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A  capsule history of the Victoria and
Albert Museum

Next M eeting
Tuesday, May 19, 1998

Auditorium  
Quinte Living Centre, 

370 Front Street,

Belleville

7:30 Coffee 
8:00 Meeting 

G u est S peaker
Ian Bowering

Topic
Brewing in Ontario
Ian Bowering is the author of 

four books about Ontario brew
ing. He will talk about the evo
lution of brewing in the prov
ince w ith the arrival of the 
United Empire Loyalists and 
w ith special em phasis on 
Belleville and Hastings County.

During the past two centuries 
more than 600 breweries have 
existed across Ontario; simply 
put, beer was part of the Eng
lish, Irish and German settlers’ 
diet. Belleville brewster Marg
aret Simpson brewed the town’s 
first beer for her inn on Front 
Street near Dundas Street in 
1810. Over the years Belleville 
had numerous brewers, the most 
famous being Roy’s Victoria 
Brewery, which became Quinte 
Breweries of Prohibition fame.

Along with writing and talk
ing about beer, Bowering is the 
curator for the S torm ont, 
Dundas and Glengarry Histori
cal Society in Cornwall. He is 
also a frequent contributor to the 
Upper Canadian, num erous 
beer magazines, radio and tel
evision shows. Copies of Mr. 
Bowering’s books will be avail
able for sale after the talk.

This presentation is sponsored 
by the W riters’ Union of 
Canada.

The Victoria and Albert Museum 
is the largest and most influential 
museum of decorative arts in the 
world. Its 145 galleries reflect cen
turies o f achievem ent in such 
varied fields as ceramics, sculp
ture, furniture, jewellery, metal
work, textiles and dress, from Brit
ain, Europe and Asia. The inspi
ration behind museums of art and 
design the world over, it has an 
international reputation as a centre 
of excellence.
The V&A, a magnificent Grade 
1 listed building, also contains the 
National Collections of furniture, 
sculpture, glass, ceramics, water
colours, portrait miniatures and 
the art of photography, as well as 
the N ational Art Library. The 
Collections constitute a unique in
ternational resource; some four 
million objects are held by the 
Museum, ranging from Constable 
paintings to Oriental ceramics, 
and including the finest collection 
of Italian Renaissance sculpture 
outside Italy as well as the most 
impressive collection of Indian art 
and artefacts outside the subcon
tinent.
The M useum was founded in 
1852 as a Museum of Manufac
tures, to m otivate and educate 
British manufacturers and design
ers by building upon the fantas
tic success of the Great Exhibition 
of the previous year. In 1857 it 
moved from Marlborough House 
in the centre of town to the fields 
of Brompton, where it was known 
as the South Kensington Museum. 
In 1899 it was renamed The Vic
toria and Albert Museum in hon
our of the widowed Queen Vic
toria, who laid the foundation 
stone of the building in that year 
in what was to be her last public

appearance.
As well as the main 11 acre site 
at South Kensington, the V&A 
also adm inisters the Bethnal 
Green Museum of Childhood, 
the W ellington M useum  at 
Apsley House, and the Theatre

Museum in Covent Garden. The 
central aim of the V&A is to in
crease the understanding and en
joyment of art, craft and design 
through its Collections, and to 
make these Collections available 
to the widest possible audience.

Profiling an artifact
Armchair by Robert Adam and Thomas Chippendale 
This armchair unites two of the best-known personalities in the 

history of interiors and furniture in Britain, the architect Robert Adam 
and the cabinet-maker Thomas Chippendale. It is part of the only 
known set of furniture made by Chippendale to Adam’s design. It 
formed part of a set of eight armchairs and four sofas made in 1765 
for the Great Room at 19 Arlington Street, the London house of the 
successful entrepreneur Sir Lawrence Dundas. The watercolour design 
supplied the year before, and almost exactly conforming to the so

fas as executed, is in Sir John Soane’s Museum. 
A bill for the seat furniture, dated 9 July 1765, 
records that each of the armchairs cost £20, a very 
high price at that time. They are described as 

‘carved in the Antick manner & gilt in oil 
Gold stuffed and coverd with your own 
damask and strong castors on the feet’. 

The eight chairs and the four sofas 
were clearly of great importance to 
the client for they were supplied with 
two sets of protective covers, one of 
leather lined with flannel (presum- 

, ably for use when the house was shut 
up and costing 1 guinea each for the 

armchairs) and another of ‘check’ (presum
ably checked linen, for use at all other times except when impor
tant visitors were expected, and costing 15 shillings each). Though 
none of the protective covers for this set survives it is pleasing that 
the ‘strong castors’ specified are still in place.
Sir Lawrence Dundas, whose father was a woollen-draper in Ed

inburgh, made a fortune in the middle years of the eighteenth cen
tury as a merchant contractor, supplying goods to the army in Ger
many. By the 1760s he was eager to establish his family in both Scot
land and England, and the marriage of his son in 1764 to Lady Char
lotte Fitzwilliam spurred on his ambition. The decoration and fur
nishing of houses became an important tool in the advancement of 
the family’s status. At Moor Park in Hertfordshire and at their London 
house at 19 Arlington Street, Dundas called on Robert Adam to 
Continued on page 2.
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From the editor’s bookshelf by Lewis Zandbergen
Last Trains From Lindsay

written by Keith Hansen 
with John Cowan 
published by Sandy Flats Publica
tions
482 pages, photographs, maps, ap
pendices, bibliography

The railway was the lifeblood of 
this great nation for more than a 
century and its passing from small 
communities dealt a blow to a way 
of life and our sense of unison.
Last Trains from Lindsay is Keith 

Hansen’s tribute to but one small 
segment of the once huge network 
of rail which crisscrossed this part 
of the province. In short sensible 
prose Mr. Hansen lays the facts be
fore us. His sparse commentary fills 
in the spaces left by a multitude of 
pictures, may of them his own work. 
Hansen details the early years of 
Lindsay’s rail heritage and gradu
ally ties all the pieces together.

It is a difficult task to concentrate 
on one small portion of the once 
mighty rail system of Canada or 
even just of Ontario and Hansen has

done a remarkable job. Lindsay 
was at one time the hub of a net
work which reached into all cor
ners of the province and joined 
other major centres. Through 
these connections Hansen pays 
tribute to all those who laboured 
in stations joined by the rail lines. 
From such whistle stops as Anson 
Junction, just west of Stirling, to 
big centres like Belleville and Pe
terborough, they’re all included 
in his masterful work.

Of special significance are the 
many detailed maps. As a person 
with a fondness for maps these 
were a treat—and they’re all to
gether in one book! The photo
graphs of the stations which no 
longer survive (such as the afore
mentioned Anson as well as 
Madoc Junction and Hoards in 
our area) are fascinating as well.

I have only one serious problem 
with the book and that is the lack 
of an index. However, the book 
is so well laid out geographically

there’s little problem finding your 
favourite rail spot and Hansen does 
forewarn the reader in his introduc
tion.

One other niggling problem is 
with the layout on certain pages. 
On page 6, for example, the reader 
starts at the top left hand with the 
first column and the eye than natu
rally jumps over the photo placed 
in the centre of the page to con
tinue in that column. However, the 
continuation is not in the column 
below the photo but instead jumps 
to the top of the second column. 
Similarly on page 7 the text is bro
ken up by a diagonal map of the 
Santiago Yaid, in effect turning the 
text into two opposing triangles. 
The text at the top of the page is a 
continuation of the text on page 6 
while the logical place for continu
ation would have been the bottom 
triangle of text. Does it sound con
fusing? It was. As I read I had to 
make several attempts to jump the 
map before I found the right or

der of things. This is, however, not 
the fault of the author but more the 
layout person and unfortunately nu
merous layout faux pas pepper the 
book.

I found Mr. Hansen’s work with 
its multitude if pictures an exqui
site look into a way of life many of 
today’s generation know very lit
tle about.

However, the demise of the rail
ways was foretold in the early 
1960s when the federal Royal 
Commission on Transportation 
reported that too much emphasis 
was being placed on roads in re
solving transportation issues. To 
paraphrase Hansen, that warning 
proved prophetic since the option 
of choosing one mode of transport 
over another has since been sim
ply wiped out.

Last Trains From Lindsay is 
available at local bookstores or 
can be purchased directly from 
Sandy Flats Publications, R.R.#1, 
Roseneath, Ontario, KOK 2X0.

Horton’s Cemetery re-emerges from the past
by Lewis Zandbergen

In 1812 the settlement which 
would one day become Stirling, 
consisted of no more than a mill, 
perhaps two, several scattered 
dwellings on small farm plots and 
perhaps a dozen or so people. Just 
to the east of the present day mu
nicipal offices, a gentle slope pro
vided a view of the rolling Oak Hills 
to the south; this site was the first 
ground chosen for use as a cem
etery. Perhaps this site was picked 
to serve as a reminder to the peo
ple who settled the area, that their 
roots lay in that direction for many 
were the sons and daughters of 
United Empire Loyalists. That gen
tle rise would become the last rest
ing place of some of those earliest 
settlers— members of the Horton 
and Cummings families.
Now, almost 200 years later, the 

graves, divested of their markers, 
lie under a field which is yearly 
filled with crops, sometimes wheat, 
other times com; over the years 
(roughly since 1920) the grave 
markers have been removed in 
order for the farm to be used to op
timum capacity. Fancy carved stone 
monuments, some in pieces, now 
lie in a jumbled heap around the

base of an old pine tree. To those 
passionate about our history, it’s 
a sad sight.

On Friday, April 24, witcher or 
douser, Kryn Vandermei, general 
manager of the Little Lake Cem
etery Company, Peterborough, 
was at the site to determine just 
where the graves of about 15 
people lay. Although most are 
familiar with witching for water, 
using the witching or dousing 
method is also used to determine 
the location of human remains.
An unwavering sense of concen

tration, a steady measured pace 
and faith in the most simple of 
tools have led to Mr. Vandermei 
uncovering many “lost” grave
yards. His biggest job so far has 
been the relocation of a cemetery 
to make way for a dam; the re
sulting lake would have flooded 
the form er cemetery. Mr. 
Vandermei begins by simply 
flagging the general area thought 
to contain human remains. Then 
he weaves a criss cross pattern 
over the site beginning at the 
north end of the site and advanc
ing south a foot or two at a time. 
He’d barely made his third or 
fourth pass over the area when

the tines of his dousing implement 
reacted and crossed like magic. 
Once it had been established that 
this was a positive site, Mr. 
Vandermei went over the area 
again. Slowly a pattern appeared. 
In the space of an hour he had 
neatly marked out the locations of 
14 gravesites with little flags. He 
said, however, that there could be 
more citing the high mortality rate 
among infants and their mothers

Continued from page 1. 
undertake schemes of re-deco- 

ration and the most eminent cabi
net-makers were commissioned 
to provide for these rooms. Dif
ferent firms were engaged for dif
ferent types of work and Chip
pendale’ s pre-eminence as a sup
plier of carved mahogany carcase 
pieces and carved giltwood seat 
furniture is reflected in his com
missions. Two opulent sets of 
seat furniture were supplied for 
adjacent room s at A rlington 
Street.
By 1762, as is evident in a few 

of the engraved designs in the 
third edition of his Gentleman

who might have died during the 
birthing process. “These could have 
been buried together,” he said.

It’s believed the first burial at the 
site occurred around 1812 when 
Jonathon Horton (1741-1812) was 
interred; his wife Hannah (1746- 
1815) is also buried on the site. They 
arrived in the area some time be
tween 1803 and 1810; they and per
haps two more generations are 
thought to be buried on the site.

and Cabinet M aker’s Director, 
Chippendale was already experi
menting with Neo-Classical mo
tifs. In these chairs, with the firm 
encouragement of Adam’s strong 
championship of the new style and 
the confident design drawing 
which he supplied, Chippendale’s 
workmen carved the fashionable 
motifs boldly. Yet the chairs were 
still firmly in the Rococo tradition 
in form and scale, with broad, low 
backs and strongly curving out
lines. The armchair is currently in
cluded in the exhibition “A Grand 
Design”, touring North America 
from  O ctober 1997 until May 
1999.

The chair’s story



Too much water - Rampaging 
floods in Quebec and elsewhere 
in recent weeks remind us that 
our part o f the world has been 
affec ted  by floods at various 
tim es. P robab ly  the firs t re 
corded local flood was noted by 
surveyor Samuel S. W ilmot on 
M arch  26, 1816. The M oira 
R iver overflow ed  its eastern  
bank and forced the surveyor’s 
party to higher ground. W ilmot 
was here to survey a town plot 
(downtown B elleville) on land 
reserv ed  (during  the first 30 
years of Loyalist settlement) fir 
use by the M ississauga Indians. 
M any other B ellev ille  floods 
follow ed, until the completion 
of a series of ice control dams. 
Pictures - Photographers love 
floods and many flood photo
graphs survive. A recent dona
tion to the Society includes a 
number of photographs of floods 

iken in 1918 and 1920. Most 
o f  the p ic tu res  in the recen t 
donation were taken by mem 
bers o f the W illiam  and Arthur 
Young families, although some
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w ere taken  by pro fessional 
pho tog raphers. The p ic tu re  
below o f the 1918 flood was 
taken  from  the foo t o f  the 
Bridge Street W est hill, look
ing east. The three-storey stone 
build ing on the righ t o f the 
photo was the W indsor Hotel 
on the n o rth eas t co rn e r o f 
Coleman and Bridge Streets. 
The Ed A. Kelloway store is 
in the centre o f the shot with 
signs ad v ertis in g  C o w an ’s 
Cocoa “Perfection Brand Pur
est and Best,” tobacco (prob
ably “Everybody Smokes Old 
C hum  T obacco ), S u rp rise  
Soap, and what appears to be 
an ad v ertisem en t fo r boot 
heels. A man on a horse-drawn 
wagon appears to be moving 
bags, perhaps filled with sand 
or potatoes or other produce. 
The upper picture from the flood 
of 1920 appears to be of Front 
Street, looking south from near 
city hall, with O’Neil’s Station
ery in the distance.

Such pictures dramatically por
tray the power of nature.

Coming Events
The Third Annual Ghost Walk takes place Monday, 
May 25, as part of the Two Weeks in May activities 
sponsored by the Quinte Arts Council. The 2.1- 
kilometre walk leaves city hall at 9 p.m. and visits the 
West Hill. Dramatic and musical entertainment 
(including a special presentation at Moodie Cottage) 
highlight the event.
Habitat for Humanity’s Belleville House Tour is on
Saturday, June 6. Several important houses on the East 
Hill are included.
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Front Street Belleville looking south from near city hall. The building 
which houses O’Neil’s Stationery is at the right. The building at the 
left can also be seen in a photo on page 177 of Belleville Friendly 
City published by Nick and Helma Mika in 1973.

Bridge Street West looking east toward the lower 
bridge during the flood of 1918.
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Tourism Awareness Week
May 18 to 24 is Tourism Awareness Week and the mu
seum is recognizing this by kicking off the week on Tues
day, May 19, with International Museums Day. We will 

be hosting an open house that day from 1 to 
" p.m, with free admission. We invite all 

local residents to come and explore 
Belleville’s National Treasure in the 

| heart of Quinte. The remainder of the 
week we will be offering “two-for-one” 
admissions.
Also remember that Hastings County 

Historical Society members are entitled to 
free admission to the museum. Come and revisit us so that 
you can recommend us to the tourists coming in for the 
summer season. We are the only National Historic Site op
erating as a museum in the area so we should be proud of 
our heritage and promote it to visitors.

25th Anniversary!
Glanmore has been a museum for 25 years so 

we thought we would have a little party to 
celebrate. You are all invited to our party on 

Sunday, June 21, from 1 to 4 p.m. It is shaping 
up to be a fun day with antique fire trucks on 
view and for riding on loan from the Belleville 

Professional Firefighters Association, games for 
the children, refreshments and music. All this is 
available for our regular admission charge of $3 

for adults and $2.50 for seniors and students 
and $1.50 for children. Bring “Dad” and 

“Grandpa” out for Father’s Day. This is a “rain 
or shine” event. We will also have related 

artifacts inside the museum which will be on 
display for the whole summer.

Education Programme
Back by popular demand we are offering our 

Educational program, Garden Games and Treasure 
Trunk. If you are interested in bringing your class for 
this programme, you need to call Susan at 962-2329 as 
soon as possible as there are only five spaces remaining 

in the whole month of June.
This programme offers children the opportunity to 

play some of the games that were popular at the turn of 
the century outside in the gardens of Glanmore. Also 

available is the Treasure Trunk where children look at 
objects that would have been used by people living in 
the house or their visitors. The children must decide 
what the object is and who would have used it. This 

gets the children thinking and is an enjoyable contrast 
for this class. Children are also given lemonade to 

quench their thirst after their activities.
If it’s a rainy day, don’t worry, we have popular turn- 
of-the-century indoor games for the children to play. 
The education workshop for the Garden Games and 
Treasure Trunk program is being held on Thursday, 
May 28, at 9 a.m. for all our education volunteers. I 

hope you will be able to attend; as you can see we have 
only five spaces open and will need as much help as we

can muster.
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