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NEXT MEETING

TUESDAY, 21st NOVEMBER, 1989 
at 8:00 P.M.

FEATURED SPEAKER: Arie Korteweg 
Director of Development: Albert College

TOPIC: The History of Albert College, 
an Overview.

PLACE: Quinte Living Centre Auditorium 
370 Front St. (North Door), Belleville.

Coffee and Displays from 7:30 p.m.

Visitors & Guests are always welcome

Albert College was founded in 1857 as the 
Belleville Seminary and has had a renown
ed academic presence down through the years 
to this day not only in this community but 
in educational circles in this country and 
abroad.
Mr. Korteweg is an authority on the subject 
of this institution’s history. With graduate 
and post-graduate degrees in history, he join
ed the staff of Albert College in 1976 to teach 
that subject and during the years since then, 
he has held various positions at the college. 
Mr. Korteweg is currently completing the se
cond volume of a three-volume history of the 
college.
In addition to an overview of the college’s 
distinguished history, he will provide us with 
a look at current programmes and will pre
sent a special short video on Albert College. 
This meeting should appeal particularly to 
educators and historians in this area. Do plan 
to attend!

PROGRAM FOR THE FOLLOWING MONTHS

TUESDAY, 16 JANUARY 1990 - Annual Dinner 
at 6:00 p.m. and Annual Meeting of the 
Society at the Quinte Living Centre. Reserve 
this date. All members are invited to the din
ner - always a most enjoyable social occasion 
- and are expected at the Annual Meeting 
which follows. Important reports are 
presented for approval by the members. Once 
again, we shall strive to keep the meeting 
brief.

MONDAY, 19 FEBRUARY - Heritage Day 
Celebration.

TUESDAY, 20 MARCH - Heather McKillop of 
Northeastern Archaeological Associates of 
Port Hope will be speaking on the recent dig 
at the St. Thomas Anglican Church cemetery, 
Belleville.

OTHER UPCOMING EVENTS

SUN., 19 NOVEMBER - 2:00 P.M. - ACO Walk
ing Tour of Brighton. Meet at the Post Office.

THURSDAY, 30 NOVEMBER - A reminder of the 
deadline for the Hastings County Historical 
Society’s Research Challenge for students 
and adults as set out in the May issue of 
Outlook. Anyone requiring further informa
tion on the cemetery study may call Janet 
Hoyer 968-5609, Bernard Wright 968-7539 or 
Jean Williams 962-6654.

19 NOVEMBER - “A RED LETTER DAY FOR 
BELLEVILLE" - This exhibit describes the 
development of Canada’s postal system and 
profiles Belleville’s Post Office on “ Red Let
ter Day” the first day of home delivery. The 
Hastings County Museum, Dufferin and 
Bridge.

SATURDAY, SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 25, 26 
“DECK THE HALLS” AT GLANMORE. Help 
decorate Glanmore for the festive season by 
making wreaths and garlands. Refreshments 
for everyone, 1:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.

A MOST INTERESTING EVENING

Our October meeting was attended by over 
30 hardy souls who ventured out into the rain 
and flurries to hear Mr. Jim Alexander speak 
on the history of Theatre in Belleville. Jean 
Williams opened with a humourous account 
of life 100 years ago in our “ Minus 100” 
regular featurette. Bernard Wright introduc
ed Jim and his wife Wilma, giving an en
thusiastic welcome to a talented couple. There 
follows an account of the meeting by Jennifer 
Read of the Intelligencer. As Katherine Mills 
stated in her thanks to Mr. Alexander; The 
evening brought back memories of special ac
tivities and people. We all look forward to 
the day when Mr. Alexander is able to make 
the transition from oral to written history of 
Belleville Theatre.

LOCAL THEATRE GOOD 
FOR HEART AND MIND

BY JENNIFER READ 
Staff Reporter 
The Intelligencer

“ Great theatre is life-affirming — it 
touches both the heart and mind and is a 
powerful force for change.”

Words to live by, says Jim Alexander, direc
tor and long-time Belleville Theatre Guild 
member.

Alexander was guest speaker at last month’s 
meeting of the Hastings County Historical 
Society in Corbyville and told members that 
the history of theatre in Belleville “ has gone 
through many ups and downs since its incep
tion in the late 1800’s.”

He said Belleville’s early settlers brought the 
first form of theatre, with travelling minstrel 
shows featuring music and dance, “ which 
provided people with a form of public 
entertainment.

“ Soon, however, they wanted something 
more, and in 1880 the first opera house open
ed at Pinnacle and Campbell streets,”  said 
Alexander.

“ The excitement of live theatre proved a 
huge attraction and until the early 1900s, with 
the advent of movies, theatre was one of the 
social activities of the century,” he said. 
“ Once people started going to the movies, 
theatre experienced a severe decline.”

An upsurge was on the way however, said 
Alexander, adding that the 1930s and Second 
World War saw the production of hundreds 
of live performances “ which provided peo
ple with a boost during some rough years.

“ Theatre follows the philosophy that when 
times are poor, it becomes popular, and when 
times are good, it experiences a decline. A lot 
of this had to do with the fact that people 
expected theatre to be ‘good and noble’ and 
it gave them hope for the future. It’s like a 
wheel - first there is a decline, then an up
surge. The cycle is bound to repeat itself.”

Theatre stagnated in Belleville after the Se
cond World War until the early 1950s, when 
“a group of ladies met at a downtown tea 
room and formed the nucleus of what is to
day the Belleville Theatre Guild,”  said 
Alexander.
While no permanent headquarters for the 

organization was available, plucky members 
met in libraries, schools, even churches to 
practice plays and Alexander says some 
“ brilliant material” was produced during the



1960s and 1970s.
“ Considering the lack of a real theatre, I’d 

say the guild did quite well. A community is 
only as rich as its characters,, and Belleville 
had its share of those. Sometimes, the props 
used for plays were taken right out of 
members’ houses.”

While there was stringent competitions with 
the wonders of television in the 1950s, Alex
ander, who says he’s determined to research 
the histroy of the guild from its inception in 
1951, said theatre managed to survive dur
ing “ the lean years” until provincial legisla
tion in 1966 saw several Canadian directors 
benefit from British training “and the 
Belleville guild was lucky enough to hire a 
director named Richard Howard.

‘I think he started someting in the members; 
he inspired us to get back into doing good 
theatre again. From then on, we had firm 
foundations.”
Alexander says the guild, which now 

numbers about 100 members, has a repertoire 
of many talented actors and stage crew but 
an imbalance of quality.

“ We have excellent and mediocre produc
tions,” he says, “ What is needed is a good 
leader to help the guild get back on track.”

He says the summer theatre launched in 
1986 by professionals David Switzer and 
Theresa Sears “ proved invaluable to the 
many youth who benefitted from the profes
sional training but was exhausting for the 
guild.

“ It meant working year-round and this pro
ved too much for many members. We’re on
ly amateur theatre, and most members have 
careers and commitments outside of Pinnacle 
Playhouse. I think what we need most is au
dience input. What they like and don’t like. 
That’s how we will improve.”

FURTHER TO THE DIG 
AT ST. THOMAS’ CHURCH CEMETERY

At a recent Directors’ meeting, Gerry Boyce 
attended and explained a study he had in
itiated at the offices of the Anglican Church 
Diocese in Kingston. The study is an
thropological in nature and is concerned with 
the lives of those who had been buried in St. 
Thomas Church cemetery in Belleville. It was 
decided to make available toward the cost of 
this study up to $400.00 from the General 
Fund of this Society.

NEW MEMBERS

We would like to welcome the following new 
members:
GARY THOMSON - Belleville 
ED DAY - Belleville
FRANCOIS & MARIE AUCLERT - Belleville

We would also like to welcome Teresa Burns 
to the Editorial team for Outlook. Teresa and 
her husband, come from Kenora and now 
reside in Corbyville. Teresa edited and 
published for years, the bi-monthly newslet
ter of The Kenora Historical Society, as well 
as heading up a volunteer team which 
operated their Historical home.

BELLEVILLE ROYAL OAK TREES

The schools in Canada were sent acorns from 
England to be planted in commemoration of 
the Coronation of King George VI in May, 
1937. Schools held very special planting 
ceremonies with students, staff and 
dignitaries participating.
It is understood that two such trees remain 
in Belleville. One, at King George School has 
been designated by a plaque by Heritage 
Belleville. The other at the former Bayview 
School site has not been designated as yet but 
we are heartened that the development pro
gressing there has been sensitive to the im
portance of the tree. A letter to that effect 
has been sent by Mr. Bernard Wright on 
behalf of the H.C.H.S. Board to Mr. Wayne 
Storms. Janet Hoyer

FROM THE DAILY INTEL, July 17, 1873

To the Editor o f  the Intelligencer:
SIR,- Your reporter was in error in stating 
that Robert Paul was beaten in Thomas & 
Dingwall’s. It was on the street the difficul
ty occurred. Please make the correction and 
oblige.

THOMAS & DINGWALL. 
Belleville, July 18, 1873.

MY NEW HOME IN CANADA

(Third in a series on Hastings County 
History)

I left England the 1st October, 1910 with 
around 300 more children from Dr. Barnodos

Home. I don’t remember what date we ar
rived in Peterboro, I think it was about the 
22nd or 24th. Then I went to a home in the 
country. It was a long ride with horse and 
buggy to what it is called now: Roslin, R.R. 
1. The first thing I saw was a apple tree just 
covered with red apples and I said I wish my 
mother could see those apples. The woman 
was very kind, she asked me if we never saw 
apples on a tree before; I said no, she said: 
I could have all I wanted to eat but not make 
myself sick. She said she had to go and finish 
milking the cows and told me to sit in the 
window and watch as the cows weren’t used 
to seeing little girls, that was something.
I think I was there about a week when I had 
to go to school. Two of the neighbour girls 
took me. I took a lunch in a paper bag. It 
was a very small frame building, all the 
classes were in there from 1 to 4. The teacher 
was very nice, her name was Miss Bertha 
Cook from Belleville.
When you got to class 4, you had to go to 
Belleville to try your entrance. I didn’t get the 
chance to go as I was 14 then and I had to 
go to another place to live and do housework 
and had to help in the field to put up grain. 
I was to get $4.00 a month. After that is 
another chapter.

Eleanor Copeland 
Hastings Manor

Submissions for this series are most welcome.
Please address them
c/o Editor, Outlook, HCHS.
Deadline Next Issue Nov. 23.
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