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people who did not make it home from the war, 34 
reminders of a distant conflict which swept up men 
and women and dealt out death and disease. 

I could have just researched those 34 men, found out 
more about them and fleshed out those bare names 
into lives. But I felt uncomfortable about this: what 
about those people who enlisted but did not die? Did 
you have to be killed in the war to be worth remem-
bering? 

My project expanded to include other people: those 
who joined the Canadian Expeditionary Force (CEF) 
in Deseronto. This added another 34 names to the 
list. Then I added people who were born in Deser-
onto but signed up somewhere else. At this point, the 
list ballooned with another 160 individuals to re-
search. 

Deseronto’s First World War experience was unusu-
al, in that the town hosted the headquarters of a Roy-
al Flying Corps training wing. In May 1917 two pilot 
training camps were established, Camp Rathbun just 
north of Deseronto and Camp Mohawk on the Tyen-
dinaga Mohawk Territory, to the west of the town.  

World War I Deseronto:  
Daredevils, Drunks,  

and Deserters 
by Amanda Hill 

In April’s public presenta-
tion for the Hastings 
County Historical Society, 
I described the findings of 
a four-year project based 
around the First World 
War experiences of peo-
ple connected with the 
town of Deseronto and the 
Tyendinaga Mohawk Ter-
ritory. 

The genesis of the project 
was a desire to do some-
thing to mark the 100th 
anniversary of the Great 
War. I began with the 34 
names in bronze on the 
town’s war memorial: 34 

Amanda Hill, Archivist for CABHC and Deseronto Ar-
chives, was the speaker for April Public Meeting  
Photo by Bill Kennedy 

Deseronto Great War Memorial                                                               (Photo by Amanda Hill) 
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Thousands of young men passed through the camps, 
learning to fly on Curtiss JN-4 biplanes. And some of 
these men were killed during training: 55 men died 
while they were attached to the Deseronto Wing. For 
Deseronto, war deaths were not just a distant affair: 
they were happening right here, in the fields and wa-
ters of the Quinte region. I added those men to my 
list. 

The final count for the project was 308 individuals 
who enlisted in the CEF and 55 men who died in 
training with the Royal Flying Corps. During 2013 
and 2014 I researched these individuals, using a vari-
ety of online resources and creating a blog post for 
each one. My aim was to publish these posts on the 
100th anniversary of each person’s enlistment, and if 
they died, on the anniversary of their death. 

The research was fascinating. Some of the men won 
awards for bravery, others deserted before ever leav-
ing Canada. Service records record intimate details of 
the lives of these individuals: their illnesses, their 
misdemeanors (often related to alcohol consumption) 
and their movements during the course of the war. 

My hope was that the basic information I was able to 
extract from the official records about these men’s 
and women’s experiences would be enhanced by 
memories and family stories from their descendants.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Blog post about David Green’s death at Vimy Ridge, April 

10th, 1917 

Site of a plane crash (CABHC: DA CAMPR-06-21) 
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The Historical Society is the 2017 recipient of the Corporate Award of the Archives Association of Ontario 

which was presented at the University of Toronto on April 28th. Pictured are President Richard Hughes, Da-

vid Sharron of the AAO and Past-president Orland French. The Society was cited for “their diligence in 

protecting the documentary heritage of Hastings County and the culmination of the Belleville/Hastings 

County/Historical Society partnership.”                                                                         Photo by Amanda Hill 

HCHS Receives Corporate Award of the  
Archives Association of Ontario 

This has proved to be the case: when family mem-
bers discover the posts, they often leave comments 
about their relation, with stories about their memo-
ries or tales that have been passed down through the genera-
tions. 

A name on a stone means next to nothing by itself. 
But every name connects to evidence of existence. 
Threads teased from records and stories can be 
sewn into a basic outline of a life: a frame to be 
filled out with finer stitches as more details are dis-
covered. When these individual glimpses are pulled 
together they can form a new type of memorial: a 
tapestry of lives connecting us to the past of our 
community and to each other as human beings, all 
capable of daring and delinquency, love and loss.  

 

Camp Rathbun Barracks  
Deseronto Archives: CAMPR-06-10 
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Interpreting the  

Loyalists of Hastings 
By Trevor R.J. Parsons 

John Graves Simcoe was tasked with the arduous 
duty of “sowing the Seeds of a vigorous Colony” on 
the frontier of the fragments of British North Ameri-
ca. His goal was fairly straightforward, to establish a 
model colony—an England in the wilderness that 
would grow to rival the newly independent United 
States. The Loyalists as idealized settlers would re-
create not mere carbon copies of their former home-
land, but one where the principle of an ordered and 
organic society reigned supreme. “Public tranquili-
ty” and “colonial Allegiance” became the watch-
word of the founders of Upper Canada. In order to 
achieve this goal, land grants were given to former 
officers who were to become an Upper Canadian 
aristocracy modeled on the landowning elites of 
Britain. These officers and the civil and religious 
officials emerged as the ruling elite in the province. 

The conventional narrative for the Loyalists con-
tended that they were agents of a British-American 
reaction against the excesses of the American Revo-
lution and the republican principles that the United 
States was founded upon. There are many Loyalists 
who would certainly fit into this category, and I 
would assert that the first member of Upper Cana-
da’s House of Assembly for Hastings was such a 
man. His name was Hazelton Spencer (1757–1813) 
and he was born in Rhode Island. His father, Benja-
min, moved the family to Vermont where he was 
elected a member of the provincial assembly in 
1777. After his loyalist sentiments became apparent, 
he was forced to flee along with Hazelton to the 
safety of territory under the control of General John 
Burgoyne. Hazelton would join the King’s Royal 
Regiment of New York as an officer, but the British 
defeat forced the entire family to relocate to Freder-
icksburgh in what became Upper Canada.  

Owing to his military service and stature, Spencer 
was one of the few Loyalists to receive a land grant 
that amounted to an entire township. He continued 
his military service throughout this period, rising to 
the rank of major. In 1792, he was elected to the 
House of Assembly representing Lennox, Hastings 
and Northumberland counties. Although only elect-
ed for the first parliament, his career nevertheless is 
typical of the traditional narrative. Although his po-
litical career was mostly uneventful, Lieutenant-
Governor Simcoe referred to Spencer as “one of the 
most respectable” members of the assembly and was 

“regarded as a man of ability and stature” in the early 
years of Upper Canadian politics. In addition to this, 
he served as a justice of the peace, a judge, and even a 
trade commissioner to Lower Canada. Spencer was to 
become a member of Simcoe’s aristocracy; the gover-
nor had planned to appoint Lieutenants for each coun-
ty modeled on England’s Lord Lieutenants, and in 
1794, Spencer received the lieutenancy of Lennox. 
This scheme to create an Upper Canadian aristocracy 
largely failed, and no more lieutenancies were granted 
after 1807. As Upper Canadians demanded a more 
democratic colony modeled on the colonial assem-
blies of the former thirteen colonies, Spencer was 
among the last “military politicians” that the province 
would elect. 

 More recent historians have asserted that Upper Can-
ada and Loyalists did not represent this reactionary 
and counter-revolutionary trend. Jerry Bannister has 
suggested that Canada (including Upper Canada) was 
the product of a liberal “Loyalist Order Framework” 
in which the Loyalist response was to keep “one poli-
ty political [Upper Canada] distinct from another 
[United States].” The Loyalists sought to re-create the 
already democratic society they had been raised in, 
thus ensuring a notably liberal strain of politics that 
undermined the conventional, more conservative nar-
rative. A figure that epitomizes this philosophy is Da-
vid McGregor Rogers, born in 1773, and the nephew 
of famed frontiersman, veteran of the Seven Years’ 
War and commander of the Loyalist Queen’s Rang-
ers, Robert Rogers. He served in the House of Assem-
bly intermittently between 1800 and 1821. 

 According to J.K. Johnson, Rogers made his mark as 
an advocate of the integrity of the elected House of 
Assembly over the desire by the executive council 
and governor to rule the province in an undemocratic 
manner. He became a leading member of the budding 
opposition to what became known as the Family 
Compact. Thus, as an “obdurate champion” of the 
legislature, his apparent liberalism sought to balance 
the privileges of the King with his subjects’ rights. He 
consistently opposed the excesses of the unelected 
executive council headed by the governor. In 1808, 
Rogers attacked the government for attempting to re-
move time limits on charges under the District School 
Act. To prevent quorum, he along with Thomas Dor-
land and Peter Howard left the house and thereby pre-
vented the passage of the measure. For this action, 
Governor Francis Gore stripped Rogers of his posi-
tions (like Spencer, he served on several boards and 
commissions), but this represented an innately liberal 
principle of government, collective action. According 
to fellow politician Marshall Bidwell, “Rogers wished 
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to support the constitution of his country, but he did 
not want the kind of aristocracy here which deprived 
young children” of their abilities to sustain and exer-
cise their rights as British subjects. In his own way, 
Rogers defended the Loyalist tradition of Upper Can-
ada just as his predecessor had.  

 

On the Home Front 
Excerpts from The Intelligencer May 

to mid-June, 1917 
 

By Laurel Bishop 
 

May 1, 1917: “Major Fred Rutherford, who has just 
returned to Canada after many months of military life 
in England, declares that the wet canteen is not only 
not an evil but is a necessity, that drunkenness in and 
about the camps is rarely seen, and that Canadian 
mothers have no cause to be alarmed about the moral 
conditions to which their sons overseas are exposed. 
…  These testimonies should allay anxieties caused 
by recent imprudent and slanderous statements made 
in Parliament and in the press, for no other than polit-
ical purposes.”  

May 8, 1917: “It will be gratifying to the citizens of 
Belleville and vicinity, to learn that the Graham 
Company will restore their premises in this city, 
which were destroyed by fire on the morning of April 
11th last. …  The office will be located as formerly, in 
the front, and adjoining will be a modern chemical 
cold storage plant, cork insulated and of reinforced 
concrete. …  A much larger packing plant will be 
erected, and this is made possible owing to the fact 
that the evaporator will not be built upon the space 
where it formerly occupied, but will be located at the 
company’s premises near the G.T.R. station, and will 
be double the capacity of the building destroyed. …  
When completed there is no doubt but that the build-
ing will not only be an ornament to the city, but will 
provide employment for a large number of women 
and men.”  

May 8, 1917: “Chief Inspector Cowley, of Toronto, 
has issued a circular to all the male teachers in city 
schools, urging that those who are capable of assist-
ing on farms, and who are able to go, to arrange with 
the local inspector through the principal of the 
school, and that the period of leave, which should 
commence as early next week as possible, will in-
clude ten school days.” 

May 11, 1917: “At a meeting of the returned soldiers 
held at the Corby Building last night and which was 
fairly well attended, it was decided to form a Re-

turned Soldier’s Club and to apply for admission to 
the Great War Veteran’s Association of Canada. …  
The idea of the club is to assist returned men to se-
cure suitable employment and to assist them to fit 
themselves for better positions, to protect the inter-
ests of the men abroad and to be in a position to help 
them when they return.” 

May 11, 1917: “The public in general—particularly 
in general—seem to persist in confusing the waste 
paper boxes with the Post Office parcel post boxes, 
stationed throughout the city. Collectors are continu-
ally delayed by finding paper scraps and refuse ma-
terial in these boxes. A degree of intelligence on the 
part of our people would be appreciated by the Post-
al Department.” 

May 12, 1917: “In response to an appeal many citi-
zens last evening assembled at the Armouries for the 
purpose of signifying their intention of joining the 
15th Battalion, A.L.I. for the purpose of drilling for 
the home defence. Col. Barragar, Officer Command-
ing, was present. …  Men from the age of 18 to 60 
years were eligible to join and drill. …  He was led 
to believe it would be a success, and he would urge 
upon all present to endeavor to secure at least one 
recruit for the next drill.” 

May 14, 1917: “The Parish Church of St. Thomas 
was filled to its extreme capacity, at the eleven 
o’clock service yesterday morning, when the Colors 
of the 155th Battalion, C.E.F., were presented and 
deposited for safe-keeping in that Church. …  Capt. 
The Rev. Canon Dawe was invited by Archdeacon 
Beamish to deliver the address. …  He spoke very 
impressively and feelingly of the war and our need 
for self-sacrifice and earnest labor in greater produc-
tion and greater saving.” 

May 18, 1917: “A campaign to raise $5,000 in 
Belleville for Y.M.C.A. work overseas was last 
evening launched at a gathering of representative 
citizens at the Y.M.C.A. auditorium. Previous to the 
business part of the meeting a dainty lunch was pro-
vided by the Ladies Auxiliary of the Association and 
it was thoroughly enjoyed. A number of the city 
ministers were present also some business and pro-
fessional gentlemen. Mayor Ketcheson presided over 
the gathering. …  Mr. Sinclair said that Belleville 
was vitally interested in this matter, and it would be 
a strange thing if the citizens did not respond to the 
call for such a noble cause.” 

May 25, 1917: “One of the most timely and attrac-
tive window displays seen in Belleville for many 
years, and one that has caused much favorable com-
ment, is the garden scene displayed in Ritchie’s 
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north show window. A real, genuine garden is depict-
ed, with the plants and vegetable plots layed out in 
true backyard style. A background of brick, and a 
miniature model home in the centre of the window 
adds to the effectiveness of the display, and the uten-
sils usually required are scattered throughout the win-
dow in a most realistic manner. Timely slogans, such 
as ‘Production Spells Patriotism,’ and ‘The Planting 
Line Supports the Firing Line,’ are displayed, and it 
should do much to further the cause of more produc-
tion.” 

May 26, 1917: “Citizens of all classes this morning 
vied with each other in giving the members of the 
254th a hearty send off as they left this city eastward 
bound preparatory to going overseas. …  In full 
marching order the Battalion assembled at the Ar-
mouries and previous to leaving the members were 
provided with lunches furnished by the ladies of the 
two chapters of the Daughters of the Empire. …  The 
Battalion paraded from the Armouries at 11.30 and 
proceeded by way of Bridge St., up Front Street to 
Station Road, to the G.T.R. Station, where they em-
barked. On the line of march the streets were 
thronged with pedestrians and the boys were lustily 
cheered as they marched past, headed by the Battal-
ion Band. …  A large number of autos and vehicles 
followed the boys to the station where they were giv-
en a hearty send off.” 

May 29, 1917: “Belleville was visited on Sunday af-
ternoon by two distinguished Flight Commanders, 
both of whom have served in France, in the person of 
Lieut. Vernon Castle and Lieut. Coates, accompanied 
by their Flight Sergeants. They landed on Colonel 
Ponton’s farm in Sidney and after spending a pleas-
ant hour at ‘Sidney Cottage,’ where they met a num-
ber of young people, they left again for the east and 
before going gave the crowd of at least a thousand 
people who had gathered to watch their departure, an 
example of an action in the air, Lieut. Vernon Castle 
looping the loop several times before waving good-
bye.” 

May 30, 1917: “The Y.M.C.A. campaign …  is mak-
ing progress and at a meeting held last night nearly 
$3,000.00 of the amount required was reported as 
being in sight. To raise the remainder of this fund it 
was decided to ask the assistance of the ladies with a 
view to making a house to house canvass on Thurs-
day, June 7th, and so complete the campaign in Belle-
ville. The committee having this matter in hand re-
port that already arrangements have been made and 
the ladies of Belleville, ever interested in such good 
work, will undertake this canvass in the residential 
parts of the city.” 

June 8, 1917: “The government has decided to put in 
force daylight saving throughout the Dominion. Notice 
has been given of legislation to put all clocks ahead 
one hour on a day to be fixed later, and keep them so 
throughout the summer.”  

June 9, 1917: “The Red, White and Blue Club, con-
sisting of a number of little lassies, ages 7 to 9 years, 
handed out to the Woman’s Patriotic and Red Cross 
Association, $3.25, through the Secretary, Miss Cathe-
rine Hyman, daughter of Captain Hyman, while Miss 
Helen Lattimer, Secretary of the Sunshine Club, a kin-
dred institute, paid in $1.25, proceeds of a concert. The 
energy, loyalty and faithfulness of these ‘treasures of 
home and of hearth stone’ should shame every slack-
er.” 

June 16, 1917: “A memorial service under the auspi-
ces of the Brotherhood of Trainmen of this city and 
division, will be held at St. Thomas’ Church tomorrow 
afternoon. The rector, Ven. Archdeacon Beamish, will 
officiate, and deliver the discourse. The service is to 
the memory of members of the Brotherhood who have 
made the supreme sacrifice.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

“To Defend Your Home. Get Into Khaki. You men who 
would go overseas but are compelled through force of 
circumstances to stay in Canada—you can serve with 
honor.”               The Intelligencer May 1, 1917 (page 3)  



An Exciting Summer for  
Historical Society 

 

This summer we mark not only Canada’s 150th birth-
day and Belleville’s 200th anniversary but also The 
Society’s 60th year.  To mark these special occasions, 
the Historical Society has planned several major 
events. 

Over the June to August period we will unveil five 
commemorative plaques in Downtown Belle-
ville to mark major events in our history.  The 
subjects and dates will be announced in the 
near future and all are invited to attend the cer-
emonies. 

July 1 will be a Canada Day to remember and the 
Society is working with the organizing com-
mittee to bring a special display to mark our 
country’s birthday. 

On July 23, we will bring Sir John A. and Lady 
Agnes Macdonald to the O’Hara Mill Heritage 
Day.  A giant commemoration of confedera-
tion with a full day of events, centred around 
Sir John bringing one of his rousing speeches 
that first united our country. Always a wonder-
ful day in the country just north of Madoc. 

This year two historical bus tours will visit North 
Hastings County on May 27 and June 10, 
where local historians will bring us amazing 
tales of the great north.  Always a wonderful 
day in the great Hastings outdoors.  

Towards the end of June, the City of Belleville 
will release the special commemorative issue 
of Belleville Magazine with a series of histori-
cal stories to mark the 200th anniversary of the 
naming of Belleville.  The Society has worked 
closely with the City on this souvenir edition. 

We will also be at the City’s Seniors Fair at the 
Sports and Wellness Centre on June 7th. 

On June 3rd, the Society in partnership with the 
Library present a very special book launch 
with the release of a great, new book by re-
spected writer and editor Cecily Ross entitled 
The Lost Diaries of Susanna Moodie. The 
book explores Susanna’s complex inner life 
from childhood through the worst challenges 
of pioneering life. 

We finish the summer events on September 28 
with a very special ceremony to unveil a me-
morial plaque to the 10,000 British Home 
Children brought to Belleville’s Marchmont 

 

Cecily Ross, longtime journalist and editor, has 

released a new book, The Lost Diaries of Susan-

na Moodie, which captures the fascinating life 

and times of Susanna Moodie reimagined as dia-

ry entries. This intriguing work of historical fic-

tion relates many of the amazing adventures and 

events of Moodie’s life and times. It will have 

particular relevance to the Hastings County area 

as much of her life story is also the story of the 

area where she lived. Meet the author and hear 

her stories of Susanna Moodie at this special 

event sponsored by the Hastings County Histori-

cal Society. 

Home.  Watch for details in our September 
Outlook. 
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Society. Submissions can be sent to:   

Hastings County  
Historical Society 

Presentation 

outlook.hastingshistory@ gmail.com 

Date: Tuesday,  May 16, 2017 
Time: 7:30 p.m. 

 

Location: Maranatha  
100 College Street West, Belleville 

 

(Please use rear parking lot and back entrance and go 
to Meeting Room.)  Bring a friend. 

How Canada Fought the American 
Civil War and Forged a Nation 

 

Speaker: John Boyko,  
Author and Historian 

 
Author John Boyko will discuss his nationally 
best-selling book Blood and Daring: How Cana-
da Fought the American Civil War and Forged a 
Nation. As part of our commemoration of Cana-
da’s 150th Anniversary, will present new and 
enthralling ideas on how the Civil War influ-
enced how and when Canada was born. 

Note to Authors—By submitting material to be printed 
in the Outlook, the author confirms that he/she holds 
both legal and moral rights to the material, and grants 
permission to the Hastings County Historical Society to 
use this material in print and/or electronically. The opin-
ions expressed in articles submitted to the Outlook are 
those of the author and do not necessarily reflect the 
views of the Hastings County Historical Society, its 
Board or its members. 

tel:613-967-3304

