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The Newsletter of THE HASTINGS COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

April 1, 1987

P.O. BOX 1418 - BELLEVILLE, ONTARIO
K8n 5J1

1. A cordial invitation to 
our members and friends 
to attend the GENERAL 
MEETING on Tuesday, the 
21st of April. We’ll 
be featuring CENTRE 
HASTINGS and welcoming 
two guest speakers.
DAVID KING, General 
Manage r/Secretary- 
Treasurer of the MOIRA 
RIVER CONSERVATION 
AUTHORITY, will bring 
us up to date on the 
status of the historic 
O’HARA PROPERTY, north
west of the village of Madoc, and outline possible plans for the 
future development of the site. A consultant's report last summer 
highlighted the importance of this pioneer complex and attracted 
considerable attention in the press. Shown above is a view of 
the mill, during the process of restoration in the 1950's.
Also on April 21, CLYDE BELL will be speaking briefly on the 
TWEED NEWS, currently celebrating a century of service. Clyde 
is well known through the area for his writing, broadcasting, 
and other activities. He has been an active worker with local 
historical societies and museums for many years and has served 
as a director of our Society. Clyde is shown (at left) on July 8,

1984, on the occasion of the plaque 
dedication to writer Merrill Denison.
We hope that many of our readers will 
be at the QUINTE LIVING CENTRE, 370 
Front Street, on Tuesday, April 21, 
to hear David King and Clyde Bell. 
There will be displays, coffee, and 
a social half-hour at 7:30 P.M., 
with the meeting beginning at 8 P.M.
2. Our March meeting featured under

water archaeology as KEN MULLINGS 
delighted more than 60 members and 
friends of the Society with an 
excellent illustrated talk on Save 
Ontario Shipwrecks (SOS) and the 
Cedardale East Wreck near Presqu'ile.

Saving old shipwrecks as “time capsules
By JULIA ASHBERRY 

Staff Reporter

Shipwrecks are time capsules of 
our past, says part-time marine ar
cheologist Ken Mullings.

And an effective preservative for 
these historical treasure troves has 
been the cold, dark, fresh water of 
the Great Lakes, adds Mullings, a 
resident of Trenton.

But the value of Ontario’s under
water time capsules has diminished 
in recent decades, as a result of the 
work of marine scavengers -of the 
human species, says Mullings, 
chairman of Save Ontario Ship
wrecks’ Quinte Chapter.

The local group is one of 14 
province-wide chapters of Save On-4 
tario Shipwrecks (SOS), the seven- 
year-old organization devoted to the 

reservation of Ontario’s marine 
eritage.

Mullings, guest speaker at Tues
day’s meeting of the Hastings Coun
ty Historical Society, said many On
tario shipwrecks have been pillaged 
by divers who, in the past two 
decades, developed a “finders- 
keepers attitude” to relics in and 
around sunken vessels. V

But co-ordinated efforts by those 
concerned about threatened marine 
history, led to the recent establish
ment of groups including SOS and 
the Kingston-based Preserve Our 
Shipwrecks.

Started by a group of divers in the 
Toronto area, in 1980, SOS is 
dedicated to increasing public 
awareness and appreciation of On
tario’s marine heritage. Members 
survey and document wrecks in the 
province’s lakes and rivers. They 
also assist museums and public ar
chives with Information and display
ing artifacts —

of past eras
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3. Other news from the March meeting - ELAINE PRESTON reported on 
the Society's success in working with other heritage groups to 
convince Belleville City Council to seek proposals for the 
development of the former Cablevue Building across from City 
Hall . . .  MARY McCONNELL spoke of election corruption and budget matters that were in the news exactly 100 years ago . . .
KEN MULLINGS and MIKE PAPPER of SOS arranged an interesting 
display of equipment associated with underwater archaeology . . . 
PAUL ZANDBERGEN for identifying the 0UTL#§K puzzle as "Underwater 
Archaeology" earned a prize; he'll receive it in April . . .

4. NEWS in brief from the Society . . . the A.C.O. Walking Tour of 
Point Anne was a great success, thanks to tour organizer ALEX 
HERLOVITCH, researcher BILL DUFFY, and provider-of-the-Goad*s- 
Insurance-Atlas-Plans LOIS FOSTER; these plans indicated the 
functions of the various cement plant buildings in the early 
1900*s . . . Society workers SHIRLEY BIRCHARD and GEORGE SUPER 
will receive Volunteer Service Awards this spring from the 
Ontario Ministry of Citizenship and Culture . . . the Intell
is highlighting pictures from our archives, helping BETSY BOYCE 
and her committee to identify people and places . . . deadlines 
for our school art, historical research, and genealogical contests 
are rapidly approaching . . . the Bancroft Times introduced our 
adult writing competition in this way:"Nobody listening to that 
old story about Aunt Matilda and the oiglets? The Hastings County 
Historical Society will." . . . the same paper continues to print 
extracts from 19th century Bancroft papers; keep up the great 
work.1 . . .  it was good to see JIM MUSGROVE being interviewed 
by JUDIE PREECE on Cablevue about the history of Centennial 
Secondary School from 1966 to 1972, as part of the Potpourri 
series . . . Alderman STU MEEKS, chairman of the Moira River 
Conservation Authority, has raised an interesting possibility 
for the stone building on the site of the historic Meyer's 
Mill complex on Station Street: a public picnic shelter . . . 
a twentieth century John Meyers will preside over this year's edition of Belleville's Waterfront Festival; Bob Cook will play 
the role , . . May 1 is the deadline for entries in the Madoc 
Village flag design contest; let's hope the flag designers 
include reference to the village's interesting history . . .

5. A salute to JAMES E. POTTS, who qualifies as our most international 
member. A resident of Cuernavaca, Morelos, MEXICO, his membership 
cheque arrived in an envelope postmarked Washington, D.C., U.S.A., 
carrying a New Hampshire address; the cheque was drawn on a
bank in Stirling, Ontario, CANADA.

6. We are invited to help the Lennox and Addington 
Historical Society celebrate its 80th birthday 
at an Anniversary Dinner being held on Saturday,
May 2, at Jean Johnson's Banquet Hall on Dairy 
Avenue in Napanee. A social half-hour begins at 
6:30 with dinner at 7 P.M. Speaker will be 
BARBARA JEAN NEAL, Editor of City & Country Home.
For tickets [$10] contact the L&A County Museum 
at 354-3027.

7. An invitation from Cobourg to attend the Cobourg 
Sesquicentennial House Tour on Saturday, June 13, 
from 10 A.M. to 4 P.M., featuring 6 Cobourg 
century homes, 2 country homes, and Victoria Hall.
Tickets are $10. Contact Miriam Johnston [416-372-0419]'

Best wishes from the 
HASTINGS COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
P.0. Box 1418 
Belleville, Ontario 
K8N 5J1
Hope to see you at 
the April 21 
meeting . . .
DRAW QUESTION


