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THE UNITED TOWNSHIPS OF 

MONT EAGLE and IISES CHE L

MONTSaGLE - (as reported by the Gr. VII and VIII pupils of
$13 Herschel, Mr. R. W. H ill is , Principal)

First Settlers

About 1817 Mina Michael, Charles Michael, Fred Krugar, and 
Vina Krugar settled on a farm, concession 4, lo ts  1 and 2.

These people came from Germany because they were not sa tis fied  
with conditions there.

They travelled by oxen and canoe. They earned a liv ing  by 
cutting logs, wood, pulp, picking berries, and se llin g  eggs and butter 
to lumber camps.

They used a broad axe to hew logs fo r  their houses. They made 
their own shingles.

The follow ing spring Thomas French built a saw m ill and a 
cheese factory at B ird 's Lake near B ird 's Creek.

About the same time a hotel was bu ilt at B ird's Creek. James 
Best owned the f ir s t  blacksmith shop at B ird 's Creek.

Mrs. Thomas owned a general store where Mr. Fred Scott now
liv e s .
Lumbering, Mining, Farming

Lumbering attracted many s e t t le rs . A dam was built at the 
l i t t l e  rapids on Bentley Creek so logs could be driven down to the York 
River. This is  s t i l l  being done.

Mr. Wilfred Ivlusclow at present operates a saw m ill north o f 
Hybla. Mr. Elmer Robinson also operates a m ill in the Musclow D istr ict ,

Felspar was once mined near Hybla. Today uranium has been 
found in tnis area.

Farming is somewhat' better. Grain is gorwn, ca ttle , pigs, 
poultry, and vegetables are raised .

Ben Chamberalin had a saw m ill operated by water power at 
B artlett’ s Creek, about the year 1833*
Railways and Roads

About 1903 the railway from Trenton to Maynooth was built 
through the townships to assist lumbermen in shipping their logs and 
lumber.

Mr. Wes Cooney and Mr. Albert Johnston were two men who assist 
ea in the building of the railway.
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Tiie Hastings Hoad was one of the f i r s t  roads in the township.
About the year 1890 the f ir s t  ro,.- a was built into Hybla.

'About the same year Mr. Jospeh McCormick helped to build a road leading 
from Hybla to Musclow.
Early schools and Churches and Tourists

There was a log school at Musclow where the present Orange 
Hall stands today. Church was also held here. The f i r s t  teacher was 
Mrs. Archie Wilcox.

One of the f ir s t  churches in Mont eagle was the Zion Church 
located at Hybla.

Most rural schools in  Monteagle and Herschel are closed and the 
pupils are going to the present day school at B ird 's Creek.

Many tourists v is it  the lakes and rivers each year, because 
of fishing and of hunting grounds.

On B artlett 's  Lake there are tourists cottages and also on 
Peelo 's Lake.

Some people make a liv in g  by keeping tourist lodges.
The Community Today

Monteagle Township has developed considerably since the olden
Cays.

Many homes nowadays have e le c tr ic ity  instead of o i l  lamps as 
in the time of the early se ttlers .

The roads have been greatly improved and many people have 
automobiles instead of oxen.

Many people nowadays have telephones, radios, and te lev is ion .

MONTEAGLE VALLEY and AREA (As reported by John and Norman Sutherland,
Duarme Welsh, Burton Robinson,
Miss Peachie McCormack, Principal)

The Township was ca lled  "Monteagle” by English se ttlers , after 
an English Lord.

The f ir s t  se ttle rs  “were the Welsh's who came up the York 
River by canoe. They settled  in what is  now known as the 6th and the 
8th concessions. They were orig inally  from England, but some married 
Indian women.

The Welsh’ s built a log house out of pine and it  stood for 
years until burnt down. They did bush work for  a start and cleared the 
land. There were no m ills so they drew the grain by oxen to L'Amable. 
Here they got the grain ground into f lo u r . At this time the flou r was 
dark.



Fitzgerald 's came up to Monteagle Township about the same time 
as the Welsh*s. They settled  in the next section of land.

The f ir s t  school was built on the four corners of the West, 
East, North, South, Road. The main road was the North and south Road. 
The teacher was Miss T il l ie  McNab.

The f ir s t  church was called Zion Methodist Church, and was 
sited at Hybla. This church was bu ilt in  1886. Before the church was 
buili: a minister would gather the people together at the schoolhouse 
peoples' houses and preach to them. Mr. Alward was the f ir s t  minister 
to come into this township.

The Council was organized at Maynooth. The Councillors were 
Mr. Xerrningham, Mr. J . Me Alpine, and Mr. G-. B artlett.

Mr. McDoyle was the f ir s t  man to have a store in the township. 
It  was located at what is now known as Maynooth.

There was a cheese factory built in  1887 opposite the location  
of Genesee Mines ff 2 near B artletts ' Lake.

Early industry was bush work.
People travelled through woods by walking ana carrying their

supplies.
The grist and flou r m ills were one great stone ro lled  upon 

another and by this process they ground the grain.
The f ir s t  road was Hastings Road which was hardly passable 

for horse and wagon.
The Indians who were here before the white men were the 

Algonquins.
The grain was cut by a reap hook and threshed by f l a i l .  A 

f l a i l  consisted o f thin sticks tied  together by string and was then used 
to thresh the grain by a swinging process. The grain Was cleaned by 
hand fan. This is done by pouring the grain from one dish into another 
le ttin g  the wind blow away the ch a ff.

HERSCHEL - (as reported by the Gr. VII and VTII pupils of 
jf 13 Herschel, Mr. R. W. H il l is ,  Principal)

F irs tS e tt le rs
About the year l800 John Defoe, a Chief o f _the Algonquin 

Indians wandered into the lo ca lity  of Baptiste Lake in  search of new 
hunting and trapping grounds. He travelled  down the Baptiste by canoe. 
He remained because trapping and hunting were excellen t. He built log 
cabins on the north side of the lake west of the present home o f Sam 
Bapti s te .

Another group o f these Indians lived  west of Mr. Tom Young's
present camp.
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Another early se tt le r , partly French and Indian was Francois
Antoine„

In the Eighteenth century there was a Hudson Bay fo rt  located 
where Irwins’ cottage now stands. The Defoes adopted the name Baptiste 
from the'French.
Lumbering, Mining, and Farming

Settlers were attracted by the wealth o f forests and mines. 
One of the f ir s t  Lumber companies owned by Brenson who shipped logs to 
Ottawa and Bancroft driving by way of the York, the Madawaska, and the 
Ottawa Rivers. Rathbun also shipped logs out.

The f ir s t  lumber m ill was located on a bay o f Baptiste Lake 
west of the station where Patty Cox used to liv e . The next m ill was 
owned by Hughes after whom Hughes Siding was named. While this small 
m ill was operating, Bailly and Martin were operating the old Jennings

Two years later a new mill was built on the Hughes M ill s ite . 
It is  s t i l l  run by Martin Brothers Lumber Co.

Baptiste had also some mining in terests . One mine was ope rat 
ed by Alex Watson. Mica was the main mineral in th is mine. Another 
mineral found was Dolomite.

At the present time prospectors are finding uranium. 
Railways and Roads

Lumbermen fe lt  the need of a railway for shipping lurnbe. .
Around the year 1900, a man named Puse began to build the 

I.B.O. (Irondale, Bancroft, Ottawa). Other men connected with the 
building of the I.B.O. were Mr. Howland and Mr. Hutchinson.

For a number of years this line extended only as far as Mud 
Creek where the turn table was. A stage travelled from there to 
Bancroft.

The f ir s t  roads were merely paths or t r a i ls .  One ran from 
Bird’ s Creek to Mud Creek, thence to Baptiste. Another ran from 
Baptiste to where the Baptiste school stands and on towards the Town 
Line. Today these roads have been greatly improved.

First Schools and Churches
The f ir s t  school was near the home of Gordon Bowen on the 

opposite side of the road to the old one. There were so many going to 
that school that they had to sp lit  the school so that the ones from the 
Town Line had to go to Beechmount School.

The next school was accross from George Bowen’ s. Church was 
held in this school. The f ir s t  teacher was Mrs. Leveque. In 1951 the 
schools were closed and the pupils were transported to B ird ’ s Creek 
central school.


