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Queen’s professor challenges audience at 
historical meeting

Professor Brian Osborne

Next Meeting
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 18,

2005
Speaker 

Paul Clair
Topic

Belleville History on Film
Refreshments

Meeting begins at 7:30 p.m. 
Monthly meetings are 

held in the Auditorium of the Quinte 
Living Centre 

370 Front Street, Belleville

by C.W. Hunt
Professor (emeritus) Brian Os

borne of Queen’s University gave 
a challenging but fascinating ad
dress to about 50 Hastings Coun
ty Society members at its recent 
September gathering. Pointing 
out how the forces of Globaliza
tion have been transforming the 
lives of people living in cities 
like Belleville and Kingston, he 
challenged us to make Belleville 
a city of PLACE rather than a 
city of PACE. He gave numerous 
examples of how Fast is Pace as 
in fast food for example. The rise 
of “fast food” is tied in with the 
forces of Globalization where dif
ferences are wiped out and same
ness prevails. We get our fast food 
from restaurants like McDonalds, 
Tim Hortons, Wendys, etc. etc. 
but people from Toronto—the 
Ontario city which epitomizes 
Globalization—come to the 
County (or to Belleville) not so 
they can eat “fast” but so they can 
eat slow as in Dinkels or Currahs 
and in a different environment, an 
environment of “PLACE.” And 
PLACE in Belleville is just as 
unique as it is in the County or in 
Kingston. Each of these “places” 
is different from the other, each 
has a signature which incorpo
rates its past with its own unique 
geography, history, topography, 
and architecture.

What do we mean by PLACE 
versus SPACE, Professor Os
borne asked. How is Belleville, 
Kingston or the County different 
from a megalopolis like Toronto 
or Montreal? Are our Tim Hor
tons donuts more flavourful than

those in Toronto? Do they serve 
the customer even faster here? 
Clearly not. But there must be 
differences as an increasing num
ber of people from those huge 
megalopolises are moving here or 
visiting here, telling us that there 
are important differences and that 
they go far beyond simply the 
beaches and waterways. [A per
sonal observation - a TV director 
friend of mine from Los Angeles 
says that when he arrives here he 
feels he is in another time zone, 
that he immediately feels more 
relaxed, less harried.]

Time has speeded up immeasur
ably for people living in the mega
lopolis. To some extent it has here 
but not nearly as much. More
over, the past is more evident in 
most smaller centres. People visit 
smaller centres for a number of 
reasons. Here are a few. They find 
it easier to get around and explore 
the streetscape, to find the kind 
of restaurant or entertainment 
they prefer. There is less crowd
ing. They like the boutiques, the 
friendly people, the relaxed at
mosphere, and often they fall in 
love with the streetscape and the 
historic architecture.

Professor Osborne did not 
recommend that old buildings 
in the downtown be preserved 
simply because they are old but 
did recommend that Belleville 
City council should consider 
carefully how new buildings 
will affect the streetscape and 
the sense o f PLACE which is so 
much a part o f the “signature” 
of Belleville.

Continued on page 2.
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Continued from page 1. 
himself as an historical ge
ographer. He advised that 
suburban growth should 
not be sought by Belleville 
indiscriminately. There is a 
huge cost in providing the in
frastructure which goes with 
growth in population; facili
ties like sewers, water lines, 
power, schools, and trans
portation systems. Growth 
should always be measured 
in totality. How does it im
pact on the community as a 
whole?

We don’t want to become 
just like Toronto or Vancou

ver. Nor can we. We should 
celebrate and emphasize what 
we have and what we are.

There is still a distinct 
sense of PLACE in Ontario 
and we need to preserve and 
celebrate it. By doing so we 
will reap dividends from tour
ists who don’t simply get off 
a bus, eat lunch at one of our 
fast food places and leave, 
but rather tourists who come 
for the weekend or for one 
or two week vacations. If we 
do it right, if we preserve our 
sense of Place, the City and 
its citizens will flourish, both 
economically and culturally.

Our speaker for October
Paul Clair is a life long resident of the Quinte area. He was 

the proprietor of Paul’s Place for many years until the effects 
of an industrial accident forced him to retire from barbering. He 
then studied broadcast journalism at Loyalist and after gradua
tion set up his own business PH Productions which specializes 
in industrial video production and can provide complete editing 
services for films, slides, and international transfers. He has a 
wide range of equipment and can take home films, 8mm, video 
of various sizes, edit and convert to DVD or other media.

ANNOUNCEMENT
C.W. (Bill) Hunt announced at the September meeting that the 
death of his son, Bill, over the summer has forced him to take 
a break from his duties as Program Director. He will not be 
able to serve on the executive next year. He noted that anyone 
with a phone can do the job of Program Director as we have 
a lengthy list of potential speakers so all that is required is to 
make one or two phone calls a month to line up the speaker. 
Hunt pointed out that since the 1980s he has served as a 
director of the society for about 15 years and needs a sab
batical. He hopes someone will step forward. He is willing to 
continue arranging the Ghost Town Tours for 2006.

REMEMBERING WORLD WAR II
“WE’LL MEET AGAIN”

Saturday, October 29, 2005
That’s the theme of this Year’s Banquet and 
Auction, featuring a “Star Studded Cast,” 

including Roy Bonisteel, Boyd Sullivan, and 
Orland French as well as the HCHS players in a 
skit that will tug at your heart strings and have 
you smiling—if not laughing—most of the time. 
One of the characters portrayed will be “Skin 

Flint Stringer,” a real life Belleville industrialist 
who did his damndest to keep Northern Electric 
from locating in Belleville for fear it might raise 
wages in the city. A well-known director of the 

Society will portray “Skinflint.”
So don’t you forget to call Peter Wheatley and 

order your tickets NOW!

“Only $35 for a
Great Evening’s Entertainment.”

BANQUET TO BE HELD  
a t#  1 Alhambra Square 
for TICKETS call Peter 

969-7750 (day) 
or 962-8489 (evening)

Mary McConnell 
Recognized

Society members and 
friends gave a standing 
ovation to Mary McConnell 
at the September meeting. 
Mary received a Good Citi
zen Certificate on the occa
sion of her retirement as an 
archive angel after twenty 
years service in the picture 
archives. Left to right are 
Orland French, Gerry Boyce 
and Mary.
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Saturday, September 10, was a red- 
I S  letter day for the Society. Not only did 

we see the rededication of the restored 
UEL Monument at the intersection of 
Front and Dundas streets in Belleville, 
but the society’s name was placed on a 
new nearby monument commemorating 
the groups and individuals who were 
responsible for saving and restoring the 
original monument. Our sincere thanks 
to the citizens who persuaded an earlier 
city council to preserve the monument, 
rather than destroying it to make way for 
an entirely new structure and to the late 
Jack Parrott and the Parrott Foundation 
who provided almost all the funds for the 
move and restoration.

(Right) Several thousand ribbons like this 
were distributed at the 1924 celebration. 
The “U.E.L” and the dates were in blue, 
while the other information was in red. 
Ask for a complimentary colour paper 
copy when you visit the Hastings Heritage 
Centre.
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(Above) Gwen Lazier Braidwood and Orland French 
discuss one of four new monuments near the original 
UEL Log Cabin monument. Now 100 years of age, and 
amazingly spry and alert for that age, Gwen discussed 
with Society president French her horseback ride from 
Belleville to Washington in 1924 to invite President] 
Calvin Coolidge to attend the Loyalist celebration in 
Belleville. The monument (by Campbell Monument of | 
Belleville) includes a photograph of Gwen presenting 
the invitation on the lawn of the White House.

_A :
Gwen Lazier Braidwood and Orland French listen to Jim 

Kokesh as he recalls Gwen’s horseback ride to Washing
ton in 1924. Eight years old at the time, Jim stood at the 
east end of Belleville and watched as Gwen rode “Tip” 
along Dundas Street on her way to the American border. 
Gwen recalled how she carried a pistol with her in case of 
any emergency and how she had to produce it on one oc
casion when trouble loomed.

Members of the family of the late Allan Dempsey UE stand by the monument 
that commemorates Allan’s walk to Toronto to invite provincial and municipal 
officials to visit the UEL Celebration in 1924. Second from the left is Lawrence 
Dempsey, a prominent vender on the Belleville Market.



GLANMORE
National Historic Site

257 Bridge Street East, Belleville, Ontario K8N1P4 (613) 962-2329

This June 1924 photo shows the cornerstone of the UEL 
Log Cabin during the dedication service. Fred Fargey 
(grandfather of Lome Fargey, who loaned this picture) 
is shown at right, while Colonel W.N. Ponton and other 
Masons take part in a ceremony at left. The wooden frame 
was used to help position the stone.

Bernice Parrott stands in front of the UEL Log Cabin Monument 
following the rededication ceremony. Speaker after speaker 
spoke of the debt owed by the community to Jack and Bernice 
Parrott.
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Hastings Heritage Centre News
In conjunction with Loyalist College’s 

Photojournalism Program, we have begun an 
innovative co-operative program.

Watch for more news in future issues of Outlook.

Hastings County Historical Society is based at the old township office in Can- 
nifton. Please address mail to General Delivery, Cannifton, Ontario KOK1KO 

Outlook is published in January, February, March, April, May, September, 
October and November for the friends and members of 

the Hastings County Historical Society.
It is edited and produced by Lewis Zandbergen.

Anyone wishing to submit articles or information may contact the editor at 
613-395-3022, or E-mail lewzan@ reach.net 

Thank you to The Community Press for its assistance.
PLEASE NOTE!

The Deadline for the November 2005 issue is October 20,2005
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