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"A list of Persons who have erected buildings within the limits of the Town Plot, on the front of the 
Mississagua Reservation, on the first Concession of the Township of Thurlow, lot number four, and 
their claims, or pretensions thereto__
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| Martha McIntosh
H II M

| John W. Meyers
Martha McIntosh 

u M ••
Thomas Sparham
Alex. 0. Petrie

Oisti llery 
Framed House 
Store House 
Framed House 
Barn 
Log House 
Framed House

It II

1801
1806
1808
1800
1810
1799
1802
1814

by Purchase
I.Ferguson's permission 
It It M
Indian Claim
Indian permission
by Purchase
by Purchase
I.Ferouson's oermission

7
8

8
8

10

11.12

2
2

2
2

2

2 
2

2 
2

2
I John Thompson 

It <1

II II

II II
1804
1804

Indian permission 
It II

12,13
13

। Neil McCartey 
Peter Holmes

। Margaret Simpson 
II II

Roswell Leavens 
It M

M M

Robert Smith 
M M

Roswell Leavens

It 1 II '

It II

U II

" Stables
" Store
" House
'• Stable
“ House
“ Store 

Blacksmith Shop

1815
1806
1799
1800
1809
1801
1803
1811
1813
1804

II It

II II

Indian permission
H II
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II II
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4" not claimed by
Theophilus Nelson 

It II

Allan Taylor 
It it

II It

Penuel G. Selden 
It It II

John Sparrow 
Richard Grooms

' It II

Framed Barns 
" House 
It H

“ Store 
" Stables 
" House
" Hatters Shop 
" House

" Stable

1815
1810
1811
1811
1812
1811
1811
1815
1810
1811

II H

II tl

II It

II II

II II

by Purchase 
It II

Indian permission 
by Rent
M II
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27
28
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31
31

1
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1
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1
1 
1 
1
2

3 
3
3
3
3
3
3
3 
3
3

I Roswell Leavens

।
I
1
1

John Everitt Junr- 
It M II

M II *

Simeon Ellis

Simon McNabb

Thomas Coleman 

It It

II II

John W. Meyers

" House
" & Log House
" Barn
" House
" House
" Store

Log B.Smith Shop
Framed House
Log House
Log House

1809
1809
1809
1815
1806
1815
1808
1815
1800
1807

by Purchase 
II II

II H

Indian Permission 
II II

II II
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2
2
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3 
3
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Purch^ by James 
McNabb Esqr. 
To be removed

It II

John Reynolds 
William G. Maybee 
James Harris

Framed Distillery 
" House
“ & Log House 
" House

18) $ 
1810 
1805 
1797

Indian permission 
It II

II u

by Purchase

40
38
29
20

2
1
2 
Stre

4
4
3 

et

River Moira 
28^ April 1816

Sam.G. Wilmot

Deputy Surveyor Samuel G. Wilmot prepared the above "list of claims of Inhabitants who have Erected Buildings on the 
Mississagua Reservation Lot No. 4 at the River Moira" on April 24, 1816, to accompany the "Plan of a Town Plot at the 
Mouth of the River Moira", which he had completed four days earlier. The "Numbers" column refers to lot numbers from 
south to north (1 through 42). The range number refers to the west (1) or the east (2) portion of the lot. The 
block number indicates distance from Front Street (block 1 is closest to Front Street). By reference to these numbers, 
each of the buildings listed above can be located on the plan. This list and the plan reveal how the land was obtained, 
how the residents earned a living, and how the Indian reserve was occupied by white settlers between 1799 and 1816. 
The plan also indicates buildings that were outside the town plot, for example Everett's brewery and Coleman's mills 
in lot 3 and Meyers' mills and store in lot 5.

The original list and plan are found in the archives of the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources.
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103.01 

1846 - Patent to ALEXANDER 0. PETRIE (Lot 7)
1869 - Sold to JOHN HAM PERRY by George Taylor (Sherriff)
1870 - Sold to ROBERT PERRY DAVY & VIRGILIUS SELDEN
1873 - Release of Claim to VIRGILIUS SELDEN by Robert 

Perry Davy
1875 - Mortgaged to WILLIAM H. CAMPBELL & DAVID BRENNAN 

for $300.00
1878 - Information taken from Goad Insurance Maps of that 

year: address-80 Front St.; 1 store, use not specified; 
stone facade; 2£ storey; fire escape on south west 
corner

1879 - Sold to HENRY ADAMS
- Sold to JAMES LEIGH
- Mortgaged to SAMUEL B. BURDETT for $400.00

1888 - Information taken from Goad Insurance Maps for that 
year: address-76 Front St.; 1 store ‘storage’; 
no other changes since 1878

I960 - Mortgaged to VICTORIA & GREY TRUST CO. for $15,000.00 ‘ 
1961 - Mortgaged to ASHTON WILLIAM JOHNSTON for $15,000.00

1898 - Sold to JOHN LLEWELLAN LEIGH & SIDNEY MENTON LEIGH
(from the Estate of James Leigh)

1911 - Sold to WILLIAM BLACK & SON for $1,100.00
Sold to DOMINION CANNERS LTD. for $1,500.00
Sold to MICHAEL J. LYNCH for $1,500.00

1926 - Sold to MABEL KATHLEEN BOULTER for $2,200.00
1934 - Sold to GEORGE J. SAUNDERS & ANITA CATHARINE SAUNDERS

— Mortgaged to PROSPERE FRECHETTE for $1,500.00
1941 - Sold to PROSPERE FRECHETTE
1945 - Sold to CLAYTON FRECHETTE & VIOLET PAULINE FRECHETTE
1953 - Sold to JOHN AUGUSTUS GOYER & EVELYN LILLIAN GOYER

- Mortgaged to ELIZABETH C. WILKINSON for $11,500.00
- Mortgaged to SIDNEY SPIE8EL for $5,000.00

1962 - Mortgaged to ASSOCIATES BUDGET PLAN LTD. for $5,000.00
1963 - Sold to BANCROFT HOLDINGS LTD.
1973 - Sold to MOMAR INVESTMENTS LTD.

- Mortgaged to BANCROFT HOLDINGS LTD. for $26,000.00 
1974 - Sold to JOSEPH BURKE & MARVIN HOLYMAN ’J. & M.

INVESTMENTS’ & ROBERT i-PimBEKT- CONSTRUCTION LTD. 
1978 - Sold to JOAN AGNES TRUDEAU & MARILYN ANNE TRUDEAU
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return and th* Lost oontin-

wind

W»3

sans,-

this

Carl

In milk

ginning tp arrive art the. local 
tourist camp.

attend a convention of YMCA 
executive*.'

50 YEARS AGO

coal for Capt, N. Allen at 
this city

Mra. 3. M. Gilbert of the
2nd conce*sion of Thurlow

visiting friends and .relative* 
in the city.

Mrs. Stephen Eustace ha*

City.
Mi** Stella Eustace 1* home

20 YEARS AGO
May *5 th, 18(0

with

What wa* »ald to be * me­
dium-sized bear . was seen

but his aww environment ap-

Mr. and Mr*, 'F>rl Boyd In 
Ottawa.

senger,

LOOKING BACKWARDS
GLEANINGS FROM OUR FYLES OF BYGONE YEARS

A meeting of the executive
of Che Toronto Chapter of the
Albert College (Belleville) 
Alumni was held at the horn* 
of th* president, Mra. A. F. 

s. Rev. Principal Bert
d outlined art length th* 

splendid growth of the col­
lege during th* last few year*, 
and assured members that the 
confidence placed in the facul
ty of Albert, College rank* 
second to non* in the eetlma 
tion of the faculty of Queen *
University, -.Kingston, 
which seat of learning Albert 
is affiliated. The College is
named tor the late Prince 
Consort Albert, huriband of 
Queen Victoria. At the con-
voeation on June 13th, a large 
painting of Prine* Albert, a 
gift of Hi* Majesty the King, 
will be hung in th* collog*

■chapel. ■' 

browsing in the garden of a
family named Riley, on th* 
Frankford Road near Wall 
bridge this week, according to
reports from that district Ap 
parantly Bruin had wandered 
far from his natural habitat, 

.-peared to have little effect on
him. Aftar tariffing about the 
'jfarden, the'gupiable bear am- 
’bledldf into Mi nearby thicket 

।w*« kwt from'sight;-
“4*amia‘.‘E. Wallbrldg*,

K.C^of Edmonton, AHa., is 
spending a abort time Jn<town 
visiting relatives and 1* the 
guest of his sister, MI** Amy 
Wallbridge. <

Mr, and Mrs. F/D. Scrip­
ture wpre weekend guests of

?30 YEARS AGO
May 25th, IBST" VO

K Long Hike — As an in­
dication of tha strength and .
anduranc* of the pioneers of 
thia district, a story about a
citizen. Alex. O. Petrie, which
is stlU related by the oldest
inhabitants, is interesting. Mr.
Petrie? had some busines* to 

Kingston, whichtransact in
was than the headquarters for

'military, mercantile and le­
gal business tor a consider­
able area. Transportation in
those-deys was primitive, and 
bumping over corduroy roads
in'apringleas stages or pioneer
oarts was not <.pleasant ex­
perience. Boat service, mor* 
or lass uncertain, was main­
tained but the speed of the 
packet* was extremely limit­
ed according to present day 
standard*, depending a good
deal on the nuallty of cord- 
wt>od available for .* fuel to

■learn. Mr. Petrie da-
ermined to travel to Kinciton

S packet, but when h« reach- 
the water front, b* found 

that the packet had already
cast off and was straightened 
away fop the vojag* to ths 
Limestone City.-'Notwithstan­
ding bls urgent signals and
the prosyact of another ps»- 

, the captain refused to 

uod li»r voyage. Mr, Petri* 
had made up his mind to Ko 
to Kingston, and as hi* logs
were strong and his
good, he proceeded to walk 
the distance; the result 
that he arrived In Kingston 
in time to welcome the boat 
upon it* arrival. Of course, in 
those days steamers were ra- 
thar slow, but it was a not­
able achievement just the

40 YEARjS AGO
May 25U>, IOS*-7 $ 

The following from
district will receive the degree 
of M.D., C.M., at Queen'* 
University: Austin Walter*
end J. Cummin® of thia city;
William Bower* of Sulphide: 

Haig of Tweed and
Scott Elliott of- Hungerford
townrihip, i

Money placed
bottles at homa* on the west 
|hill is being stolen, Something 
should bt vione-to «top this, 

Touring motorists line be­

Mr. Allan Dcmpaey, son of 
Mr, and Mrs, W, C. Dempsey 
of Ameliasburg, has gradua­
ted at the Ontario Agricultur­
al College, Guolph. Ont- 

Mr, and Mrs. J oseph Shortt
left today to motor to Detroit,
Mich., where Mr. Shortt will

May 25th, >
The schooner Freeman has 

cleared tor Oswego to load 

township ha* left to visit her 
nephew, the'Rev, N. Gilbert 
at Dalrymple.

Mr. and Mr*. N, A. Boni-
steel are visiting their son, 
Dr. Bonisteel, in Ingersoll

Mrs. S. Carr of Tpronto 1*

returned home aftar spend­
ing some time in New York

from Toronto on a visit.
The schooner Mazie, with

Capt Matthew* In command, 
has cleared-for Oswego.
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I n if । ।Tho Aaeiaea for thfo^MidlaniJf District cloned in 
astown on Tuesday Mwirning,Rafter being held for

those • 
Monde

7«- from Jierald a Usi »f

I^iekartl vii eworn—waa craving tlwXfulgg on 
tbe J4t|i, mw I’mue irn-et tlw fi*»t witnvaa, Parker 
raw him 'ake pot a pi.ml, atlmau-k h ; apdMw 
Pai^ei taku oai hia pocket booked ami gvet^m'mn, 
rtryj; ifoy llun went to a tavtyn ; a le l^.a^er. 
wattle friiniraa went in «!-«•; ,a4r the pwtMpgW; 
C<m|il ryot tell vrbrlbrr it waa lAadr^, 1 1

* months 
.WrS.O

Edward Gima, convicted 
forwe months imprisonment.

•oldie r to defort.

rami Larceny-

flMrf Efraa. the him crhiw^mHwed J •• pawn da, 
•«d throe moauie impriaenment.r j,

Jahn HaUm, tbe sanaa crime—baniabar for aevan 
Jcara, to teavo the province within four dayal

Sgirewata Haaacy, eotorej man, for alaaling an ox 
- eeven years banishment. J ‘ '

H'hilcfoad Grafol Laacicny—food forty
•billings and two tnoniha ifo|>r'soamcat. I'

Jahn Kmaedy, obi a iniog' goofs under fata pro- 
tenceie—4oar month* Imprtanmenl. ' |

- Hagk GraAs*, tho anuM cruue—four 1400tha irm 
lynaaament. f ( •!
f It w ill be wen that tbe only ease punishable with 

death is that of Alexander O. ^etrie. j IThere are 
Many riicoDistances in this case which ahoold be 
ennsuierod in extenuation.of the crime*of Petrie-

> He had always borne tsp (o the |imo of( hir acreet, 
| tbe chkractev of a man <>f integrity1 end oftrigbc and 

honorable foelinga, and been so eoteerbad by his 
hrvgbbotsra. Tbe nfil-nce for which he stood fodich

[ a . . ‘ . -I . L

of strong excitement, but with no ii

ration. being the ciroumrtancea l^i tbe m-
•tanCa of Patrie, they are p-iwttlul ressorta to move 
tbe Executive clemency, which wilt noipowbt be
mow* iq hi^ favour. - H

way Hubbery.
——t Parker—Tbe first 

rhort time ago, hr had uccaawifi 
liasburgh Io Hallaville. A dw 
Patrie and another person (Hi 
should csrr/ him. ,i Henneeev' 
than that nt Petrie, am| «• theW 
vieea determined to cross with;

that a

Obliged tn bo a > we nt owrse 
sfo have been- kindly furn following

ordingly did •• A lcw days afterward! witness 
whs crossing the bpwlge st Bel tville; Pel if pessed 
hfo^ snd alter posting, turner round, tn I threw a

yforartben approsclwd him, a >dntevcnlM|l pistol 
sl' huthapd de«4iid«d thrte hflkrs. Tip pistol 
was eiickdd, amt prcseritdd tp t a Wvast of (J____ , 
at • distance of not awirk th* i f<|ir feet f tan him. 

' Pvlrfo |h^b Mid Io witness, *| y u 
o<tr pwHicy thal I care 
kJl and Mid lie would

asf of Hjkaeaa,

if Lot
u imned rUhin, it

sent; r«-<ne sppraw-d to Im ipHgrlal rage j e>ndd 
not trU wfcallw r tut inland* d ant'irynry to that man ; 
could md mv that lie thought P<Vne w<-uld biive dr- 
mantled tbe'muacy, A be t^ad not ebnautaed konedf 
entitled ta iL - • r

ha wict him upon tbe bodge, 
yen pn tha kpol; wbetbet bei 
iiof' Witnese 
net and pave bun. ' 

CrMs-rawatinri/—PiJ not at
it was nwK-vrnmg.

- Jfoyol Jtfiu|resworn— Witness put rcneaftsVlhe 
•flaHjOvi the bndg>-. who said to wuacss, M WtW I 
have *>-t myj psy, bu^ it wm st, the mouth of tbe

tomta M WnAnatlaaHiarcM ika

»n»e or 1 wdl kit) 
the sum or

, J/rarj Baldwin ia called •• toi live ckar*ter of 
'pviaiMle'—S atea that he know a nothing to ma per. 
jirtKt^of htv funeral character, but when tipay be ia 

’ whllie rough. !
Ilia Lord a up Lciore anuinunrr up ib« evidence, 

madi aoine ie larks upOO the nature of the o^caea 
Curnawtied ' i

inHM-

er atawds indicted M" 
_____donbUaWare that I 

n«» tasgsr capital; b»*wbed„—T 
stances of aggravation it then bed 
as the lew Wow standa Tha 
eeJ severaleases cf this deecript’.eo^-ts 
fnun a person violc ntfy, pet twig huh in 
•a yi tne pveacnl i see: tbe break mg a I 
desigri Ie omnovt theft. Ad. Tho qu<

of taH*

with •

■ey, soil io charged against Inao, frosts tl4
lee violently, putting fo<n in bodily fosr, 
oe^y. Ifsn, it Will beyoar rfety toflno l 
but »f you find that the case wont* any M 
ticulaca, it will be your doty to BCtpuit hi 
der to eetablish the case, it is reneiwte 0
tbe property waa taken completely' 
session,ana against the will of lbs peooeca 
feloniously. In the prevent caaei lJ*P 
there ran be no, kind of doubt that the Bev 
tske tbe money' tbe only qoestin^ ipaiAes 
■arKmdlwsw Iwa tt^uaH W CoLmacsAal r—^Jsa^aatoa '

In of. 
,w iftat

dal

taking

anddtdao| Wipioaa tbcviaek 
pi io Khn ai rccei|4 for the tnone 
fj, a I'd Ihf-y went into* lav 
ll Iv give lam a rtlci ipt., 
, O^l-rxhaiford—pHrio io 
tr*M of lh^ f<rry, ।.tiered to 
ncia fell mure pafe in Henne 
nedey ; dia a hql rih’Urcf thal 
to go u illi Jlenni acy, but l< Jd i 
ulnxyrr fie went with. P<- 
a challenge a day or tWo b« 
r|ai|iuii McKenxic, wlniui be

— ...... y hint, 
had sent Iwiteess 
by • j« *»g man

him I 
etrio I 

hreh he

liwe 
the Ira 

boat । 
trie fo>bi
ho loiist

hsj a 
I Wil. 

Ilen- 
itness

"to a quibtuui by king's C«H 
trfold turf have pax] the nunw*

money; 
w6oU 

to

n»H paid the iwihJ g fair yf
dyalh ; Ite fhd not consider U a, is^dcbt. 

Mc^xanfnrd by Cotinwl for . manner—►
ktxtw u hrt|i<-r the piaud an 
ther t Lad i Hint.

not

conceive that at prevent you will confine 
(ion entirely to the qwestiort, wbethyr 
waa a violent trespass, or a.fefonioue setj 
dent, I think, that tbe ptieonCr did not ^t 
commit a robbery in I lie-common accept' 
term. Tbe prisoner having a lesse of the _, 
Belleville, conatdareii btmsejf entitled to the fmosnt 
of ferriage, althoogfi the prosaeulor, |t ateprara, 
crossed with another perron, with whom Pel ne had 
had some altercation about the carrying of the prw- 
Bocutor. But tbe prisoner had no rigblto redress 
him sei l'by violence, hig remedy wan by sSf attioo al 

His Lordship repeated tn tbe Jury the so^stanee 

of the testimony, and th* Jury having rating! for a 
f«rw hours, returned into court with a veidrct <4 
GuiUf. ^, .• I .

importsnedtried, the details of which are alrvwdy

ii> ba bitanta.



Ui s4ori*C bj Gerald E- Be 
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One of tin* most unusal stories about early travel concerns the ferry 
between Belleville and Ameliasburgh Township. This ferry had begun 
operation when Belleville was still known as Meyers’ Creek, and the im­
portance of this service led to its operator, David llennesey, being exempted 
from military service in the War of 1812. After Hennesey's death his 
widow kept the ferry lor several years. Then in 1832, Alexander Oliphant 
Petrie of Belleville was awarded a seven year licence to operate a ferry 
for a ^15. 12s. 9d animal rent. I nforlimalely business was poor, since 
others operated rival services.

Matters came to a head in the summer ol 1833 when the agent of an 
American circus company approached Petrie to lake the circus, including 
“wild beasts and stage dancers', from the Prince Edward County shore to 
Belleville. A price of fifteen shillings was agreed upon. For three con­
secutive days Petrie crossed to Ameliasburgh where he awaited the ar­
rival of the troop from its engagement at Hallowell (Pieton). When the 
company finally arrived, it hired the larger llennesey boat to cross to Belle­
ville.

Petrie was infuriated. He sent a challenge to the circus agent and 
two days later accosted him, presented a loaded pistol to his breast, and 
demanded three dollars at the peril of his life. Ilie agent paid the money 
and demanded a receipt, which Petrie gave. Amazingly, this transaction 
took place in daylight in front of several witnesses on Belleville's lower 
bridge.

Petrie was then arrested, charged with armed robbery and lodged in 
Kingston gaol. At his trial in August, he pleaded that the money demanded 
was simply the contrail price to which he was legally entitled as the 
licensed operator of the ferry. Alter lengthy deliberation, the jury found 
him guilty and on the morning of August 6. tin- sentence of death was 
rendered by Justice .1. B. Macaulay. Thal same afternoon, Justice Macaulay 
wrote to the government recommending the ease as a proper one for royal 
clemency. Petrie's cause was also taken up by the Kingston press and the 
citizens of Belleville. He was described as a “man of integrity and up­
right and honourable feelings" and Reverend Thomas Campbell wrote that 
Petrie would rather “submit Io Martyrdom in ils most excruciating form 
than do an act that he considered dishonourable or mean". The govern­
ment pardoned Petrie.

Released from custody, Petrie returned Io the ferry service, but some 
of the people who had testified to his honesty and reliability now began 
to find fault with his service. Henry W. Yager criticized Petrie’s lack of 
faithfulness and announced that he was prepared to fit out a boat powered 
by two horses Io of fer improved service. Augustus Bennett complained of 
the "great inconvenience sustained by the public" because of inefficient 
ferry service and proposed to use horse power and later steam power. It 
was insinuated that Petrie might know something about rival ferry boats 
having been "broken in someway unknown ". Despite these charges and 
insinuations by Petrie's jealous commercial rivals, the local citizens gener­
ally continued to regard him highly and in 1811 he served as president 
or mayor of the village of' Belleville.
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