
This month the Community Archives took custody of 

materials formerly looked after by the Deseronto Archives. In 

1997 the Town of Deseronto was the first municipality in 

Hastings County to set up its own archives service. Back 

then, the archives was in the Deseronto Public Library 

building at 309 Main Street. In 2001 the library moved to 358 

Main Street and the archives moved with it, under the care of 

archivist Ken Brown. 

With the opening of the new Community Archives of Belleville and Hastings County there is now a 

purpose-built space for archives in Hastings and the Deseronto Archives Board recommended 

moving the archives to Belleville. This places the materials in stable 

conditions with room to grow. The move brings a range of 

documentation relating to Deseronto under one roof and all these 

materials are now open to the public four days a week.  

Deseronto-area  residents can continue to bring archival material 

into the Deseronto Public Library to donate them to the Archives or 

to get them scanned. In coming months we will add descriptions of 

the Deseronto Archives materials to the Community Archives’ 

catalogue at http://discover.cabhc.ca to help share information 

about this fascinating local collection. Images from the Deseronto 

Archives will continue to be made available online through Flickr 

(https://www.flickr.com/photos/deserontoarchives) and 

new World War I stories will appear on the Deseronto site at 

http://deserontoarchives.wordpress.com until late 2018. 
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Deseronto Public Library at 309 Main Street 

Deseronto Archives at CABHC 



 

2016-59 Photo of children of Riggs’ 

School, Madoc, c.1920 

2016-60 Scan of portrait of Fire 

Chief William J. Brown 

2016-61 Moira Cheese Factory 

minutes and account books, 1869-

1929 

2016-62 ‘Belleville, Ontario’ 

Belleville and District Chamber of 

Commerce brochure, 1976 

2016-63 Toronto Daily Star article 

on Belleville flood, March 1936 

2016-64 Auditor’s reports, City of 

Belleville, 1944-1946 

2016-65 Diary and photographs of 

Robert Wallace of the  Marchmont 

Home in Belleville, 1878-1930 

2016-66 McCurdy family historical 

research by Lois Foster

 

A major new exhibition is opening at the 

Belleville Fire and Emergency Services 

Headquarters building on Bettes Street. Our colleagues at 

Glanmore National Historic Site have been working on the 

display for many months and have made use of some of 

the Community Archives’ materials in putting together the 

exhibit. 

To mark the opening, the Community Archives is putting 

on a display of some of the photographs and documents 

held in our collections. Student volunteer Trevor Parsons 

selected these materials before heading back to Nipissing 

University in September.
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The Community Archives is taking part 

in the Belleville Doors Open event on 

September 17th. Come to the Archives 

between 10am and 4pm for a look at 

our latest exhibit and for behind-the-

scenes tours of the archives’ vaults.

HC04478: new fire trucks outside Belleville Fire 

Hall Number 1 in 1922. 


