
Next
Meeting

Tuesday, 
O c t 18, 

1994Auditorium  o f the Q uinte Living Centre
7:30 C offee  

8:00 Meeting

G U EST  SPEAK ERJam es H . Love U .E ., Ph.D. associate Professor, Faculty o f  Education Brock Univer­sity at St. Catharines, Author and World Traveller.
TOPIC:

“Rebels and School­
books: Textbook Policy 

in Upper Canada 
after 1837”This will be an entertaining, enlightening, w ell-paced, succinct and dearly audible talk. H .C .H .S  m em bers, historians, teachers and public are cordially invited.

M em bers and all those 
interested in this fascinat­

ing aspect ofCanadiana are 
cordially invited.

Mr. Brian TackaberryA lm on te, Ontario 
Mr. William). AllenN . Tonawanda, N e w  York

W e Gratefully Acknowledge 
The Support O f Our Corporate 

Members A s Follows:Cam pbell M on um ents Ltd. G e e n ’s Prescription Pharm acy W. R. G reenley Booksellers H eritage Belleville Hastings County Board o f Education.

September Meeting

Tweed Steel:
A Surprising Discovery

Me m b e rs  o f  th e  H astings Co u n ty  Historical Society m e t  at th e  Q u in te  L iv in g  C e n tr e  o n  S e p te m b e r  2 0 , 1994 for the first m eeting o f the n ew  season. President L e o n a  H e n d ry  re m in d e d  m e m b e rs  th a t th e  annual m e e tin g  (a d e sse rt social) w ould take place in N ovem ­ber.Featured speaker was Evan M orton, curator o f tire Tweed an d  A re a  H eritage Cen tre, w h ich  h e  fo u n d ed  5 years a g o . U s in g  a m a g n ifice n t collection o f  docum ents and photographs concerning the Tw eed Steel Works, he relat­e d  the surprising story o f the steel com p any.In 1889 the Tweed Machine S h o p  w a s fo u n d e d  by the Leal Brothers. In the begin­ning they m ade steel troughs for w ater or h o g s , “s o m e ­thin g new , som eth ing long wanted” to quote their adver­tisem ent. In 1904, W. Gor­d on , ow ner o f the hardware sto re , to o k  over. By 1911 h e  had 12 em p loy ees w ho w o rk e d  6 0  to  75 h o u rs a w e e k  at 15 ce n ts  an hour. By this tim e they w ere m ak­

ing w ater closets.In 1912 they expanded for g a s o lin e  tank p ro d u ctio n , s in ce  th e  a u to m o b ile  w a s g a in in g  in im portance. By the 19 30 s these tanks w ere m ade with glass cylinders so the customers could see what they w ere g ettin g .The c o m p a n y  co n tin u ed  to  g r o w , h a v in g  branched into steel and enam el bath­tubs, until in 1920 their sales amounted to $125,000 annu­ally and  th ey  w e re  p a y in g  their e m p lo y e e s  2 5  to  5 0  cen ts an hour. Three years la ter th e ir  a s s e ts  w e r e  $ 3 2 5 ,0 0 0  a n d  th e y  h ad  b e g u n  to  ta k e  o v e r  o th e r  companies. By this time they had built the T w eed  w ater tank.In 1 9 3 0  th e  c o m p a n y  becam e the W. Gordon Steel W orks and they w ere m ak­ing steel fireplaces and snow­p lo w s. In 1932 the w orks was gutted by fire and rebuilt. In 1939 the nam e ch an ged  o n ce  m o re  to  b e c o m e  th e  Tweed Steel Works, in 1961 fire struck again and in 1964 w e  s e e  th e  T w e e d  S te e l Works (Eastern) Ltd. with the focus on steel fireplace forms.

By 1979 the peak had passed and, sadly, by 1994 the plant relocated to London Ontario.Following his presentation Evan sp o k e  w ith m em b ers as th e y  to u re d  th e  T w eed  Steel W orks exhibit, 
jean Williams

CANADA
REMEMBERS

Tulip
Tribute
ProjectIt w as announced at the S e p t e m b e r  m e e t in g  by Presid en t L e o n a  H en d ry  that th e  H astin gs Coun ty H istorical S o c ie ty  Board has d e cid e  to  participate in th is  p r o je c t  w ith  th e  Belleville Parks Board. The tulips will b loom  in Lions Park n e x t sp rin g  in co m ­m em o ratio n  o f  C a n a d a ’s part in the liberation o f Hol­lan d . Local p lan tin g  will be m atched  bulb for bulb in O ttaw a.
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Some Gleanings 
From Minus 100
A Regular Feature Of Our Monthly Meetings

If y o u  th in k  y e s te r d a y ’s new spaper is only for recy­clin g  or w ra p p in g  fish and chips, think again. Try read­in g 100 year old  papers on microfilm at the library to pre­se n t a  v in ta g e  v ie w  o f  the new s. It m akes an afternoon o f  interesting reading. H ere are several item s from  the - 100 presentations o f  a  few  recent years.
FEBRUARY 13,1893 A  let­ter to  the Editor o f  the Intel­ligencer extolled the forests o f  O n ta rio  as “a  d re a m  o f beauty and a source o f invalu­able wealth” and pointed out that “the trees w hich g re w  by the force o f nature w ere a  heritage o f  th e  race w h o  inhabited th e  land an d  not the sole property o f  any one generation.”1891 This w a s a  c e n su s  year; B elleville  p o p u latio n  w as 9 ,91 6

THE LOCAL 
SCENEHenry Corby Jr. w as cam ­p a ig n in g  for re-e lection  to  the Dom inion govern m en t. T he last p ie ce  o f  steel had b een  erected  th e  p revious d a y  to  c o m p le t e  th e  B ay B rid ge. It w a s b elie v e d  to be the longest bridge in Cana­d a . It co st ab o u t $ 9 5 ,0 0 0 . The current Norris W hitney Bridge took about the sam e a m o u n t o f  tim e  from  co n ­cep tio n  to  co m p letio n  and cost over 13 million dollars.

OCTOBER 19, 1892 The W om en’s Christian A ssocia­tion, w h o founded and also operated the hospital for many years, reported at their Annu­al M e e tin g  that in th e  past year 192 patients had been

ad m itted . There had been 12 deaths and eleven cases o f  typhoid treated.
SEPTEMBER 19, 1889 The telephone w as a status sym ­bol —  th ree  citizen s w e re  listed as having acquired one.
NOVEMBER 18,1891 There w ere 26 ladies in attendance at the Belleville Business Col­le g e . This w as th e  largest nu m b er o f  lad ies in a tte n ­d a n ce  at any business co l­lege in C an ad a Belleville had a ward system . Eleven can­didates were running in Mur- ney W ard, 8  in Colem an, 14 in Ketcheson, 9 in Bleecker, 6  in Sam son, 6 in Foster and 10 in Baldwin.

THE LAW, 
CRIME AND 
PUNISHMENT

APRIL 19,1894 Nathaniel Easton —  for non-support o f his w ife w as ordered to  pay her $ 1 .5 0  per w eek.
DID YOU 
KNOW ???M A R C H  1891 T h at th e  famous Beatrice Lillie attend­ed  St. A g n e s  School for girls in Belleville. It was at the cor­ner o f Bridge and Ann Streets. Charlotte Kuntze shared the reminiscences o f her late lather, W illiam Finkle, on Belleville w hen he w as a  boy. Mr. Fin­kle said that Bea Lillie used to sing a so n g called “Splash m e, Splash m e” at a  five cent show  on Front Street. Beat­rice Lillie becam e a  fam ous English Com edienne. W hen M r. Finkle w as a  y o u n g  lad there were 7 mills at the mouth o f the river. A lso in Belleville there were 16 hotels, 1 brew­ery and the ruins o f  3 m ore.

Photographs Courtesy of The Picton Gazette

MAY 1891 Dr. O ronhyatekha, his w ife and d aughter w ere departing for Edinburgh w h ere the g o o d  doctor w as to  be honoured for his work with the Forrester’s L o d g e .
Mary McConnell

New members for the Hastings County 
Historical Society Board are urgently needed. 

If you can assist in any way please contact our 
President, Leona Hendry at 968-6731.

DON'T FORGET!!!O u r annual m eetin g  is no  lon ger in January. The annual m e etin g  will take place on T uesd ay, N o v e m b e r 15, 1994. A d d e d  attractions will be M aurice M c L e o d , to appraise and discuss all the antiques, collectibles and treasures w e  are con­fident you  will bring. Desserts o f  various kinds, tea and cof­fee , will be served after.
ARCHITECTURAL CONSERVANCY OF ONTARIO (A.C.O.) 

QUINTE REGION BRANCHThe Q u in te  branch o f  th e  A .C .O . will be co n d u ctin g  their m on th ly  w alking tour in
H a s tin g s  v illa g e

on Sun day O cto b e r 16.H astings is on the Trent River, north o f  W arkworth, east o f  Cam pbellford and  is on  th e  Trent Severn W aterw ay. Both the canal and  lum ber industry pre­cipitated a  b oo m  in this se ttle m e n t b etw een  the early 1850s and  th e  late 1880s.M a n y  m ills and related industries, ch urches, and fine h o m e s w e re  built.
M eet at 2 pm at the Town Hall parking lot, at the top o f the hill, 

comer of Bridge and Albert Streets (over the bridge).



G O IN G , G O IN G , GONE ...The historic document described in last m onth’s Outlook  has been sold. Titles Book Store in Belleville sold the typed, annotated report prepared for the CPR and CNR by Walter J. Francis in April, 1920, relating to that year’s Belleville flood. A  generous m em ber o f our So cie ty  had offered to pur­chase and donate the 54-page report (with 25 identified and dated photos of flood scenes) but it had already gone. Hope­fully, the new owner will allow interested researchers access to it.
W O W  . . .  Bev, our son Eg and I recen tly  v isited  the enlarged RCAF Memorial Muse­um at CFB Trenton. It’s impres­sive. W e were pleased that museum curator Earl Hewison and active supporter Bob Nor­ris were on hand to offer com­ments. Members will remem­ber Bob as the teacher of Local Studies at BCIVS circa 1980. S o m e  12,000 visitors have passed through the museum doors in its first 10 weeks.
M ARM ORA VILLAGE AND  

TOW NSHIP CO U N CILS con­tinue to  d ebate  w hether to proceed with building a cen­tre that would include a library and space for other activities (including heritage displays). 
The M arm ora Herald  (Sept. 20) included lengthy letters offering opposing viewpoints. Three former Marmora Public Library librarians supported the plan while “A  concerned citizen” anonymously opposed it, suggesting that the heritage train station might be a more

appropriate museum. It could be an election issue on Novem­ber 14.
TWEED CO UNCIL has writ­ten a letter to the Tweed &, Area Historical Society giving support in principle to the Her­itage Centre. Council is exam­ining the society’s proposals for the centre’s funding and ownership.
ROB W ALKER’S “Museum Com er” in The Bancroft Times (Sept. 13) featured a dentist chair and equipment from the m id -1 9 2 0 s. The artifacts belonged to Dr. Irwin E. Fonger, who began practising dentistry in 1923 in Hamilton, Ontario, and moved to Bancroft in 1949. Also in the m useum ’s dental collection is a foot pedal den­tist’s drill belonging to Dr. Har- ryett. The drill operated on the same principle as a foot pedal sewing machine, and was used in areas where there was no electricity . These pieces of equipment may not have been part of “Painless Dentistry” , but they were improvements over earlier days.
PROF. MICHAEL PETERMANo f Trent University has been a popular speaker at our meet­ings on the Moodies: Dunbar and Susanna. His present focus is on Susanna’s sister, Catharine Parr Traill. A  book, Selected  

Letters o f Catharine Parr Traill (U. o f T. Press), is expected in 1995 and this fall the Univer­sity of Ottawa Press brings out 
Forest and Other Cleanings - 
the fugitive prose of Catharine 
Parr Traill. The latter includes sketches, articles and short sto­ries. M ike is also preparing a

SINCERE SYMPATHY to the family of the late 
EDNA (KETCHESON) W ELSH, 

formerly of the Corbyville area, a strong 
supporter of our Society for many years.

Scholarly Edition of Catharine’s The Backwoods o f Canada for Carleton University Press. It’s “an extraordinaiy record of pio­neer life by one o f Canada’s most remarkable women.” We look forward to a  return visit by Mike. Incidentally, he’s an avid sports fan and w as impressed with the energetic play of the Belleville Bulls (espe­cially the Secord- Cleaiy-Tracze line) when they recently defeat­ed the Peterlxirough Petes.
HEAVENS ON FIRE - ORON- 

HYATEKHA is the title of a  book being prepared on the life of Dr. O ronhyatekha, the o u t­standing M ohawk leader with close ties with the Tyendina- ga Territory, Foresters Island in the Bay o f Quinte, and Frank- ford. The well-illustrated first chapter of the book-in-progress ap p eared  in The N apanee 
Beaver on August 31. Authors are James B. Marade of Church Lane, R R 1, Deseronto K0K 1X0 and Allan H . G ale , Box 115, Newburgh K0K 2S0. They are seeking vignettes from local people recalling Oronhyatekha and his legacy. Publication is at least a year aw ay and the authors are seeking a  publish­er.

STEVE GENEJA is the author of The Cruiser Uganda, the story of Canada’s only World War II cruiser. The book includes his personal reco llectio n s as a member of Uganda’s crew and follow s the ship through its ca m p a ig n s in th e  M e d ite r­ranean, Atlantic and Pacific. A  Belleville native and Corbyville resident, Steve was in charge of the Hastings County Land Registry Office for many years. Congratulations, Steve.
SIDNEY BAPTIST CHURCHrecently celebrated its 165th anniversary. To help mark the occasion, Lewis Zandbergen wrote a column for The Com­

munity Press (Sept. 20), describ­ing the ch u rch ’s “ lo n g  and colourful histoiy.” Built in 1878, the present building was lit by coal-oil lamps until 1941. Plans call for restoration of the bell tower.

DEPRESSION SCRIP * ,, TheTrent Port Historical Society’s newsletter contained copies of a set of “relief certif issued by the Corporation of the Tow n o f  T rentorT lW he 1930s. Resembling banknotes, they were issued at five denom­inations, from five cents to one dollar. A  merchant conduct­ing business in tow n co uld  redeem the cefflffi®® charge at the local f treal. W hat a .d iffe r e n c e  between the w elfare: then and now!IS VIOLENCE TO D A Y 'than in past years? Consider this note from The Bancroft 
Times of 1902, reprinted in Barney Moorhouse’s  column: “Eric Sharp, the fifteen year old son of a Kingston grocer, delib­erately shot and killed Beatrice Holland, fourteen years of age, because she snatched his hat off at school.”

THE M ARM ORA HISTORI­
CA L FOUNDATION has pro­duced a series o f four historical p ostcard?^  ing M arble Clift Inn alto :ff  Royal H otel. Contact A n ne Philpot at 472r,2245 for infor­mation. ......................

JENNIFER-ANNE G1LLMORformer curator/manager of the Hastings County Museum, has graduated with honours from the U of T s  Bachelor of Edu­cation Program. Congratula­tions.
SEVERAL MEMBERS attend­ed the service in Bridge Street United Church to celebrate the life of Leona Riggs, longtime Society member, gave a I life and contributions, Dr, Greg Butler played “LuBaiy", a recent­ly discovered song composed by Leona with words t y  Griegs grandmother. Dr. Hal Wilson expressed thanks to Jack arid Charlotte Kuntze for their friend­ship to Leona. The K u n fies frequently brought her to our m eetings.



—  Y our C ounty  - -  —  "MuseuM
257 Bridge St. East, Belleville, Ont. K8N 1P4 (613)962-2329

HASTINGS
COUNTY

OUTREACHG la n m o r e , H a s tin g s  County M useum  is pleased to  d o n a te  15 black barri- er/stan d s to  th e  Stirling H istorical S o cie ty . G la n ­m o r e , H a s tin g s  C o u n ty  M u s e u m  w o u ld  lik e  to  exten d  congratulations to th e  B elleville  Sports Hall o f Fame on the acquisition o f  a  beautiful new  exhib­it c a s e  a n d  th e  im p le ­m en tation  o f  its first dis­play. The display focuss­e s  on  th e  Belleville M a c- Farianes and  their nation­al su ccess.
WELCOME TO 
RETURNING 
AND NEW 
VOLUNTEERSGlanmore, Hastings Coun­ty M u se u m  w ould like to w e lco m e  all those volun­teers, both returning and new , w ho are joining us for our 1994 -  1995 season. A s  always w e  look forward to  a  d ynam ic and exciting year.

The staff o f  G lan m o re , the H astings County M u seu m  bid farewell to Christine Zaporzan a  form er education coordina­tor. Best w ishes Christine!!!!!!! The m useum  staff w elco m e Debbie M acFarland our new est education coordinator. The M u seu m  is also  fortunate to  have six students w orking on various projects through the fall and winter. Terry H aw ley and Thor Jesperson are with us on placem ent one day a  w eek from Loyalist C o lle g e  General Arts and Science Program m e. Paul Hollingsworth and Derek Pattimore o f Bayside Secondary and Trisha Colburn from Centennial are on C o -op  placem ents at the m useu m . Finally, A le x  Nicholson is with us on a  stu­dent grant program m e.

Dr. B arn ard o ’s e m ig ra te d  so m e  3 0 ,0 0 0  boys and  girls to  C a n ad a  b etw ee n  1882 and 1939. M a n y  m ore arrived by w ay o f  other a gen cies . M arch m on t H o m e , in Belleville, w as o n e o f  the “w a y  stations” for these “ little im m igrants.” The 14th annual h o m e  children reunion w as hosted by the H a stin g s  C o u n ty  M u s e u m  on S e p te m b e r  18, 1994 an d  w as attend ed  by approxim ately 6 0  g u e sts . Special g u e sts  included Padre H orne, Rev. U tley, M r. fk M rs. Lorente from H eritage  Renfrew  H o m e  Children C o m m itte e , M rs. Brad­ford head  o f  Barnardos A fter Care in England and her hus­band S te v e . The m u seu m  w o u ld  like to  ex te n d  a  special thanks to  ail th o se w h o  m ad e the d ay  a  success. The H ast­ings C o u n ty  M u s e u m  A uxiliary w orked very  hard to  p ro­v id e  e x c e lle n t fo o d , refreshm ents and  presentation .
Thank you for your efforts.

HONOURABLE 
MENTION 
RECEIVED 
FROM THE 
BELLEVILLE 

GARDEN CLUBTrillium Awards and Hon­ourable Mentions are given by th e  B ellev ille  G a rd e n  Club in recognition o f res­ident’s efforts to make their p ro p e rty  e x c e p tio n a l as viewed from the street. The M u seu m  has received an H o n o u rab le  M e n tio n  for th e  p r e s e n ta tio n  o f  its g r o u n d s  th is su m m e r. Thanks g o  to the our sum ­m er s tu d e n ts , A le x  an d  M ichelle, and our custodi­an M ac, for their hard work.


