
HCttS 3.) I A if-

Si£o,

-  ^

V -V O u tlo o k
Volume 8 Issue 6 Issue Number 194, September 2003y

The president tells us ...
What I did on my summer holidays

Welcome back from the unplugged 
summer. We seem to be in a season of 
perpetual uncertainty, where global politics, 
global diseases and global economics are 
conspiring to engulf us. The only thing cer
tain is the past, until we dabble around in it 
with our ever-changing interpretations.

I had the satisfaction of launching an 
interpretation of the history of Bancroft and 
North Hastings in July. North o f 7 ... and 
Proud o f It!, two years in the making, was 
released at a happy community celebration 
in L’Amable on July 20. The book has been 
well received and is even outselling Harry 
Potter (in Bancroft). Come out to our Sep
tember meeting and I will tell you more 
about this project.

In early August Sylvia and I entertained 
Ken and Joan Douglas on a walking tour of 
the Jones Falls lock station on the Rideau 
Canal. Ken paid a huge amount of money 
for this auction item at last fall’s historical 
banquet. Tiding to give him his money’s 
worth, we chose a day of thunderstorms and 
torrential downpours to add to the excite
ment.

Next Meeting
Tuesday, September 16, 

2003
Guest Speaker
Orland French

Topic
New Publication 

North o f7 . . .  and proud of it 
Refreshments at 7:30 p.m.
Meeting begins at 8 p.m. 
Monthly meetings are 

held in the Auditorium of the 
Quinte Living Centre 

370 Front Street, Belleville

We hear that the Prince of Wales is pre
paring to visit Belleville and our historical 
banquet and auction on November 1. How
ever, his appearance at The Banquet That 
Never Was, as we are calling it, is uncer
tain, just as it was in 1860. We do know 
that Roy Bonisteel and Boyd Sullivan have 
again agreed to help us entertain you. Tick

ets are going fast and we have room for only 
100 guests.

We are also looking for appropriate items 
to put up for sale at both the silent and live 
auctions. Last year we raised about $4,000 at 
this event and we hope to do as well again.

See you there. We’re going to have a 
prince of a time.

On the Hastings County Historical Society Saturday, May 18, 2003 Ghostly Day Trip, 
hungry sightseers were treated to a delicious lunch at the Actinolite Community Cen
tre. The Bridgewater School Section Number 1 building was erected in 1861; the 
community centre is housed in the former school and in a newer addition on the 
west side. A fall colour trip featuring more tantalizing stories of old Hastings County 
is planned for Saturday, October 11. Look for details on page 3. Lewis zandbergen photo

News from the Hastings Heritage Centre
by Gerry Boyce

For the first time since the Society opened 
the Hastings Heritage Centre in the former 
Thurlow Township Hall in Cannifton, there 
have been summer workshops. Several 
researchers from the local area as well as 
from the United States visited the Centre on 
Monday afternoons to search for genealogi
cal and other information. Workshops con
tinue in the fall from 1 to 4:30 p.m. on these 
Mondays: September 8 and 22, October 6

and 20, November 3 and 17, and December 
1 and 15. Although we have several enthu
siastic volunteers helping out, we invite you 
and your friends to come and join in the 
excitement of sorting and cataloguing our 
written history and sharing a cup of tea/ 
coffee/cold drink and stories of historical 
events with us. You’re also invited to do 
some research into your family tree or other 
topic. For info call Gerry at 968-5023.



Stan Wiggins
Remembering Mr. Belleville

excerpted from The Intelligencer 
by Bill Hunt

The man considered to be the linchpin of Bel
leville’s musical community for more than half 
a century and the leader of the Commodores Or
chestra for several decades has died.

Stan Wiggins died Sunday [August 3] of a heart 
attack at Kingston General Hospital. He was 77.

His son, Jim, said his father was bom and 
raised in Belleville. After high school he attended 
Queen’s University to study medicine but fell ill 
the first year and returned home. He then went to 
work for his grandfather’s clothing store, Chas. 
Symons Haberdashery, before attending Ontario 
Business College. After graduating from OBC he 
joined London Life Insurance Company in 1950 
and remained with the company for 50 years be
fore retiring in 2000.

In 1948 Mr. Wiggins married Margaret (Miller) 
and the couple had three children, Jim, Joanne 
and Carol.

Aside from his family, music—especially the 
trumpet—remained Mr. Wiggins’ greatest love 
in life. Mr. Wiggins performed with numerous

bands over the years including the Belleville Mu
nicipal Band in his early years, the Quinte Con
cert Brass, in more recent years, with his own 
group, the River City Jazz Band and 8 Wing Con
cert Band.

When not entertaining the public, Mr. Wiggins 
enjoyed skiing, swimming, boating and camping 
He sat on the local school board and was also 
a member of the board of directors of the local 
Children’s Aid Society. Mr. Wiggins also served 
as warden of Christ Anglican Church and was 
past president of the Belleville Club.

Probably because of his musical connections, 
Mr. Wiggins was well-known in Belleville and 
Leslie [daughter Carol Leslie] recalls years ago 
that when her father walked downtown he was 
often called Mr. Belleville because of all his ac
quaintances.

In 1997 Wiggins received the Quinte Arts Coun
cil’s Quinte Arts Recognition Award “in recog
nition of outstanding contributions to the arts in 
Quinte.”

Mr. Wiggins is survived by his wife, Margaret, 
three children and eight grandchildren.

Stan Wiggins was a member 
of the Hastings County His
torical Society and spoke to 
members about music in Bel
leville on several occasions.

pho to  scanned from  The In te l
lig ence r o f A ugust 6, 2003

Membership form
Please complete this form, or a photocopy of the form if you wish to save your newsletter 

and bring it with your payment to the Society’s next general meeting (third Tuesday of 
each month except June July, August and December), or send it by mail to the

Hastings County Historical Society, 154 Cannifton Road North,
General Delivery, Cannifton, Ontario K0K 1K0

Name_________________________________________________________________

Address

City Postal Code

Membership Categories 
Individual $ 20
Family $ 25
Senior/Student $ 15
Senior Family $ 20
Life Member $150
Corporate Sponsor $ 50
Women’s Institute/Organization $ 20

I also enclose a donation of $_
toward the work of the Society

The Hastings County Historical Society 
is a registered charity.

Official receipts for Income Tax purposes 
will be forwarded to you with your mem

bership card



Ghostly (Fall Colour) Day Trip
Saturday, October 11

Join the Hastings County Historical 
Society’s fall day tour through the 
vivid fall colours to the scenic “ghost 
towns” of Hastings County.

Our pioneer heritage is not found 
only in the success stories of our fore
bears but also in dreams which never 
materialized or briefly shone only to 
be passed by when prosperity came 
to other centres. On this excursion 
familiarize yourself with the hamlets 
which began with high hopes and 
grand dreams only to be supplanted by 
the tides of fortune and other men’s 
visions. These “ghost towns” were 
once vibrant places which served a 
vital part of Hastings County’s early

years. Most have been rel
egated to little more than 
“bedroom” communities if 
they are fortunate; others 
have truly become but 
footnotes in our history.
Your escorted trip will 
• includes a comfortable 
highway coach ride through 
some breathtakingly beautiful country 
tinged by autumn’s colourful palette

• stops in historic and largely forgot
ten hamlets ... “ghost towns”

• local commentary at selected stops
• local legends about towns that dis

appeared, The Haunted Spring, The 
Robber Police Chief, The Church/

Marcia Lovering
The Society’s sympathy is extended to Dick Lovering and other family members 
of Marcia Lovering (nee Blatherwick). Marcia was an enthusiastic member of the 
Heritage Centre’s Volunteer Workshop Team until illness forced her to step down. 
She helped sort and catalogue the Society’s own records and enlisted the help of 
her husband to transcribe several reel-to-reel audio tapes from our early years. 
Marcia was a former employee of CJBQ and (under the radio name of Marcia 
McLaren) assisted in programs aired by Irene Haig (under the radio name of Har
riet Stevens) - same Irene Haig who presided over the meeting on October 1,1957, 
that set up our Society.

Jail, The Poisoned Village, The Ille
gal Radio Station The Government 
Couldn’t Shut Down, The Bankrupt 
Banker’s Mansion ... and more sto
ries about the quaint and the quizzi
cal. Feel like taking a trek into the 
past? Feel like meeting a few ghosts? 
There’s no telling what you’ll find out 
on this scenic tour of central Hastings 
County’s ghost towns.

Tickets are $40 for Hastings County 
Historical Society members and $50 
for non-members. Tickets will likely 
go fast so call today. Vera Morton at 
966-4859 or Bill Hunt at 962-4611.

Sulphide’s ghosts may inhabit 
these long neglected buildings. 
Come along and check the remains 
of the hamlet out for yourself

WANTED
Copies of such classic local history 
books as Mary Plumpton’s The Ram
bling River (1967), W.C. Mikel’s City o f 
Belleville History (1943) and Belden’s 
Historical Atlas o f Hastings and Prince 
Edward Counties (reprint), as well as a 
copy of the recent audio tape Quint- 
essentially Quinte. We need these for 
our reference library. Call Gerry at 
968-5023.

For the first time, we had to ration usage 
time for our single microfilm reader at 
the Hastings Heritage Centre. American 
and local researchers needed to consult 
“Township Papers” at the same time. 
Can anyone supply us with an addi
tional microfilm reader? Call Gerry at 
968-5023.



LANMORENational Historic Site
257 Bridge Street East, 

Belleville, Ontario K8N1P4 
(613) 962-2329

Celebrating 30 Years
\ Historic Hallowe’en at Glanmore

Sunday, October 26, 2003 - 1:30 
to 3:30 p.m. Fortune tellers,
mummies, games, crafts and 

more will delight boys and 
girls ages 6 to 10 in this fun 
program. Spaces are limited, 
pre-registration is required. 
Cost: $4.00 per child. Call 
(613) 962-2329 to register. ✓

Education Kits
Glanmore’s Education Kits are a terrific resource for class

room enrichment. These themed kits contain artifacts, pictures, 
background information, and suggested activities to be utilized 
in the classroom.

A wide variety of heritage kit themes are available ranging 
from The Loyalist Years to Early School Days and 19th Cen
tury Pastimes. Courtney Robson, a student at Nicholson Catho
lic College, was employed this summer at Glanmore as part 
of a Young Canada Works project to assess existing kits and 
develop the new one. The summer position was perfect for 
Courtney who intends to pursue further education and a career 
in the museum field. The new kit entitled “Simple Machines”

New Volunteers Welcome
Interested in Volunteering at Glan
more National Historic Site? New 
volunteers are always welcome. 
Volunteers assist with education 
programs, reception, research and 
more. Contact Melissa Wakeling, 
Education Co-ordinator at (613) 
962-2329 for more details.

uses historic objects and related activities to combine the Social 
Studies and Science and Technology curriculums. Examples of 
levers, inclined planes, wedges, wheels, pulleys, and gears are 
featured. Students in Grades 2, 3 and 4 study these machines 
which are often overlooked or taken for granted by adults but 
form an important part of our everyday world.

Education Kits cost $7.00 to rent and are available for a two 
week loan.

Call Melissa Wakeling, Education Coordinator at Glanmore 
(613) 962-2329 to reserve a kit today.

Hastings County Historical Society is based at the old township office in Cannifton.
Please address mail to General Detivsry Cannifton, Ontario K0K1K0 
Outlook is published in January, February, March, April, May, September, 

October and November for the friends and members of 
the Hastings County Historical Society 

It is edited and produced by Lewis Zandbergen.
Anyone wishing to submit articles or information may contact the editor at 

613-395-3022, or E-mail lewzan @ reach.net 
Thank you to The Community Press for its assistance.

PLEASE NOTE!
The Deadline for the October 2003 issue is September 21,2003
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