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A Spy at Every Dinner Table 
By Orland French 

During the American Revolution, there were spies, 
spies and more spies. Anybody could be a spy. It was 
easy. Because families, friends, neighbours and vil-
lages were split on the issue of independence, in any 
gathering of people you never knew who was a spy. 
You could be holding Thanksgiving dinner and your 
brother-in-law, the one you never trusted anyway, 
could be making mental notes to pass on to the revo-
lutionary forces. 

Good old Mrs. Hungerford down the road, my gosh, 
she does a lot of washing. Every day her clothesline 
is festooned with shirts and undergarments, all of 
them black or white. If she hung them on the line in a 
certain order – three black, two white, one black – 
she could be posting a code for “Beware! British 
troops nearby!”  

Musketballs and pens could conceal tightly coiled 
paper messages. Special inks activated by heat from a 
candle concealed hidden words in an otherwise ordi-
nary letter. A man could go to visit his sister in Mul-
berry, in Loyalist territory, and pick up a local news-
paper. It was too dangerous to carry it openly, so he 
might sew it inside his coat lest he be labeled as a 
spy. Anybody could be a spy. You just didn’t know. 

Sometimes two or three spies would be dispatched 
carrying the same message, in the hope that one 
would get through. The gaolers – or the hangman – 
that awaited those who were caught would not be 
merciful. Gaols were terrible holding pens, and you 
had to rely on your friends or family for food and 
support. 

Jennifer DeBruin, an author and research specialist 
on spies during the Revolutionary War, brought sto-
ries of these and other adventures of intrigue to the 
Hastings County Historical Society on Tuesday, May 

21. She hails from Smiths Falls, one of several towns 
and villages of eastern Ontario settled by leaders 
within the spy rings of Loyalist days.  

Her presentation focused on names like Stevens, Bur-
ritt, Smyth (or Smith) as she pursued her passion of 
“discovering the humanity in history.” People create 
historic events and she delights in pursuing the hu-
man side of the story. As she puts it, “It’s important 
to look at people who are swept up in extraordinary 
experiences and then had to rise to occasions they 
were ill-prepared for.” 

With deep ancestral roots in New France and Upper 
Canada, DeBruin has a personal ancestral connection 
to the extraordinary adventures of Loyalists.  

Follow the activities of the Hastings County Historical Society on social media: 
               Website  www.hastingshistory.ca       Facebook  @HastingsHistory     Twitter  @countyhastings  

Jennifer DeBruin, speaker for Tuesday night’s presentation 
on May 21                                             Photo by Doug Knutson 

http://www.hastingshistory.ca/
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“I really want to get to know the people who were 
swept up in the chaos of the American Revolution, 
and not just on one side or another, because we do 
share a common history with our American cousins. 
As you can imagine, from the Patriot side, they are 
seen as traitors. Having said that, there are many that 
explore the American Revolution on both sides of the 
border who understand war made people make hard 
decisions, and it was not always black and white, or 
good versus bad.” 

After the war, spies who had served the British forces 
well were rewarded with generous land grants in 
what became eastern Ontario. You know them well: 
Smiths Falls after Dr. George Smyth, Burritt’s Rap-
ids after Stephen Burritt, the restored Delta Mill built 
by Abel Stephens, Roger Stevens and Joseph Merrick 
of Merrickville. Many settled in the Prescott area of 
the St. Lawrence River and along the Rideau River.  

They were relocated to those areas as part of the land 
grant system for Loyalists after the American Revo-
lution. 

Through their names, their contributions to the 
emerging country of Canada live on. 

 

 
 

Flight Sergeant Stewart 
Kerby: My Great-Uncle 

By Brock Kerby 
 

May 12th, 1943, a date a family in the hamlet of 
Ivanhoe will never forget. News would break that the 
beloved son of Michael Kerby Senior had been killed 
overseas in a fight for freedom. The news would 
travel far and wide through neighbours, the churches, 
family members and close friends as they learned 
that Stewart Kerby had been killed. This tragedy 
would shatter the small community; Stewart’s pres-
ence had affected so many people.  

Michael Joseph Stewart Kerby was born April 12, 
1915, to parents, Michael and Minnie Kerby. Stewart 
was the oldest of their children. His six siblings were 
Joe, Mary, Eileen, Helen, Gerald and John. Raised in 
the hollows in Ivanhoe, Ontario, Stewart attended 
SS12 Ivanhoe and West Huntingdon Schools. Stew-
art went to the Stirling High School, where he was 
well known for his great athletics. He enjoyed tennis, 
softball and most of all, hockey.  

Stewart worked in Madoc before the war starting at 
Connor and Sons Hardware, then Slate Mines in Ma-

doc and also as farm help. He joined up with the 
RCAF at the age of twenty-five in Kingston, Ontario 
in December 1940, training in numerous locations 
across Ontario including Trenton, Toronto and 
Mount Hope and graduating at Camp Borden on Oc-
tober 24, 1941. Stewart departed from Halifax to Eu-
rope to continue his pilot training. Leaving Halifax 
would be the last taste of home before crossing the 
deadly Atlantic Ocean. The four troopships: Chitral, 
Montclare, Worcestershire and Ausonia would be 
transporting 2,500 air force service members to Eu-
rope to advance the fight for freedom. 

After completing his 
training in the U.K., 
Stewart was sent to 
the Middle East and 
attached to No. 108 
Squadron and later 
No. 37 Squadron. He 
was faced with many 
tasks, life-threatening 
events that changed 
his life forever. Stew-
art survived nine 
months in the Middle 
East serving as a 
bomber pilot with 
men from many other 
nations. His squadron 
reads like a cross sec-
tion of Canada. Stew-
art said he could 
name almost any 

town and name a man from there. 

On Friday, November 13, 1942, Stewart had a near 
death experience in the Middle East. Returning from 
an operational mission, his Wellington bomber pro-
peller fell off, causing the plane to descend and pre-
pare for a forced landing. Stewart and his crew sur-
vived this scary ordeal after making it back to Allied 
lines in an Italian lorry that they came across. They 
survived in desert conditions for forty-eight hours 
beyond enemy lines with few supplies. Stewart and 
his crew received the “Order of the Flying Boot,” in 
recognition of surviving a plane crash way beyond 
enemy lines.  

Stewart was near the completion of his tour and was 
sent to Operational Training Unit 22 in Welles-
bourne, England as an instructor. Most of the airmen 
would have been Canadian. On May 12, 1943, Stew-
art was on his second flight of the evening in the 
skies over Warwickshire. Around 01:00 hours Stew-
art’s Wellington bomber aircraft engine failed, caus-

Flt. Sgt. Stewart Kerby  
of Ivanhoe 
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ing the aircraft to crash. The result of this event took 
four Canadian lives. This included Flight Sgt. Mi-
chael Joseph Stewart Kerby of Ivanhoe, Flight Sgt. 
Donald Emil Elliot of Quebec, Air Gunner Joseph 
Harrington Collett of Edmonton and Wireless Air 
Operator/Air Gunner Jacob Piket of Saskatchewan. 

Just as in many thousands of Canadian homes, a let-
ter would be received bearing the bad news that a 
loved one was killed, missing or presumed dead. The 
saddest part of this story is the fact that Stewart was 
only two weeks away from being sent back to Cana-
da after completing his tour of duty. To survive high-
ly defended skies, a plane crash and many other po-
tential risks, to die as a training pilot is just not fair. 
We will always remember Michael Joseph Stewart 
Kerby! 

 

AAO Conference Report 
By Amanda Hill 

 
The AAO Conference held at Loyalist College from 
May 8th to 10th was a great success. More than 100 
archivists, exhibitors, and presenters attended, enjoy-
ing more than 40 talks and keynote speeches. The 
conference began with a workshop by Camille Calli-
son of the University of Winnipeg on “Indigeneity 
and Archives.” By a timely coincidence, staff from 
the Loyalist College Indigenous Resource Centre 
were adding to a reproduction of the Two-Row 
Wampum that day, and a number of members of the 
conference were able to take part in this activity. 

The novelist, Frances Itani, gave the opening address, 
praising archivists for making available the raw ma-
terials for her research and explaining how she goes 
about the process of writing a novel. After a busy two 
days of sessions and social events, the conference 
was closed on Friday by Archivist of Ontario, John 
Roberts, who urged his audience to pursue partner-

ships, demonstrate their value, and build trust with a 
range of users and potential users. 

Social activities included a game of Human Bingo at 
the Community Archives, and a tour of the Signal 
Brewery as part of the conference banquet, proving 

beyond any doubt that the host committee was capa-
ble of organizing … well, you get the idea. Belleville 
Transit kindly provided a ride to and from Loyalist 
College to the venue, just in case anyone had been 
tempted to over-indulge. 

 

 
Adventures in Loyalist 

Country 
By Mary-Lynne Morgan 

 

What a difference a day makes! As I write this report 
of yesterday’s first trip to Loyalist Country, I can’t 
help but think how much better our jaunt might have 
been if we had had today’s perfect weather instead of 
the grey, cloudy, breezy and wet weather we did have 
to contend with! Nevertheless, our intrepid travellers 
braved the elements, and we had a good day, albeit 
slightly shorter than originally planned. 

With forty-four on board, we headed down through 

Archivists with Richard Courneyea at Signal Brewery  

Photo by Amanda Hill 

Archivists at the Awards Luncheon       Photo by Amanda Hill 

Vickers Wellington Bomber as flown by  
Flt. Sgt. Stewart Kerby of Ivanhoe  
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Prince Edward County where we lamented the fact 
that all that is left of Doxsee’s Corners/Gilbert Mills 
is one forlorn and abandoned red brick Methodist 
church. Our mid-morning coffee break in Picton ac-
complished, we headed for the Glenora Ferry, and 
were fortunate to be able to get right on the ferry 
without having to wait another half hour. 

Once on the mainland at Adolphustown, we headed 
to Old Hay Bay Church, where Elaine Farley, appro-
priately dressed for the occasion, provided a very in-
teresting talk on the history of the church. Just as we 
were leaving, the heavens started to open up, so peo-
ple didn’t have an opportunity to investigate the buri-
al grounds across the road. Our drive up through the 
Fredericksburgh countryside was not as scenic as I 
had planned, but what can you do when Mother Na-
ture takes over?   

Our group was more than impressed by the wonder-
ful state-of-the-art Lennox and Addington Museum 
and Archives facility in Napanee. If you haven’t vis-
ited it yet, put it on your bucket list. It is located on 
Thomas Street, behind the majestic Court House 
building. Staff welcomed us and were on hand to 
provide information when requested. Our onboard 
tour guide, Dennis Mills, provided a quick, but very 
informative tour of the main historic sites in 
Napanee, including the Allan Macpherson House, the 
Gibbard Furniture site (now being razed to make way 
for high-end condos on the river), several locations 
related to Sir John A’s time in Napanee, the old Post 
Office and the Town Hall where he made his last ma-
jor political speech in 1791. Although the main roads 
surrounding St. Mary Magdalene Anglican Church 
were torn up, Dennis managed to get us to the 
church, and parked so that our people did not have to 
cross a major roadway to access the building. 

After lunch we headed to Bath, passing the ghost 
town of Morven, where once again the only remain-
ing evidence of a once-thriving village is a red brick 
Wesleyan Methodist church! Those early Methodists 
were survivors; they built their churches to last! Once 
at Bath, we immediately headed to the Fairfield-
Gutzeit House, where the high water levels on the 
lake were evidenced by the sandbags surrounding the 
1812 Discovery Centre. Nevertheless, the staff wel-
comed half of our group to the Discovery Centre and 
a tour of the FG House while the other half were tak-
en on a bus tour to see the major historic buildings in 
the village. Cynthia Fuller’s commentary at each of 
these locations showed her depth of knowledge of the 
history of this small historic gem. Once back at the 
FG House, we swapped groups so each passenger 
could enjoy both parts of our visit to Bath. The staff 

also provided a large supply of colourful posters of 
the Bath bicentennial quilt for each of our passengers 
to take as a memento of their visit. 

Next we headed westward along the Loyalist Park-
way, which should have been a highlight of the trip, 
hugging the shoreline. However, we were lucky to 
see any scenery, as the rain really pelted down on this 
part of our trip. Fortunately, I had copied the word-
ings of the various historic plaques along the way 
into the handbook, so our people at least knew what 
they should have been able to see! 

Our final stop was the UE Loyalist Museum, 
Campground and Loyalist Burial Grounds at Adol-
phustown. Once again we split the group, with half 
enjoying the museum displays and resources and the 
other half touring the grounds and the burial site. For 
anyone who suspects they might be related to Loyal-
ists, this is certainly the place to do research. The 
staff are more than willing to assist in researching 
your roots in their impressive collection of resources. 
The associated campground is also a gem, and not 
that well known. Both seasonal and short-stay use 
sites are available in a most scenic setting along the 
shores of the Bay of Quinte. 

Heading home, we had a brief wait at the Adolphus-
town ferry dock, just long enough for some to get off 
the bus and check out the historic signs at the shore-
line and the interpretative signage on the north side 
of the washroom building. By this time, basically the 
end of our trip, it was sunny!! 

As a result of the cool weather all day, no one was in 
dire need of an ice cream cone, so we bypassed our 
stop in Bloomfield, and our bus driver, who had been 
raised in Demorestville, took us cross-country to con-
nect with Highway 62. Along the way, we were able 
to spot Big Island, the marshes and to enjoy the many 
stands of lilac just starting to bloom. By the time we 
arrived back at Franklin Coach Lines, the grey skies 
and brisk wind had again closed in. A tired but happy 
group seemed to enjoy the trip, with many looking 
forward to next year’s trip, wherever that might be! 

My thanks to Richard Hughes for assisting me 
throughout the day.  His incidental information was 
not only informative, but often humorous as well. 
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A Farm History: Northwest 
Corner of Highway 2 and 

Elmwood Drive 
 

By Lois Foster 
 
Erika and Dan Chiasson contacted me in the spring of 
1991, as a member of the Hastings County Historical 
Society, to research the history of their home. They 
were so proud of the home they bought in 1977, and 
they had worked so hard all those years to make it 
just like new. Erika had made a garden that produced 
the most wonderful white asparagus. It had to be 
banked and what surprised me, when she gave me 
some all ready to eat, this special kind of asparagus 
not only had to be banked but peeled before eating. 
As she worked in the garden, she dug up shards and 
little glass bottles and trinkets that showed where the 
first house on the property, a one-and-a-half-storey 
frame home, had probably stood for its first eighty 
years. 

This is the story: Archibald Thompson drew lot 17 in 
the first and second concessions of the newly sur-
veyed township of Thurlow in 1787. He and his wife 
and four children were entitled to 400 acres. He had 
made a claim of losses as a Loyalist saying that he 
was a native of Scotland, and had come to America in 
1773. He had settled in Tyron Co., cleared 12 acres 

and built a log house. He joined the Mohawks in 
1775 and served during the war. He served with Capt. 
MacDonnell first in August 1777 and then with the 
Mohawks under Brant in 1778. He was at Niagara in 
1783.  

As soon as he received his grant, he asked for permis-
sion to sell the land. Many of the Loyalists did the 
same. By 1803, after a few transactions, the property 
was purchased by John Fairman, who settled on the 
land. John had already been an assessor for Thurlow 
in 1795 and a road overseer in 1797 when he lived 
closer to the village on lot 10, at the foot of the pre-
sent Herchimer Avenue. In the first Council in 1798, 
he was appointed Constable. 

In 1806 the Fairmans sold the west half of lot 17, 100 
acres, to John Palmer. By 1817 the Fairmans and the 
Palmers together had cleared about 120 acres and im-
proved the lot with orchards and buildings. In the fol-
lowing summer, John and Elizabeth Fairman sold 
their farm, the east half of lot 17 and part of the bro-
ken front, to their son George, a blacksmith. George 
sold to Hector Leavens in 1836.  

Hector was the son of Roswell Leavens, an early pio-
neer in Belleville. Between 1801 and 1809 Roswell 
had built a house, a stable, his blacksmith shop and a 
store (with the Mississaugas’ permission) on the 
northeast corner of Bridge and Front Streets, all in the 
village that became Belleville in 1816.  

The early one-storey frame home on the property 
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sumption at the age of 63 years. In his will he be-
queathed the family farm to his son David Roswell 
Leavens, who was then about 33. David married Jem-
ima, the daughter of Henry Corby, and they had two 
children. In 1872 David was appointed as a magis-
trate. In the Weekly Intelligencer there was a report of 
a fire on December 4th, 1872: “the barns and sheds 
belonging to David Leavens Esq. on the homestead, 
front of Thurlow, burned to the ground with nearly all 
their contents, consisting of hay, straw, reaping ma-
chines, wagons, harness, etc.” There is no mention of 
the house burning. In 1874 David R. Leavens sold his 
farm but kept 8 acres for himself on the south side of 
the highway where he continued to live but was a 
business man in town. In 1900 he became Post Mas-
ter in Belleville.  

Jeremiah M. Hurley and his wife, Ellen, and his fa-
ther and mother, Dennis and Ann Hurley, had pur-
chased, in 1874, as joint owners, the farm of David R. 
Leavens on the east ½ of lot 17 of Concession one 
and part of the broken front along the travelled road 
on the front of Thurlow Township. Two years later 
the Thurlow Assessment listed Dennis, age 75 and 
his son Jeremiah, age 35 and family, as owning 105 
acres with 80 acres cleared. They had seven cattle 
and two horses.  

Dennis Hurley had an interesting history in Canada 
after arriving from Ireland. He assisted in the build-
ing of the Rideau Canal. About 1829 he moved to 
Picton, then to Tyendinaga Township in 1836. In the 
Rebellion of 1837 he served under Richard Lazier. 
Jeremiah spent his early life with his family in Tyen-
dinaga Township. Here he married Ellen, daughter of 
Cornelius Donovan, and here their son, Thomas Jo-
seph, was born. Their daughter, Anna Marie Hurley, 
was born just after they moved to Thurlow. 

In 1881 Jeremiah ran for Reeve of Thurlow Town-
ship, winning the post of Second Deputy Reeve. He 
remained thus until 1889 when he became Deputy 
Reeve, then Reeve in 1891. During these years he 
had an impressive brick home erected, and moved the 
old frame house to a field at the back of the new 
home.  

Jeremiah’s new brick home, that the Chiasson family 
was so proud of one hundred years later, incorporates 
interesting and innovative architectural elements. 
There are two string courses planned at mid-window 
level on both the first and second storey of the home. 
Of a darker hue of brick, they encircle the house fol-
lowing around the heads of all the windows. The 
front gable, with graceful wood trim, is supported by 
double brackets. The east gable, being wider to in-

The year following their purchase of the farm, Hector 
and Maria (Roblin)’s son, David Roswell Leavens, 
was born. During the 1837 Rebellion they helped by 
boarding four dragoons with their horses for six days 
but their claim of rebellion losses of £5.19.6 was 
“rejected altogether.” Very few petitions of losses 
were paid in full. In our Community Archives are 
copies of all the petitions and lists of payments. It 
would be an interesting but onerous project to com-
pile a list to understand the payments. Were they po-
litically motivated or was each petition rigorously 
studied? 

According to the Census of 1851 for Thurlow, Hector 
Leavens, farmer age 44, and his wife Maria age 34, 
lived in a frame one-and-a-half-storey house with 
their children, David R age 14, John 9, George 6, and 
Henry 3. Ten years later, the Census listed the family 
living in a one-storey frame house. This house may 
be the old building still standing on the property be-
hind the present brick home. This old unpainted 
frame building has a second cladding of clapboard 
over a much earlier type. An early addition to the 
original home, but under the same roofline, appears to 
be one storey.  

On October 31, 1870, Hector Leavens died of con-

Map of Thurlow 1878 Atlas: J Hurley on E ½ of lot 17 shows 
the early building. 
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clude the tall brick chimney has a differently de-
signed wood trim but complements the front gable. 
The two front windows have a mullion bar down the 
centre. These mullion bars were often ripped out 
about 1904, so it is nice to see they still exist. Proba-
bly the very large walk-in vault in the basement was 
built in connection with his civic duties.  

In 1896 Jeremiah was the Liberal candidate 
for the Federal Parliament in East Hastings 
and was successful. At the succeeding elec-
tion he was defeated. In 1901 he sold about 
half of his farm to his son, Thomas, and 
moved into town where the family lived at 
46 Queen Street. In 1908 the family sold 
the farm. The farm changed owners several 
times. The longest ownership was by the 
Reid family, 37 years, until 1977 when the 
Chiasson family purchased the property 
and still owns it. 

When Dan and Erika received the history 
of their farm they wanted to make sure the 
home would remain as it had been built and 
preserved. After two years of trying they 
were finally successful in getting their 
property and home designated in 1993 by 

Chiasson House—the brick home on the northwest corner of Highway 2 
and Elmwood Drive 

the Council of the Corporation of the Township of 
Thurlow as a property of architectural value or inter-
est under part IV of the Ontario Heritage Act, as it 
was a well-maintained example of late nineteenth-
century architecture.  

Book is on sale at Community Archives (2nd 
Floor Library Building), Chapters, Quinte 
Mall, Bistro 116 (Pinnacle & Dundas Sts.), 
Glanmore House (257 Bridge St. E.), Hastings 
& Prince Edward Regiment Museum
(Armouries) and Books & Company (Picton). 
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HCHS Display at  
Older Adults Fair  
Thursday, May 30 

 

Congratulations and thank you go to exhibits/display team, 
left to right, Stanley Jones and Jonathan Chircop, for a very 
good event at the Older Adults Fair at the Quinte Sports & 
Wellness Centre.  It was a very attractive display and drew 
in many people.                                   Photo by Richard Hughes 

Winner of  the  prize  draw  at the  Older  Adults  Fair  was  
Betty Graham of Belleville shown above with Richard 
Hughes.                                                   Photo by Amanda Hill 
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