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First World War Centennial 
Hastings Soldiers Remembered 

By Bill Kennedy 

One hundred years ago this August the First World War 

began. It would last four and one-half years and see the 

enlistment of 620,000 Canadians. Among them were many 

men from Hastings County. In commemoration of their 

service the Hastings County Historical Society will publish 

a book this September titled “At the Call of King and 

Country” that tells the stories of some of them. Their expe-

riences are indicative of those endured by every soldier 

who served on the Western Front between 1914 and 1918. 

Excerpts from the book 

were the subject of the 

presentation by speaker Bill 

Kennedy at the Society’s 

month of May public event 

that attracted over 100 peo-

ple. One of the more unusu-

al stories is that of Robert 

Clarence Thompson. He 

was born in Springbrook, 

Hastings County, in 1901 

and enlisted in 1915. It is 

alleged that he had to bor-

row a long pair of pants for 

his interview with the re-

cruiting officer. He  was 

assigned to the 80th Battal-

ion and lasted there for a 

month before his father 

caught up with him and had 

him discharged. He would 

enlist again in 1916 and this 

time make it to France before his real age was discovered 

and he was again discharged. He would enlist again the 

following year in Toronto.  (Cont’d. on page 2) 

 

Robert Clarence Thompson 

Photo courtesy of Doug 

Thompson 

You Are Invited 
to a Special Event 

By Richard Hughes 

The Ontario Heritage Trust has accepted the proposal to 

erect in Belleville a provincial memorial plaque to hon-

our Belleville-born Dr. James B. Collip who has been 

described as “one of the most important scientists Canada 

has ever produced.”  

 

It was Dr. Collip 

who in 1921 was 

invited to join the 

team of Dr. Fred-

erick Banting, 

Charles Best and 

Prof. John J.R. 

Macleod at the 

University of To-

ronto where these 

men were engaged 

in research related 

to the pancreas. 

The form of insu-

lin they had devel-

oped proved toxic 

to humans and it 

was Dr. Collip, with his strong reputation in advanced 

biochemistry, who would make the key breakthrough in 

the discovery of the insulin used for the treatment of dia-

betes. It is through the dedicated research and promotion 

of Collip over the past number of years by Belleville’s 

Dr. George Pearce that this signal honour will be con-

ferred. 

This Special Event will be held on Thursday, June 19th 

at 1:30 p.m. at the Belleville Public Library, 3rd 

Floor. There will be presentations by special guests, a 

brief film on Dr. Collip, and the unveiling of the plaque. 

Refreshments will be served and everyone is welcome.  

James Bertram Collip 

Credit: Library and Archives  

Canada 
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Archives Volunteer Presenters 

Grace Waters 

The Collected Images of a WWI Nurse 

By Ann Butryn 

Grace Waters was born in Campbellford, Ontario, in 

1883 and died in Belleville in 1972. She trained as a 

nurse in the United States and joined the Canadian Army 

Medical Corps in World War I. The Community Ar-

chives holds a photograph album assembled by Miss Wa-

ters, which seems to reflect some of the places where she 

First World War  (Cont’d from page 1) 
William James Savage of Belleville was both a soldier 

and a poet. Originally from England, he returned there to 

fight for King and Country when he was in his mid-

thirties. His poem “Kaiser Bill” was one of many he 

wrote and along with a number of others, is housed in 

the Community Archives. Bert Stirling Wemp of Tweed 

trained as a pilot and was the first Canadian to be award-

ed the DFC. After the war he would return to his news-

paper job in Toronto, enter local politics and become the 

city’s mayor. Bellevillian William Miles was asleep in a 

shell crater with his squad when they were hit with poi-

son gas. It would temporarily blind him and he would 

suffer from its effects for the rest of his life.   

 

Hastings County citizen 

Albert McTaggart was 

wearing the uniform shown 

in the photo on the left (he 

received it in the mail) 

when he was declared 

killed in action, only to be 

seen later in the day walk-

ing along a trench. He 

joined the army, he said, to 

escape taking orders at 

home and later admitted it 

was like “going from the 

frying pan into the fire.” 

These are a few of the peo-

ple included in “At the Call 

of King and Country,” and 

in many instances parts of 

their stories are told in 

their own words. Hundreds of men from Hastings Coun-

ty served overseas in the First World War. It is im-

portant that we not forget their sacrifice.  

The First Aeroplanes 
in Belleville 

By Al Cleary 

June 3rd was King George V’s birthday and a call 

for celebrations. For the 1913 event Belleville city 

officials hired Earle Sandt, an aviator from Penn-

sylvania. Sandt had 148 flights and a few crashes 

on his resume before arriving here by train. His 

aeroplane followed after him in three crates ac-

companied by the mechanics who would assemble 

it. He made two flights of about ten minutes each, 

one of them the first flight ever across the Bay of 

Quinte.   

Nine days after leaving Belleville, Sandt crashed 

during an exhibition and later died from his inju-

ries. He was twenty-five years old. 

The following year Lincoln Beachey from Califor-

nia, one of the most famous aviators of the period, 

came to Belleville for the celebrations. He raced 

Barney Oldfield, a well-liked and famous automo-

bile racer, around the track at the exhibition 

grounds, with Beachey’s biplane just above the 

race car. The crowd loved it.  

Then nine months later, during a demonstration for 

the 1915 Panama-Pacific Exposition, Beachey 

crashed into San Francisco Bay and drowned. He 

had just turned twenty-eight years old. 

Photo by Bill Kennedy 

served while in Europe. The album contains about 164 

black-and-white and sepia photographs, none of which 

are captioned. However, by good luck some of the imag-

es were identified as depicting the Canadian Red Cross 

Society’s (CRCS) Duchess of Connaught  Red Cross 

Hospital in Taplow, Bucks on the beautiful grounds of 

Major Astor’s Cliveden estate. The CRCS raised the 

funds (£30,000) to build and equip this temporary hospi-

tal to treat Canadian and Allied soldiers in 1,000 beds.  

 

The CRCS also supported numerous other hospitals, both 

military and civilian, in various theatres of war. There are 

interesting images of a hospital that was built to the high-

est current standards and which featured verandahs with 

light,  sunshine and fresh air. Also depicted in the photo-

graphs are nurses, patients, a hospital train, ambulances 

with their women drivers, and hospitals and a cemetery 

in France. 
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Canada Day 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Society, together with the Community Ar-
chives, Heritage Belleville and Glanmore House 
will be at the Tom Gavey Pavillion in Zwick’s Park 
on Canada Day. It is great fun and we had around 
800 visitors last year. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you would like to volunteer to help out please 
contact us at the Heritage Centre. If you can’t vol-
unteer, please drop by and visit us. 

Belleville firemen hose down the plastic sheeting 
they use every Canada Day for a water slide.  It’s 
all downhill and one of the most popular kids’ 
events at the Zwick’s Island location. Come on out 
and have some fun! The Historical Society’s exhibit 
will be right next door. 

Belleville’s Second Annual  
Jane’s Walks  By Adele Dibben 

 

On May 3 and 4, Belleville held its second annual Jane’s 

Walks, a series of four walking tours. 

 

Walk #1 Sustainability: Don’t Take It for Granted! 

Saturday morning a group started out across from City 

Hall and walked north along the river front. Geologist 

Hannah Chittenden spoke about the geology of our re-

gion, going back millions of years and describing the 

many changes over time. Becky MacWhirter talked 

about the Moira River, and urged us to press the city to 

become more bicycle friendly. 

 

Walk #2 Downtown Possibilities 

Saturday afternoon the walk started at Meyer’s Mill and 

proceeded towards the downtown. Walk leaders were 

Peter Paylor and Joey Rufo. Stopping at the statue at the 

corner of Pinnacle and Front Streets, the group learned 

about the desirability of more street art. Going down 

Front Street, walkers entered a vacant store which had 

been stripped back to the bare walls. The owner, who 

came here because he was impressed  with the potential 

of the downtown, spoke about his enthusiasm for the 

area. The ground floor is for rent. He plans to turn the 

upper floors into apartments using a large apartment for 

his family to stage small musical events. With a stop at 

the market and mention of the uncertain future of the 

Memorial Arena, the tour finished with a visit to the 

Build Belleville exhibit. 

 

Walk #3 Swimming in the Bay 

The Sunday morning walk began at the waterfront at 

South Foster Park. Landscape architect Kevin Tribble 

spoke about storm water management. It is a concept 

which was unheard of until fairly recent times. Now we 

realize that we can’t dump everything into our water-

ways, and if the water moves too quickly, it creates 

problems. Geologist Hannah Chittenden told us how the 

receding glaciers formed our lakes and landscapes. 

 

Walk #4 South of the Tracks 

Sunday afternoon, Past President Orland French led a 

group up South Front Street from the waterfront. Mau-

rice Rollins told us that people were reluctant to buy 

units in the Anchorage because they didn’t want to live 

below the tracks. The owner of the Boathouse told us 

that two of the three sections of his restaurant are actual 

boathouses. We saw where the famous (or infamous) 

Wharf Street Debating Club used to be. We ended at 

Victoria Park where Sue Smith described the history of 

the area. Originally a sawmill stood on an island. Then 
Canada Day 2013           Photo Nick White 
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the area was used for swimming with a pool and beach 

house in the 1930s followed by a yacht club in the 

1950s. As the successor to an earlier yacht club in the 

previous century, it is the second oldest yacht club in the 

province and sent an entry to the America’s Cup in 

1871. 

 

The Mystery of the Royal Oaks  
 Part Two 

By Richard Hughes  
 

Last month we introduced you to the mystery of the 

Royal Oaks in the Quinte area which were planted to 

celebrate the coronation of King George VI in 1937 and 

Queen Elizabeth II in 1953. It was launched in response 

to an inquiry about a mighty oak tree on the property of 

the former Cannifton Public School currently being de-

veloped into a housing project. The investigation quick-

ly branched out across the region; it was determined that 

this great tree was one of at least four planted at schools 

in the Belleville area. In addition to the Cannifton Royal 

Oak, many of our readers remembered the oak tree that 

adorned the grounds of the former King George School 

on North Front Street. Someone recalled a similar tree 

shading the playgrounds of the former Bayview Public 

School on Highway 2, while a fourth tree was found 

deep in the snows of Prince Edward County at the for-

mer Massassauga Public School.   

Digging deeper into the mystery, it was found that the 

second tree, a giant oak tree planted at King George 

School, had survived the demolition of the school and 

the installation of a large grocery store. In March 1988, 

a memorial plaque mounted on a large granite stone do-

nated by Campbell Monuments was unveiled on the site 

by Mayor George Zegouras, Alderman Kay Manderville 

and former principal Lawrence Kells. The plaque was to 

commemorate the King George School children and 

their 1937 project. However, by 2001, it was determined 

that the grand old tree was suffering from serious illness. 

According to a story in The Intelligencer on July 23, 

2002, the tree was affected by a fungal infection, phy-

tophthora ramorum, which attacks oaks. While city offi-

cials considered the tree to be “a tough old bird,” it ulti-

mately succumbed.  

The third glorious oak shaded the children at Bayview 

Public School, formerly SS #20 Thurlow, for over half a 

century. Former principal Bernard Wright recalled this 

Royal Oak. However, that school closed in June 1984, 

and the property was sold for a housing development. It 

appears that the mighty oak fell victim to the progress of 

new housing. 

Number four was the pride of generations of students at 

Massassauga Public School. It has grown to a stately 

height of forty-five feet with a great circular crown of 

deep green leaves. This super specimen still graces the 

south side of the former school, now converted to a pri-

vate home.   At its base is a plaque mounted on a great 

granite stone which was unveiled in 1991 when the 

school closed. It is inscribed, “1937 - To Commemorate 

the Coronation of King George VI - On this site the stu-

dents of Massassauga School planted an acorn of the 

royal oaks from the 

grounds of Windsor 

Castle in England. 

This plaque erected 

June 1991. Re-

erected 2007.” To 

explain the final 

date, apparently the 

original plaque was 

stolen; however, the 

new owners of the 

school replaced it 

with an identical 

plaque. Indeed, with 

the loving care of its 

new owners, this 

great oak can look 

forward to a long, 

sunny life in beauti-

ful Prince Edward 

County.  

Back to Royal Oak number one at Cannifton. As spring 

arrives and work goes forward on the new housing de-

velopment, we are encouraged by the community-

spirited undertaking of the builder to protect this valua-

ble and historic tree for the benefit of the new residents 

and the whole Cannifton community. The only Queen 

Elizabeth II Royal Oak in our area. Long live the Royal 

Oak! 

South of the Tracks walk               Photo by Orland French 

Royal Oak tree at former Mas-

sassauga Public School—Photo 

by Richard Hughes 
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Ghost Towns and Pioneer  
Villages in Our Backyard 

By Richard Hughes 
 

What could be better than a warm spring day in the 

country with the fresh green grasses swaying in the 

breeze and the newly unfurled leaves shining in the sun? 

Add to this scene a luxurious bus rolling down country 

back roads and the company of fifty fellow travellers 

with two knowledgeable guides. This was the recipe for 

a wonderful day’s outing on May 24 as we toured the 

historical sites of western Hastings County. While we 

had driven through these villages and settlements many 

times, it became apparent that we had never seen beyond 

the facades of the aging buildings. Now we met local 

residents with colourful stories of their villages, putting 

flesh and blood on the previous bare bones of the visible 

relics of past glories.   

We saw the pretty village of Halloway, the restored Stir-

ling train station, the captured German machine guns at 

Harold, the quiet settlement of Bonarlaw and so much 

more. A highlight was a walking tour of the old mining 

town of Marmora and a visit to its immense open-pit 

iron ore mine. We thought we knew our backyard, but 

this delightful day only reminded us how rich and varied 

is the history of our own region. We could see that this 

eye-opening experience should be followed up by some 

delightful day trips during the coming summer. An im-

mense thank you to the producers of this outing, Bill 

Hunt and Mary-Lynne Morgan whose extensive re-

search and planning produced a memorable day for 

these time travellers.  

Bancroft School Children  
Celebrate— 

The War Is Over in Europe 
By Richard Hughes 

 

Frank Thompson of Bancroft remembers vividly the day 

that the news arrived of the victory of the Allied armies 

in Europe. It was May 7, 1945, and the news spread like 

a forest fire. The stores immediately closed their doors 

for the day, and the parties began. Everyone knew that 

their family members would be coming home. Frank 

recalls that he was in Grade 1 at the time. The teachers 

lined up the students in two rows, presented each with a 

Union Jack flag before they all headed for the main 

street to parade (see photo). The men of the town went 

to the churches and began to ring the bells. The town 

firetruck had a hand siren, and people took turns crank-

ing it out. There was a large lawn area behind the hotel, 

and crowds began to gather there during the day in a 

party atmosphere. Mr. Thompson particularly recalls 

that someone made a dummy of Adolf Hitler and tied it 

on the back of a truck which was then driven all around 

town. That night, there was a big dance at the fair-

grounds, and the dummy of Hitler was burned with great 

ceremony. The excitement of that day remains clear in 

his mind even sixty-nine years later, as it must be for 

many Bancroft residents today. 
 

Footnote: Victory in Europe Day was May 7, 1945, 

when Hitler’s successor, Karl Donitz, signed the military 

surrender at Reims, France. It was also signed in Berlin 

on May 8. Thus, the Allies of World War II formally 

accepted the unconditional surrender of Nazi Germany’s 

armed forces, and the war in Europe was over. 

Bancroft Public School students of Mrs. Belford Vader  

parade on V-E Day.  

Photograph submitted by Frank Thompson 

Bus Tour May 24                  Photos by Nick White 
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Arts Recognition Award Goes to 
Gerry Boyce 

 

The community came together on May 15 to recognize 

and honour certain individuals who have made signifi-

cant contributions to the arts, culture and heritage in our 

area. The occasion was the Quinte Arts Council’s 

Mayor’s Luncheon for the Arts and the presentation of 

the Arts Recognition Awards. This year, our own “Mr. 

History,” Gerry Boyce, was front and centre, being rec-

ognized for his “tenacious support and promotion of lo-

cal history.” The award recognized Gerry’s extensive 

contributions over more than fifty years in the form of 

his historical writings as well as his long service to the 

community as educator, volunteer, lecturer, city council-

lor, member of various boards and so much more. It was 

proclaimed that “he is without equal in the Bay of 

Quinte area.” All of Gerry’s friends and colleagues in 

the Historical Society and the Community Archives send 

heartfelt congratulations on this award and appreciation 

for his devoted and continuing service to the heritage 

community.   

 

Ontario Volunteer Service Awards  

 

On May 7, 2014, four of our HCHS members received 

Ontario Volunteer Service Awards for the volunteer 

work they have done over the years. The Honourable 

Michael Coteau, Minister of Citizenship and Immigra-

tion, invited them to an evening of celebration at the 

Banquet Centre where pins and certificates were given 

to approximately 120 volunteers from different charities 

and non-profit organizations. Congratulations go to 

these four for the continuing work they do for HCHS! 

 

June Callwood Outstanding 

Achievement Award  
 

An old friend of the Society, Mr. Ian Brumell, has re-

ceived the June Callwood Outstanding Achievement 

Award for 2014.  This award is given by the Ontario 

Ministry of Citizenship and Immigration for outstanding 

service to his community and commitment to volunteer-

ism.  Ian has served for thirty years with the Cloyne and 

District Historical Society.  
 

Mr. Ian Brumell                           Photo by Richard Hughes 

HCHS volunteers receiving five-year pins are Laurel Bish-

op, Donna Fano and Lorna Garbutt. Bill Hunt received the 

ten-year pin.  

Photo by Richard Hughes 

Mayor Ellis and Gerry Boyce           Photo by Richard Hughes 
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Patronize Our Sponsors Farley Mowat 
By Orland French 

 

Farley Mowat hardly gave Belleville a passing thought. 

In fact, when he was asked to come to Belleville, he said 

his favourite view of Belleville was from the window of 

the train as he passed through on his way to his summer 

home in Cape Breton. 

Mowat had been exposed to life in Belleville for a few 

years in his childhood. He was born in Belleville in 1921 

and lived long enough in an apartment on the third floor 

of the former Corby Library to establish the legend that 

he dropped water bombs on passers-by below. His fa-

ther, Angus, was the city’s librarian. They moved on, the 

impish Farley becoming irascible with age.  

Eventually he and his wife, Claire, wound up in Port 

Hope, although adventures for books like The Boat Who 

Wouldn’t Float were inspired by life in Burgeo, New-

foundland. Farley wrote what seems like a gazillion 

books, actually several dozen. He wrote of saving 

whales and saving wolves, and from his detractors 

earned the nickname “Hardly Know-it” because they 

claimed he made up a lot of it. Let’s call it artistic li-

cence to make a point. He also wrote personal stories 

and children’s stories. He could be a gadfly and a goad, 

once even being barred from entering the United States 

because he seemed like the kind of guy who could be a 

Communist sympathizer. 

He was a truly passionate defender of the environment, 

and his books were translated into 52 languages. He sold 

more than 17 million copies. If his early exposure to 

books in the Belleville library can be credited with de-

veloping his literary interest, then we can take pride in 

our small role in his life.  

Farley Mowat died at age 92 on May 6, 2014.  

Kelly’s  

Guardian  

Pharmacy 
411 Bridge Street East, 

Phone  613-962-5387  

 
Every day is seniors day!   

10% off most products 

Trenton Cold  

Storage,  
21 Albert St., Trenton 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Phone  613-394-3317 

O'CONNOR  

JEWELLERS   
on Front St.  

for over 60 years 

Visit the Happy Jeweller  

Phone 613-968-7422 

Source: Community Archives of Belleville and Hastings County, (Intelligencer nega-
tives, 1993 Hastings County, (Intelligencer negatives, 1985 and 1993) 
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Member Designation 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Topic:  History of Batawa 
 

Speaker: Heather Candler 
 

Candler, General Manager of Batawa De-

velopment Corporation, will present a  

history of Batawa as it relates to Thomas  

Bata and his shoe empire. 
 

  Date: Tuesday, September 16, 2014 

Time: 7:30 p.m. 

Location: Quinte Living Centre Auditorium 

  (North Corner Door) 

            370 Front Street, Belleville 
 

Bring a friend!  

Website: www.hastingshistory.ca 
Email: president@hastingshistory.ca  

See you next fall! 
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