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Celebrating Belleville’s
Centennial as a City



July 1,1978 ...
Celebrating Belleville’s
Centennial as a City

Belleville's Centennial 
Also Belongs 
to the DOGS!
Part of the Homecoming)

MUTT SHOW
Enter your Favorite Mutt!

FRIDAY, AUG. 4th 
at the Market Square 

Select one of the following 
categories for your 'Mutt'

• Largest Dog
• Smallest Dog
• Smartest Dog

• Best Dressed Dog
• Most Obedient Dog
• Centennial Mascot



Celebrating Canada Day
Belleville, July 1, 2005

Visitors from Colonial Times participated in the 
Checkers Competition and recalled playing the 
game in earlier times.

The Tom Gavel Pavilion on West Zwick’s Island 
was the site of the Society’s extremely successful 
event.

The Picture Identification Clinic where visitors 
helped to identify many “unknown” individuals 
in the Society’s extensive Picture Collection

Two Society volunteers relaxing at the site.

Some of the volunteers and guests with Bruce 
Bedell, the Society’s Official Crier. The winner 
of the Canadian Confederation Checkers 
Challenge Competition was fifth from the left.

Society Crier Bruce Bedell and volunteer Bill 
Kennedy with the winner of the Checkers 
Competition (holding her Canada Day Prize 
Bag). To win the event she participated in 22 
games. The runners-up played 18 and 17 games.



Celebrating Canada Day
Belleville, July 1, 2005
The Hastings County Historical Society hosted the 
Canadian Confederation Checkers Challenge 
Competition (with 50 Checker boards and 
hundreds of participants), historical displays, and 
a Picture Identification Clinic

At eleven o’clock, Society Crier 
Bruce Bedell (a native of Sidney 
Township) announced the 
Official Opening of the Society’s 
Canadian Confederation Checkers 
Challenge Championship and 
other Society activities. His mother 
and father had been Society 
members some forty years earlier.

Some of the 24 Society volunteers who helped 
prepare and staff the Canada Day event. Here, a 
few days before the event, they are getting 
materials ready in the Society’s headquarters in 
the Hastings Heritage Centre (formerly the 
Thurlow Town Hall) in Cannifton.

Visitors from Colonial Times join Historical 
Society workers and puzzle over “Confederation 
and the Maple Leaf flag.

The Hon. James K. Bartieman, Lieutenant 
Governor of Ontario, (left) was presented with a 
special certificate by Orland French, President of 
the Hastings County Historical Society, after 
participating in the Society’s Canadian 
Confederation Checkers Challenge Competition. 
At right, he departs the Tom Gavey Pavilion.



WELCOME 
BACK 

HOMECOMERS!
HOMECOMING WEEK 

JULY 30 - AUG. 7

This is Belleville 
"Canada's Friendliest City" 

and home of these 
friendly businesses!



Celebrating 
Canada Day 
at Belleville 2006

As part of the Checkers Competition, Society 
Heritage Advisor Gerry Boyce challenged 
Belleville Mayor Mary-Anne Sills to a game.

Checkers 
anyone?

Checkers 
anyone?



Celebrating Canada Day 
with the Hastings County 
Historical Society on July 1, 
2005 and 2006

Some of the 24 Society volunteers who helped 
prepare and staff the 2005 Canada Day event. 
Here, a few days before the event, they are getting 
materials ready in the Society’s headquarters in 
the Hastings Heritage Centre (formerly the 
Thurlow Town Hall) in Cannifton.

Standing (left to right): Mary Jane Throop, Adele Dibbcn, Katharine 
Mills. Bill Kennedy, Luella Parkhurst, Marney Black, Diane Sule

Seated (left to right): Marion Fisher, Mary McConnell
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Advance publicity in the local press, June 30,2005



Other July 1st Celebrations
Courtesy the Quinte Weekly News Collection in the 
Hastings Heritage Centre



The Queen of Canada at the time that 
the Dominion of Canada was created.



July 1,1878...
Celebrating Belleville’s
New Status as a City



Stereopticon view 
of the Celebration 
of July 1,1878 
and enlargement
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July 1,1878 ...
Celebrating Belleville’s
New Status as a City
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July 1,1878 ...
Celebrating Belleville’s
New Status as a City

GRAND

Celebration I
Inauguration of tho

CITY of BELLEVILLE

IPROCRAMME
OF

FISEW0M3
1. Ma BOH...,........" Belphegor,”................ llrupan.

1. Roval Salute of 21 Maroons.
2. Balloon A seen I with Signal Lights.
S- Pig and Elephant Race.
4. Flight,uf Rockets with Silver Rain.

3. Valsf............•• Fleur■ d* Alsace,”........... Etfincr.

6. Illumination of the whole of the grounds with 
Bangui lights.

6. Grand Shell with Gold Rain.
7. Mine of Saussions.
8. Grand Piec*. representing a Fan with Star

and Ruso Wheel m centre.
3. Selection.............. •• Montana,"............... WaUacc.

9. Balloon Ascent discharging Fireworks.
10. illumination of Bengal Lights.
IL Flight of French Asteroid Rockets.
12. Royal Shell, Bed, While and Blue.
>3. Flight of Chinese Tourbillions.
14. Roc sets, various,
15. Monster Balloon Ascent, with Fireworks and 

Hollo.
4. Polka........" Bella Etoile,”.........Hlancmtlar.

16. Flight of a Fiery Pigeon.
17. #el Piece Spiral Wheel in Lance Work, all 

colors.
IA Descent nf ?he great Comet.

5. Value..............1 Blue Danube,”............... Slruuu.

19 J Args Cnhoin Shell.

JT. - riiiht uriiljiiWt!"’"11
22. Flight of Toarbillions.
23. Grand Representation of Niagara Falls, 

giving every shade of the water as it tails 
over, and being the largest ever given in 
tho Dominion.

(1
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Dominion Day, 1878,

The inauguration will commence with a

Grand Procession
Consisting of Military (the 15th and 40lh 

Battalions,) about 500 Firemen, with their res
pective Bands, also the Tradoameu of the City, 
representing the different branches of industry 
in full opera lion, and the Citizens in 
carriages. The procession in form al 
the City Hall at 10 o’clock in tlie 
murning, and hoadol by Um» Military and Odd
fallows’ Banda, will proceed through llw princi- 
pal streets of the City to tho

Agricultural Grounds.

$500 ALL CASH PRIZES
At the hour of job o’clock, the following Pro

gramme of Athletic Spurts and Caledonian Games 
will be proceeded with nndar the able manage
ment oi Chief Hugh McKinnon who won the 
Great Athletic Championship al the lulenial- 
iouai contest in Philadelphia, iu 1876. Id these 
games the moat noted Athletes on the Conti
nent will take part. Open lo all comers.

List of Gamns aud Prison Offered for Com
petition.

2Z"2?TI0N OP GAMES lai.3d-8d 
Putting the Heavy Slone, 91 lbs. 9105542 
Pulling the Light Mimm . 14 lbs. 10 5 9 
Standing Juuipr 10 5 2
Had of Tulin. ..in HtgUla I Costume 1069. 
Short Kaos. K 
Vaulting with

DESCRIPTION OF 
1

|S
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6. Quadbillk.." Izk rues de Paris,"... AT. Xeker.

24. Flight of Roc kola.
25. Grand Shell, representing Peacock's Plume 

in tho air.
26. Nesi of Serpents.
27. Grand Set Piece Maltese Cross.

7. Selection..." Pool and Peasant,"... A*. Mack.

2R. Flight of Tourbillions.
29. Rockets with Floating Stars.
30. Shell with ILd and Amber.
81. Mine of Crackers.
32. Shell with Silver Stars.
33. Grand Fountain.
84. Flight of Rockets.
35. Horizontal Wheel, very flue.

8. Valbe......... 11 Sparkling Gam*," ...GruntoaU.

86. Flight of Rockets.
37. Shell, all colors.
38. Mine of Snakes.
39. Rockets, all colors.
40. Double Revolving Piece, very One.

9. Quick Stefs..." Weiher Iad<I ".........FauM

-

41. Illumination of the trees.
42. Rockets with Mauve Stars.
43. Grand Shell with Mauve Stars.
44. Tree Piece of Colored Garbs.

5
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10. Galop France,”.............J. Hemnb.

46. GRAND CONCLUDING Pl BCE, so much 
admired at tike display before Her Majesty 
al Windsor,*commencihg with Doable Ver
tical Wheels, richly colored, changing to 
eight smaller ditto, marked with ail colors 

VcW known io art; finishing with a grand Octa- 
4kA# E°n Figure in fixed cases, reported. Daring

this beautiful piece the “Cour De Maim" 
will lake fdere, consisting of Batteries of 
Roman Candles, Mines, Saucisons, Rockets, 
SMlli and Maroom.

4

10 5 2 
10 5 2 
10 5 2 

m>4 jump, 10 6 9 
»ftrwmd <*nstumu, 

106 2 
tap. 10 6 9
Mp. 10 53

■Any and Reel.10 6 9 
10 6 2 
10 6 9 
16 5 9 
106 9 
10 6 9 
105 2 
10 6 9 
10 6 9 
10 6 9 
10 6 9

b.

One Mile Rare.
Bert Dmueil Highlander, 
Walking Mutch, one Milo 
Highland Fling, in Costume, 
Throwing tho Heavy Hammer, 
Throwing the Light Hammer 
Race, 440 yards 
Tossing the Cakr,

20
91
92
23 Bagpipe Playing Pibroch and March,10 5 9
94 Thrreaom« Reel, (3 Hand Ileal,) 10 6 2
25 “ ' ~
96
37

Hack Race, 10 5 2
Quoits, outside tho Ring, 10 5 2
Boys* Race, 14 years ami under 150 yards, 

632

Reductions:—!. The Rules of the North 
American United Caledonian Association will 
govern nil frames and competitions. 1. No poi
son allowed inside tho Hing except competitors 
mumbon of the prrxj, and judges. H. Com
petitors will make their entries with the 
Secretary on the grounds ; Four Entries in each 
gama nr no oomputitiou. 4. Lail Entry to 
load off. 6. An entrnne.' fee of 36 cents will Im 
rhtrgol fur each game.

Torch Light Procession?
A Grand Torch Light Procession of the Fire

man will lake place from tho City Hall, ai E7 
hour of 8 o’clock, proceeding through Ik dif
ferent streets of the City, thence to the 
Agricultural (Jrounds, where Prof. Hand, from 
Hamilton, will proceed with his Brilliant

DISPLAY OF FIREWORKS
He is co nd dared to bo the best PyroUchnis 

Artist in lh« Ikuninion.

Grand Concluding Scene I
Being 20 foot in diameter, and the same as shown by 
Prof? Hand before His Excellency the Governor- 
General nt St. Catherines, end the largest ever 
shown io the Dominion, consisting of six largo Stan 
in I .a neo Work, with Six Revolving Saxons, colored, 
and twety-eighl Monster Gerbs. Io the center of 
this beautiful piece will appear the

Royal Coat of Arms
and God Save the Queen.

“ GOD SAVE THE QUEEN.”

A Civic Banquet
will toko place nt 0 o’clock, p. m.

lUfreuhment* may bo procured no the 
Grounds from 19 o’clock to I p, n. 8p»*mal 
arrangements have Ixwu made with the O- T. 
Railway for Single Faro caaA and west for 
that day, and BUamboaU al Excursion ratru. 
Entrance to Grounds 95els.; Children lOots. 
Entrance So Grounds, Fireworks, 15 rta.; 
Children lOcU.

ALEX. ROBERTSON,
Matob

D. B. ROBERTSON,
MORGAN JELLETT, Hun. Berrctary. 

Hou. Treasurer. I



Celebrating 
Canada Day 
at Belleville 2006

At eleven o’clock on July 1,2006, Society Crier 
Bruce Bedell (a native of Sidney Township) and 
his grandchildren announced the Official Opening 
of the Canadian Confederation Checkers 
Challenge Championship and other Society 
activities.



Winners in 
Canadian 
Confederation 
Checkers 
Challenge 
Contest 
July 1, 2006

More than 200 players from as 
far away as Oshawa, Toronto 
and Windsor participated in 
the 2006 Checkers Competition.

Some of the prize winners, participants and 
volunteers including (left to right): Dennis 
Thompson (2nd prize), Mary Jane Throop, Susan 
Lappan, Josh Bly (1“ prize), Bill Kennedy, Barb 
Throop and Allen Montgomery

Winners present at 7 p.m. included (left 
to right): Stephen Lefebvre (4th) and Josh 
Bly (1st) of Belleville and Dennis 
Thompson (2nd) of Madoc. Prizes were 
from the Hastings County Historical 
Society and Pinnacle Music Studios.


