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Archivists, says Sharon White, 
think in terms of lasting forever. 
While there are some similarities, 
an archivist is neither a librarian nor 
an historian. The focus of an archi-
vist’s work is to acquire, preserve 
and make available archival materi-
als to the community.  
 

The word archives comes from the 
Latin “arca,” meaning a place to 
store things. During World War II 
there was concern that storage of 
materials in England relating to 
Canada’s past were in danger of 
being lost and the Canadian govern-
ment sent representatives to London 
to copy the more important docu-
ments by hand. 

Requirements for the Hastings County 
Historical Society can be catalogued 
under four main headings: storage 
space, a reading room for researchers, 
staff work areas, and display space for 
programs and community history. It is 
intended that the new building on 
Church Street will address all of these 
requirements when the Society moves 
to this new location in 2011. 
 

Sharon’s presentation included an 
exquisite 1882 drawing of Church 
Street with women carrying parasols 
up the hill past the site of the Soci-
ety’s new location. Watch for it in a 
future issue of Outlook. 
- Bill Kennedy 
 

What Is An Archivist? 

Belleville archivist Sharon White, centre, is flanked by Wendy Rayson Kerr and Gerry 

Boyce on the left and Lesley Bell and Elizabeth Mitchell. They were among those 

attending Sharon’s recent presentation at the Belleville Public Library to learn what 

an archivist does and the importance of community archives. 

To Preserve and Provide  
Access are two Core  

Purposes of  Archives 
 

By Sharon White 
 

Two core purposes of archives are to 
preserve the archival materials and 
to provide access to them by making 
them available for research and view-
ing.  These two functions have to be 
balanced against each other.  The 
materials would last longer if they 
always rested quietly in a dark, cli-
mate-controlled environment, but 
there is no point in keeping them if 
they are never seen or used.  How do 
we manage this complementary ten-
sion between preservation and pro-
viding access? 
 
Archivists try to encourage use of the 
archival materials in their care, but 
under controlled circumstances.  
Most of the archival records are one-
of-a-kind and can never be replaced 
if damaged or lost, so visitors cannot 
browse the shelves or take materials 
home.  Archive facilities usually in-
clude a reading room with tables 
and chairs for the use of visitors.  The 
reading room will have catalogues 
and other finding aids for researchers 
to identify things relevant to their 
interests, and usually a computer and 
microfilm reader, but ideally the ar-
chival records will be stored in a 
separate space.  Reference staff – in 
our case, the Archive Angel volun-
teers – are available to assist re-
searchers, and they will retrieve items 
and bring them to the reading room.  
We ask researchers to handle the ma-
terials carefully, and to wear cotton 
Cont’d page 3 
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In 2009 the Belleville Armouries 
celebrated its 100th anniversary.  
The official grand opening took 
place on February 23, 1909. It is 
estimated that between three and 
four thousand people turned out for 
the event on what was reported to 
have been a cold and blustery winter 
night. Among the dignitaries present 
was former Prime Minister Sir 
MacKenzie Bowell. It had taken two 
years to construct the 4,095 square 
meter building at a cost of $135,500. 
In today’s terms that would translate 
into almost nine million dollars. It 
has been the site of overseas depar-
ture for thousands of soldiers  from 
World War I to Afghanistan. 
 
Lieutenant Colonels Bob Wigmore 
and Skip Simpson, who related the 
history of the Armoury at the Soci-
ety’s October meeting, both have 
extensive military backgrounds. Mr. 
Simpson fought in World War II and 
retired as Honourary Colonel of the 
Hastings and Prince Edward Regi-
ment. Mr. Wigmore, whose father 
also fought in World War II, has 
been in the military for twenty-nine 
years and served as commander of  

the Hastings and Prince Edward Regi-
ment from 2000 to 2003. 
 
The Armoury was constructed specifi-
cally for the 15th Regiment of the Ar-
gyll Light Infantry which originated in 
Belleville in 1863 and operated out of 
the Armoury until 1946. It included a 
rifle range and a bowling alley. In the 

Belleville Armouries Centenial 1909 - 2009  

This picture of the Belleville Armouries is taken from a postcard that was addressed to 

Miss Bessie Haudley of Rochester, New York. It is dated April 1910.      HC6296 

early 1900s the permanent force 
was around 3,000 men.  
 
The Armoury has been designated 
as a Heritage Building. Yearly 
maintenance costs, which are the 
responsibility of the Department 
of National Defence,  run between 
three and four hundred thousand 
dollars. Today it houses the Regi-
mental Museum and is the home 
of the local army and air force 
cadet corps. It contains one of 
only three statues of Queen Victo-
ria in existence, the other two be-
ing in England and Scotland. The 
sculptor was Princess Patricia, 
daughter of Queen Victoria. The 
Armoury is open to the public 
Tuesday and Wednesday after-
noons from 2 to 4 o’clock.           -

The Belleville Armouries celebrated its 

100th anniversary last year. Skip Simp-

son (left) and Bob Wigmore presented  

the story of its history at the Society’s 

October meeting.       Photo: Doug Knudson 

     
    Annual General Meeting 
 

The Society will hold its annual general 
meeting on Tuesday, January 18 at 7:30 
p.m. at the Quinte Living Centre.  Nomi-

nations for the Hastings County Historical 
Society executive are welcomed.  
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Nearly a century has passed since these WWI photographs were taken. They form part of the 

vast collection of photographs at the Hastings County Heritage Centre in Cannifton. In a line 

behind the soldiers can be seen war’s first tanks. There  was  no identifying information and no  
date  with  these photos. The troops appear to be either Canadian or British. Might any of them 
have passed through the Belleville Armouries on their way to the trenches? (see Armouries story 

on page 2). The Society will place a wreath at Belleville’s Cenotaph on November 11. 

Society will Place Wreath at Belleville  
Cenotaph on November 11 

Core Purposes 
Cont’d. from page 1 
 
gloves if they are looking at pho-
tographs.   
 
Except for the brief times when 
the items are being used, we try to 
store them in a secure place that 
will keep them safe for future gen-
erations.  We create a dedicated 
storage vault for them – a space 
with carefully controlled tempera-
ture and humidity, that is dark 
when not in use, has alarms for 
heat and smoke, a fire suppression 
system, and might have water sen-
sors.  We try to make a safe 
“micro-environment” for most of 
the materials by storing them in 
archival-quality boxes or contain-
ers.  The plans for our new Com-
munity Archives facility include a 
small reading room as well as a 
dedicated storage vault with com-
pact mobile shelving in order to 
hold as many boxes as possible in 
a safe, secure place. 
 
Archives also make microfilm or 
digital copies of the most com-
monly used materials, in order to 
promote wider availability while 
minimizing handling.  The His-
torical Society’s volunteers are 
starting a scanning program, so 
the images can be seen on com-
puters without disturbing the 
originals.   As well, we produce 
displays and presentations to pro-
mote understanding of the archival 
materials, and we write about 
them in our newsletters and other 
publications.  We want to encour-
age our community to know their 
heritage through its documentary 
history, while preserving the origi-
nal sources of the history for the 
future record.   
 

 

These photos were taken at the newly renovated Wellington County Archives in Fergus, 

Ontario. They show a reading room and a storage vault with mobile shelving. 

  Archives Are Forever 

MUSEUM TOUR      ☺ 
A tour of the Hastings and Prince Ed-
ward Museum at the Belleville Armour-
ies, corner of Bridge and Pinnacle 
Streets, has been arranged for Tuesday 
afternoon, November 23 at 1:30 p.m.  

Tour guide will be Captain Neil 
Smith who a few years ago made an 
excellent presentation to the Histori-
cal Society on WWII. The tour will 
take under an hour. Bill Hunt will be 
on hand to welcome you. Join us for 
an interesting look at history. 
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Following the Trail of  Belleville’s James B. Collip 
Co-discover of Insulin                     By George Pearce 

“Belleville’s Dr. Collip part of History” 
reads the title of an article by reporter 
Bill Hunt in the Intelligencer, February 
22, 1996. That year was the 75th anni-
versary of the medical research carried 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
o u t in To-

ronto that culminated in making insulin 
available to mankind.  
 

The story was based on discussions that 
took place between Belleville resident and  
retired  science teacher  Herschell Reilly 
Jr., and Mr. Hunt. These men, the writer is 
sad to say, both passed away some time 
ago. It is to be noted that they were both 
respected as credible, hard working indi-
viduals here in Belleville.  
 
The essential points of the article are that: 
• The finding, extraction, isolation and 

purification of insulin from animal 
pancreas structures in the 1921 - 1922 
research work at Toronto was a great 
achievement for which the Nobel 
Prize was awarded.  

 
• Unfortunately, two of the research 

workers involved in the project had 
their names omitted at the announce-
ment of the award. This has led to 
some ongoing confusion that medical 
historians and others who know full 
details of the project seek to address. 

 
When he was a child Herschell Reilly Jr’s. 
family enjoyed visits and dinners with the  

The house on the left side of this photo-

graph was once the home of James Bertram 

Collip and his parents and grandparents. At  

one point in time all of them lived there to-

gether. The road in the foreground is Airport 

Parkway near the corner of Elmwood Drive. 

Dr. George Pearce addressing Historical 

Society volunteers on his James B. Collip 

research during a Society workshop. 

Collips. He learned the key 
role of Dr. Collip  among the 
four  insulin  project collabo-
rators, namely Banting, Best, 
Collip and Macleod. It was 
distressing for him to watch, 
over time, Collip’s role be-
come somewhat forgotten. 
Only Banting and Best seem 
to be remembered. 
 

As a Belleville teacher who 
has childhood memories of 
being in close touch with the 
James Bertram Collip family 
and learning of Collip’s role 
among the insulin collabora-
tors Reilly would want to see 
Collip receive the recognition 
that he feels is his due. 
 

Further, the fact that James 
Bertram Collip was born and 
raised here in Thurlow 
Township and Belleville is 
knowledge in which we 
should take pride.  
 

This series of articles in Out-
look is dedicated to develop-
ing a fair and just version of 
a story that has need of retell-
ing. Prior to the availability 
of insulin, Type 1 diabetes 
mellitus was a universally 
fatal disease of younger per-
sons.  
 

Insulin is not a cure but a 
treatment, which enables 
people suffering from diabe-
tes mellitus to manage a 
“near to normal life.” 
 

The writer has a very active 
and productive friend who, in 
his youth, was diagnosed 
with diabetes mellitus and 
who has continued on now 
some further fifty-six years 
since insulin was first pre-
scribed for him.  
 

The writer wishes to express 
his gratitude to reporter Bill 
Hunt, teacher Hershell Reilly 
and the Belleville Public Li-
brary. 
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Honouring Our Aboriginal Roots  
Yesterday, Today &Tomorrow 

“Honouring Our Aboriginal 
Roots ~ Yesterday, Today 
and Tomorrow” was the 
theme of St Theresa Catholic 
High School’s presentation on 
October 28th. The images 
shown above were painted by 
students and represent various 

aspects of aboriginal culture. Black and white reproduc-
tion does not do justice to the  vivid colours (blue, gold, 
green, red) used by the artists.  
 
Dave Mowat (above) of the Alderville First Nation was 
one of the exhibitors along with the Historical Society. 
The trophy he holds in his hands is his great-grandfather’s 

who competed in the 1908 London, England Olympics 
marathon. The trophy is from an earlier run in Canada. 
 
Guest speaker for the event was Randy Martin who 
worked for twenty years with the Congress for Aborigi-
nal People, which was founded in 1971. The aim of 
CAP, said Martin in his address to students, is to deter-
mine who we are, how we came into being, what we are 
about and where we are going. CAP represents the 
rights of reserve, off reserve, status and non-status peo-
ple and Métis living in rural and remote areas. CAP 
looks at the problems we face, he said, and works with 
the federal government in trying to solve them. The or-
ganization is recognized by the United Nations.  
 
“Persistence is needed to achieve your goals,” said Mar-
tin. “To know where you are going you need to know 
where you came from. If you don’t know where you’re 
going any path will take you there.” 

         Dave Mowat 
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East Bridge Street looking west from Bleeker Avenue in the 

days before the word “traffic” had been invented. No cars, no 

Getting Connected 
 

The other week we had seven people 
working on computers connected to the 
Society’s network at the Heritage Cen-
tre. That’s great (and a real change in 
the last six months) when volunteers 
like the ones on page 8 can work on 
machines that are set up in ways they 
like, rather than the “generic” set-up on 
the Society’s three machines.  
 
But it is important that you check with 
Sharon or me before you start connect-
ing. To protect everyone we do like to  

make sure that you do have anti-virus 
software and know where things are 
on the network. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We have a new web site designed and 
hope to install it and have it operating 
in November. So if you have any 
ideas or suggestions please let us 
know. 
                                    -Nick White 

horses and wagons, no pedestrians. Just tracks in the dirt. 

One can only imagine how quiet the mornings must have been. 

Tell Your Story! 
 

Outlook would like to hear from 
you. Do you have a story to tell 
about the “old days” in Belleville 
and Hastings County? Maybe you 
know about Heman Towns pic-
tured on page 7 (or his brother). 
Do you have a relative who 
logged with horses in the bush 
way back when or an uncle who 
served in the Great War and left 
an account of his life in the 
trenches as did Belleville resident 
Garn Dobbs? We know there is 
many an untold tale out there!  
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Left Foot, Right Foot? 
 

This undated photograph (left) from the Hastings Heritage collection is 
titled Heman (not Herman) Towns and Wife - an old jester. Heman was 
a cook in a lumber camp, possibly around Bangor. 
 

One of his many stories was that he received a terrible cut with a broad 
axe at a lumber camp. He took off one boot to show the scar, but not 
finding said it must be on the other foot. When not found there either 
he said, “It must have been my brother Wyman’s foot.” He was an old 
jester.  
 

Photo courtesy of Fred Richter. 

The identification with the above photograph in the Heritage Centre archives 

says only “John Stringer’s bush work near Whitney (Ontario), 1906.” Whitney 

lies on the eastern perimeter of Algonquin Park where logging was big busi-

ness at the turn of the last century.                                                HC2056                                             

    Winter Logging in the Bush and “The Old Jester,” Heman Towns  

Lumber camp cook Heman Towns and his wife. 

Towns was known as “the old jester.” 



NEXT MEETING  
 
 
 

Tuesday, November 16, 2010 
 

Speaker 
Dave Little  

 
 

Topic 
O’Hara Mill 

 

 
Monthly meetings start at 7:30 and are held in 

the Auditorium of the Quinte Living  
Centre, 370 Front Street, Belleville 

 

DEADLINE FOR MATERIAL FOR OCTOBER   
ISSUE OF OUTLOOK IS OCTOBER 28, 2010 

 
 

Hastings County Historical Society Directors 
 
President    Orland French 
Vice-President    Dick Hughes 
Treasurer    Mike Shaw 
Secretary    Diane Sule 
Membership & Outlook Distribution Vera Morton 
Photo Collections Manager &  Mary Jane Throop 
   Workshops Leader 
Publicity    Bruce Bedell  
Outlook Editor    Bill Kennedy 
 

HCHS Website   www.hastingshistory.ca 
Heritage Centre Phone No.         613-962-1110 
 
 

Hastings County Historical Society is based at the old town-
ship office in Cannifton. Please address mail to General 

Delivery, Cannifton, ON, K0K 2K0. Outlook is published 
in January, February, March, April, May, September, Octo-
ber and November for the friends and members of the Hast-
ings County Historical Society. The editor, Bill Kennedy, 

can be reached at 613-962-5991, or e-mail  
<kennedypec@hotmail.com> 
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HCHS  MEMBER  ADDRESS 

Heritage Centre Volunteers Working Diligently to Preserve Our History 

Heritage Centre volunteers 

(clockwise) Donna Fano, 

Mary Jane Throop and 

Elizabeth Mitchell are seen 

here preparing displays and 

cataloguing archival mate-

rial. 


