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Col. Roscoe Vander water 
Well Known in Military and 
Municipal Circles Dies at Home

Well known city and county agriculturist, business man and 
soldier, Colonel Roscoe Vanderwater, D.S.O., died suddenly at his 
farm home at Marsh Hill, near Foxboro, some time during the night. 
Col. Vanderwater had recently celebrated his 68th birthday.

Failing to see any signs of her father at an early hour, Mrs. 
Basil Kuglin, a daughter residing nearby went to the home and 
found her father in bed. He had died in his sleep. Funeral ar
rangements will be announced on Tuesday.

COL. ROSCOE VANDERWATER

The passing of Colonel Vander- 
water marks the end of a life fully  
and nobly lived. He served his com-  
munity, county and country well.  
He interspersed a busy agricultur-  
al life with a brilliant military car-  
eer, later entering political and  
business circles with the same zest  
that always characterized his ac- | 
tivities.

Colonel Vanderwater died in the  
home that gave him birth. He was  
the only child of the late Mr. and | 
Mrs. Charles Vanderwater, scions  
of one of Hastings county’s oldest  
families. Tall, with a distinguished  
bearing, he moved among a large  
circle of friends over a wide-spread  
district.

Surviving are Mrs. Vanderwater, 
the former Aileen O’Hara, three  
daughters, Mrs. Basil (Alison) | 
Kuglin, Marsh Hill, Mrs. Arthur 
(Margaret) Ghent, Sault Ste. Marie, 
Ont., and Mrs. Jack (Gena) Shibiey 
of the Hawaiian Islands, and three 
grandchildren.
HIGH MILITARY AWARD

Col. Roscoe Vanderwater served 
his country nobly and well. He wore 

( among his service decorations the 
coveted Distinguished Service Or
der, second only to the famous 
Victoria Cross, the highest Em
pire award given for valor in ac
tion.

A captain in the militia in 1915 he 
joined the 39th Battalion, CEF in 
Belleville in January 1915 and was 
billeted with the unit in a canning 
factory here. He assisted in the 
training of the unit and in May, 
1915, accompanied it overseas.

The 39th Battalion was used as a 
reinforcement unit and Major Van
derwater, along with other- 3nth 
Battalion officers, reverted to a 
lower rank to see active service in 
France. He was assigned to the 
2nd Battalion, First Brigade, First 
Division, CEK, later known as the 
“Iron Second,” with the rank of 
captain.

He remained with the “Second” 
until the end of the war and re
turned to Canada with the, unit.

He distinguished himself in 
France where he won the DSO for 
gallantry and distinguished ser

vice while in temporary command 
of the battalion. He fought brave
ly and well through the hell of the 
Ypres salient; Hill 60 and Hill 70 
and other battles where the Cana
dian Corps wrote brilliant pages in 
the nation’s history.

He was given temporary com
mand of the battalion before the 
Canadians’ assault on Hill 70 de
spite the fact he was suffering 
with a severely wrenched ankle. 
He refused to be invalided out of 
action and remained with the unit 
until the battle was over. He com
manded No. Four Company of the 
second with honor and distinction, 
serving under the commanding of
ficer of that time, Lieut. Col. L. T. 
McLaughlin of Bowmanville.
ELOQUENT TRIBUTE

One of his men. who served with 
him through the days of World 
War One, Sergeant R. W. Armi
tage, Alexander Street, who re
verted to the rank of private to see 
action in France, and who was 
awarded the Distinguished Con
duct Medal while serving with the 
colonel, paid simple and eloquent 
tribute to Col. Vanderwater this 
morning.
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, Visibly moved at the news of 
the death of Col. Vander water, Mr. 
Armitage said, “He was one of 
the best. A better or finer soldier 
never lived, nor served his’ coun
try. I am proud to have served 
under him.” ■ ■ ■ —

The cessation of hostilities did 
not affect Col. Vander water’s in
terest in the militia of his country.- 
He became associated with the 
then 15th Battalion Argyll Light-' 
Infantry and commanded the regi
ment from March 27, 1928 to
March 27, 1931 when he was plac 
ed on the reserve of officers. ' 

An active community worker Col. 
Vanderwater was always ready to 
lend a helping hand to anyone in 
trouble.

He was a member of the Marsh 
Hill United Church in which he took 
a keen interest. He was a member 
of the church board of stewards and 
when the original Marsh Hill church 
burned 30 years ago, donated the 
land for the site of the new build
ing.
LEADING CONSERVATIONIST

Keenly interested in conservation, 
he was one of the first farmers, in 
the Bay of Quinte district to start 
reforestation. Stands of pine set out 
30 years ago attest to his foresight 
regarding tile need for conservation 
of natural resources.

Realizing that more could be ac
complished in conservation by uhi- 
ted effort, Col. Vanderwater was 
primarily responsible for orgarii- 
zation of the Moira River Conser
vation Authority, and since the 
Authority was set up in 1947 had ac
ted as its secretary-treasurer.

He served his native township of 
Sidney for nearly two decades in 
various official capacities.

First he served as member of the 
township council and in 1925-28 ser
ved as deputy reeve, stepping up 
to the office of reeve in 1927 and 
served until the end of 1930; His 
father also served as reeve many 
years ago.

During his six years as member 
of county council he served'Oh var
ious county committees such as the 
roads and bridges committee, hos
pital board, and county home man
agement committee.

In 1930 he served as warden 
of Hastings, the highest- honor 
which the county can bestow. 
From 1946 to 1955 he acted as 
clerk of .Sidney township.
STAUNCH LIBERAL

A staunch Liberal in politics, 
he worked hard for the interests 
of his party. In 1926 he contested 
the Federal riding of Hastings 
South and in 1943 contested the 
Provincial riding of Hastings 
West.

He was a member of the Ad
visory Board of the Belleville 
branch of the Victoria and Grey. 
Trust Company, having acted in , 
this capacity since the establish
ment of the Belleville branch 
in 1949.

He had been director of the, 
Bay of Quinte Agricultural 
Mutual Fire Insurance Company 
for over 20 years and was past 
president of the Mutual Fire 
Underwriters’ Association of 
Ontario.

During the 1930’s he was dis
trict representative of the Farm
ers’ Credit Arrangement Act and 
also was local representative for. 
the Ontario Farm Loan Board.


