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The Remarkable Journey of Charles MacDonald at the 

Gallery, Belleville Public Library from 2 to 4 p.m. 

May 16th – Our Public Presentation brings dynamic 

speaker and author John Boyko speaking on his book, 

Blood and Daring: How Canada Fought the American 

Civil War and Forged a Nation.   

May 27th – Historical Bus Tour to North Hastings County 

to discover the wonderful and wacky tales of pioneer life 

in the northern regions of our County. 

July 23rd – Meet Sir John A. and Lady Macdonald live as 

we celebrate Confederation of Canada at O’Hara Mill 

Heritage Day, just north of Madoc. Hear the rousing 

speech that brought our country together and enjoy the 

full slate of music and events at Heritage Day.   

September 19th – Our Public Presentation brings author 

and historian Steven Duff speaking on his book, Hunter of 

Dreams: A Story of the Underground Railroad, the story 

of Belleville’s Dr. Alexander M. Ross. 

October 17th – Our Public Presentation brings historian 

Mary Kavanagh with colourful stories from Bancroft Then 

and Now. Illustrated with fascinating historical photos.  

October 28th – Society’s Banquet and Concert to cele-

brate the 90th anniversary of the Commodores Orchestra, 

at the Air Force Museum in Trenton.   

November 21st – Our Public Presentation brings filmmak-

er Doug Knutson and author Peggy Dymond Leavey to 

present The Movie Years – 100th Anniversary of Trenton’s 

Heyday as Hollywood North.  

Historical Society  
Unveils Major Events  

for 2017 
The year 2017 is a very special one for all of us, marking 

the 150th anniversary of Confederation, the official events 

for the 200th anniversary of the naming of Belleville and 

the 60th birthday of the Society itself. For this special year, 

the Historical Society has planned several exciting events.  

All Public Presentations are held at Maranatha, 100 Col-

lege Street West, Belleville at 7:30 p.m. Full details are 

available on our website www.hastingshistory.ca. Mark 

your calendars: 

January 17th – Our Public Presentation brings author and 

historian Jane Simpson speaking on her book, Soldier, 

Settler, Sinner: The Remarkable Journey of Charles Mac-

Donald and his adventures from the Napoleonic Wars to 

the Caribbean and ultimately to settling in Point Anne. 

February 21st – Our Public Presentation brings author 

and historical researcher Bill Kennedy speaking on The 

History of Canada’s Maple Leaf Flag. The story of the 

rancorous debates, bizarre proposals and final coming to-

gether of the nation. 

February 23rd – A celebration of the achievements of 

author, journalist and political commentator Peter C. 

Newman. Everyone is invited to join in this event at the 

Gallery, Belleville Public Library from 2 to 5 p.m.   

March 21st – Our Public Presentation brings author, jour-

nalist and historian Orland French speaking on The 100th 

Anniversary of Canada’s Coming of Age at Vimy Ridge 

with the amazing stories of the event that moulded Canada 

into a nation.  

April 18
th

 – Our Public Presentation brings Community 

Archives Archivist Amanda Hill speaking on The 100th 

Anniversary of the Opening of the Deseronto Air Camps 

and the Town’s Contribution to WWI. 

April 22nd – Book Launch sponsored by Historical Socie-

ty for Jane Simpson’s new book, Soldier, Settler, Sinner: 

Canadian Women of World War II  
Extraordinary Times  

By Bill Kennedy 

Extraordinary Women, Extraordinary Times is the book 

by Napanee author Sherry Pringle that looks at the roles 

played by sixty Canadian women in World War II. The 

book is her second one related to the war, the first being 

All the Ship’s Men, which tells the story of HMCS Atha-

http://www.hastingshistory.ca
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basca and its sinking by enemy fire five weeks before the 

Allied invasion of Normandy in 1944.   

As a professional in the visual arts, Pringle said she never 

harboured any inclination to write a book, but the story of 

the Athabasca on which her uncle served and then the 

World War II service of Canadian women were topics 

that really caught her interest. As guest speaker at the His-

torical Society’s November public event, she shared her 

research experiences about the latter publication.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Extraordinary Women, Extraordinary Times is a tale of 

Canadian women engaged in diverse military professions. 

Servicewoman Frances Plomer was an expert in muni-

tions, something her daughter Judy Plomer never knew 

until after her mother’s death. Gladys Arnold from Winni-

peg was Canada’s only female war correspondent and was 

in Paris when the Germans invaded the city. Elsie Mac-

Gill, an aeronautical engineer, was known as Queen of the 

Hurricanes because of her job of overseeing the produc-

tion of Hawker Hurricane aircraft in Thunder Bay, Ontar-

io. She was also the designer of the Maple Leaf Trainer 2. 

And there was Kathleen Gilmour, a nursing sister who 

ended up a P.O.W. in Hong Kong.    

Piloting aircraft numbered among the many duties Cana-

dian women undertook. Marion Orr flew with the Air 

Transport Auxiliary and was expected to know not only 

how to fly nearly a hundred varieties of aircraft, but also 

how to land in just about any weather. It was not unusual 

to find female pilots reading flying manuals on the tarmac 

before a flight!  

During her research Pringle told of speaking to one wom-

an in her nineties in whom she thought she detected a 

Scottish accent. She asked her about it, and the woman 

Sherry Pringle displaying 

her book   

Photo by Bill Kennedy 

said yes, she was originally from Scotland, but had mar-

ried a Canadian soldier during the war and afterwards 

moved to Canada. When asked what she had done during 

the war, the woman said she had worked in communica-

tions in England. On a hunch, Pringle asked if that had 

been at the code-breaking headquarters of Bletchley Park, 

at which point the conversation ended. Even after the pas-

sage of more than half a century since war’s end, the wom-

an still felt strictly bound by the oath to secrecy to which 

she and all Bletchley Park personnel were sworn.  

 

 
A Long-Hidden, Faded and 

Worn Piece of Paper 
By Vern Whalen 

 

Upon the closing of the Point Anne Fire Hall, workers 

found something in the rafters. The long-hidden, faded and 

worn piece of paper was very fragile due to age. The paper 

stock was rough, off-white and lined. It looked as if it may 

have been from the old scribblers that we had in school. 

The penmanship of the writing gave evidence that the writ-

er was meticulous and well educated. There was writing 

on both sides with the numbers 7 and 8 at the top. Thus, 

what it appeared to be was a letter that had been more than 

eight pages long. 

It was not going to be an easy task to decipher what had 

been written due to the style of writing, smearing of ink 

and some fading. By scanning the pages and then magnify-

ing the copy, I was able to understand some of what was 

written. It was painstaking work, but the following is what 

I gathered. 

Pg. 7 

I say that course they gave you at Camp Borden seems 

rather like something they might give a girl to make them 

Practical Nurses. It sure must be rather above you, to have 

somebody show you how to take care of babies etc. I do 

hope my little reprimand in my last letter to you did not 

worry you too much if it did only what I requested & for-

give me for being so harsh. Darling I so wish it were pos-

sible for a person to save up their [    ] even if only for a 

few weeks. I miss you so very much that I really can’t stop 

continually reading over your letters several times. 

I just happened to notice that here it is Oct 8th one could 

think I believe that I would be away from you for so very 

long & to me I feel as if I have been away from you for 

almost a year. I wish to God time would go a little faster & 

get this war won & over with because as for myself It can’t 

possibly end too soon. 

I don’t possibly see how eastern front will be opened be-
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& from what I have seen & heard, it might be because of 

the war but it doesn’t seem to the case here. 

Darling [    ] would it trouble you a little if [    ] 

Go for the wrong [    ] 

Let the [    ] details about [    ]   

Who would have written this letter and to whom? When 

was it written? Where was the rest of the letter? Obvious-

ly the letter was written during WWII and appears to be 

from a soldier overseas in England to a female in Canada. 

For many years the upstairs of the fire hall has been the 

apartment of Frank and Kathleen MacDonald. They ran a 

general store below and had one son, Earle, who became a 

doctor in Belleville. The doctor was married by the time 

of the war and is not known to have enlisted. There are 

some indications that the MacDonald couple took in 

boarders. Also it is possible that someone working in the 

store below could have stashed the letter in the rafters, 

during or after the war. Why it was hidden and what hap-

pened to the rest of the letter will remain a mystery. 

The soldier is writing to his girl who seems to have taken 

nursing courses at Camp Borden. He seems to think the 

course is meaningless to her qualifications. He apologizes 

for something harsh he has written, but expresses longing 

for her by re-reading her letters and wishing the war was 

over.  

Interestingly, he discusses the prolonged German surge 

into Russia where the Germans met great resistance—as 

history recorded. 

He seems to express his even sensual feelings for his lady 

and suggests the English women cannot compare to those 

home in Canada. Thus he says he would never be unfaith-

ful to her even given their distance apart.  

Some or all of the above may be pure conjecture in my 

mind. Without having access to the rest of the letter, it is 

extremely difficult to get a clear picture of what was go-

ing on in the minds of these lovers, torn apart by war. We 

will never know what really happened to this couple. I do 

nevertheless remain a romantic, believing that the soldier 

did come home to Canada, and that the pair enjoyed a life 

filled with all they had ever anticipated. 

This story does provide some insight into what two lovers 

may have had to endure in wartime.  However, much will 

forever remain a mystery with this long-hidden, faded and 

worn piece of paper. 

 

 
 

fore spring, if then, but even so we are no doubt very 

strong & as for Germany she must be getting weaker be-

cause no nation can continue against such stubborn re-

sistance as is being put up by Russia. I will never believe 

that a force attacking as Hitler is doing against Russia 

can possibly suffer fewer casualties than a defending 

force. 

Pg. 8 

I am really getting away from my little subject which inci-

dentally in case you didn’t know happens to be you with 

all your curves smiles & loveliness. I notice you men-

tioned something about sending Kleenex in a box to me 

well I get the point & you have no fears.  

On the other hand if I were in Canada I would say you 

were getting, well maybe I had better not say, it but you 

know what I am thinking about in regards to the above.   

Darling I can assure you with all faith that I haven’t any 

urge or desire to go out & take advantage of our situation. 

[    ] meeting you & in previous letters I did state that the 

English women don’t come up to the Canadian taste not 

mine anyway. I like a girl to be all femine & have morals 

Page 7  Letter shows handwriting bleeding from the 

other side which reveals how thin the paper is. 
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in the 1880s. 

The writer, a resident of Prince Edward County, was refer-

ring to the lengthy waits locals, on both sides of the Bay of 

Quinte, had to endure for transportation across the water 

by the only means available at the time - slow moving fer-

ries, which were, in the earlier days, operated by a horse 

walking the treadmill or using the sail. Steam ferries came 

in replacing the older carriers, somewhat lightening the 

misery of the travelers, especially farmers with their pro-

duce laden wagons. 

Nick and Helma Mika, authors of the book 'Mosaic of 

Belleville' referred to the market report of Dec. 29, 1876 in 

their book to emphasize Belleville's importance as an out-

let for farmer's produce in the late nineteenth century. The 

report said: "The market today was the largest seen in 

Belleville for many years. Every available ground space on 

the ground was occupied and Pinnacle Street utilized for 

farmers' teams. In the inside market the throng was so 

great that it was difficult to pass through the crowds... " 

The Mikas wrote that on a cold, blustery day the farmers 

from across the Bay had to sit in their wagon waiting for 

the boat to run three times across the bay and back before 

they could be accommodated. 

It was a problem that caught the attention of a group of 

well-known businessmen of the day including Thomas 

Ritchie, Henry Corby, James Brown, George S. Tickell, 

Uriah Thompson, Charles F. Smith and William Anderson 

who held the charter for the operation of the steam ferry 

Bridging Belleville and  

Prince Edward County 
By Donna Fano 

Steamer ships were sent along Quinte Bay connecting 

Hastings County to Prince Edward County before the 

1820s. H.P. Redner’s paddle steamer was one of the ear-

ly ones advertised in the Hastings County Directory 1864

–1865 which ran between Ameliasburg and Belleville. 

The fare was 1d. (pence) each way per passenger, and 

the crossing was made seven to eight times a day both 

ways across the bay.  

In 1887 when a Bill of Charter regarding the Bay of 

Quinte Scheme to build a bridge between Belleville and 

Prince Edward County came up, Trenton was up in arms 

about the proposal. Its residents feared the effect the plan 

would have on ships navigating the bay and on the Mur-

ray Canal being built at the time. Samuel Squires Young, 

a merchant in Trenton, voiced the objection to Alexander 

Robertson M.P. (Robertson represented Hastings West 

provincially in the Legislative Assembly of Ontario from 

1879 to 1882 and Hastings West federally in the Canadi-

an House of Commons from 1882 to 1888 as a Con-

servative member.) Alexander Robertson responded that 

Trenton’s fears were unfounded and safeguards would be 

put in place to protect the marine interests of any group. 

He also replied that it would be a great advantage to have 

the direct connection to increase trade with the county. 

The County Council of Hastings and Prince Edward had 

unanimously endorsed the scheme and recommended its 

construction to the Governor in Council and of Parlia-

ment. If there were any serious objections, the Honorable 

Mackenzie Bowell would be called in to support the pro-

ject. 

An article written by Benzie Sangma in The Intelligencer 

on April 24, 2010 reveals how the swing bridge changed 

the region. 

"It is  enough to wear the patience of a preacher,"   wrote 

one exasperated farmer to the Weekly Intelligencer back 

The Bay Bridge, Bay of Quinte, Ontario, built in 1891 

CABHC HC00357 

Reproduction of a postcard of the Bay Bridge, Rossmore, 

Ontario                                                       CABHC HC00356 

Advert for the H.P. Redner ferry, operated by John  

Redner                        Hastings County Directory, 1864-1865 

“It is 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hastings_West_%28provincial_electoral_district%29
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Legislative_Assembly_of_Ontario
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hastings_West
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canadian_House_of_Commons
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canadian_House_of_Commons
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Conservative_Party_of_Canada_%28historical%29
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Conservative_Party_of_Canada_%28historical%29
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operating on the bay beginning in 1879. The men formed 

a company called Bay of Quinte Bridge Company and 

began to raise funds for building a bridge spanning 

across the bay in 1887. 

Being a privately promoted project, the citizens made 

generous subscriptions to the capital stock. The total cost 

of the structure was near the $100,000 mark, a large 

amount for that time considering money was scarce and 

material relatively cheap. Belleville was noted to contrib-

ute $30,000 for the project while $15,000 was collected 

from Ameliasburgh Township. 

Just four years later, in 1891, the long hoped for bridge 

across the bay was completed. It was opened for traffic 

and people on both sides of the Bay of Quinte received the 

event with great enthusiasm. 

Public access to the bridge, however, came with a price. 

Toll fees were set up by the company directors. Children 

under the age of six were allowed across free of charge. 

Their parents walking with them across the newly com-

pleted bay bridge between Belleville and Rossmore, how-

ever, had to pay a nickle each to take advantage of the 

new facility. A single horse and wagon was charged 10 

cents with five cents for each additional horse. A horse 

and a rider had to pay 10 cents. A traveler with a wheel-

barrow was charged five cents while a special declining 

rate was in effect for one driving a herd of cattle across 

the bridge. But over the years, the toll fees were felt to 

strangle business transactions between the city and the 

communities in Prince Edward County. 

In 1920, the Bay Bridge was bought jointly by the City of 

Belleville, the County and the provincial government and 

so became a public utility. Much to the delight of the lo-

cals, on July 1,1921, toll fees on the bridge were officially 

removed. 

With modern day volume of motor traffic across the 

bridge and pleasure boats plying the Bay of Quinte in the 

1960s, the aging swing bridge began to be seen as fast 

becoming outdated. 

Apart from frequent traffic tie-ups during the summer 

boating season, highway engineers discovered that one of 

the piers of the old bridge was slowly sinking into the 

mud. Periodical repair work required on the bridge also 

interrupted traffic flow, and a number of accidents involv-

ing highway transports, which collided with the bridge 

truss work increasingly became a big concern. It was 

time, area residents agreed, to replace the old bridge. 

The actual work on the current bridge started in Dec. 

1980. Within two years, on Dec. 4, 1982, it was first 

opened to traffic. 

A marvel in engineering skill, the Norris Whitney Bridge, 

named after the man who spearheaded the campaign for 

its construction beginning in 1967 when a study for the 

project first began gathering momentum, replaced the 90-

year-old swing bridge, which was finally closed down in 

early September of 1982. 

At the present time the civilians of Belleville and Prince 

Edward County are pleased to see the overhaul of the 

Dundas Street/Bay Bridge Road junction finally complet-

ed as one of Build Belleville’s projects. Lineups of vehi-

cles had spanned far down the hill to Coleman Street at 

rush hours during the construction, and this ended with the 

completion of the project. 

http://www.intelligencer.ca/2010/04/24/swing-bridge-

changed-region 

 

 

On the Home Front 
Excerpts from The Intelligencer 

January 1917 
By Laurel Bishop 

January 3, 1917: Much attention will be attracted to the 

invalid chair placed in the window of the Thompson’s fur-

niture store. This chair is being sent to a hospital in Eng-

land by the Women’s Institute of West Belleville, for the 

use of wounded soldiers. …  The chair will bear the in-

scription of the Women’s Institute, and will no doubt 

Norris Whitney Bridge was named after Norris Eldon Howe 

Whitney in tribute for his lengthy public service. He was a 

Canadian politician, who represented Prince Edward-

Lennox in the Legislative Assembly of Ontario from 1951 to 

1971 as a Progressive Conservative member.   

Photo by Donna Fano 

http://www.intelligencer.ca/2010/04/24/swing-bridge-changed-region
http://www.intelligencer.ca/2010/04/24/swing-bridge-changed-region
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canada
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Prince_Edward-Lennox_%28provincial_electoral_district%29&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Prince_Edward-Lennox_%28provincial_electoral_district%29&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Legislative_Assembly_of_Ontario
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Progressive_Conservative_Party_of_Ontario


     6 

cheer the hearts of some Canadian boys who have been so 

unfortunate as to need it.” 

January 4, 1917: “ ‘Bad cases’ will commence arriving 

from England shortly at the rate of about 300 a week. The 

Dominion Hospitals Commission has secured accommoda-

tion for 1,610 of the soldiers to be sent from Britain before 

reaching the convalescent stage. This is an innovation. Pre-

viously very few ‘bad cases’ have been received in the Do-

minion. …  The hospital trains of ten cars being supplied by 

the Government railway will be ready by January 12. The 

train will run as far as Winnipeg.” 

January 5, 1917: “The officers of the 254th (Quinte) Battal-

ion are inaugurating an aggressive recruiting campaign, and 

are going to give a series of band concerts in the Northern 

district, commencing at Bancroft on Monday next, January 

8th. On Tuesday evening they will be at Monk Road school-

house and Fort Stewart; at Maynooth on the 10th, and Coe 

Hill and St. Ola on the 11th. Addresses will be delivered at 

these concerts.” 

January 11, 1917: “Appeal Made to Horse Lovers. Mr. 

Rees has come to Canada to seek help for the wounded ani-

mals in France and Belgium. Mr. Rees represents officially 

the Fund for Sick and Wounded Horses …  which has al-

ready provided at the front four new veterinary hospitals, 

with ‘wards’ and ‘beds’ which ensure treatment for 4,000 

horses at the same time. In addition to these hospitals are 

quarters for the men, 40 motor and horse ambulances, corn 

crushers, motor lorries for fodder, etc. …  Since the war 

started 934,265 horses and mules have been shipped from 

the American Continent to the war area where there are now 

millions of animals within a five-mile fire zone, chiefly be-

cause motor traction is impossible there. The Canadian Vet-

erinary Hospital is estimated to cost $60,000 and will care 

for 1,000 horses at the one time.” 

January 12, 1917: “Cannot Wear Khaki. From Winnipeg 

comes the announcement that military headquarters there 

have ordered that civilians wearing uniforms which even 

resemble those adopted by the military are to be fined $50, 

or sentenced to three months in jail. The order was sent out 

from Ottawa for the purpose of putting a stop to hundreds of 

parents dressing their children as soldiers.” 

January 16, 1917: “The 254th (Hastings and Prince Edward 

Counties) Battalion is introducing a novel method to aid 

recruiting here. They have secured from the proprietors of 

the pool-rooms here to place a desk in each pool room with 

two men stationed there to plead with young men to join the 

battalion. Some of the leading citizens have volunteered to 

assist and will make short recruiting speeches to the players 

and assist the recruiting men in the poolrooms.” 

January 20, 1917: “A whirlwind opening characterized the 

Citizen’s Recruiting Campaign now on in this city. Prompt-

ly at one o’clock to the accompaniment of steam whistles 

and bells, the men of the 235th Belleville Battalion, headed 

by their brass band, moved up Front Street, which was alive 

with more than the usual Saturday throng of people. …  

During the morning hundreds of cards were distributed 

among the merchants and business men of the down town 

section. In signing these cards the men visited pledged their 

best efforts to secure at least one recruit for the cause.” 

January 22, 1917: “Recruiting addresses were given in var-

ious educational institutes and industrial plants in the city 

today by the 235th Battalion. Albert College was visited this 

morning, addresses being given by Major G. J. Campbell, 

Chief Recruiting Officer of the 3rd District, and Mrs. Par-

sons. The same speakers addressed the pupils of Queen 

Mary School. During the noon hour at 12.45, Capt. Lane 

and Sergt. Mellor of the 235th Battalion visited the Graham 

Evaporator plant, and the Canadian Steel Company’s plant 

was visited this afternoon by Capt. Shaughnessy, Capt. Lane 

and Capt. Miller. At 5.45 this evening, Major Campbell, 

Sergt. Mellor and Mrs. Parsons will address the employees 

of Marsh and Henthorne Munitions Plant. Deacon’s Shirt 

Factory will also be visited by Mrs. Parsons; and the same 

speaker will this evening address a meeting for women in 

the High School.” 

January 25, 1917: “Under the auspices of the St. Julien 

Chapter, I.O.D.E. last evening about forty boys representing 

the High and Public Schools of the city were entertained at 

the Y.M.C.A. Lecture room. …  The object of the gathering 

was to organize the boys for a canvass of the city and collect 

old newspapers, magazines and waste paper in order that 

some may be baled and sold, proceeds to go to the Chapter 

for patriotic purposes. …  Principal McLaurin of the High 

School said the boys had a goal before them namely to make 

$4,000 a year. The ladies and boys can successfully carry 

out most anything. If the boys put their vim into the scheme 

it will prove a great success.” 

January 26, 1917: “Men who have been turned down as 

being unfit, now have a chance to serve their country by 

enlisting in the 257th Railway Construction Battalion. The 

medical standard of this battalion is reduced from that de-

manded for service in the trenches, while the age limit is 

extended to 48 years. …  The following is the list of the 

class of men wanted for the battalion. Foreman: General 

foremen, walking bosses, excavation, rock work, drilling, 

track-work, steel bridge, timber trestle, concrete, master me-

chanics, shovel, pile driver, rigging, etc. Mechanics: Car-

penters, timber farmers, pipe fitters, mechanics, hoist run-

ners, dinkey skinners, firemen, shovel runners, drillers, drill-

er helpers, powder men, blacksmiths, steel workers, riggers, 

all kinds of handy men, laborers, etc.” 

January 31, 1917: “When the Ladies Rifle Club received a 

challenge a few days ago to shoot a match against a picked 

team representing the 235th Battalion, C.E.F., they simply 

smiled and said ‘with pleasure.’ The representatives of his 



      7 

Majesty’s Army, thinking they had a snap, entered the fray 

with confidence. The attack opened at 3 p.m. in the Armor-

ies, and from the first shot fired, the men were kept strictly 

on the defensive, with the result that at 5 p.m. they retired to 

their reserve trenches on Pinnacle Street with a score of 721 

to 632 against them, defeated by 89 points. Reinforcements 

are being brought up and a counter attack is expected next 

week, when they hope to recover their lost ground. The la-

dies are to be congratulated on the grand scores made, and 

are now confident they can beat any team brought against 

them, not excepting the Men’s Club a team of whom they 

defeated a few weeks ago and are now looking forward to a 

return match, which is booked for February 9th next.” 

 

 
Discovering North Hastings -  

The North So Near 
 

Ever wondered what the Klondike discovery days were like? 

We have our own northern mining area right here in North 

Hastings! With its own tales of rags to riches, hardships and 

determination. Come join us and find out all about our own 

“Near North.” 

Come away on Saturday, May 27 for a day of fun and ex-

ploration in a luxury Franklin touring coach, and hear more 

wacky and wonderful tales from pioneer life in the thriving 

villages of 19th and early 20th century North Hastings, as 

only historians Bill Hunt and Orland French can relate 

them! They have been collecting these wonderful tales for 

decades and can’t wait to share them with you! 

You’ll explore quaint and colourful locales such as Ormsby, 

Bancroft, Maynooth and Maynooth Station on our trek into 

our “Near North.” You’ll learn how Bancroft got its name, 

why the villagers were so angry.  By visiting a mine site, 

you’ll also find out why it is considered the mineral capital 

of Canada, and you’ll hear what role the lumber barons had 

in developing these northern villages as you view a major 

lumber mill. You’ll learn how and why our old friend Billa 

Flint kept the town dry during the logging runs. Moving fur-

ther north, you’ll hear tales from two of the toughest bars in 

the north, and see the only concrete train station in Ontario. 

You may even learn why there is such a concentration of 

French family names in this area. You’ll get to take a closer 

look at places you may, or may not, have heard about, but 

likely have never ventured north to see!   

Your $70 ticket includes a comfortable touring coach ride, 

lots of fun, loads of new information and a delicious lunch. 

Book early as these tours always sell out fast!  

For more information, go to www.hastingshistory.ca or to 

place your reservation, call Mary-Lynne Morgan, 613-961-

7091. 

Just a Reminder 
Our membership year runs from January to December. If 

you have not already renewed your membership, now is 

the time to do it. If you are on the Internet, you can down-

load a membership form by clicking on  Click Here For A 

Printer Friendly Application Form  and then mail it in, or 

bring it to the January Presentation on Tuesday January 

17, 2017. 

Alternatively, you can fill in the online membership form 

and send us your payment via PayPal. 

Not sure if you have already renewed?  People who re-

ceive their Outlook through Canada Post can check their 

mailing label.  If it says “2016,” we haven’t got your re-

newal yet. If it says “2017,” you’re good for another 

year. You can also send a message to “Memberships” by 

clicking on membership@hastingshistory.ca on the  

Contact Us page of our website: www.hastingshistory.ca 

We hope to see you in 2017.  

Evan Morton [right], curator of the Tweed Heritage Centre, 

stands with Bill Kennedy beside the August 19, 1942 edi-

tion of  The Hamilton Spectator. The headline, which reads 

"Canadian Troops Lead Great Commando Raid," is refer-

ring to the Dieppe raid on that day and goes on to say that it 

was successfully accomplished. In fact, the raid was a disas-

ter for Canadian troops. Casualties were 907 killed, 586 

wounded and 1,946 captured, among them Kennedy's uncle 

Bill Wilson who would spend the next two-and-a-half years 

as a P.O.W. The newspaper was part of a month long re-

membrance exhibit prepared by Tweed Heritage Centre vol-

unteer Martin Vermeer. Using photos, documents, art work 

and artifacts it covered Canada's military history from 1775 

right up to the present day.   
  

Newspaper Clipping of Dieppe 
Raid in WWII in 1942 

http://www.hastingshistory.ca/photos/custom/Membership%20form%20-%20rev%202014-09-22.pdf
http://www.hastingshistory.ca/photos/custom/Membership%20form%20-%20rev%202014-09-22.pdf
mailto:membership@hastingshistory.ca
http://www.hastingshistory.ca/


8 

 

 

Member Designation 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

HASTINGS COUNTY  
HISTORICAL SOCIETY  

DIRECTORS & OFFICERS 
 

 
 

Officers 

President         Richard Hughes 

Vice President           Vern Whalen 

Treasurer            Grant Harrison 

Secretary                       Mary-Lynne Morgan 

Directors at Large 

Stanley Jones           Bill Kennedy              

Diane Sule             Jim Kennelly 

Dan Atkinson 

     

Ex-officio: 

Gerry Boyce  (Historical Advisor)        Orland French  (Past-President ) 

Amanda Hill (Archivist) 

 

Sub-committees 

Bus Tours             Bill Hunt (Research)  

            Mary-Lynne Morgan (Administration)  

County Liaison                           Jim Kennelly 

Education              Bill Kennedy 

Exhibits/Events Co-ordinator    Jim Kennelly, Stanley Jones 
HCHS Website  Orland French 

Membership   Elizabeth Mitchell 

Outlook Production   Donna Fano (Co-editor) 

                                                        Laurel Bishop (Co-editor) 

Outlook Distribution  Elizabeth Mitchell  

Programs  Vern Whalen 

Public Relations (Print/Radio/TV)     Mary-Lynne Morgan 
Sale of Publications  John Lowry   

HCHS Website  www.hastingshistory.ca 

Heritage Centre Phone No.          613-967-3304 

Hastings County Historical Society has its offices in the Library/Archives 

building at 254 Pinnacle Street, Second Floor, Postal Code K8N 3B1.    

Outlook is published nine months of the year for members and friends of the 

Society. Submissions can be sent to:   

Hastings County  
Historical Society 

Presentation 

outlook.hastingshistory@ gmail.com 

Date: Tuesday, January 17, 2017 

Time: 7:30 p.m. 

Location: Maranatha  
100 College Street West, Belleville 

 

(Please use rear parking lot and back entrance and go 

to Meeting Room)  
Bring a friend. 

“Soldier, Settler, Sinner -  

The Remarkable Journey of  

Charles MacDonald,” 

(Point Anne’s 1st MacDonald Settler) 
 

Speaker: Jane Simpson 

Hastings County Historical Society presents: 

Historian and Author Jane Simpson who will 

discuss her recent book on Charles MacDonald. 

Note to Authors—By submitting material to be printed in 

the Outlook, the author confirms that he/she holds both legal 

and moral rights to the material, and grants permission to the  

Hastings County Historical Society to use this material in print 

and/or electronically. The opinions expressed in articles sub-

mitted to the Outlook are those of the author and do not neces-

sarily reflect the views of the Hastings County Historical Soci-

ety, its Board or its members. 

Author Peter C. Newman launched his new book Hostag-

es to Fortune at the Quinte Arts Council in Belleville on 

November 17th. Newman describes the migration of the 

Loyalists to British North America and the events that set 

the stage for modern Canada.         Photo by Bill Kennedy  

Peter Newman’s Book Launch 
November 17, 2016 

tel:613-967-3304

