
Moira United Church, 29 Carson Road, Moira, Huntingdon Township 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The wall mural, “The Saviour with a Lamb” was painted directly on the wall of the 

sanctuary of the original Moira United Church by Wilhelm Fritzen, a German refugee in 

1915, 1916.  The mural is approximately 20 feet square. This rare and unique art 

treasure,  is one of a small number of iconographic pieces left in rural Ontario and part 

of Ontario’s cultural history.1 

In 1952 several Moira residents witnessed Manley MacDonald, a leading Canadian 

artist, surface clean and touch up the painting. 

This church building was built in 1854 as a Wesleyan Church. In 1925 the Methodist 

was absorbed into the union of Presbyterian and Congregationalists and this union has 

since been called The United Church of Canada. 

A large celebration of the Centennial of Moira United Church took place in 1954 with 

returning pastors at a church service, parades and dinners. 

In 2010 the restoration of the building now owned by the Municipality of Centre 

Hastings was completed. This building now serves as an active community centre. The 

group, “Centre Hastings People helping People” are care takers of the building; renting 

the facility for weddings, meetings and private functions on behalf of the Municipality. 

 

                                                      
1
 Bonnie McLean, BA (Hons) MAC 

   Fine Art Conservator, 
   7 Spring Street, Westport, ON  K0G 1X0 

Linda Farrell, March 11, 2019 



An April 11, 2012 an appeal was made by Linda Farrell, a member of the Moira Hall 

Restoration Committee to the Centre Hastings reeve Owen Ketcheson and council 

members to consider finances to support the stabilization and restoration of this piece 

of art. Two fine art Conservators and an art student from Queens University have 

provided a detailed “Examination Report, Treatment Proposal and Cost Estimate” 

dated January 2011. A complete restoration would cost $44,390.00. A reduced cost 

was offered for $19,320.00 plus accommodation if someone local could supply and 

install the scaffolding.  The proposal was considered by council but funding was not 

forthcoming.  

Linda Farrell checked with Leona Dombrosky’s office our provincial parliament 

member. There are no heritage grants. 

 In 2013 a curtain was installed by the group “People helping People” to cover the 

painting and prevent further damage by sun and accidental spills. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Linda Farrell, March 11, 2019 



Stone Church, 454 Vermilyea Road, Quinte West, Sidney Township 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Evelyn Burkitt reported to Linda Farrell that a similar painting was on the wall of the 

Stone Church, 453 Vermilyea Road, Quinte West, Sidney Township. Linda visited the 

Church in 2012 and met with the owners of the present Art Gallery and Yoga studio. 

The painting on the church wall is now boarded up. It is apparent the picture was 

painted by the same artist. 

Plaque Text in front of Stone Church 

Stone Church, one of three known cobblestone churches in Ontario, is part of a 

small group of cobblestone buildings in this area. It was built in 1853-6 on land 

belonging to John Fretz to house the local Wesleyan Methodist congregation. 

Although the church's interior was remodelled in 1893 in the then popular 

Italianate style and altered again in 1927, its exterior remains largely intact. This 

simple design, characteristic of the denomination's architecture in the mid-

nineteenth century, relies upon the textured cobblestone surface and the dressed 

stones at the corners of the walls as well as the harmonious arrangement of the 

various arched openings. The building served as a place of worship until 1968 

when its parishioners moved to other neighbouring United Church congregations. 

Linda Farrell, March 11, 2019 


