdon - Houston's Saw Mill Sidney - Wearey Saw & Grist Mill Thurlow - Ja Canniffs Grist & Saw Mill
Huntingdon - Bird's Saw Mill Sidney - Vanderwater Steam Saw Mill Thurlow - James Canniffs Grist & Saw Mill
Huntingdon - Mullett Saw Mill Sidney - Roblin's Flouring & Saw Mill Thurlow - Lingham's Grist & Saw Mill
Huntingdon - Sargent's Saw Mill Sidney - Ketcheson's Saw Mill Thurlow - P & F Canniffs Saw Mill
Huntingdon - Prinldles Saw Mill Sidney - Hurnden Saw Mill Thurlow - P Canniffs Saw Mill
Huntingdon - Bulls Steam Grist & Saw Mill Sidney - Chisholm's Saw Mill Thurlow - Jonas Canniffs Grist Mill
Huntingdon - Agas Saw Mill Sidney - Chisholm's Grist Mill Thurlow - B H Herres Saw Mill
Madoc - Van Kleek Saw Mill Sidney - Chisholm's Carding Mill Thurlow - Grist Mill
Madoc - Jackson’s Saw Mill Sidney - Chisholm's Fulling Mill Thurlow - Paper Mill
Madoc - Miller's Saw Mill Sidney - Sayer's Mill Thurlow - Grist Mill
Madoc - O'Hara Saw Mill Sidney - Carding Machine Thurlow - Saw Mill
Madoc - Pringle Saw Mill Sidney - Walbridge Flour & Saw Mill Thurlow - Fulling Mill
Madoc - Jackson & Duggan Saw Mill Sidney - Steam Mill Thurlow - Fulling Mill
Marmora - Saw Mill Tyendinaga - Rathbum's Steam Saw & Grist Mill Thurlow - Saw Mill
Marmora - Grist Mill Tyendinaga - Saw Mill Thurlow - Grist Mill
Marmora - Saw Mill Tyendinaga - Vtellbridges's Saw & Grist Mill Thurlow - Grist Mill
Marmora - Grist Mill Tyendinaga - Saw Mill Thurlow - Saw Mill
Marmora - Blast funaces, forges etc at Iron Works Tyendinaga - Lazier Flour & Saw Mills Thurlow - Fulling Mill
Rawdon - Wood's Saw Mill Tyendinaga - Smith's Flour & Saw Mills Thurlow - Flint & Yeoman Steam Saw Mill
Rawdon - Sealy Saw Mill Tyendinaga - Fox's Saw Mill
Rawdon - Bakers Grist & Saw Mill Tyendinaga - Sweeny's Saw Mill
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Billa Flint and the Elzevir Mills
Billa Flint was an entrepreneur who started his milling 
business in Belleville.
By the 1850s, he was looking northwards for 
opportunities where new settlements were being 
established.
By 1883, he had sold his interests in Belleville to 
Joseph James and founded the community of Troy, in 
what became Elzevir Township. Troy was renamed 
Bridgewater in 1858, and is now called Actinolite.

MMJWIIW MILL
This Mill has the most approved machinery, and is second 

to none in Hastings. Gristing done to order. Flour and 
Meal for Sale.

Bridgewater, 1865. BILLA FLINT.

BRIDGEWATER OAT MILL
The OATMEAL made at this Mill is of the very best 

kind manufactured, and warranted to give general satis
faction. For Sale, or in Exchange for Oats.

Bridgewater, 1865. BILLA FLINT.

intfDOEWATERJJARLM MILL
Barley manufactured into Pot and Pearl Barley, and 

Barley Meal. For Sale, or in exchange for Barley.

Bridgewater, 1865. BILLA FLINT.

BRIDGEWATER SAW MILL.
Boards, Plank, Flooring, Siding, Scantling, Pickets, 

Lath, &c., &c., kept on hand for sale.

Billa Flint (HC01788)

In 1853, Billa Flint purchased a large tract of land on the 
Skootamatta River, where he built his biggest sawmill 
and other accompanying mills. He also laid out the 
plans for the community around them.
He erected a sawmill and grist mill in the same area 
shortly after 1853, and in 1861, Flint’s flouring mill was 
the largest in the county.
He was reeve of Elzevir Township for 21 years and was 
elected mayor of Belleville in 1866, the same year he 
was appointed to the Canadian Senate.

Bridgewater, 1865. BILLA FLINT.

Old mill site on the Scootamata, Actinolite (HC00045)
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The Growth of Mills in Belleville
The first mill on the Moira River was 
powered from a dam site and 
constructed by John Meyers in about 
1790.
But a single dam site on a river could 
power numerous mills, and these mills 
spawned secondary manufacturing 
facilities.
As can be seen on the 1845 map of 
Belleville, the mill dam and raceways 
on the Moira River turned water 
wheels that provided power to various 
grist, flour, saw and paper mills at the 
north end of Belleville.

Flint <fc Yeomans—At this Mill there are between 90 and 100 
Saws, indifferent Gangs, capable of manufacturing from 75,000 to 
100,000 feet of lumber every 24 hours. It is a grand sight to wit
ness the movement of these Gang Saws. How they rive the great 
logs with their restless and indomitable teeth, splitting them into 
planks and boards that shall build up the palaces of commerce in 
our cities, and the quiet happy rural homes. Let the mind go back 
only a few years—look into the old weather-beaten mill with its one 
upright saw, and mark its sing-song motion. What a contrast! 
Here are a dozen sturdy operatives who are all activity—and gangs 
of saws that cut their tens of thousands feet per day. There a soli
tary sawyer, watching the snail-like movement of his daily and 
nightly companion, while he keeps time to the music with some 
familiar refrain; and he is satisfied if he counts a few hundred feet 
every 24 hours. To give an idea of the business done at Flint’s 
Mill, we may state that when it is in full blast, a sufficient quantity 
of lumber is made to load a schooner every 24 hours. Employment 
is given to about 90 men, whose wages amount to a week.

Extract from the 1860-61 Directory 
of the County of Hastings published 
by Mackenzie Bowell and printed at 
the Intelligencer Office, Front Street, 
Belleville

1845 Plan of the Town of Belleville

Flint's Mill, Moira River and Bay (HCC0484)

As Hastings County grew, so did the number and size 
of its mills.

Holton lumber mill (HCM0661)

By the middle of the 19th century, their need for 
power outgrew that available from the rivers, and 
some mills were powered by steam.
This picture shows the Flint and Yeoman steam saw
mill at the mouth of the 
Moira River in Belleville.

The Holton Lumber Mill, 
almost certainly 
photographed from 
Belleville Town Hall 
around 1880, showing 
the number of logs 
necessary to feed a large 
mill

F u B KA TD F A C T U;BE S.,? 

•«# th. InMijen.er.

Moiha Paper MiLii q
Situatetbcn the River about half a mile from 

the limits oi the Town, and owned by Mr. P< 
F. Canniff. I The dam here is the highest on 
the River, having a fall of about ten feet, and 
the seasortmust be extraordinarily dry to com
pel the mills to suspend operations. The Mill 
gives employment to 11 operatives—5 men 
and 6 girls—and in capable of making 1,000 
lbs of paper per day.

Extract from the Hastings 
Chronicle May 16, 1860
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Mills at Cannifton
A grist and saw mill was built at Cannifton by the Canniff family in the early 1800s. Arthur 
Holgate operated the mill for 35 years after purchasing it from the Lingham family in 1921.
In 1922, Mr. Holgate replaced the old wooden mill dam with a concrete dam. He installed an 
up-to-date water turbine to run the mill and his own generating plant for lighting.

The Cannifton Dam (HC05222)

The new concrete Cannifton Dam was built in 
1922.

Cannifton Mill, ca. 1947 (HC05230)

Raymond Holgate at his father’s mill, about 1947

Cannifton Mills. 1924 (HC05226)

Cannifton Mills in 1924; a pump 
powered by an early gasoline engine 
can be seen in the foreground.

▲ JA

(HCHS file 3422)

Receipt and a page 
from the mill’s General 
Account ledger book, 
1949
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Mills in Hastings County
As the population of Hastings County grew and spread north, so did the number of mills. By 
1860, there were 96 mills documented on maps of the area and in The Directory of Hastings 
County published by Mackenzie Bowell. Throughout the 1800s, mills grew both in number and 
size and were a significant part of Hastings County’s economy.

Bird's lumber mill HC05641
Shingle mill and box factory, Eldorado (HC02987)

In the early 1900s, the partnership of G.R. 
Jones, James Jackson and Wes. Mason 
purchased the Eldorado Elevator Co. and 
converted it to a saw mill, shingle mill and box 
factory located near the Eldorado railway 
station.

Part of Corby mill complex (HC01529)

The Corby family has played an important part 
in the history of Hastings.
Henry Corby Sr. bought an existing mill site at 
Corbyville in 1857, and by 1859, he had 
started a distillery.
His son, Henry Corby Jr., increased the 
business enterprises and distillery exports.

Bird’s Lumber Mill, photo donated by Joyce 
Waterhouse, granddaughter of Andrew Bird

Latta Gist Mill showing the west side HC04058

The mill was built by John Latta for his sons 
ca. 1790; John Latta, from Ireland, was the 
donor’s great-great-great-grandfather.

Henry Corby’s Distillery (HC01522)
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The O’Hara Mill
Pictures of the interior of O’Hara Mill ca. 1963 showing the drive mechanism for the single 
vertical saw blade. The design is virtually identical to the 1795 mill design illustration shown 
below.

HC05007

HC05008

The O’Hara Mill ca. 1880 showing the logs and 
sawn lumber when it was a working sawmill. The 
millpond can be seen in the background.
Image courtesy of Peter Sporting. O’Hara Mill Homestead and Conservation Area

Designs from The Young Mill-Wright 
and Miller’s Guide, 1795, showing a 

design similar to that used to build 
the O’Hara Mill.

The O’Hara Mill in the 21st century 
showing the restored water wheel before 
the dam was rebuilt.
Photo courtesy of Peter Sporting. O’Hara Mill Homestead and Conservation
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The End of a Mill
A grist and saw mill was built at 
Cannifton by the Canniff family in the 
early 1800s. Arthur Holgate operated 
the mill for 35 years after purchasing it 
from the Lingham family in 1921.

Holgate Mill at Cannifton, 
Landmark in Quinte Area, 
Destroyed by Fire Sat.

* A century-old riverside land- CAUSE UNKNOWN
mark north of Belleville and 
one of the few remaining mills 
still using waterpower exclus
ively, the Cannifton grlat miil| 
and sawmill was destroyed by I 
fire Saturday night

Flames from the burning 
structure, fed by bone dry 
tbribers, were seen as far as 10 
miles away and attracted hun
dreds of home ward-bound 
spectators, Belleville firemen 
were on the scene until eight

1 o’clock Sunday morning.
The Cannifton mill, dating 

back to the pioneer days of 
Cannifton village, was owned 
■by Roy Pound who purchased 
the business from Arthur Hol
gate in 1953. Loss was estimat
ed at close to $20,000.

The blaze was spotted by a 
Cannifton housewife who hap
pened to look out her window 
shortly before 10.30 to discov
er the whole mill ablaze.

When firemen arrived the 
flames were already rolling out 
through the roof and nothing 
could be done to save the 
structure.

Firemen had to work hard 
to keep the fire from spread
ing to nearby buildings and 
watches were placed on the 
roofs of stores and houses to

Cause of the blaze which 
destroyed the century-old mill 
was unknown. Mr. Pound 
had walked through the mill
yard about half an hour before 
the blaze was discovered and 
noticed nothing amiss.

The old mill which employ- i 
ed up to four men during the j 
lumber sawing season, was 
built by the Oanniff family, 
after whom the village of Can
nifton was named.

Until it was purchased by 
Mr. Pound about nine years 
ago, the mill had been oper
ated by Arthur Holgate, who 
had run it for many years. It 
was Mr. Holgate who replac
ed the original dam at Cannif
ton by a concrete structure in 
the early 1920’s.

At that time an up-to-date 
water turbine was installed 
and this was used exclusively 
to run the grist mill and also 
the sawmill.

Besides the mill structure 
and machinery, Mr. Pound 
said a quantity of prepared 
feed and grain was lost in the 
blaze. A load of 20 tons 
had been delivered to the mill 
Saturday.

guard against flying embers. I 
The roof of a bam two; 

blocks away from the blaze 
I caught afire.

Firemen said the old mill 
caused one of the hottest fires 

■ they had attended in recent 
I years.

In 1922, Mr. Holgate replaced the old 
wooden mill dam with a concrete dam 
and installed an up-to-date water 
turbine to run the mill and his own 
generating plant for lighting.
As seen in these pictures the mill was 
destroyed by fire on the 28th of May 
1962

Images and clipping from the Intelligence fonds
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Postcards of Mills
On January 1, 1895, Canadian postal authorities announced that private postcards might be 
sent by mail within the Dominion of Canada at postcard rates. Photographers began to 
produce regulation size photographic prints (314” x 514”) suitable for mailing.

Stones Mill, Deseronto HC01653 Springbrook Mill HC02476

At first, no message was permitted on the 
address side of the print, but the regulations 
were soon changed to allow this.

Tweed Mill HC02699. This was a 
mass printed postcard as can be 
seen from the screen marks 
introduced by the printing

Above: Mill Pond, Stirling 
showing the bridge and a 
wagon parked to left, circa 
1905 HC02542

process

Picture postcards were 
very popular and are an 
important source of 
information about times in 
that era. [ 2 <3 cucZ LfjajJi

“The Pond” in Bancroft (HC03003). Note the train in J 
background behind the Bancroft Machinery Co. building i
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