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Are there speed limits on the ice?
At the Society’s general meeting on 

Monday, February 16, Dick Bird presented 
the exciting story of ice boating on the Bay 
of Quinte, a sport originating in the mid
nineteenth century and still carried on by a 
small band of Hari Kari enthusiasts. People 
have been risking life and limb sailing 
Ice Boats on the Bay of Quinte since the 
1880s, possibly much earlier.
Dick Bird or “Mr. Windchill”, as intro

duced by Doug Knutson, is a retired sci
ence teacher who grew up on the Bay, skat
ing, playing hockey, sailing, fishing, and 
ice boating. Dick is a man in love with the 
Bay. His neighbour. Dr. Bob Goodall, says 
that Dick starts to get antsy as soon as the 
Bay begins to freeze over. Dick, knowing 
there will only be ten or twelve good days 
when conditions will be right for ice boat
ing, simply can’t wait to get out there. And 
no wonder! Ice boats are capable of speeds 
well in excess of 100 kilometres an hour.
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Combine those speeds with your closeness 
to the ice, only inches, and the sensation of 
speed can be pulse racing.

There are only a few places in the world 
where conditions are suitable for Ice Boat
ing. These are the St. Lawrence River, the 
State of Wisconsin, Poland, and, when the 
winters are really cold, Hamilton and To
ronto harbours. The shallow Bay of Quinte 
is one of the best areas in Canada as it 
freezes over fairly quickly. Unfortunately, 
we get too much snow for our area to be 
the world’s best; more than two inches of

snow makes Ice Boating impractical. Still, 
the Trenton Club is one of the more ac
tive Ice Boating Clubs and has hosted the 
World Ice Boating Regatta on numerous 
occasions.

The Club formed back in December of 
1880 and remains more active than Bel
leville in terms of Ice-Boat-a-holics. Dick 
says that in the forties, fifties, and sixties, 
the Bay of Quinte was very much the cen
tre of winter recreation for area folks. As 
a boy, he remembers hundreds of people

out walking along the Bay or just standing 
over bonfires, while others were skating, 
playing hockey, ice fishing and, of course, 
Ice Boating. On one Sunday afternoon 
there were twenty-four ice boats skimming 
along the Bay. Many prominent families 
had ice boats and participated in the sport, 
including the Cornells, the Weeses, the 
Alyeas, the Reddicks, the Adams family, 
the James brothers, Senator Billy Fraser, 
the Smiths, De Rushies, Bennetts, George 
Graham, and Frank and Matt Weir. Mau
rice Callaghan not only owned an ice boat.

he was the expert on how to sharpen the 
heavy cast iron runners or blades on which 
ice boats ride over the ice. In fact, the 
blades do not run on ice at all, but on a tiny 
bead of water which forms between the ice 
and the blade. This results in an almost 
total lack of drag, the force which keeps 
ordinary boats from going very fast. The 
combination of a flat sail and the almost 
drag-free runners result in an ice boat hav
ing a multiplier affect on the apparent wind 
Please see “Only” on page 2.

Dick Bird spoke on his passion for ice boating at the Monday, February 16, Heritage 
Day, meeting of the Hastings County Historical Society.



Only one fatality a result of ice boating
Continued from page 1. 
so that the ice boat creates an apparent 
wind speed five or six times faster than the 
actual wind speed. But enough of physics. 
The fact is they go damn fast.

Unfortunately this speed sometimes re
sults in accidents. On February 17 in 1890 
a Mister Green was skimming across the 
Bay in his ice boat when he hit a pressure 
ridge sending him and his craft airborne

followed by a sickening crash. Green suf
fered numerous injuries and lingered for 
three days before expiring. A prominent 
educator at the School for the Deaf, his 
grave site in Belleville is marked with a 
blue plaque noting his contributions to 
education. Fortunately, this is the only 
known fatality resulting from the sport on 
the Bay of Quinte.

Dick concluded his presentation with a

video, some of which was taken inches 
above the ice as his craft skimmed along 
the Bay. His son is following in his 
father’s footsteps and is an enthusiastic 
participant in the sport. Dick’s talk and 
video made for an absolutely fascinating 
program.

After I have checked out my insurance 
coverage, I may even take up the sport 
myself.

Introducing our Board of Directors
As your newly elected Director of 

Publicity, I have agreed to our esteemed 
President’s request that I write an article 
for our members explaining just what it 
is I do in this position. (Actually, the Pres 
threatened to expose certain activities in 
my past if I didn’t comply and, No! I was 
never a member of the Communist Party.

As Director of Publicity my job is, in 
a word, to get the message out there. Or, 
put another way, to make sure we have 
enough people at our monthly meetings 
to justify making a pot of coffee. In or

der to drum up interest in our program, 
I have made the following suggestions: 
invite Janet Jackson to “open” our next 
monthly meeting with, “A Demonstration 
On How To Revive a Faltering Career.” 
Her “presentation” would not take long 
but members would be more likely to be 
on time for the meeting. Moreover, the 
press and television cameras would almost 
certainly cover our meeting. (Its one way 
to get them out).
(1) At our meeting in April, professional 
musician and Professor Allan Kirby will

be speaking on “ONTARIO FOLK MU
SIC,” and dramatizing elements of his 
talk with CD’s. He also illustrates aspects 
of his topic by playing the banjo and/or 
guitar. To create additional interest in the 
musical portion of our program, Janet 
Jackson could sing Ontario Folk Songs 
while Professor Kirby accompanied her 
on the banjo. This might launch Janet on 
a whole new career and would, I hope, 
persuade the um, er lady, to waive her 
minimum fee of $50,000.
Continued on page 3.
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his salary totaled $429.42 but by 1905 he were left as payment to the landlord, Mr. 
couldn’t compete with the large woollen Buller, for a $200 debt owed in back rent, 
mills in the area and went to work at the To- They remained in the Buller family until 
ronto Carpet Company. Samuel returned to 1967 when the looms and Account Books 
Peterborough in 1907 and continued weav- of Samuel were purchased at an auction sale 
ing until 1909 when he headed west to seek by Mrs. John Moes who later donated them 
a more profitable line of work. The looms to Lang Pioneer Village Museum.

Demonstrating showmanship

World Class 
Artifact to be 
Restored at 
Lang Pioneer 
Village 
Museum
There are few inventors who can claim 

that their creation changed the world, but 
in 1801, Joseph Marie Jacquard invented a 
loom that became the launching pad of the 
Industrial Revolution. Likewise, there are 
only two museums in Canada that can boast 
having a Jacquard Loom in their collection 
- the Ontario Science Centre and Lang Pio
neer Village Museum.

This restoration project, which is expected 
to be completed by the end of May, has been 
made possible by a $15,000 grant from the 
Chawkers Foundation. The foundation was 
started in 1989 by Charles Alexander as a 
family foundation. Over the years it has 
evolved into a national foundation. Their 
philosophy is to promote education and 
the arts by looking for new initiatives that 
are used to expand horizons. They believe 
in providing groups with seed money for 
new projects that meet the criteria and have 
funded a variety of projects over the years.

The restoration of the Jacquard will be 
orchestrated by Didier Schvartz who is 
himself a master weaver and has restored 
looms that date as far back as the 1700s. It’s 
believed that the loom was originally built 
in Paisley, Scotland although it’s not known 
how it arrived in Canada. What is known is 
that it was purchased by a young man named 
Samuel Lowry who was bom in Warsaw, 
Ontario in 1862. He worked as a weaver in 
Warsaw from 1884 to 1888 then moved to 
Peterborough and established a business at 
172 Hunter Street. His main products were 
carpets, flannel and horse blankets which 
were sold to clients from Lakefield to Hast
ings and Warkworth to Omemee. In 1887,

Continued from page 2.
(2) Should her April appearance fail to 
launch Ms Jackson on a new career in 
ONTARIO FOLK MUSIC, we could have 
her back for our May program featuring 
BIG BAND performer, Bruce Parsons. 
If she can’t make it in ONTARIO FOLK 
MUSIC surely she could re-launch her 
career with a return to that golden age of 
music, the fifties. The morality and styles 
of that period could use a little showman
ship. Which she has, if you’ll pardon the 
expression already demonstrated.
(3) As for Lewis Zandbergen’s talk on 
MOVING THE STIRLING TRAIN STA

TION, I suggest we have Ms Jackson ap
pear dressed in a railroad worker’s outfit 
- Piston Steamwistle has agreed to provide 
his uniform and show Ms. Jackson how 
to put on and remove the outfit - without 
tearing the fabric.

I must admit my suggestions have not 
met with uniform enthusiasm from ALL 
executive members but, one way or an
other, I will get the word out there.

Plan on coming out for our next meet
ing. You never know what will come up or 
come off to jazz up the program.

C.W. Hunonymous (aka Bill Hunt)

Reserve your space on the next 
Hastings County Historical Society 
bus trip—Historic Sights of Prince 

Edward County on Saturday, May 29 . 
Our tour guide will be historian and 
writer C.W. Hill Hunt. For tickets and 
more information call Vera Morton at 

966 - 4859 .



LANMORE
National Historic Site

257 Bridge Street East, 
Belleville, Ontario K8N1P4 

(613) 962-2329

Victorian Gardening Workshop
The Ontario Historical Society and the Friends of Glamor 

National Historic Site of Canada will be sponsoring a Vic
torian Gardening Workshop on Saturday, April 17, 2004, 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Belleville Recreation Centre,

Head Gardener, Black Creek Pioneer Village.
Registration fee is $30 and includes a kit of resource 

materials, coffee breaks and lunch. Space is limited.
You must pre-register by Tuesday, April 14.
For more information please call June (613) 962-1777 or 

Glamor National Historic Site at (613) 962-2329.

116 Pinnacle Street, Belleville. Workshop topics include:
An Exploration of Ontario Gardening;
Seeds men, Nurserymen and Nurseries in southern 

Ontario in the Victorian Era;
Herbal Show and Smell;
Go Forth and Garden! You too can have unity, harmony 

and variety in your garden
Speakers include: Wendy Woolworth, Heritage Horti

culturist, City of Toronto Museums; Michael Rut land, 
Reviled Herb Farm and County Cuisine; Dennis Police,

March Break at the Museum
Explore Glanmore with the entire family! Be one of 
the first to see the visiting exhibit Count Your Pennies! 
Try the artifact hunt challenge and scour the museum 
exhibits for interesting and unusual objects. Plus, make 
a Victorian Thaumatrope (an optical illusion toy) and 
try other popular toys and games from the Victorian era. 
Children must be accompanied by an adult.
Glanmore is open Tuesday to Sunday from 1 p.m. to 4: 
30 p.m., at 257 Bridge Street East, Belleville.
Regular museum admission applies. Call (613) 967-2329 
for more information.

Special Travelling Exhibit
Count Your Pennies: Shopping in Canada in the 

First H alf of the 20th Century On Display at Glamor 
National Historic Site 

from March 13 to April 30 2004.
Take a trip to the store in the early 20th century in 

this special traveling exhibit visiting from the Cur
rency Museum of the Bank of Canada. 

Explore three different store displays represent
ing the evolution from the general store of the early 

1900s to the grocery store of the 1930s and the 
supermarket of the 1950s. W hat would your money 

have looked like? W hat might you have bought? 
Visit Glanmore National Historic Site (257 Bridge 
Street East, Belleville) to find out this and more! 

Call (613) 962-2329 for more information.

Hastings County Historical Society is based at tbe old township office in Cannifton. 
Please address mail to General Delivery, Cannifton, Ontario K 0K 1K0 

Outlook is published in January, February, March, April, May, September, 
October and November for the friends and members of 

the Hastings County Historical Society.
It is edited and produced by Lewis Zandbengen.

Anyone wishing to submit articles or information may contact the editor at 
613-395-3022, or E-mail lewzan@ reach.net 

Thank you to The Com m unity Press for its assistance.
PLEASE NOTE!

The Deadline for the April 2004 issue is March 20,2004
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