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Brian Miller, former 
chair of Heritage Bel
leville, and one of the 
Society’s two reps on 
Doors Open Belleville 
2005 was an able as
sistant as Lois Foster 
provided details about 
the deed to the original 
Simpson Tavern. The 
other panel features 
the first page of the 
Village Council’s first 
minute book (1834) 
and sample pages 
from an early assess
ment roll.

Hark! These angels 
heralded the news 
from the archives

by C.W. Hunt
Here it is well past Christmas 

yet we have the Angels back in 
Belleville putting on a show for 
Historical Society members and 
guests—including our mayor and 
the city clerk. Well, we didn’t 
have those Angels at our January 
meeting. No, it was the Archive 
Angels who entertained, amused, 
and aroused our snooping instincts 
with curious documents, old video 
tapes, and large “haunted” photo
graphs of village founders.

Historical Society Town Crier 
Bruce Bedell was loudly and

dramatically on hand to welcome 
members, guests, and her worship 
in official garb. (Note: It was the 
town crier not the mayor who was 
in official garb.)

Lois Foster delivered minus 100, 
explaining the election of 1905 
when the government of Premier 
George Ross went down to defeat 
at the hands of Conservative James 
Whitney. The Liberals had been in 
power since 1874 but were ban
ished into the wilderness and did 
not regain the stage until 1934.

Continued on page 2.

Please Note!
The Deadline for the March 2005 

issue of Outlook is February 24,2005

Next Meeting
...........

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 15,

2005
Speaker

Jennifer Bunting
Topic

Lennox and Addington Archives
Refreshments

Meeting begins at 7:30 p.m. 
Monthly meetings are 

held in the Auditorium of the Quinte 
Living Centre 

370 Front Street, Belleville



Mice win the “2004 Trap-springing Olympics”
Continued from page 1.

Our riding stayed consistent and re
elected a Conservative. Lois also told us 
about the Big War going on in the far east 
where the Japanese stunned the world by 
beating Russia. Then as now the world 
was changing dramatically. (Remember 
all this for the exam.)

But to return to the Angels. As each 
got on stage more than once, Master of 
Ceremonies Gerry Boyce decreed there 
would be a bell ringer so no Angel could 
hog the limelight as it were. John Meale 
took on this onerous task, risking the fury 
of any Angel cut off in full verbal flight. 
Fortunately, none were and the three min
utes allowed each speaker proved about 
right. Brian Miller was the Official Panel 
Displayer.

Each Angel had several turns. This rota
tion of speakers kept the meeting more 
than usually lively and interesting. In fact 
the evening flew by and I, for one, found 
myself wanting to hear more. Both Gerry

and Orland were in good form tossing off 
witticisms. An example. With the mayor 
and city clerk present, Gerry summarized 
the “catch” for the year. “Well,” he said, 
“We caught two voles, two bats, and 
eleven mice, [pregnant pause]. It looks 
like the mice have it.”

The Angels making presentations were: 
Mary McConnell, Marion Fisher, Adele 
Dibben, Jackie Simpson, Lois Foster, Bill 
Kennedy, Doug Knutson, Beth Green, 
and Mary Jane Throop. Beginning next 
month, we plan on running one Angel’s 
report each month as there has been much 
interest shown by members.

Attendance at this year’s first meeting 
was promising. We can assume that many 
of our members turn into birds at this time 
of year—we call them snow-birds—and 
hence were not available. In addition, it 
was a “dam” cold night (see birds above), 
yet despite these disincentives over 50 
people were present. Moreover, a good 
number of folks lingered around for some

time after the meeting.

OTHER ARCHIVAL NOTES

Gerry Boyce reported that another 11 
boxes of archival material had been do
nated to the society. Some of the material 
is quite rare, one document dating to the 
War of 1812 in which a veteran applied 
for a land grant and his participation in 
the war is certified by Colonel Benjamin 
Ketcheson.

Material was received which originated 
with the Cameron law firm (land titles 
etc.), and the John Wannamaker papers 
which were transferred from the Prince 
Edward County Historical Society. Some 
eight boxes were also donated by Loral 
and Mildred Wanamaker who were in
strumental in helping set up the Seventh 
Town Historical Society and did yeoman 
work for our society in the 1960s. And 
finally, two more boxes of material came 
to us from the Riggs estate.

Membership form
Please complete this form, or a photocopy of the form if you wish to save your 

newsletter, and bring it with your payment to the Society’s next general meeting (third 
Tuesday of each month except June July, August and December), or send it by mail to the

Hastings County Historical Society, 154 Cannifton Road North,
General Delivery, Cannifton, Ontario KOK 1K0

Name

Address

City Postal Code

Membership Categories 
Individual $ 20

I also enclose a donation of $ 
toward the work of the Society

Family $ 25 The Hastings County Historical Society
Senior/Student $ 15 is a registered charity.
Senior Family $ 20 Official receipts for Income Tax purposes
Life Member $150 will be forwarded to you with your mem-
Corporate Sponsor $ 50 bership card
Organization $ 20



The Archive Angels who devote many hours to the sorting of resources at the Hastings Heritage Centre posed for 
a group shot during the general meeting Tuesday, January 18. Left to right they are Marion Fisher, Adele Dibben, 
Mary McConnell, Katharine Mills, Mary Jane Throop, Jackie Simpson, Beth Green, Bill Kennedy, Luella Parkhurst, 
Gerry Boyce and Lois Foster. Other members of the Archive Angels who helped to prepare material for the event 
but were absent from the meeting included: Marney Black, Ruth Boyce, Gary Gayda and Diane Sule. Items appear
ing in the picture include (1) front page of the Intell announcing the opening of BCI&VS (2) panel showing copies of 
Belleville’s first municipal minute book (1836) and assessment book pages (3) stock certificate for the Bay of Quinte 
Bridge linking Belleville and Rossmore (1891) (4) plan for the village of Cannifton dating from the 1850s (5) videcas- 
sette copy of film (on screen, upper right) showing events in Belleville circa 1960. Doug Knutson photo

THINK SPRING !!
You know, birds singing, buds

, water flowing, 
the cold

and A d d ig to tlb d d r i^ F J lv ^ id  up 
members of the Society save $1,0.00 
off the regular fare. More d< 

next month’s OUTLOOK

Passages
The Historical Society notes 

with sadness the passing of:
Jack Kuntze, whose work on be

half of the Leona Riggs Founda
tion immeasurably enhanced the 
archival records of the Society.

Jonathan Welsh, a veteran Cana
dian actor who recently moved to 
Belleville, was a guest speaker at 
a Society meeting and appeared 
in the Prohibition skit at our din
ner and auction last fall.

Shirley Woodcox, of the W. T. 
Hawkins Company, whose life 
membership helped the Society 
sustain the activities and vitality 
of our organization.



LANMORENational Historic Site
257 Bridge Street East, 

Belleville, Ontario K8N1P4 
(613) 962-2329

A rt s  o f Ch jna 
G lim pses o f an 
Ancient C ivilization
Special Travelling Exhibition
Ever wonder what the significance o f the Chinese 
Dragon is? This and other questions about the Chi
nese way of life are answered in Arts o f China: 
Glimpses o f an Ancient Civilization. This special 
travelling exhibition from the Royal Ontario Museum  
will be on display at Glanmore National Historic Site 
(257 Bridge Street East, Belleville) from February 9

‘Valerttwe 'Day

This is a very chaste Valentine greeting from the early 
1900s. Not even the slightest hint of impropriety here folks. 
The colours in the card are still vivid; the heart is a bright 
red while the rose rings are a lighter shade of red. The re

verse has space for a greeting and a stamp.

to April 3, 2005. Chinese history, culture and classic 
traditions come to life through the exploration o f three 
materials closely associated with China: Jade, Bronze 
and Ceramics. Six themed cases displaying artifacts 
from the ROM ’s world-renowned collection celebrate 
the fascinating heritage o f Chinese culture. Plus, Chi
nese decorative objects, from Glanmore’s Couldery 
Collection, will be featured throughout the historic 
house. Join in the fun at the opening celebrations for 
Arts o f China. Glanmore will be celebrating Chinese 
New Year at an Open House on February 9 from 1 to 
4 p.m.; call (613) 962-2329 for information.

Hastings County Historical Society is based at the old township office in Cannifton. 
Please address mail to General Delivery, Cannifton, Ontario KOK1KD 
Outlook is published in January, February, March, April, May, September, 

October and November for the friends and members of 
the Hastings County Historical Society, 

tt is edited and produced by Lewis Zandbengen.
Anyone wishing to submit artides or information may contact the editor at 

613-395-3022, or E-mail lewzan@reach.net 
Thank you to The Community Press for its assistance.
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