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GREETINGS

LETTER FROM FORMER TEACHER OF BETHANY

It is more than sixty years since I taught at Bethany 
and you will realize I am no longer taking an active part 
in any outside activities.

I still remember that everyone was very kind to me 
and made my year at Bethany most pleasant. I was greatly 
pleased/ when a few weeks ago one of my first pupils came 
to call on me for a word of greeting.

I sincerely hope that your day together will be an 
outstanding success.

Yours truly, 
Bessie E. Gay.

Centuries of history have borne witness to the truth that the foundation of 
a country's success and national greatness must be laid upon the completeness and 
efficiency of the educational institutions of that country. We find that education 
and integrity go hand'in hand with national prosperity and power, not as a result 
but as a cause, and that those nations which have devoted themselves most assid
uously to excellence in the arts and sciences have achieved for themselves great
ness and respect among other nations of the earth, just as learning gives one in
dividual an advantage over his less educated fellows.

At this time we wish to remember the outstanding achievement of pupils 
of the Bethany School who have distinguished themselves over the years, and the 
great contribution made by the school trustees and hard-working teachers. It may 
be significant, in this year when the school is celebrating its own hundredth birth
day, that legislation has been passed which represents another milestone in the 
advancement of our educational system.

To-day we wish to acknowledge publicly the contribution over the past 
one hundred years made on behalf of the children of this school section by the 
many trustees, teachers and interested ratepayers.

William G. Davis
Minister of Education for Ontario.

As Reeve of Thurlow Township and on behalf of our Township Council 
it is a pleasure for me to voice our congratulations to Bethany School Section No. 
7 on celebrating their Centennial this year. This is a very notable achievement 
and we are sure that this school has stood as a mark of enterprise and has rendered 
this community a very valuable service over the years. This building has fulfilled 
its purpose well and may it continue to serve this community as an education centre 
for those who will in the future require its facilities.

Clayton Hall

It is a pleasure for me to extend sincerest congratulations to everyone in 
School Section No. 7 Thurlow ( Bethany ) on this historic occasion. ] wish to 
pay tribute to those who have served so faithfully as trustees and through whose 
interest and efforts a high calibre of educational opportunity has been provided. 
Recognition is also deserved by those many students who have attended over the 
years. I am sure that the devotion with which your many capable teachers have 
served during the past century has, in the words of an Ontario Educator, molded 
citizens who are "privately happy and publicly useful."

R. A. Dunsmore,
Inspector of Public Schools, 
Hastings ^2, Prince Edward ^2.

THOSE WHO SERVED IN TWO WARS 1914 -1918 1939 -1945 and KOREA

Lyle Walker, Wilbert Wannamaker, George Wilson, Charles Wilson, Arthur 
Tweedy, Leo O'Carrol, Jim McAfrey, Leonard McAffey, Carman Clapp, Jack 
McPherson, Edward Sherwin, Stan Sherwin, Karl Phillips, Gerald Seeley, 
Charles Scott, Guy Bradshaw, Frank Whitney, Bob Beverly.
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Historical Background 

Of Thurlow Township And 

Surrounding Area
Very little is known of the Moira region before the coming of the white men 

and the French also have left few records. The neighborhood of the Bay of Quinte was 
known to the French from the time of Champlain’s visit in 1615 and was 
frequented by them at intervals during the remainder of the century. The French 
must have explored the region fairly thoroughly and ascended the Moira River, 
for the river and one of the lakes appear on some early maps.

After 1700 the area was part of the territory of the Missassauga tribes of the 
Ojibway Indians. The Mississaugas had a camping place on the east bank near 
the river’s mouth, and a burial ground not far off. During the first 30 years of 
settlement much of the present site of Belleville was reserved for these Indians, The 
Missassaugas sold the lands between the Gananoque and the Trent to the British by 
treaty in 1783. In 1784 a large tract west of the Napanee was granted to a band of 
Mohawk Indians. The original grant included parts of Tyendinaga and Hungerford 
Townships. This section of their grant was used by the Mohawks for hunting only, 
and in 1820 was sold to the Government and opened for settlement.

During the Revolutionary War in what is now the United States, the posts 
in Upper Canada were garrisoned chiefly by detachments from units recruited among 
the loyal inhabitants of the colonies and usually called the “Provincial Regiments”. 
Even before the Provisional Treaty of 1783 plans had been made to settle the mem
bers of these corps on the shores of Lake Ontario, and after the peace the arrange
ments were put into effect as quickly as possible.

Ten townships were set up on the shores of the Bay of Quinte and the various 
companies were settled with their officers in separate townships. By the time 
grants were being made in the Eighth and Ninth Townships, (Sidney and Thurlow), 
however, the companies had been provided for. Officers and non-commissioned 
officers were consequently allowed to take part of their “additional lands” in the 
first concessions of these townships and sometimes to acquire two contiguous 200- 
acre lots. Of the four or five Loyalists who established themselves near the Moira 
in 1784, only Alexander Chisholm and Captain George Singleton are likely to have 
had their houses close to the river. Captain Singleton and his brother-in-law Lieu
tenant Israel Ferguson opened a trading post, probably on the site of what is now 
the main business section of the City of Belleville.

The Township of Thurlow was surveyed in 1787 and a number of new grants 
were made in 1788, but no new settlers seemed to have arrived until the following 
year. In the meantime the drought and famine of 1788-89 had caused great suffer
ing to the Quinte settlers. In 1789 about 50 people crossed over from Prince 
Edward County to settle in Thurlow, most of them going up the river to the 
neighborhood of Foxboro. They formed a compact settlement and were for some 
time cut off from the “front” by the lack of roads.

One of the first mills on the Moira was built about 1790, by Captain John 
Walden Meyers. Meyers was an active and intelligent Loyalist from the New York 
colony who made a reputation as a British ‘ intelligence” agent during the war. 
He had settled on a large grant on the front of Sidney Township, but was in 
search of a good “millseat” so moved to Thurlow and built a sawmill and then a 
grist mill on property acquired from a John Taylor. The mills were for five years 
the only ones between the Napanee and the Don rivers, and settlers came to them 
from as far off as Port Hope. By 1794 Meyers was in a position to build himself 

one of the first brick houses in the Province. A tavern and a store had been opened 
at the landing and a wagon road cut to the mills. “Singleton’s River” was now 
known as “Meyer’s Creek” and a village of the same name began to grow up at 
the landing.

For some time after 1800 there were no settlers outside Sidney and Thurlow 
Townships. The fronts of these townships, however, were gradually filling up and 
two more mills were built above Belleville before 1812 (Reed’s at Corbyville, and 
Canniff’s).

A Government highway from York to Kingston had been opened in 1800, 
passing through Prince Edward County. A track had already been cut from the 
Trent to the Moira but there was none for 15 miles east of Thurlow Township. The 
Government refused the request of the inhabitants that a branch of the highway 
should be opened through the Mohawk tract. However, the Moira was bridged in 
1804 and a road opened to the east about the same time by statute labour. In 1807 
this was made part of Dundas Street and became the main highway from York to 
Kingston. The road was still very primitive and most travel continued to be by 
water. The roads into the interior at this time were bush trails hardly passable 
for wagons.

The war of 1812-15 had little effect on the inhabitants of the Moira region. The 
district was not invaded and the militia was only employed on transport service 
and garrison duty at Kingston. The heavy demands for food and forage for the 
army resulted in very high prices and sometimes caused scarcity. Farmers, millers 
and distillers inevitably benefited from this favourable market for their produce, 
and in many ways the war was a stimulus to the development of the Province.

After the peace of 1815 emigrants from the British Isles and from Europe began 
to come to Upper Canada in increasing numbers. Hithe,to the settlers in the Bay 
of Quinte area had been largely of Loyalist or American origin. The southern 
parts of Thurlow were now well settled, but the back concessions were more 
sparsely inhabited and much of the land was held by absentees or as reserves. The 
other townships with the exception of Sidney and Thurlow were almost entirely un
developed. The northern parts of Thurlow were not considered to be well settled 
until 1836.

Dundas Street was re-organized throughout its length in 1814-16 and was 
made passable for vehicles in every part. The first regular stage line between 
Kingston and York began to run in 1817. Coaches only ran in winter, with one 
coach a week each way, taking from two to four days for the trip. The number 
of coaches was gradually increased and the time cut down until, after 1830, Weller’s 
coaches were leaving York and Kingston five days a week all year round and arriving 
the following day. The state of the roads had been slightly improved, but they were 
still extremely bad during most of the year and travel was slow and exhausting.

Many of the chief roads now in use had been opened by 1836. The most 
important after the Kingston Road was that from Belleville to “Selden’s Mills” or 
“Rawdon” (Stirling). The road up the east bank of the Moira River extended 
as far as “Munroe’s Mills” (Tweed), with a branch leading from near Thrashers* 
Corners to the east end of Stoco Lake. From these roads others branched off to 
serve the settled parts of the townships.

Except for the Kingston Road and possibly the Rawdon Road, all these roads 
were kept up by statute labour, supervised by elected officials responsible to 
magistrates. The system was unsatisfactory and the roads were at best only dirt roads, 
with corduroy in the wet places.

The number of mills on the Moira River was increasing rapidly between 1816 
and 183t>. In 1817 there were three or four grist mills in Thurlow, about twice as 
many sawmills and two wool-carding mills. In 1836 the township contained nine 
grist mills and 12 sawmills, including those at Belleville.
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In 1816 a town plot was laid out of about 150 acres and was named Belleville 
in honour of the wife of Governor Gore. The Town of Belleville had about 150 
inhabitants in 1818, and grew slowly until after 1825, but developed much more 
rapidly during the next 10 years. The development of the lumber trade brought 
about a boom in the early thirties. The population rose to between 1,700 and 1,800 
by 1836. Most of the timber cut and floated down the Moira River however, was 
exported without being sawed, the squared timber going to Quebec and many 
sawlogs to Rochester, N.Y. Belleville was incorporated as a Police Village in 1836.

The later 1830’s were a period of disturbance and depression in Upper Canada. 
The rate of immigration decliried for a time; markets were bad and political unrest 
discouraged investors. Settlement of the Bay of Quinte area went on without serious 
setback, but the economic development of the region was much slower between 
1836 and 1846. As the decade of the forties advanced the number of immigrants into 
Upper Canada increased once more and the Province entered a period of agricul
tural prosperity which was to continue for more than 20 years. Settlement of 
Thurlow Township may be said to have been completed by 1855.

About 1845 a movement of road improvement was begun in Upper Canada and 
this continued through the fifties. Some main highways were macadamized and 
others planked. This was begun by the Government, but in 1849 an act permitted 
selling roads to Road Companies which built and maintained the road in return for 
the right to collect tolls. The road from Belleville to Cannifton was planked before 
1850 and in that year the Sidney, Rawdon and Victoria Road Company undertook 
to extend this road to Stirling, completing it in 1851, but plank roads in the area 
were not common and were soon given up. Other roads were improved with 
gravel and travel in the ’fifties became reasonably quick and comfortable in good 
weather. A stage line was running from Belleville to Stirling in 1851 and others to 
Madoc and Tweed were started by 1856. The tolls charged by the government 
(sometimes through contractors) and by all road companies, were unpopular. 
Some toll houses in this area were burned, in the 1840’s. Toll roads did not 
survive very long in Hastings County, and before 1877 all roads were free and 
reported in good condition. Traffic from the north still reached Belleville by the 
system of main roads which united at Cannifton.

After the mining boom of 1867-71 a railway was begun to connect Belleville 
and Stirling, but this was not completed until after 1876.

“Town Meetings” had been held in the townships from the early days of 
settlement and were made legal by statute in 1793. At these meetings the free
holders and householders elected township officers, but the real control of township 
affairs was in the hands of the appointed Justices of the Peace until after 1841. 
Then powers and duties of the magistrates with regard to local administration were 
transferred to the District Councils. The Municipal Act of 1849 set up the 
present system and the Districts were abolished. The County of Hastings had been 
constituted in 1792 as the unit of representation in Parliament and of Militia organ
izations. Until 1838 it formed part of the Midland District, Kingston being the 
District Town. Hastings County was then separated from the Midland District to 
form the Victoria District, with headquarters at Belleville, until the abolition of 
Districts in 1849. Thurlow Township was incorporated in its present form in 1850.

Though schools were set up in the Quinte region soon after the first settlement, 
public education received very limited financial help from the Government until 
after 1841. In 1831 there were only 12 common schools and one grammar school 
in the five counties of the Midland District. When the Victoria District was set 
up in 1838 a grammar school was opened at Belleville and the number of common 
schools was slightly greater, but schools remained few until after the reforms of 
1841. In 1846 the present public school system was introduced and primary educa
tion became free and compulsory for all.
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The rapid increase in the number of common schools in the Victoria District 
during the 1840’s is an indication both of the effect of the reforms and of the rapid 
growth of the population. In 1845 there were already 55 common schools in the 
country and by 1849 the number had increased to 113. After the grammar schools 
were brought into the new system in 1853, a grammar and model school were 
opened at Madoc for the northern part of the county. There had been no provision 
for the training of teachers until 1846, but after that date the standards of teaching 
and equipment were greatly improved and few important changes in the system were 
needed during the 19th century.

For Belleville and the adjoining Township of Thurlow the ’sixties and ’seventies 
were a period of prosperity and rapid growth. The railway, the growth of the dairy 
industry after 1866, and the mining boom of 1869-71 all added to the volume of 
business. The lumber trade, however, was still of overwhelming importance. Con
sequently when lumbering slackened about 1876, the prosperity of the area was 
seriously affected. The decline of flour milling and of the export trade in farm 
produce after 1880 also caused setbacks, but brewing, distilling and some other 
industries were growing in importance; the dairy industry brought a revival of 
agricultural prosperity and by 1890 there had been a large measure of recoverv. 
Many Cheese Factories were in operation at this time and the Quinte area became 
famous for its cheddar cheese, Malting Barley brought good prices from the Distilling 
Industry. This market ended when a high tariff was imposed on shipments of barley 
to the United States, and the production of barley declined. There was also a ready 
market for Hay as the motive power for most transportation was provided by horses. 
Also for the farmers in the Corbyville area the feeding of steers by the Corby 
Distillery absorbed all the surplus hay.

Conditions hove changed greatly in the first half of the twentieth century. 
Farming has become more specialized in many respects, with the production of 
whole milk for City dairies and the growing of canning and cash crops becoming 
of great importance. The Township has a well balanced economy consisting of 
Farms, Industrial and Residential properties. Several large plants are located in 
the township including those of the Canada Cement Co. at Point Anne, the H. 
Corby Distillery at Corbyville and the Black Diamond Cheese Company. We also 
have some important links passing through the township such as Cueens Highway 
401 directly south of farms of ratepayers in this community, with two pipe lines, 
the natural gas line supplying many important centres with natural gas, and the 
Trdns Canada pipe line supplying us with products such as stove oil, furnace oil , 
diesel and gasoline among others. These pipe lines cross these same farms. The 
rapid expanding of rural areas such as this one has brought many changes in this 
scenic area, homes and businesses coming to life everywhere. This progress can 
be appreciated, as prosperity prevails in this area. And a drive through this area 
proves this point. This itself should be a memorial as we 11 as a salute to our foun
ders and forefathers of this district.
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TEACHERS THAT TAUGHT SCHOOL AT S. S. NO. 7 THURLOW

1884 Carrie Huyck 1927 Mildred Heath
Minny Ryan 1923 Lorna Brown
Charley Dutton 1928 Mildred Bonter
Hyrem Lovelace 1929 Ariel Holbrook
Gess Robinson 1934-37
Joe Henderson Harry Faulkner
Miss Chatman 1938-40
Charles Clapp J. A. Patrick
Miss Sanderson 1940-41
Mr. Sanderson Helen Hall
Joe Henderson 1941-42
H. Wilson Helen Toms
Jennie McFarlane 1942-43
Hattie Gowsell Miss M. Donaldson
Bessie Faulkner 1943-44

1907 Marguerite Armstrong
Ethel Easton 1944-45
Annie R. McKenna Marion K. Main

1908-•12 1945-49
Alma Carpenter Cora Di er
B.M. Huff 1949-50

1912 E. J. Bishop Mr. Norris K. Drew
1914-■15 1950-51

B. Howard Iida M. Ketcheson
1915 M. W. Hughes 1951-54
1917-■18 Marjorie H. Ellerbeck

J. F. Sanderson 1954-58
1918-■20 Helen Barlow

R. A. Morton 1958-61
1920 Beatrice Goudge Mona Robinson
1921 C. F. Weaver 1961-64
1925 Martha Benedict Doris Hawley

S. S. NO. 7 BETHANY SCHOOL 
BUILT IN 1864

BETHANY UNITED CHURCH 1964
Formerly Methodist Church Built in 1866Page 8
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OLDEST HOME STILL STANDING AS ERECTED IN SCHOOL SECTION
BETHANY SCHOOL PICTURE 1912

Back Row: Left to Right: Fred Carscallen, Ray Lauchs, Harry Walker, Helen Carscaller 
Alma Badgley, Olive Walker, Mabel Latta, Myrtle O'Brien, Agnes Vilneff. Front Row 
Albert O'Brien, John Foote, Delbert Latta, Percy Badgley, Marshall Reed, Harold O'Bric 
Earl Latta, Frank Whitney, Edward Foote.

This house was built in 1837 by Samuel Ross. Still 
standing in its original structure it is now owned 
and occupied by Cecil Walker.

Front Row: Left to Right: Myrtle Brown, Hattie Clapp, name unknown, Teacher Sanderson 
Nancy Shaw, Viola Shaw, Second Row: Ethel Easton, George Easton, name unknown , 
John Shaw, name unknown, Alfred Tweedy, Harry Tweedy, Clapp Armintha, Grace Brown, 
Third Row: name unknown, name unknown, name unknown, Florence Mayse, Clare Mayse, 
Gilbert Clapp, Fred Brown, Frank Mayse.

BETHANY SCHOOL ABOUT 1936
Front Row: Donna Sills, Mary Hamilton, Arlie McPherson, Marilyn Eggleton, Elsie 
Walker, Frank Mayze, Second Row: Edna McPherson, Betty Tweedy, Fern Easton, 
Marjorie McPherson, Elsie Walker, Doris Wilson, Jos Osland, Madeline Mayze, 
Back Row: Bernice Robinson, Music Teacher.
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Front Row: Nancy Closson, Marilyn Eggleton, Janice Walker, Bonnie Cummins, Holly Walker, 
Marie Wilson, Joyce Christie, Stephen Harrison, Curt Closson, Dale Van, Second Row: John 
McNeil, Bill Harrison, John Eggleton, Gorden Harrison, Gary White, Ronald Cole, Ted 
McNeil, David Harrison, Douglas Eggleton, Monty Closson, Nancy Eggleton, Third Row: 
Marilyn Huffman, Mary McNeil, Donna Eggleton, Lynda Drinkwater, Ann Cummins, Carol 
Walker, Geneva Cole, Terry White, Ronnie Casey, Harvey Wilson, Donna Walker, Fourth 
Row: Howard Van, Stephen Martin, Greg McNeil, Linda Casey, Isabella Harrison, Carolyn 
Rupert, Dianne Tummon, Linda Martin, Nancy Christie, Bertha Zacharia, Teacher Mrs. Merle 
Robinson.



George Wilson, Ruth Casey, Charlie Mayze, FrancisO'Carroll, Eva Casey, Bob McPherson, 
Jean Molyneax, Agnes O'Carroll, Edith Walker, Mildred Tweedy, Bill Peck, Verna Van 
Volkenburg, Harry Van Volkenburg, Hazel Walker, Shirley Phillips.

1945

Front Row: Gardenia Cummins, Francis Kerr, Sheila Hamilton, Lewis Cummins, Second Row: 
Shirley Tweedy, Roslyn McAllister, Shirley O'Carrol, Helen Tweedy, Shirley Kerr, Joan Kerr, 
Bruce Walker, Gordon Miller, Ken Kerr, Bruce McPherson, John Beverley, Al Ian Rupert, Cecil 
Beverley, Back Row: Muriel Miller, Marilyn Eggleton, Elsie Walker, Art Hamilton, George 
Hamilton.

1939
Front Row: George Hamilton, Cecil Beverley, Frank Mayze, Arlie McPherson, Second Row: 
Elsie Walker, Marilyn Eggleton, Mary Hamilton, Edna McPherson, Donna Sills, BettTweedy, 
Third Row: Madeline Mayze, Doris Wilson, Phyllis Walker, Feme Easton, Joy Orland, Mar- 
jorie McPherson, Back Row: Arthur Hamilton, Robert Beverly, LeRoy Sills, Cecil Walker, 
Gerald Eggleton, Percy Walker.

1924
1-Wilson, 2—Phillips Shirley, 3-Waiker Edith, 4-Hazel Sherwin, 5-Eva Casey, 6-Tweedy, 
7-McPherson ( Gordon ), 8-Mary O'Brien, 9—Silvia Tidster, 10-Garnet Juby, 11-Jonathon 
Elliott, 12- Harry McPherson, 12-Robbie Easton, 14-Clayton Faul, 15-JosephO'Carroll, 16- 
Eldon Cox, 17 - Vincent O'Carroll.
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1963-64
Front Row: Bonnie Cummins, Roger Walker, Steven Harrison, Dale Tummon, Marilyn Eggleton, 
Joyce Christie, Billy Abrams, Jonie Brunsma, Glen Huffman, Second Row: Harvey Wilson, 
Janice Walker, Irene Abrams, Marilyn Huffman, Nancy Eggleton, Donna Eggleton, Marie 
Wilson, Carol Walker, Holly Walker, Third Row: Raymond Herrington, Geraldine Harrison , 
Armour Watson, Bonnie Beer, Donnie Clapp, Dale Wilson, Bobby Eggleton, Jean Christie, 
John Brunsma, Keven Pound, Back Row: Mrs. Hawley, Doug Eggleton, Ronnie Casey, John 
Eggleton, Billy Harrison, David Harrison, Donna Walker, Ann Cummins, Geneva Cole.



1911
Adam Easton, Elizabeth Easton, Frank Easton, Ethel Easton, Nina Denike, Anne Brown, Bessie 
Malin.

1924
Front Row: Neva Garrison, Isabel Brown, Ann Brown, Pearl Ketchepaw,Kathleen Bradshaw. 
Back Row: Thelma Clapp, Irene Cole, Mildred Hamilton, Edna Bradgley, Greta Bradshaw, 
Laura Faul.

1924
Shirley and Mildred Phillips, Reta Clarke, Edith Walker, Horace Casey, Eva Casey, Robbie 
Easton, Hazel Walker.

1924
Front Row: Mildred Phillips, Edith Walker, Shirley Phil I ips, Second Row: Mary O'Brian, Sy I via 
Lidster, Eva Casey,Hazel Sherwin,Agnes O'Carroll, Back Row: Gordon McPherson,Raymond 
Lidster.
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LEADER AND PUPILS OF S.S. NO. 7 and S.S. NO. 11 MISSION BAND 1940

Front Row: Howard Wilson, Isabella Harrison, Linda Clarke, Howard VanVolkenburg, Norma 
Cooney, Diane Tummon, Barbara Fraser, Stephen Martin, Second Row: John Berkhuizen , 
Rosemarie Clarke, Judy Urch, Shirley Wilson, Lois Easton, Ted Clarke, Ron Urch, Wayne 
McPherson, Third Row: Robert Easton, Wayne Tummon, David Cummins, Ralph Walker, 
Rosaline Boomhour, Carolyn Fraser, Vernon Boomhour, Roddy Clapp, Floyd VanVolkenburg, 
Fourth Row: Robert Cummins, Nancy Sills, Eric Cooney, Shirley Russell, David Martin, 
Irvin Fraser, Marvin VanVolkenburg.

1942

t Row: Shirley Tweedy, Patricia Walker, Grace Juby, Shirley O'Carrol, Second Row: 
; McPherson, Marilyn Eggleton, Elsie Walker, Donna Sills, Edna McPherson, Grace 
, Shirley O'Carrol, Third Row: Bill Woodcock, George Beer, Bruce McPherson, John 
irley, Percy Walker, Bruce Walker, Ross Woods, Cecil Beverley, Mavis Maynes, Standing 
Woodcock.

1942 - 1943
' Row: Francis Kerr, Second Row: Bruce McPherson, Ken Kerr, Arlie McPherson, Shirley 
'dy, Rosaline McAllister, Patricia Walker, Shirley Kerr, Joan Kerr, AllanRupert, George 
, Third Row: Fred Woodcock, Bill Woodcock, Ted Musgrove, Marilyn Eggleton, Edna 
lerson, Marguerite Armstrong ( Teacher ), Donna Sills, Elsie Walker, Eddie Collins, Arthur 
Iton, George Hamilton.
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S. S. NO.7 THURLOW HISTORY

The first school building stood about three hundred yards east of the present one.
In the year 1864 Robert Easton and the other trustees rented from John Bell a par

cel of land one hundred and seventy-five feet by eighty-two feet, this parcel of land 
being in the south western cornerof lot nineteen which lay north of the third con
cession of Thurlow. On this land a brick building thirty-three feet by twenty-eight 
feet was built. The old log building remained for a number of years and was used as 
a sheep-pen.

In the year 1873, William Ketchapaw deeded the school grounds to the section. 
The trustees at that time were Philip Clark, Nelson Hawley, and John A. Brown. If 
any price was paid for the land, there is no record of it. The school was known as 
the "Ketchapaw School."

In 1908 the building was veneered with concrete. By 1911 so many children were 
in attendance that it was necessary to enlarge the grounds. The owner of the land, 
Samuel Mayze, refused to sell the land for the sum of one hundred and forty-five 
dollars. Then he took advantage of the clause in the School Act which forbids a 
school being placed nearer than seventy-five feet to an orchard and set out apple 
trees along the school fence. Finally the dispute was taken to court. The section 
won the case. John Holgate and Stanley Walker were chosen as arbitrators. They and 
the Judge valued the land at one hundred and ten dollars. The lawsuit cost Mr. Mayze 
more than he got for the land. The grounds were extended northward a distanceof two 
hundred and fifty-five feet, three inches and the east fence was made to run parallel 
to the side road. This added a triangular piece of land to the south-east corner of 
the grounds and made them of a uniform width of one hundred and seventy-five feet. 
Gilbert Clapp was treasurer at the time.

In November 1934 a set of sanitary indoor closets were installed.
On May 29, 1935 a gate was put at the entrance to the school grounds. In June 

1937 a well was drilled in the school grounds to a depth of 70 feet. A phonograph 
and piano were purchased in Decemberof 1938, and in 1940 music was taken as a full 
course in the school.

In 1941 electricity was installed in the school and was first turned on April 24, 
1941.

On January 1, 1948 the school became part of the south Thurlow school area.
In 1949 the trustees and people were granted the privilege of withdrawing from the 

area.
In 1958 the board replaced the old, box wood stove with an oil burner. In 1960 

a Ditto Duplicating machine was purchased as an aid the teacher's preparations.
In 1962 August a new chimney from ground up and a furnace room were built by 

Ray Tweedy. In September of the same year an automatic oil furnace was installed.

THE BEER FAMILY

Mrs. George Beer Sr. now residing in Belleville, being the oldest living member of 
the family, was formally Armintha Clapp. Her grandparents Mr. and Mrs. Dorland Clapp 
were United Empire Loyalists who originated from Clappville England. After coming from 
the U.S.A, to Canada they settled in Prince Edward County then to Hastings County on the 
property where now the Hastings County Home is situated. Mr. and Mrs. Dorland Clapp 
had four children, Lewis, John, David and Hester. John Clapp married Elizabeth Huntley 
and resided on the 3rd. of Thurlow, the farm now owned by Floyd Urch. They were 
blessed with 5 children Armintha, Hattie, Leia, Dorlandand Cleveland, and they attended 
S. S. No. 7 School. All are deceased except Armintha.
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[n the year 1893 Armintha Clapp married George Beer Sr. on the Clapp homestead, 
ater they moved to the next farm east, now owned by Horace Casey. Mr. and Mrs. Geo- 
je Beer Sr. were blessed with three children, Theda, Orval and Everett. They sold their 
irm to Dorland Clapp Jr. and bought the farm now owned by Lewis Cummins in the year 
916 on the 4th of Thurlow. All three children attended S. S. No. 7 school. In 1943 
V. and Mrs. George Beer Sr. gave up farming and took up residence in Belleville where 
Ars. Beer still resides being predeceased by her husband George in 1 955.

Their daughter Theda married Al Woods and have six children, Everette married Margare 
)live, Orval married Nellie Treverton. Orval moved back to the Clapp homestead on the 
rd of Thurlow and farmed for 32 years. Then moved to Belleville where they now reside.

George Beer Jr. lived with Mr. and Mrs. Orval Beer on the farm and attended S. S. 
Jo. 7 Thurlow School. In 1956 George Beer Jr. married Betty Faye Cross and were 
lessed with two children, Bonnie Faye and Barry George. They now reside on the 3rd. of 
hurlow, lot 23. Bonnie Faye nowattendsS. S. No. 7 school, and is the fourth generation 
till living to have attended this school, as did her great grandmother Mrs. George Beer 
r. ( Armintha Clapp ) some 83 years ago.

THE CASEY FAMILY

The Casey Family is one of the oldest families still remaining in the Bethany School 
jetion.

The Caseys were amongst the many U.E. Loyalists who came to Canada around 1780. 
hey landed at Casey's Point, near Adolphostown.

Samuel Thorn Casey was born here. Shortly after this, they moved to Sidney, then to a 
arm on the 9th concession of Thurlow where John Ketcheson now lives. Samuel had three 
rives, the last one being Mary McKim. They had eight children altogether, six girls and 
wo boys.

One of the boys, William Thorn, was born in 1829 and married Isabel Cadman in 1858. 
hey lived on a farm at Bethel Zion where William was a carriage maker. Mrs. Casey was 
School teacher. About 1875 they moved to the 5th concession of Tyendanaga and in 

884 they moved to the farm on the 3rd Concession of Thurlow now inhabited by William's 
on, W. R. Casey. They gave birth to four boys and two girls.

At the age of 6, William R. started school in 1884. He was through school at the age 
>f 10 and in 1904 he married Jennie Way. They gave birth to 6 children, only two of 
vhich are alive to-day. Eva, who married Perry Brownson of Madoc, she has two children 
ind Horace. These children both attended Bethany School.

In 1942, Horace married Stella Bradshaw from the 4th concession of Thurlow. They had 
wo children, Linda and Ronnie. Ronnie is now attending this school.

After Stella's death in 1959, Horace married Eileen Pound (Coulter) in 1961 . She had 
bur boys, John, David, Steven and Kevin, all of which attended this school with the 
jxception of John. Horace and Eileen now have another son, Mark Wm.

THE CLAPP FAMILY

The history of the Clapp family originated a good many years ago from a place called 
Clappville England. On coming to Canada, they settled in Prince Edward and then to 
Hasting County.

Mr. Dorland Clapp married Miss Davies 1837 who was raised on a farm on which now 
stands the Hastings County Home for the Aged. They had 4 children, three sons and a 
daughter, Lewis, John, David and Hester.
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Mr. David Clapp was married in 1878 to Minnie Ketchapaw. She was raised on the 
farm now owned by Clayton Eggieton and attended S. S. No. 7 school. Mr. and Mrs. 
David Clapp had five boys and one daughter.Clarence who now resides in Belleville, 
who has two children. Ethel who married Will White, and now living with her daughter 
in Valleyfield Quebec, Ervin who is deceased, Blake who died at eight years old, 
Georgia died at four years old and Gilbert.

Gilbert Clapp was born in 1879 on the 4th concession of Thurlow, on the farm now 
owned by Clare Sills. He married Bertha Simmons from Actinolite in 1904, who now is 
deceased. They had five boys, two of which are now living. Raymond is married to the 
former Hazel Hodson and lives on a farm near Bowmanville and Gordon who lives on the 
homestead on the 3rd. of Thurlow. Gordon married the former Nora McAvoy and they 
have three children, Roderick, Donald and Joan. This makes up four generations of the 
Clapp Family who have attended the same school.

Gilbert Clapp recalls trading a ton of hay for a pair of boots to a shoemaker inCann- 
ifton, and syrup selling at ,60$ a gallon.

THE EASTON FAMILY

The property which is now the Easton homestead was taken from the Crown in the year 
of 1801. Archibald Chisholm was the first owner pasting down Bill of Sales to four more 
owners before it became the Easton property.

William Easton purchased it in the year 1831, since then the land has been in the 
Easton name. The Crown title is still in the possession of the Easton's.

William married May Ann; they had two children, a boy Robert and a daughter Mel- 
lissa. Robert Easton married Miss Ross and lived on the same farm. Th^< had three chil
dren, Catherine, William, and Adam. After his first wife died Robert married Elizabeth 
Clarke, in the year 1861 . They had two girls and two boys; Mary Anne, Eliza Jane, 
George and Lewis who died shortly after birth.

Catherine Easton married Isaac McCutcheon. They had three children. William 
married Hannah Brown and they had five children, George, Lionel, Libbie, Lelia, Mabel. 
They all attended this school as William lived on the East half of lot twenty, Concession 
three. Mary Ann married Francis Demorest in the year 1880, they did not have any 
children. George Easton married Libbie Casey in the year 1888, but they did not have 
any children either. Eliza Jane married Plin Casey in the year 1889, they did not have 
any children. Adam Easton married Eve Rupert and they had a son Frank and a daughter 
Ethel.

Ethel married Rev. Richard Merriam and they had six children, Henry, who died in 
his youth, May, Eva, Robena, Rupert, and Pearl. Frank married Emma Walker and 
carried on farming on the homestead. They had four children, Robert who died in his 
youth, Edith, Walter, and Feme.

Edith Easton married Wilbert Jeffs and they have one son Robert who is residing in 
Oshawa. Feme married Ernie Hansey, and they have three sons, Raymond, Ronald, and 
Paul. They now reside in Holloway. Walter married Virginia Cotie,and had two child
ren, Robert and Lois, who are still living on the farm.

THE EGGLETON FAMILY

William Brown married Emily Reid and lived in Rawdon. From this marriage came 
forth six sons and three daughters. They then moved to the present Stanley Geen farm 
on Highway 37, Concession 5 north of Corbyville and resided there in the late 1800's. 
About the turn of the century they purchased the west farm, lot 18, of Douglas Martin 
on the 4th concession of Thurlovy.

One daughter, Blanche, married Reuben Ketchepaw and resided on west half lot 18, 
Concession 3 which is owned by Clayton Eggieton whose wife is a niece of Blanche 
Ketchepaw.

One son, Eratus Walton Brown married Esther Hall in 1901 and settled on the third 
concession. They lived one year on the farm presently owned by Horace Casey and then 
rented the east half of lot 18, concession 3, which is at present the Gerald Eggieton 
farm. They purchased this farm in 1911 from Allen Ketchepaw.

Eratus Brown was councillor, deputy reeve and reeve for one term each office previous 
to holding position as township clerk, from 1926-1948. The township offices was held 
in his home from 1926-1940 and then moved to present offices in township hall at Can - 
nifton and he kept on in office until his retirement in January 1948, in his 79th. year.

Eratus and Esther Brown had three children, two of whom are living and bothattended 
S. S. No. 7 Thurlow, formerly known as the Ketchepaw School.

Isabel married Clayton Eggieton and moved from 2nd. concession of Sidney to their 
present home, west half lot 18, concession three, Thurlow, in 1932. They have two 
children, Gerald and Marilyn. Gerald married Jean Sillsand lives on the original 
Eratus Brown farm since their marriage in 1949. They have seven children, Douglas 
John, Nancy, Donna, Marilyn and Robert who presently attends S. S. No. 7 Thurlow 
and Lynn Anne at home.

Marilyn married Rev. Richard Martin and they live at Sarnia, Ontario. They have 
two sons, and two daughters.

Anne married Morley Davidson and lives at Massassaga. They have one son and two 
daughters.

THE HAMILTON FAMILY

A member of the Brown family has lived on the homestead ever since its purchase from 
the Crown by John Brown in the year 1828. The Browns were Dutch descentand settled first 
in Yonkers, near the Hudson River, before coming to Canada.

John A. Brown married Elsie Ann Thompson of Kingston Heights. For their honeymoon, 
they rode on horse back from Kingston to their new home, what is now known as 3rd of 
Thurlow. Money was very scarce and he walked in summer and skated in winter to King
ston with a bag of wheat to be made into flour. The wheat was tolled for payment,so 
the load was much lighter on the return trip. There was no road, only a cow path, as it 
was all woods.

By this union there were five children, Jane Ann, George, Hester, James and Manuel. 
Manuel married Laura Liddell and remained on the homestead. By this marriage there 
were three children, Grace, Myrtle and Edith. Grace married George Hamilton anda 
few years later returned, then changing the name on the homestead to Hamilton.

By this marriage they adopted two children. Mildred married Perry Badgley and lives 
at Hay Bay, Vernon married Annie Sillsand are still living on the old homestead. There 
were two daughters and two sons by this union. Mary married Ross Pigden of Madoc and 
have four children. Arthur married Shirley Ribson, and have one daughter and live in 
Belleville. George married Rose Marie Latchford, have three children and live on 
Cloverleaf Drive. Sheila married Grant Parrott of Ashburn and have one daughter.

All the children born of these unions received their elementary education in the little 
old school house across the road, built in 1864.
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the McPherson family

Robert Sinclair McPherson was born in Edinburgh, Scotland Dec. 26, 1872. He came 
to Canada with a brother, Will and sister Nellie in the year 1885 and settled in the 
Belleville District as a farm hand. In 1891 he married Phoebe Ash of Huntington Town
ship and settled in Thurlow township, concessions, lot 21 . In 1892 a son William 
George was born and later on a second son Clarence joined the family. Clarence now 
resides in Belleville.

Robert lived on the homestead until 1915 when William took over the farm. William 
married Phoebe Ellis of Crookston in 1912. Together they worked the land until 1944and 
during this time, they were blessed with nine children, four boys and five girls. 
Harry who lived on the 3rd concession since birth and farms just east of homestead. 
Gordon who lives at Cannifton and works at Corby Distillery. He married Mildred 
Tweedy from the 3rd concession and raised two daughters.
Robert who lives in Corbyville and is a carpenter. He is married to Marjorie Cook and 
raised two daughters.
Jack who lives in Ottawa, married Agnes Collins and raisedone son and three daughters. 
He is employed with the Civil Service.
Jean married William Chamberlain and lives in Corbyville. They have two sons.
June married Clarence Carleton and lives in Sidney Township. They have one son and 
one daughter.
Marjorie married Earl Gray and lives at Plainfield. They have three sons.
Edna married Ross Livingston and lives in Oshawa with three daughters and one son. 
Arlie married Ross Empey and lives in Cannifton with two sons and three daughters. 
In 1 934 Harry married Doris Tanner of Stirling and had three children. Bruce married 
Shirley Skinner of Corbyville in 1958 and in the same year bought the homestead and 
moved there. They have two children, Jim and Bradley.

Phyllis married Lorne Cronkrightand lives in Sidney Township with two children, Judy 
and Brian. Wayne married Betty Swan and lives at home on the farm. They have one 
son, David.

THE RUPERT FAMILY

Fred Rupert was born in Rawdon Township and was the son of one of Rawdon's early 
settlers. He married Carrie Juby and had one son, Harold. In 1920 he moved with his 
family to Thurlow Township and purchased lot 25, 3rd. concession known as the Will 
Phelps farm, where he farmed along with his son until his death in 1954. Mrs. Rupert 
passed away in 1962. Harold married Great Huffman and they reside on the homestead • 
They had three children, Allan, Arthur and Carolyn. In 1955 the adjoining farm formerly 
owned by Johnathon Eliotte was added and a house erected in 1959 where Allan and his 
wife, the former Kathryn Mueller, now live. They have one daughter, Lori. Arthur and 
Carolyn are unmarried and living at home.

WALTER SILLS

Was born on the 9th concession of Thurlow, a twin. He married Maggie Parks from 
Plainfield, hadone sonClare. He was a cheesemaker by trade and made cheese in Melrose 
a number of years before buying the Walter Snider farm on the 4th of Thurlow about 1914. 
Duane Martin now lives on this property.

Clare married Helen Wyatt from Cooper. They had four children. Elton died as a 
result of an accident playing rugby at school in 1941 . LeRoy married Maxine Embury of 
R. R. 6 Belleville and lives in Peterborough. Donna, a registered nurse, married Armand 
Duffy, and lives in Belleville. They have seven children, Nancy married William Allin 
and lives at home and has one child. David.
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In 1929 he bought the Isaac Mayse farm where Clare's family now live. Maggie Sills 
died in 1950, Walter Sills in 1951.

THE WALKER FAMILY

Robert Walker came from Scotland and settled at Richmond, near Napanee. He came 
to Thurlow in 1867 and settled on lot 16 concession 4. He married Susan Sager and they 
had two children, Rhoda and Stanley. Rhoda married John Huffman and they had five 
children.

Stanley married Edith Casey and they had six children who all attended S. S. No. 7 
school. Emma married Frank Easton and they had four children, Robbie deceased, Edith 
married Bert Jeffs and has one son. She resides in Oshawa. Fern married Ernie Hansey , 
and has three sons. They live at R. R. 1 Holloway. Walter married Virginia Cotie and 
they had two children, Robert and Lois. They live on the homestead on the 3rd of Thurlow . 
Euretta deceased, married Frank Pound and they had four children and nine grandchildren. 
Frank married Nina Denike and they had six children. Edith married Milton Grills, they 
have two children and live on the 4th of Sidney.

Hazel married Douglas Tummon and they have three children, Wayne, Diane and Dale. 
They live on the 4th of Thurlow and have attended S. S. No.7school. Stanley is deceased. 
Bessie married Wesley Mifflin and has three sons. They live in Burlington.

Cecil married Velma Middleton, they have one daughter Holly who attends S. S. No. 
7 school. They live on the homestead on the 3rd of Thurlow.

Percy married Joyce Donaldson. They have six children, Donna, Carol, Janice, 
Roger, Brenda and Lorna who attends. S. No. 7 school. They live on the 3rdof Thurlow.

Mabel married Walter Treverton, deceased. They had two children and five grand
children. She lives on the 6th of Thurlow. Olive married Wilfred Clare. They had 
three children and eight grandchildren. They live on the 5th of Thurlow.

Harry married Marie Cole and they had six children. They live on the homestead on 
the 4th of Thurlow. Lyle married Janie Turcott and they have two children, and are in 
Germany with the army.

Phyllis married Gordon Elmy, and have two children, and reside in Belleville. Elsie 
married Ralph Sweetman, and live in Chatham. Bruce married Shirley Stewart and have 
two sons and live in Bancroft. Patrick marriedRoss Coleand live in Cannifton with their 
six children. Ralph lives at home.

The oldest house was built in 1837 by Samuel Ross. It is now the residence of Cecil 
Walker.

THE WILSON FAMILY

Ernest and Eunice Wilson moved from Gilmour to the 2nd Concession of Thurlow in 1919. 
In 1923 they purchased the farm known as the "Hawley farm" on the fourth concession 
of Thurlow. In 1947 they moved to the 3rd concession ofThurlowand in 1953 returned 
to Belleville to 15 Yoeman Street.

There were nine children in the family, eight of whom attended S. S. No. 7. 
Charles married Mable Brant, have one son and live at Fruitland. Clifford married Joan 
Wynne, have five children and live in Belleville. Norma married Allen Wilsonand live 
in Belleville. Doris married Ray Reddom who died in 1949. They had three children. 
She later married Charles Hewton and have two children and live in Brighton. John 
married Shirley Gough and have six children and live at Holloway. Gerald married 
Christina McMurray and have three children, Shirley, Howard, and Harvey. George 
married Ruth Casey and have four children, Marie, Dale, Terry, and Kevin. Lorena 
married Norman Christie and have three children, Nancy, Joyce and Jean. Gerald, 
George, Lorena and families all reside on the third of Thurlow and their children are 
still attending S. S. No. 7 Thurlow.
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1964 DIRECTORY OF FAMILIES LIVING IN SCHOOL 
SECTION S. S. NO. 7 THURLOW

"A"
ALLIN

Bill and Nancy: David

"B"
BEER:

George and Betty:Bonnie,Barry
BRUINSMA

Charles and Audrey: Marianne
BRUINSMA

Gerry and Alice: Joan, John 
BYLSMA

Klaas and Ann

"C"
CASEY

Horace and Eileen: Linda , 
Ronald, Mark, (Pound) John, 
David, Steven, Kevin.

CASEY
William R.

CHISWELL
Alvin and Serita: Martin

CHRISTIE
Norman and Lorena: Nancy, 
Joyce, Jean

CLAPP
Gilbert

CLAPP
Gordon and Nora: Roderick, 
Donald, Joan

CLAPP
Norman and Doris:Lori, Norman

COONEY
Garfield and Viola:

CUMMINS
Lewis and Jane: David, Anne 
Bonnie

CUMMINS
Robert and Barbara

If Ell

EASTON
Emma

EASTON
Walter and Virginia:Robert,Lois 

EGGLETON
Clayton and Isabel

EGGLETON
Gerald and Jean: Douglas, Joh:
Nancy, Donna, Marilyn, Robert, 
Lyn

ELLIOTT
Lorne and Sue: Dianne

"G"
GREEN

Kenneth and Malcolm

"H"
HAMILTON

Vernon and Annie
HARRISON

John and Retadsabella, Gordon, 
William, David, Stephen, Ger
aldine, Nancy

HINZE
Ellis and Helen: Karen, Connie

HUFFMAN
Murney and Violet; Marilyn, 
Glenn

IILII

LIANG
Wesley and Beatrice: Raymond, 
Beverley

"M"
MARTIN

Evelyn
MARTIN

David and Betty
MARTIN

Douglas and Gladys: Steven, Linda
McPherson

Bruce and Shirley: James, Bradley
McPherson

Harry and Doris
McPherson

Wayne and Betty: David

"R"
ROLLINS

Percy and Ethel:

RUPERT
Allan and Kathryn: Lori

RUPERT
Harold and Greta: Arthur, Carolyn

"S"
SWART

Stanley and Hilda: Bonnie, Andy
Debbie, Timmy

SILLS
Clare and Helen

SMITH
Ronald and Barbara

Hpi
TUMMON

Douglas and Hazel: Wayne, Dianne
Dale

”U"
URCH

Floyd and Dorothy: Judy
URCH

Ronald and Marion: Susan, David
Tracey

mcpherson family

Harry, William, Robert 
Bruce

"W"
WALKER

Cecil and Velma: Holly, Irene 
WALKER

Harry and Marie: Ralph
WALKER

Percy and Joyce: Donna, Carol,
Janice, Roger, Brenda, Lorna 

WATSON
Stanley and Doreen : Armour,
Ricky, Sandra

WELSH
Nelson and Edna; Dennis (Hutt)

WHITE
Charles and Stella: Cheryl, Sherry 

WILSON
George and Ruth: Marie, Dale ,
Terry, Kevin

WILSON
Gerald and Christine: Howard,Shirley
Harvey.

Page 28 Page 29



't
 y

e
n

 di
n

a
g

 a



COMMITTEE

On behalf of the Book and Invitation committee we hope this book will bring fond 
memories to you as well as supplying you with some family history and photographs which 
you may not have in your records.

We hope that you will excuse all of our mistakes and ommissions as there were many 
of the former pupils and residents of our School Section that we have no records of.

In compiling the information in this book we received the co-operation from everyone 
we asked for information, pictures and records. To all who aided in this cause we wish 
to express our appreciation for their co-operation and thoughtfullness.

However, in the future we hope that all records will be kept up to date and that all 
school albums will be completed yearly as that expression of Remembrance, "Lest We 
Forget", can really be seen at times like this.

George and Betty Beer


