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He Couldn’t Leave His Men 
 

By Orland French 
 
You’ll not often hear of a chaplain being awarded the 
Victoria Cross for bravery, but here’s the story of one 
who was. Captain John Weir Foote was the only Ca-
nadian chaplain to receive the VC in the Second 
World War. And he did so by showing remarkable 
bravery at that killing field we know as Dieppe. 

What we know about Dieppe is that it was either a 
brave attack on the German-held French port to test 
the enemy’s defences, or it was a politically inspired 
foolish raid to show that the Allied forces were still 
in the war. Either way, Canadians were chosen to 
lead the way, and it was known from the get-go that 
it would likely be a blood bath. 

And it was. Of the 5,000 Canadians who took part in 
the raid in August, 1942, 900 were killed on the 
beach. Another 2,460 were wounded. Almost 2,000 
were taken prisoner, including Capt. John Weir 
Foote. 

Foote was born in Madoc 
on May 5, 1904. He was 
educated at a number of 
Canadian universities, in-
cluding Queen’s, McGill 
and Presbyterian College in 
Montreal. At the age of 30 
he entered the Presbyterian 
ministry. 

In December, 1939, he en-
listed in the Canadian army 

and was posted to the Royal Hamilton Light Infantry. 
Three years later, he found himself aboard a landing 
craft heading for the German machine guns protect-
ing the beach at Dieppe. For eight hours, as German 
bullets strafed the beach, he walked around collect-
ing the wounded and carrying them to safety. He 
saved many lives and inspired others to help. 

And then, just as he was about to climb into a land-
ing craft to be taken to safety, he did a most extraor-
dinary thing. He deliberately walked into the German 
position and surrendered. He wanted to continue to 
serve the men who had been captured. He remained a 
prisoner until May 5, 1945. 

Here’s how the VC citation from the Department of 
National Defence described his actions: 

“At Dieppe, on 19th August, 1942, Honorary Captain 
Foote, Canadian Chaplain Services, was Regimental 
Chaplain with the Royal Hamilton Light Infantry. 

“Upon landing on the beach under heavy fire he at-
tached himself to the Regimental Aid Post which had 
been set up in a slight depression on the beach, but 
which was only sufficient to give cover to men lying 
down.” 

(Personal note: I’ve been to Dieppe beach. The only 
cover on the flat, open expanse of sand was a ridge 
of gravel washed up by the waves, very much like 
the one described above. I lay down behind it to test 
it, and figured I might be safe from enemy fire as 
long as I could keep my bum flattened.) 

But Foote did not stay in the aid post. “During the 
subsequent period of approximately eight hours, 
while the action continued, this officer not only as-
sisted the Regimental Medical Officer in ministering 
to the wounded in the Regimental Aid Post, but time 
and again left this shelter to inject morphine, give 
first-aid and carry wounded personnel from the open 

Capt. John Weir Foote 
Department of National  
Defence 



 

 
Belleville’s Hasty P’s  

Military Museum 
 

By Neil Burrell 
 
The Hastings & Prince Edward Regiment Military 
Museum is a modest volunteer-driven entity tucked 
away in the Belleville Armouries. Our museum is 
accredited by the Department of National Defence 
and gratefully accepts memorabilia dealing with the 
Regiment and its predecessors. Donations of memo-
rabilia or cash are truly appreciated, and as an accred-
ited charitable organization, we are able to offer in-
come tax receipts.  
 
Our volunteers maintain our library, archives and da-
tabase as well as maintaining our vehicles in opera-
tional condition. Currently the museum has a Bren 
Gun carrier, affectionately known as “Katie,” in hom-
age to one of the Italian Campaign carriers, a 1944 
Ford 60 cwt. (3 ton) truck and a 1972 M38A1 Jeep 
mounting a 106 mm Recoilless Rifle. Our volunteers 
can tour individuals, or small groups, through local 
military history from the early days of Hastings, 
Prince Edward, Northumberland and Durham Coun-
ties up to today. Our researchers respond to requests 
from individuals and groups across the globe, ranging 
from War Diary specifics by families doing genea-

beach to the Regimental Aid Post. On these occa-
sions, with utter disregard for his personal safety, 
Honorary Captain Foote exposed himself to an infer-
no of fire and saved many lives by his gallant efforts. 
During the action, as the tide went out, the Regimen-
tal Aid Post was moved to the shelter of a stranded 
landing craft. Honorary Captain Foote continued tire-
lessly and courageously to carry wounded men from 
the exposed beach to the cover of the landing craft. 
He also removed wounded from inside the landing 
craft when ammunition had been set on fire by ene-
my shells. When landing craft appeared he carried 
wounded from the Regimental Aid Post to the land-
ing craft through very heavy fire. 

“On several occasions this officer had the opportuni-
ty to embark but returned to the beach as his chief 
concern was the care and evacuation of the wounded. 
He refused a final opportunity to leave the shore, 
choosing to suffer the fate of the men he had minis-
tered to for over three years. 

“Honorary Captain Foote personally saved many 
lives by his efforts and his example inspired all 
around him. Those who observed him state that the 
calmness of this heroic officer, as he walked about, 
collecting the wounded on the fire-swept beach will 
never be forgotten.” 

After the war he was promoted to the rank of major 
and remained with the Canadian Corps of Chaplains 
at Camp Borden until being demobilized in 1948. 

That display of extraordinary bravery might seem to 
have been enough public service for one life, but Ma-
jor Foote was not finished. He entered politics and 
won the riding of Durham for the Progressive Con-
servatives in 1948. He was appointed to the cabinet 
after the 1951 election as the Minister of Reform In-
stitutions by Premier Leslie Frost. After a series of 
heart attacks, he resigned from cabinet in 1957. 

Still, he served on as Honorary Lieutenant-Colonel 
of the Royal Hamilton Light Infantry until 1973. He 
died in 1988 and is buried in Union Cemetery, 
Cobourg. The James Street Armoury in Hamilton 
was renamed the John W. Foote VC Armoury. 

There is a plaque honouring his bravery in a park on 
St. Lawrence Street in Madoc, two blocks east of 
Highway 62. 

This story is excerpted from a Cogeco video series 
Road Trips in Hastings County, featuring writer and 
historian Orland French. 
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Remembrance Day 2020 will be like no other. 
The traditional commemoration at the Cenotaph 
will be substantially reduced. But there is a very 
special way to mark Remembrance Day.  
 
We would recommend to you the book Belle-
ville in the First World War: Reports from The 
Intelligencer. You can follow the life and times 
in Belleville and Quinte from the boisterous be-
ginnings in 1914 through the years of sacrifice 
and pain to the ultimate victory and the joyous 
return of our soldiers in vivid reports and sto-
ries.  
 
Pick up your copy and in this COVID-19 year 
of isolation and staying home, have your own 
special remembrance.  
 
Available at the Community Archives, 2nd 
Floor, Library Building. 262 pages $30 
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logical research to Supreme Headquarter Allied Pact 
Europe (SHAPE) requesting photos of the Regiment 
depicting the liberation of the Netherlands in cele-
bration of its 75th Anniversary.  

Local enthusiasts are pleased and surprised to see 
that our fifth prime minister, Sir Mackenzie Bowell, 
was a Major in the local Militia and can view his 
sword. A high school report card (from Danforth 
Technical School, Toronto, circa 1943) shows one of 
our local heroes doing well in her welding course 
during the Second World War and then moving on to 
the manufacture of Bren Guns for the war effort, as a 
front-page feature in a local paper! There is plenty of 
local content that we are able to display that clearly 
demonstrates the interconnectivity of the civilian and 
military worlds and how they are inextricably linked 
throughout our history.  

The museum grew from a collaboration of donated 
artefacts and memorabilia that was periodically rotat-
ed to various cabinets and display cases in the Ar-

mouries. The collection continued to grow to the 
point that it was stored in the former caretaker’s 
apartment on the third floor.  

Eventually a group of serving and retired Hasty P’s 
suggested it was time to bring order to this ever-
expanding collection, and slowly but surely the col-
lection was inventoried, tagged, organized and clearly 
ready to be viewed by the public.  

Due to COVID-19 limitations, the museum is tempo-
rarily closed. Post-limitations, the museum summer 
hours are Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 1:00 pm 
to 4:00 pm  (May 24 to September 1), and our winter 
hours are Tuesday from 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm. We are 
available at:  

HastingsPrinceEdwardRegtMuseum@gmail.com   

for inquiries or to book a tour. If you are interested in 
checking out our incredible local military history, our 
volunteers are ready and waiting to meet you! 

Sign for the Military Museum is located at the west side of the Belleville Armouries                                    Photo by Donna Fano 

mailto:HastingsPrinceEdwardRegtMuseum@gmail.com
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Vignettes from the  
Belleville Police Service 

(Part 1) 
 

By John Lowry 
 

During its 184 years of serving and protecting the 
good citizens of the community, the Belleville Police 
Service has amassed a colourful history. As the Po-
lice Service moves to a new, super-modern facility, it 
is an appropriate time to recall a few vignettes which 
illustrate the long road from the horse-and-buggy 
days to our electronic and fast-paced world.  

In April 1832, the Belleville Intelligencer advocated 
that “we want police regulations, men who will have 
their eyes upon all vagabonds, and who would know 
when to cast suspicion, with some probability of de-
tecting the thief to counter issues with lawlessness in 
the community.” Despite pleas to the colonial gov-
ernment for the creation of a police department, it 
would be four more years before the Belleville Police 
Service was established. 

The Belleville Police Service is one of the oldest po-
lice services in Canada. Founded in 1836, the Belle-
ville Police Service predates the Ontario Provincial 
Police which was established in 1909 and the Royal 
Canadian Mounted Police which was founded in 
1920. 

In 1836, the pay of the high constable (aka chief of 
police) was based on receiving one-third of all fines 
levied (and then only upon conviction). This percent-

age was raised to 
one-half in 1837. 
Henry Avrill 
was Belleville’s 
first high consta-
ble and would 
serve in that po-
sition for two 
years. 

In 1837, High 
Constable Henry 
Avrill received 
an annual salary 
of 20 pounds. 
He was assisted 
in the perfor-
mance of his du-
ties by a bailiff, 
Hiram Fulford. 

In 1840, town 

regulations allowed constables to levy fines of 5 to 
30 shillings for the offence of    riding or driving a 
horse or horse-and-buggy wagon “faster than a walk” 
upon any bridge over the Moira River. 

In 1851, when the new town hall was built, the town 
council was deluged with requests to use the second-
floor meeting room. In response, council determined 
that “the police constable would hold the town hall 
keys and would be required to attend all meetings 
and functions for which he would be paid by the 
groups using the facility.” This turned out to include 
a lottery, Chinese jugglers, a ventriloquist as well as 
concerts and plays.  

In 1860, the Belleville Police Department consisted 
of two constables: John Roach and James Wilson. 
Amongst the duties they were charged with was ar-
resting individuals who were caught swimming in the 
Moira River during the summer between the hours of 
8:00 a.m. and 9:00 p.m. Such a flagrant display of 
flesh was considered offensive to the sensibilities of 
our finer citizens. 

In the 1870s, Belleville was having issues with pros-
titution. In April, 1874, two houses of ill fame were 
raided and resulted in 67 persons being charged with 
sex-related crimes. 

According to a set of police rules drawn up by Chief 
McKinnon (1877–1886), it was stated that a consta-
ble “must be quiet, civil and orderly in his conduct 
and deportment, must act with coolness and firmness 
in all cases, even in times of extreme peril.” 

In the late 1800s, the city clerk informed Council that 
it was impossible for him to work in his office on 
City Hall’s second floor because of the stench arising 
from the police cells on the first floor. The problem 
was partly overcome by replacing the wooden cell 
door with one of iron bars, allowing the city clerk 
and the jail inmates to breathe “a purer atmosphere.” 

In the early 1900s, the police were required to ensure 
that all loaves of bread sold in the municipality of 
Belleville were of the required weight; loaves could 
be confiscated for being even a few ounces under-
weight. 

In early 1900, the bell in the City Hall tower was 
used to summon a policeman from the Front Street 
beat; the duty sergeant at the market square police 
station could ring the bell by means of wires linking 
his office to the tower. The beat officer would either 
phone the station from a call box or arrive back on 
foot or bicycle.  

In 1909, when the Belleville Police Department con-
sisted of a chief, a sergeant and five constables, the 
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department was subject to a rash of resignations; two 
constables resigned and the other three said they were 
considering resigning. The stated reason was that the 
salary, at $450 per year for their first year, was just 
not sufficient. The newspaper ran an editorial at the 
time explaining that the officers, essentially being on 
call 365 days a year, were earning less than a com-
mon labourer and suggesting a pay increase was in 
order. 

In 1910, in order to address a recent spate of resigna-
tions, the Police Commission hired “J. Harvey, a 
sturdy Englishman who has been acquainted with Ca-
nadian ways for about two years.” Mr. Harvey was 
described as five foot, eleven inches and 175 pounds. 
The newspaper stated that “he looks as though he 
would stand a hard tussle, if it became necessary.” 

Further vignettes of the Belleville Police Service will 
follow in the January issue of Outlook, bringing the 

story of this municipal force into the modern age. 

 

 

The Bicycle Courier of 
Belleville 

By Richard Herrington 
 

Recently I was viewing a post by Orland French 
showing sides of beef hanging in a meat shop located 
in Belleville around 1910. Although I don’t remem-
ber that particular meat store, it brought back a few 
memories growing up in Belleville in the late 1950s. 

I was a bicycle butcher courier. Later on, I turned to 
delivering drugs—from a drug store. 

I grew up on Sawdust Flats, a name you don’t hear 
any more, which was a legacy of the sawmill indus-
tries located behind Corbin Lock. As a teenager I 
worked for Liversey’s Meat Market, on Bridge Street 
West. 

Going west on Bridge Street, on the north side, there 
was the Bell Shirt Building, Coleman Street, General 
Tire, a Chinese restaurant, Liversey’s Meat Market, 
Kelloway’s Fruit and Vegetable, Everett Street and a 
Texaco gas station. On the south side there was 
Marsh Insurance, Coleman Street, a Shell gas station, 
an apartment house, Campbell Monument, Skinner’s 
barber shop, M&M restaurant, a shoe repair shop, 
James Street. 

Corbin Lock stood south of the site of the current 
court house. There was a Shell station on the south-

west corner of Coleman and Bridge, then Roblin 
Dairy to the south and next Corbin Lock. The Billa 
Flint House, still standing as a designated heritage 
building, served as offices for the Corbin property. 

I don’t recall what I was paid by Liversey’s, but I 
was supplied with a single-gear CCM bicycle, with 
red and white fenders and a black frame carrier, 
about 12 by 20 inches, on the front. I worked on Sat-
urdays and my duties were to deliver meat orders by 
bicycle throughout the city. I remember one specific 
delivery every Saturday was to deliver 25 pounds of 
hamburger to the Quinte Drive-in located on Cannif-
ton road. It wasn’t my favourite ride. The Quinte 
Drive-in was located on the same property as the 
current Quinte Restaurant, at the corner of College 
and Cannifton. That was about 20 minutes from 
downtown.  

My shift was from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. That’s a long day 
on a bicycle. Most of my deliveries were to homes, 
and I would have to collect the money for the pur-
chase. In spite of my prompt, careful and attentive 
work, I did not receive many tips. 

Other meat stores downtown were Clark and Miles 
located on Front Street across from the Diana Grill 
which burned down and is now the home of the Ar-
my and Navy Club. A third meat market, White’s, 
was located on MacAnnany Street next to Barnes 
Wines and Quinte Paint and Wallpaper. The last one 
I remember is Black’s meat market located, I think, 
just past Geen’s drug store on Front Street. Today 
most of the meat stores have moved to the suburbs. 

I can’t recall anything about refrigeration in the 

Clark & Miles, at 184 Front Street                 CABHC MG 5 1 



      6 

butcher shop. I know the display items in the display 
counters were not; my bicycle certainly wasn’t refrig-
erated, except on cold days! 

My mother shopped at White’s and many times when 
I was with her, she would sneak a couple of wieners 
that we would share as she was ordering. 

On my deliveries some of the businesses I would pass 
were Emsco on Cannifton road, Elliot Motors on 
Dundas Street across from Morch Marine (they later 
moved to North Front Street which is now Moore 
Bros. Plaza), and Trudeau Motors on Station Street. 

North on Coleman Street, the Canadian Tire was lo-
cated at Harriet Street across from Thrasher’s garden 
warehouse. 

Later I also worked for Tamblyn Drug Store on Sat-
urdays delivering drugs and other drug store items on 
a bicycle supplied by the drug store. They were locat-
ed next to Eaton’s and the footbridge lane and Geen’s 
drug store. 

Richard Herrington is a Belleville resident. He was a 
Corbin Lock employee from 1965 to 1991.  

 

 

 
 
 

Pick up your copy of these two fine books at the Community  
Archives in the Library/Archives building, 2nd floor. 

Known as “Mr. History,” Gerry Boyce has been the go-to-guy for 
historical information about Hastings County. His unerring ability to 
entertain the reader is never more evident than in The Best of Boyce. 
This sampling from several of his best known books is sure to delight 
with thumbnail sketches of local people and events through the trials, 
tribulations and growing pains of our fledgling community. These 
captivating stories will leave you eager for more of Boyce. 

180 pages, $20 

Evenings are lengthening; there is a chill in the air. 
Time to snuggle in with a good book! We have just 
the answer. Local author and historian Gerry Boyce 
is well known for his ability to weave a mosaic of 
life in Hastings and Prince Edward Counties. In a 
lifetime devoted to telling our stories, he has taken 
readers on a fascinating voyage to all corners of the 
area’s past. 

Names of Belleville’s founding fathers live on today, 
but do you know their claim to fame? Belleville – A 
Popular History relates little-known details of our 
long history as a community. Gerry Boyce entertains 
us with important and interesting events, personali-
ties and places interspersed with moments of murder, 
mayhem and a hint of scandal. 

310 pages, $35 

It’s Reading Time Again  
By Michelle Hutchison 



 

 

Let’s Trade Ol’ Dobbin  
for a Model T 

 

By Richard Hughes 
 

Arguably the greatest invention of all time, one that 
changed our lives, our geography and even our archi-
tecture, was the automobile. 
 
In Canada, it all began just over 150 years ago when 
Henry Seth Taylor brought his steam buggy (a farm 
wagon with a simple engine attached) to the Stanstead 
Quebec Fall Fair in 1867. He rattled around the East-
ern Townships for a while showing off his invention, 
even though it had no brakes. In 1899, the Le Roy 
Manufacturing Company became the first to produce 
automobiles in quantity in Canada, but these vehicles 
also had no brakes, and the company closed in 1907.   
 
As the automobile gained popularity, rules were 
promptly established for the safety of the equine popu-
lation. In 1903, a speed limit of 10 miles per hour in 
towns and cities was set, rising to 15 miles per hour in 
the country. However, the operator had to sound an 
alarm bell at every intersection to warn both pedestri-
ans and the still dominant horse population. Further, 
since autos were such a nuisance, the speed was re-
duced to seven miles per hour near horses. 
 

The wagon and carriage steadily lost their dominant 
position as automobile production went into high gear 
when Henry Ford established a facility in Walkerville, 
Ontario in 1904 to produce the Model C, moving to 
the famous Model T in 1908. In 1907, the McLaughlin 
Motor Company was established in Oshawa, and the 

race was on. And not to forget a famous Canadian 
name, CCM, which produced automobiles in Toron-
to. By 1913, there were 50,000 automobiles in Can-
ada.  
 
In Belleville, by 1915, competition was hot between 
W.B. Riggs on Pinnacle Street next to the Hotel 
Quinte featuring the Ford and G.B. Rose just around 
the corner at 19½ Campbell Street showing the 
Maxwell. In his advertisements, Mr. Riggs pursued 
the farm community stressing timesaving with a car 
over the horse and buggy. With the time running 
into town reduced, farmers could achieve greater 
harvests. The popular runabout cost just $480, while 
the luxurious touring model was available for $530. 
  
Mr. Rose countered the Riggs claim by declaring 
that only a blindfolded man would buy an automo-
bile without looking the Maxwell over. There was 
no excuse for any man to be “jollied” into buying a 
car before looking at the 1915 Maxwell. The auto 
featured high tension magnetos to ensure quick 
starting and left-hand drive with a gearshift in the 
middle. Also, the double shell radiator had a shock 
absorber to limit the disturbance from the rough 
roads. All of this for just $925. 
 
Goodyear Tire offered fortified tires which they ad-
mitted were not trouble proof as mishaps and mis-
use come to every tire, but they had fewer blowouts 
than the others. They also offered laminated inner 
tubes made of many sheets of pure rubber and with 
no colouring added.   
 
One more necessity, before you headed out onto the 
roads: you could visit Angus McFee, jeweller, to 
purchase your motor glasses with proper fit for your 
trips. Also, there was an offer to the new motorist, 
when having your automobile painted or varnished, 
to phone to number 232, the James St. Charles Om-
nibus Company at 343 Front Street, for an estimate. 
Oh yes, for those still using their older carriages, 
this firm also kept a full stock of rubber tires.  
 
These first decades of the 20th century were certain-
ly hybrid years as about half a dozen automobile 
dealers and garages shared the city with six black-
smiths and nine liveries, so ol’ dobbin had not been 
completely put out to pasture. However, the writing 
was on the wall as the noisy and totally unreliable 
automobile was clearly the way of the future.   
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Production of the Ford Model T began in 1908. 
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How About a Virtual Road 
Trip in Hastings County? 

 

Over the summer the Historical Society worked 
with Cogeco television (YourTV) to produce about 
25 videos of five minutes each to encourage you to 
visit the villages of Hastings County and the histor-
ical plaques in each of them.  

You can visit these places and enjoy the wonderful 
countryside of Hastings County in person and now 
virtually. Eleven of the five-minute videos are 
available on YouTube (Google: YourTV 
YouTube), and for those with Cogeco cable televi-
sion, you can now see a series of thirty-minute 
tours of various regions, each showing five of the 
shorter videos. A great way to enjoy an informative 
and entertaining tour of Hastings County.  

 

Virtual Public  
Presentations Coming 

Soon 

For several months it has not been possible to 
hold our very popular Public Presentations at 

Maranatha due to COVID-19. However, we are 
now making preparations for a very special form 
of Public Presentations via YouTube. Arrange-

ments are being made to bring you a series of 
great historical documentary videos. These will 
be ready in the very near future, and you can 

watch them on YouTube at your convenience. 
These Public Presentations via YouTube will be 
announced on our website and through e-blast 

announcements in the very near future. 

tel:613-967-3304

