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The distaff side asserts itself
by Lewis Zandbergen 

Research into one subject quite often 
leads to unexpected and delightful side 
jaunts down divergent paths. That’s what 
W.C. “Bill” Hunt found as he was research
ing his new book Dockside Democracy and 
in previous research for Booze Boats and 
Billions. Bill uncovered several little- 
known facts about the local political scene

at the forefront of some women’s issues.
Bill Hunt was the guest speaker at the 

regular monthly meeting of the Hastings 
County Historical Society on March 20 and
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his topic was “Women in Local Politics.”
Surprisingly, or perhaps not so surpris

ingly, women have managed to be fairly 
active in the local and provincial political 
scene for quite some time. Influence was 
felt early from the women’s movement to 
suppress the consumption of spirituous 
beverages. In the United States Carrie 
Nation, a large, powerful woman of vol
canic emotion, went on saloon smashing 
expeditions in the 1890s. But even before 
that, Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Lucretia 
Mott had organized the first women’s 
rights convention at Seneca Falls, New 
York, in 1848. By 1869 Stanton had gone 
on to found the National Woman Suffrage 
Movement with Susan B. Anthony.

Canadian suffrage closely paralleled the

American and British movements. Dr. 
Emily Howard Stowe launched the Toronto 
Women’s Literary Club in 1876 but it 
wasn’t until Stowe invited Susan B. 
Anthony to Toronto that the movement 
gained any momentum.

Bill prefaced his presentation by bring
ing the audience’s attention to recent front 
page news about women in the armed 
forces: one story dealt with the women and 
their “bad deal” in the military the other 
about women now being allowed on sub

marines.
“I’ve always been kind of interested. In 

fact one of the things I discovered research
ing Booze Boats and Billions, was who the 
first woman ever elected to public office 
was in this area, Belleville, in 1921.”

That singular honour belongs to Agnes 
McFee who was elected to the public 
school board in 1921; she served a total 
of ten years. According to local legend she 
was also the first woman in Belleville to 
drive a car and in 1917 she and her hus
band drove to Brandon, Manitoba. This 
was well before any semblance of a road 
system existed between Belleville and 
Brandon.

Bill says that Nellie McClung and her 
tireless work in the Temperance movement 
played a large part in securing the vote for 
women. Alberta, Saskatchewan and Mani
toba granted women the franchise in 1916. 
Within several years both the Ontario gov
ernment and the federal government ac
quiesced and women could attend the polls 
on voting day along with their husbands. 
The United Farmers of Ontario (UFO), a 
group very much in favour of the banish
ment of demon rum and other spirits, owed 
much of its success to the influence of 
women. As a matter of fact, had it not been 
Continued on page 2.
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Continued from page 1.
for the female voters, the UFO would not
have been elected in Ontario in 1919.

Between the wars women were still by 
and large housekeepers, looking after hus
bands and children. But that was all about 
to change and change dramatically.

World War II saw the advancement of 
women into the work force, taking factory 
jobs, and joining the military in ever in
creasing numbers. The first woman elected 
to the separate school board in 1962 said 
the two years she spent in the military were 
the best two years of her life. She became 
a sergeant in the Canadian Women’s Army 
Corps.

In the 1950s Belleville experienced sev
eral firsts where women were concerned- 
two were elected to city council.

Effie McCabe and Jane Forrester saw vic
tory at the polls in 1954. Effie McCabe con
tinued as an alderman (councillor) until 
1959 and Ms. Forrester, elected in Decem
ber of 1955, was the first woman mayor 
of the city of Belleville.

Considering the fact that there were 22 
candidates running in that election and 
only two were women, the question might 
well be asked, “What chance did they 
have?” Bill pointed out that Jane Forrester 
came first and Effie McCabe came in 
fourth.

Both ladies racked up impressive statis
tics when it comes to municipal service: 
Bill called Ms. Forrester a progressive 
politician and it’s largely thanks to her ad
ministration that Belleville had the sew
age treatment plant built.

Effie McCabe generously lent her exper
tise to worthy causes such as the March 
of Dimes, the Cancer Society, Salvation 
Army and the forerunner of the Heart and 
Stroke Foundation.

Members of the audience were encour
aged to jump in with questions whenever 
they felt like it. The question was posed: 
“Could any woman on council today be
come mayor?”

“We’ve never had a woman run for 
mayor who lost,” was Bill’s answer. Another chance to win! 

Identify this man and 
win the 1874 Bird’s-eye 

View of Belleville re
print. Give Gerry your 

answer at 968-5023 or 
write to 173 Bridge 

Street East, Belleville, 
Ontario, K8N 1N3. 

The draw will be held at 
the May meeting.

Water poured from 
the cenotaph (r) in 

Stirling in 1936 
during some of the 
worst spring flood

ing ever seen in the 
village. Raging 

Rawdon Creek was 
about ten feet 

deeper than normal 
at this point.
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County News
___________  by Gerry BoyceJ

Eerie - TVOntario’s Studio Two featured an item (March 20) 
on local spiritualism in the mid 19th century. There were views 
of the Susanna and Dunbar Moodie tombstone (presently being 
recreated by artisans at Campbell Monument Company) and 
views of Moodie Cottage and Glanmore. This writer contrib
uted two brief quotes about unusual events at Glanmore, 
including a reference to Grandmother Phillips appearing to 
Phillippa Faulkner and reminding her to clean the silver. My 
disappearance from the picture (while the room remained) 
led Alexandra, our four-year-old granddaughter, to ask her 
parents where Papa had gone: “Is Papa a ghost?” The pro
gram was an imaginative approach to the history of spiritu
alism and seances, with particular reference to the Fox sis
ters from Consecon, who helped to create the spiritualist 
movement in New York State. Unfortunately, the program 
dealt very briefly with Belleville and even conveyed the 
impression that Glanmore and Belleville were in Prince 
Edward County—not a major concern to residents of the GTA, 
but one that raised eyebrows among some local residents. 
Perhaps the TV producer had been tipped off by the provin
cial government about the imminent takeover of Belleville 
by Prince Edward County.
Wanted - A volunteer is needed to assist with the catalogu
ing of pictures in our Picture Archives housed on the sec
ond floor of Glanmore. Picture archivist Betsy Boyce and her 
assistants Marion Fisher and Mary McConnell, have worked 
very hard for many years to sort, catalogue and make avail
able to the public thousands of local pictures in our collec
tions. The heritage community is indebted to these three 
workers. Unfortunately, Mary is resigning from the committee 
and Betsy and Marion need another volunteers. The committee 
meets most Wednesdays from about 1:30 to 4 p.m., with a 
tea break included. It’s an excellent way to learn about the 
area, develop cataloguing skills (based on standards set by 
the National Archives of Canada), and enjoy the fellowship 
of people interested in preserving our heritage. Contact Betsy 
at 966-5475 for more information.
Also Wanted - Volunteers are also needed to assist with our 
workshops in the Hastings Heritage Centre, in the former 
Thurlow Town Hall in Cannifton. They’re held every other 
Monday afternoon from 1:15 to 3:45. We sort newspapers, 
city documents and other materials. Some clerical work could 
be done at home. Contact Gerry at 968-5023 for more infor
mation.
Winner wanted - You can still win a reprint of the 1874 
Bird’s-eye View of Belleville. Tell us what the official theme 
for Heritage Day/Heritage Week was this year. Phone Gerry 
at 968-5023 or write to 173 Bridge Street East, Belleville, 
Ontario, K8N 1N3. The draw will take place at the April 
meeting. Here’s a hint: the answer appeared in the March issue 
of Outlook.
Did you know? - The village of Belleville in Wisconsin will 
celebrate its 150th anniversary this year. The community was 
named by John Frederick who migrated from Belleville (On
tario) to Wisconsin in 1842 and had the site for a village 
surveyed in 1852. Frederick named it after his hometown of 
Belleville (Ontario).
Boyce’s Bowell - Thanks go to Ian Reilly and the Seventh 
Town Historical Society for presenting a copy of Betsy

Boyce’s new publication The Accidental Prime Minister: The 
Biography o f Sir Mackenzie Bowell to our Society. Featured 
on a CD-ROM (ISBN 0-9691935-5-6) it’s available for $20 
from the Seventh Town Historical Society, Ameliasburgh. 
Webbing it - Thanks go to Orland French, a Society direc
tor, for providing an Internet presence for the Society. The 
site offers information on the Hastings County Historical 
Society (including executive members) and a list of 14 avail
able publications. They include reprints of the 1816 plan for 
the town plot at the mouth of the Moira River, the 1840 Po
lice Regulations for the Town of Belleville, the 1874 Bird’s- 
eye View of Belleville and The Covered Bridge at Trenton. 
Visit the site at <http://www.littlebrickbookhouse.com/books/ 
hastingssociety/hastingssociety.htm l>. While you’re on 
Oriand’s site, take time to examine the many other resources 
relating to local history, archival Internet sources, etc.
A possibility - The proposed Quinte Cultural Centre in the 
former BCIVS is the possible site for a future archives. Rep
resentatives of our Society have held three meetings with reps 
from the QCC, the Belleville Public Library, Heritage 
Belleville, and the Quinte Region Branch of the Architec
tural Conservancy of Ontario. Watch for further news.
Not for Macs?? - The Belleville Family History project is 
the title of a CD-ROM just released by CITDPress of the Uni
versity of Toronto at Scarborough. Prepared by a team headed 
by Professor Larry Sawchuk, the CD-ROM contains census 
material for the residents of Belleville for the years 1851, 
1861, 1871 and 1881. The data is immediately accessible 
through a stand-alone computer program that allows the user 
to search for individuals on this large electronic database. 
Search results can be obtained at both the individual and the 
household levels. The program has an extensive help menu, 
powerful search features and a user-friendly environment. 
Other features include an extensive bibliography on Belleville, 
links to relevant on-line web sites and a brief illustrated history 
of Belleville by this writer. The CD-ROM (ISBN 0-7727-6304- 
6) sells for $39.95 and runs on Windows 95, Windows 98 and 
Windows NT. (Sorry, no Mac version is available at this time.) 
To order refer to the Belleville Family History Project website 
at < http ://citd .scar.u toronto .ca/C IT D Press/B elleville/ 
index.html>.

Belleville Family History Project CD-ROMs were presented 
at our March meeting to several organizations and individu
als:
1 - St. Thomas Anglican Church, where archeological and 
anthropological work relating to the Cemetery project (1989 
to the present) led to this disk. Bob Rose (Warden) and Pam 
Tansley (actively involved in the original plans to construct 
the Committee to erect a parish hall) accepted on behalf of 
the church;
2. - The Belleville Pubic Library, source of reference mate
rials for researchers involved in the St. Thomas Cemetery 
Project. CEO Leona Hendry accepted on behalf of the library;
3. - The Seventh Town Historical Society, owners of the 
M arilyn Adams Genealogical Research Centre in 
Ameliasburgh, which provided help to the researchers. Presi
dent Ian Reilly accepted the CD-ROM;
4. - Lois Foster, our historic structures advisor, who aided 
the researchers.

The Society’s sympathy is extended to the 
family and friends of the late Phillippa 

Faulkner. A noted Canadian artist, Phillippa 
was the last private owner of Glanmore. A 
memorial service is planned for Toronto.
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Museum Internship
Ellen Justynski will be jo ining the staff of 
Glanmore National Historic Site in May for a four- 
month museum internship.
The internship is Justynski’s final requirement to 
graduate from the Museum Management and Cu- 
ratorship Program at Sir Sandford Fleming Col
lege in Peterborough. Fleming College has been 
offering this Post-Graduate program in museum 
studies since 1994.
The program is a one-year, hands-on immersion 
course, which covers all aspects of museum work. 
Students in the Museum Management and Cura- 
torship Program apply their lessons to projects in 
local museums and galleries.
Staff at Glanmore is very excited about the intern
ship. Curator Rona Rustige explains, “These stu
dents have been taught the very latest in museum 
theory and accomplish a tremendous amount of 
work during their internship.”
Justynski should fit right in at Glanmore, which 
already has two graduates of the Fleming program 
on staff.
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are tops
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Glanmore Volunteers are Great! Outlook is published for the friends and members of
Glanmore National Historic Site has nominated six , ■ ^  Hastings County Historical Society.

. -  , It is edited and produced by Lewis Zandbergen.
volunteers for the Ontario Volunteer Service Awards Anyone wishing to submit articles or information may contact the editor at 613-
2001. The following volunteers will receive awards: 395-3022, or E-mail lewzan@ reach.net
Penny Smith and Helen Home - 20 years of service Thank V°u t0 The Community Press for its assistance.

Lillian Holowick and Katharine Mills - 15 years of service please note!
Ron Buskard - 10 years of service The Deadline for the May issue is April 20,2001
Betty LaVallee - 5 years of service 

In this the International Year of the Volunteer the staff 
of Glanmore National Historic Site extends a hearty 
thank you to all the wonderful volunteers who have 

contributed to Belleville’s community museum during 
the past year by guiding visitors, teaching school

programs, providing behind-the-scenes support and mailing label
more! THANK YOU!

mailto:lewzan@reach.net

