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Sherlock Holmes would be proud
by Elizabeth Mitchell

What began as a personal project to save a historic house in North 
York blossomed into a book which is a guide for people researching 
the history of their own old houses.

Donalda and Louis Badones’ house was threatened by a large 
real estate development, so they wanted to ,—  prove that it 
was a heritage building worth preserving.
The property deed said the house was built 
in 1923, but it was obvious from details 
such as baseboards, windows, and the sub
stantial wooden front door that the house 
was much older.

In the course of her research, Donalda 
Badone discovered that there were 15 
basic house types in 19th century south
ern Ontario, based on roof shape, 
number of storeys, placement of the 
front door, and direction of the front 
hall. Over 80 per cent of the houses 
were of eight basic types. The over 
all feature of early houses is a sim
plicity of design, the result of ma
terials available to builders at the 
time and response to the desire for 
pleasing harmony.

The most popular house type 
in 19th century Ontario was the 
one and one-half storey gable- 
roofed house. Interestingly, 
this was at least in part, a re
sult of the 1811 Act of the 
Upper Canada Legislature 
which based property tax on 
the number of storeys. A 
one-half storey gable- 
roofed house had the same 
floor space as a two-sto- 
rey house, but was more 
economical at tax time.
The second most popular style was 
the one and one-half storeys with an additional 
central gable. This gave more light to the upper storey and 
helped keep snow off the front step. This became the Ontario classic 
design, and is the style of the Badones’ house.

Mrs. Badone illustrated her talk with slides, and as she described 
the various Ontario architectural designs, the audience recognized 
familiar styles seen in the older neighbourhoods in our Quinte area 
communities.

In researching their house, the Badones turned first to the North 
York Historical Society, where they found it was known as the

Pease house, having been built by Elihu Pease around 1834. Lo
cal public library resources proved very helpful with biographi
cal information about Elihu and his family and maps which helped 
locate the original site of the house, which is not where it is now. 
In the Registry office they found deeds of property, and in the 
Archives of Ontario they discovered Elihu’s will with details about 
the property. Finally they found an elderly person who remem

bered the move of the house to its present location in 1921;
they spent a pleasant afternoon reminiscing 

about life at the turn of the century.
Mrs. Badone then ex

plained how other people 
can do the same for their 

own houses. The first thing 
is to establish what you 

want to know, for example, 
the Badones wanted to prove 

the date when their house was 
built. Find out about the con

struction; the basement is usu
ally the most altered part. Ex

amine details such as window 
styling, wood trim and mould

ing. Talk to long-time residents 
to discover local stories about 

your house. Check with your his
torical society. Go to the public 

library where you will find local his
tories, maps, directories, census 

records and many other resources. 
The local LACAC committee re
searches old buildings for historical 

purposes and may already have done 
your work for you. The local registry 

office will have information on owner
ship of your property. Deeds, mortgages 

and wills may refer to buildings. 
Donalda Badone intended her book to 

be a useful guide for other property own
ers— a sort of “Roots” for buildings— in 
order to help preserve older buildings for 

future generations.
The Complete House Detective (Boston 

M ills Press 1988) is now out of print, but copied are avail
able in some area public libraries, including Belleville and Trenton. 
Researchers will also find that many of the resources described 
by Mrs. Badone are in the archives of the Hastings County His
torical Society and the local history collection of the Belleville 
Public Library, both of which are kept in the library’s Canadiana 
Room.
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From the Editor's bookshelf by Lewis Zandbergen
The Emigrant’s Guide to North America

written by Robert MacDougall, 
edited by Elizabeth Thompson 
published by Natural Heritage/ 
Natural History Inc.
159 pages, illustrated, indexed 
Everyone who is aware of the 

history of our country, knows

how early settlers immigrated to 
escape harsh conditions in the 
countries now comprising the

United Kingdom; Scots croft
ers came over in droves; the 
Irish wished to escape the fam
ine in their country and many 
English settlers, displaced by 
the emerging industrial revolu
tion, sought a better way of life.

Many pro
spective pio
neers had only a 
sm attering of 
k n o w l e d g e  
about North 
America; word- 
of-mouth from 
someone who 
had been there 
and numerous 
books, like 
S u s a n n a  
M o o d i e ’ s 
Roughing it in 
the Bush and 
Catharine Pan- 
T ra il’s Back- 
woods o f  
Canada, told of 
life and its at
tendant hard- 
ships/rew ards 
in the new 
world.

However, a 
large portion of 

the English population spoke 
only Gaelic and it’s to these 
people Robert M acDougall

wrote his original book in its 
original language.

The book itself is called a 
“guide” and yet it is important 
not only in the context of pro
viding prospective immigrants 
with some sort of idea about 
what to expect in the new land, 
it also carries considerable 
weight as an early “tourist’s” 
impressions of this country. His 
particular idiosyncrasies shine 
through and although the tone 
is never blatantly condescend
ing, a sheen of superiority does 
occasionally surface.

Even though it was originally 
written in Gaelic, there is a 
readability which probably has 
more to do with the translator 
and editor than it does with the 
author. Engravings and several 
maps fill out the volume.

The book does have a couple 
of shortcomings, however.

Some of the Gaelic words 
sprinkled throughout the text 
have not been translated into 
English; the book would have 
benefited from a more consci
entious proof reader. Many of

the engravings are very dark and 
one is even flipped (the front 
cover and page 81: W. H. 
Bartlett’s “A First Settlement”). 
The maps are so small details are 
com pletely lost. The map of 
Lands in Upper Canada on page 
124 was still unreadable even 
after increasing its size four times 
on a photocopier. It was impos
sible to obtain a clear enough 
copy to read.

The other irritating aspect, and 
I’ve said this before, is the edi
to r’s warning com m ent that 
some of the terminology in the 
book may offend some. When 
will we stop apologizing for our 
ancestors and accept their re
marks at face value? Do we need 
to be constantly reminded that 
our forefathers’ sentiments do 
not reflect our supposedly en
lightened ones in the waning 
1990s?

However, even with these 
irritabilities, Natural Heritage/ 
Natural History Inc. has pro
duced another excellent book for 
those who love delving into our 
country’s fascinating past.
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by Gerry Boycew
Happy New Year to mem 

bers and friends of the 
Society. Probably some of 

you attended New Year’s levees, 
such as the one hosted by Mayor 
Ross McDougall and Council in 
Belleville’s historic City Hall. 
Levees have a long history. Com
ing from the French word (to 
raise) the term originally referred 
to the action of rising, especially 
from one’s bed. As early as 1672 
it was used to refer to a reception 
of visitors on rising from bed, or 
a morning reception held by a 
prince. In 1760 it was used to 
describe an assembly held in the 
early afternoon by the sovereign 
or his representative, at which 
men only were received. Military 
units, veterans groups, and the 
Bay of Quinte Yacht Club held 
local levees this New Year’s Day. 
Women were present at them all! 
A timely decision - Provincial 
Lieutenant Governor Hilary 
Weston is to be congratulated for 
moving Ontario’s official levee 
from Queen’s Park in Toronto to

In remembrance
Miss Olive Delaney passed 
away Monday, November 9, 
1998, at Hastings Manor. She 
was in her 85th year. Miss 
Delaney joined the Hastings 
County Historical Society 
within the first year of its 
founding and was a strong 
supporter of the Society. As 
Chief Librarian of Belleville 
Public Library for 35 years 
(1943 - 1978), her support of 
the Society was invaluable. 
On the recommendation of 
Tom Wrightmeyer, the Board 
of Directors made Miss 
Delaney an Honourary Mem
ber in 1959; she was one of the 
first Life Members. In the 
mid-1970s she provided space 
in the Canadiana Room of the 
library’s new wing for the 
Society’s archives; here they 
would be accessible for re
searchers any time the library 
was open. Our condolences go 
to her family and friends.

Kingston City Hall, in recogni
tion of the important role King
ston Played as provincial capi
tal in the 1840s.
Happy 125th - Belleville City 
Hall celebrated its 125th anni
versary in December. On De
cember 24, 1873, Police Court 
was held for the first time in the 
building, than known as the 
Market Building and Town Hall. 
The police magistrate was leni
ent with the two men charged 
with intoxication. They were 
reprimanded and allowed to go 
home, rather than having to 
serve time in the “dongon keep,” 
as the press called the cells. 
Town Council met for the first 
time in the second-floor coun
cil chamber on December 29, 
1873. The debate was soon hot 
and heavy, as one councillor 
threatened another with a 
“knock-down blow” if outside 
the chamber because of im
proper language.
School gifts - Your Society has 
made a major gift to the schools 
of Hastings and Prince Edward 
Counties. More than 200 com
plimentary copied of Belleville 
City Hall from 1873 to 1988 
were distributed to 36 schools 
to help in the local aspect of their 
social science and history 
courses. This beautifully illus
trated, history of City Hall (writ
ten by this author a decade ago) 
is the official history of 
Belleville City Hall and the 
buildings that preceded it. The 
massive distribution was made 
possible by the co-operation of 
the Corporation of the City of 
Belleville, the Ministry of Citi
zenship, Culture and Recreation, 
and the author. Recipient 
schools included nine public and 
separate schools in Belleville, 
six in Quinte West, nine in Hast
ings County (reaching to Bird’s 
Creek and Maynooth), six in 
Prince Edward County and three 
Christian schools. We know the 
schools will make good use of 
these resources and that students 
will gain a better understanding 
of local government, heritage

architecture and human nature. 
Your society has provided local 
historical materials to Hastings 
County schools for several 
years, usually at Christmas. 
However, the distribution of 
more than $2,000 worth of 
books this year sets a record. 
Welcome gift - This writer en
joyed the Christmas Season and 
the chance to enjoy some new 
books. The most unexpected and 
unusual volume was Donny 
White’s In Search o f Geraldine 
Moodie (ISBN 0-88977-110-3). 
Director of the Medicine Hat 
Museum and Art Gallery in 
Alberta, White tells (and shows) 
the story of Geraldine Moodie 
who was born in Toronto on 
October 31, 1854. Geraldine 
was the daughter of Agnes 
Dunbar Moodie, a well-known 
illustrator, and Charles Thomas

Fitzgibbon, a lawyer. Her ma
ternal grandparents were 
Susanna Moodie, the well- 
known Belleville writer, and J. 
W. Dunbar Moodie, sheriff of 
Hastings County. In an 1856 
letter, Susanna described 
Geraldine whom she nicknamed 
Cherry, as; “A beautiful delicate 
little sprite of a child, or ‘frairy,’ 
[sic] as my Irish maids call her, 
who believed that she must be 
something super human as she 
was born at midnight, on All 
Hallow Eve, and was so small 
and clever, and so lovely. I never 
saw such a tiny creature walk
ing and talking, and with a face 
of such bright intelligence ... 
full of fun and frolic and vital

ity.” In 1878, Geraldine married 
a distant cousin, John Douglas 
Moodie, of London, England. 
After homesteading in Manitoba, 
her husband obtained a commis
sion as inspector with the North 
West Mounted Police. For the 
next 32 years the couple would 
endure “hardship, sacrifice and 
pain” as his work took them to 
almost every major NWMP post 
in western Canada and into the 
Hudson’s Bay district of the east
ern Arctic.

Geraldine was an accomplished 
watercolour painter of 
wildflowers and the book includes 
several of her colourful paintings. 
More important, after her arrival 
at Battleford in 1891, she began 
a career as a photographer. The 
subject matter of her photos in
cluded the usual portraiture work, 
the North West Mounted Police 

and their activities, and the 
native community. In Sep
tember 1895, she photo
graphed the visit of Prime 
Minister Mackenzie Bowell 
and a party of government of
ficials. Bowell, the noted 
Conservative politician and 
former Intelligencer editor, 
was in the area to investigate 
settlement possibilities near 
Battleford. Shortly after 
Bowell’s visit, Geraldine 
received a government com
mission to photograph the 
historic and important sites 
visited by the group.

The book includes many 
full-page reproductions of 
her excellent photos, includ
ing Bowell’s visit and native 
sun dance celebrations. 

Congratulations to Donny 
White and the Canadian Plain Re
search Centre at the University of 
Regina for producing this excel
lent book on one of Susanna and 
Dunbar Moodies’ illustrious de
scendants. Thanks to Santa’s 
helper for giving me the book and 
for Bill Greenley of W&R 
Greenley for making the elf aware 
of the arrival of the book the day 
before Christmas.

If you received a book relating 
to Hastings County area at Christ
mas and would like to share your 
thoughts with our readers, please 
contact me at (613) 968-5023 or 
send a note to 173 Bridge Street 
East, Belleville, Ontario K8N 
1N3.
H a v e  a g r e a t  1 9 9 9 !

Winter costume in the late 19th 
century as worn by a young mem
ber of the Wallbridge family. The 
backdrop is in a photographer’s 
studio. Courtesy Hastings County 
Historical Society Picture Archives.



LANMORENational Historic Site
257 Bridge Street East, 

Belleville, Ontario K8N1P4 
(613) 962-2329

Updates
With thanks
The museum acknowledges with thanks the J. P. Bickell Foundation, Na
tional Trust Company, for a $2,000 donation toward phase two of the site 
restoration. Phase two will include archeological investigation, reproduc
tion of the west stairs, north stairs and ornamental verandah, sidewalk and 
landscape restoration and completion of exterior painting.

Egypt Gift of the Nile
To further support phase two of the site restoration, the museum will host 
the special travelling exhibit “Egypt, Gift of the Nile” from the Royal On
tario Museum, from March 6 to May 2, 1999. Exhibit topics include per
sonal adornment, make-up and perfume, feeding the household, buildings, 
family life, education, religion and the afterlife. Special school and March 
Break programs will be available and regular admission rates will apply.

Many thanks to our sponsors which include Campbell Monument, Black 
Diamond Cheese, and McDougall Insurance. Media sponsors include the 
Belleville Intelligencer, radio station CJBQ and radio station The MIX.

The Nile Valley of 6,000 years ago was the birthplace of a remarkable civi
lization. Protected from foreign invasion by vast deserts and sustained by 
fertile soil along the river, the ancient Egyptians developed from a simple 
agricultural community into a sophisticated society. Under a system of di
vine kingship, the Egyptian civilization flourished and endured for thousands 
of years and it contributed strongly to the later cultures of the Mediterra
nean and Europe.

Lyn Green, of the Royal Ontario Museum, will speak on “Growing Up in 
Ancient Egypt” at the Hastings County Historical Society’s January 19,1999, 
meeting. This lecture is jointly sponsored by Glanmore National Historic 
Site and the Hastings County Historical Society.

Museum under new management
Marjorie Buck, Deputy director of the Parks and Recreation Department, 
City of Belleville, will assume the management of Glanmore National His
toric Site on January 1, 1999.

Outlook is published for the friends and members of 
the Hastings County Historical Society.

It is edited and produced by Lewis Zandbergen.
Anyone wishing to submit articles or information may contact the editor 

at 613-395-3022, Fax 613-395-4695, or E-mail lewzan@reach.net
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