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O
City Hill. Front Street

Built in 1873, this eclectic Gothic Revival style with 
red brick walls 18" thick housed the Town Hall and 
Market. Tradition has it that the original design called 
tor a shorter tower, but the builder John Forin's ideas 
prevailed and the graceful tower, 144 feet ground to 
peak, has remained a landmark in the city. John Evans 
was the architect. Designated 1980.

o
Bogart-Carmen Block (Cablevue), iboim Front st.

Built for D.D.Bogart in 1872. The builder John Forin 
utilized the same architectural elements that he had 
applied to several other buildings in Belleville, (e.g. 
Dinkies); the rusticated masonry arcade across the 
first floor front, the arched stone lintels with projecting 
keystones over the windows in the brick second and 
third storeys and the heavy cornice with the sculptured 
freize. This building has been home to the publishing 
business from 1872 until 1965.

Corby-Bone Building [tenant! Or. D. Smith. 157 Front st
Henry Corby built his new office building between 

1868 and 1872. The lower storey remains much the 
same, although the central carriageway has been 
enclosed. It is built in the Italian Renaissance Style 
featuring the arcade of round-headed windows and 
doorway set in rusticated dressed stone. When son 
Henry remodelled the offices in 1890 s, he installed 
brick pilasters separating the windows that have new 
pediments and trim on every other window. A low third 
storey projected at the south corner with a wooden 
railing which has since been removed.

o
Commercial Hotel [O'Neil Stationery). 121 Front st

Matthew Rourke, a Kingston merchant, built the 
Commercial Hotel in the late 1830’s or early '40’s. It is 
built of course rubble stone then brick faced with a 
brick warehouse at the rear. Note the “chamfered 
pyramid" design on the square corbel stone. This 
design is seen on corbels on several other buildings of 
the same age in Belleville. Edmund Murney, a 
prominent barrister and politician, bought the property 
in 1845. and it remained in the family until 1920.

Petrie House. 6? south From street
This house, built by Alexander Oliphant Petrie in 

1814, is a simple saltbox shape with a central door and 
symmetrically placed windows on the front. The gable 
over the front door was added later.

When Petrie arrived at Meyer's Creek (Belleville) in 
1809 he pitched a tent. He was serving in the War of 
1812 aboard the “Royal George" when Kingston was 
attacked by the American fleet. When he died in 1870 
“the funeral cortege numbered over 1000 persons."
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o
McIntosh-Ridley. 45 South Front Street

Captain John McIntosh was one of the original 
Loyalist settlers in Hastings County. His widow, 
Martha, built this two-storey frame house in 1817, 
adding the kitchen wing in 1819. The symmetrical 
design with original central doorway reflects the early 
19th century Loyalist period. The structure is a post 
and beam bent type, with brick filling to the frame. The 
original fireplace and bake oven are still in place in the 
kitchen wing. Designated 1983.

Commercial Bank (Corby Library). 233 pinn»ci« st
In 1855 the Commercial Bank of Midland District 

erected this handsome three storey building which 
reflects the Italian Renaissance influence. Harry Corby 
(later Senator Corby) bought the building in 1907 when 
the bank moved to Front St. and having completely 
equipped it as a library, he turned it over to the city. The 
original building still displays the pillars with Ionic 
capitals and the mosaic floor.

St. Thomas Anglican Church, church st.

The cornerstone for the present St. Thomas’ was 
laid in 1855. In 1876 the interior was destroyed by fire 
and again in 1976. Both times the original stone snell 
has been used in the rebuilding of the structure. Across 
the street the cornerstone for Bridge St. United Church 
was laid by Billa Flint in 1846. The present church was 
constructed after a fire in 1886.

Bellevue Terrace. 10 Piitirwn st.
In spite of a severe economic slump, Isaac B 

Graham and his brother, Front St. clothiers, built this 
block of six luxury apartments in 1876for $12,000. Note 
the cement exterior decorative mouldings used by 
architect James A. Davis, for the window caps, sills 
and patterned freize. Designated 1980. 

Coulter-Tennant House. 325 Church st.
Built in the 1840’s by John Coulter, blacksmith. Did 

he plan a more ambitious home with a centre door 
plan? When the 1852 survey for the Grand Trunk 
Railway planned the track so close it would have been 
impossible to finish his dream. After all these years 
there is not a crack or sagging stone in the soldier 
lintels above the windows. The pyramid corbels 
support parapets on the south & east wide chimneys.

Notice: The information in this publication has been 
gathered as a result of research by the Hastings County 
Historical Society and Belleville L.A.C.A.C. 
© COPYRIGHT 1985.

Note: This tour has been designed with City Hall as a 
starting point.



Henderson Building, 399 Front st
George Eyre Henderson, lawyer, built this three 

storey stone building with brick and iron front in 1859. 
The east side of the building was constructed with 
wood joints set into stone so that another building 
could be added in the future. This is the only complete 
cast iron main floor remaining in Belleville. Note the 
iron pediments on the narrow second storey windows 
and the hood moulds usedonthethird storey windows. 
The mansard roof and dormers were added in the 
1870's.

©
Whiteford Block (Bert Lewis & Son Jewellers). 304 From st.

In Dec. 1865 a fire started in the Filliter Building 
destroying several buildings to the north. By 1868 
James Whiteford, watchmaker was building the block 
that now includes Bert Lewis and Son Jewellers, 
Wray’s Furniture and the City Hotel. The long, narrow 
Victorian windows of each brick section are framed by 
a large segmental arch. Over the alleyway south of the 
City Hotel was a narrower round headed arch in the 
brick third storey. A heavy wooden cornice stretched 
across the top of the three stores.

©
Yeomans Building (Marianne's). 302 From st

In 1885 Lewis Wallbridge Yeomans moved his 
thriving drug store to this section of the Whiteford 
Block. In the basement was a factory of Scott and 
Bowne of New York, manufacturers of Scott's Emulsion 
and Cod Liver Oil. Yeomans was the sole Canadian 
manufacturer of this product. After a fire in 1887, Mr. 
Yeomans rebuilt this four storey building. Again in 
1896, fire gutted the building. When the ruins were 
searched Mr. Yeomans’ body was found in the 
basement. It is amazing that after two furious fires, the 
brick four-storey building was so solidly built it could 
be restored, and is in use today.

Old Firehall— No. 2 Station (Norma's). 394400 Front st
On Nov. 20,1867 Town Council met for the first time 

in the new ‘engine house’. Town Council had met in the 
market building on Market Square, but because of fear 
of an American attack. British troops took over the 
Armory, and the local militia then displaced Town 
Council. The Council met in the upper storey, which had 
been intended as a public meeting hall. Council moved 
in 1873 to the present City Hall. No. 2 Fire Station 
moved in 1950.

Albert-Fllliter Building (Ace Submarine). 298 300 From st
In 1846 Erastus Holden, manager of the Bank of 

Lipper Canada, built this four-storey brick building and 
named it the Albert Building. After a fire in 1865, the 
building was restored. Holden's daughter Ida Filliter 
inherited the building in 1876 and by 1890 the cornice 
had been remodelled adding an arched centre section 
bearing the name. This building remains an anchor to 
the two adjoining blocks.

-©---------------------------
Nathan Jones Building (Coles Jewellers). 296 From st.

Built by Nathan Jones, merchant, in 1862 and 
remained in the Jones family until 1974. The early 
newspapers describe it as a splendid building. The iron 
fronts were very much in style. We can still see the 
decorative cast iron lintels on the windows of the 
second & third storey and the plainer segmental arches 
of the iron lintels on the fourth. The brass letters 
spelling NATHAN JONES have been carefully 
preserved.

©
West Harrison Block (Noonday Graphics), 280-282 From st.

The adjacent walkway to the north of the building 
reveals the outline of the gable end of the original two- 
storey stone house built by Donald McKenzie by 1850. 
After a fire in 1863, Edward Harrison installed a new cut 
stone front on his enlarged shops. An 1879 illustration 
depicts the building with a mansard roof carrying 
deeply pitched gabfes. The roof was later replaced by a 
cornice with carved brackets.

©
Geen’s Pharmacy. 276 From st.

George Neilson, contractor, erected this building 
about 1858 and then sold it to Elisha Sills, a Picton 
merchant. In 1873 Sills sold a strip of land to the south 
of the building to the Town of Belleville for a “highway 
to a footbridge." Geen’s Pharmacy has been located 
here since 1941. The design of the cast iron lintels on 
the second and third storey are a feature of the 
buildings constructed in the 1850’s in this area. 

©

Alberta Block (Woodley's), 273 From st.
In 1859 Lewis Wallbridge, a prominent Belleville 

lawyer, was made Solicitor-General and Speaker of the 
House. In 1861 he built a two-storey building on this lot. 
In the early 1880’s the owner, Joseph Templeton, 
grocer, built the three-storey "Alberta Block" as it was 
identified on the 1888 Goad’s Insurance Map. Note the 
architectural details that reflect the "Richardson 
Romanesque" style which was popular at the time— 
particularly the use of applied decorative elements on 
the wall surfaces such as the design of pressed tin 
between the bay windows. The cornice supported on 
elaborately carved brackets now lacks the original 
towering central section.

0
Wills Block (Leslies), 255 From st.

An article in the August 5,1863 Hastings Chronicle 
describes this building as follows:

"Mr. Thos Wills has built a large new store and 
storehouse on the Campbell property which presents to 
the front a rather neat appearance, being built with red 
brick with facings of white or patent brick. The building 
has 25 feet by 75 feet depth... The building from the 
front has the appearance of a three storey building but 
it is only two storeys. It is occupied by James Glass as 
a hardware store, and it is very convenient and 
commodious. It was built by Mr. Northcott, contractor. 
Probable cost 3,000 pounds."

0
Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce. 237 From st.

Built in 1916 for The Canadian Bank of Commerce of 
cut stone and brick. The architecture reflects the 
influence of the Classical Revival style so often used by 
banks. Designated 1980.

0
Turnbull Building (Cosy Grill). 207 From st

The north section of this stone building appears 
earlier than the south section. It is built in the Classical 
Vernacular style of the first half of the 19th century. The 
gable ends and dividing wall finish with a low parapet 
at roof level typical of that period. Hamilton’s 
Jeweller’s is located in what was previously the 
carriageway. John Turnbull was the first agent of the 
Commercial Bank and he and his family lived in the 
building where the bank was located. He became a man 
of considerable property and was held in high esteem.
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Corby-Caldwell (Greenley'sL 258 From st

Until 1850 Henry Corby, founder of Corby’s 
Distillery, operated a bake shop and lived here in a two 
storey stone building with dwelling attached. The early 
buildings, probably built by an innkeeper, Abraham 
Stimers, about 1824, have been incorporated into the 
present structure. In the basement there is evidence of 
the 1820’s kitchen and the stone dwelling with shutter
hooks on the windows. Corby leased, then sold the 
buildings to Philip Hambly, a baker. In 1891 Joseph 
Caldwell, dentist, added the brick facade

The Post Office Block (Dinkels). 44 Bridge st. e.
Built for D.D. Bogart, a lumber merchant, in 1870. 

John Forin was the architect. In this building, the 
arcade of round-headed arches in rusticated masonry 
which frame the windows and doors of the main floor 
prominently displays one of the most impressive of 
Forin’s work in business blocks. The heavy carved 
keystones over the tall segmental arched windows of 
the second and third storeys add to the solid 
appearance. Note the original wooden brackets and 
cornice that still remain intact.

Seldon-Harris Building (Limestone Cafe). 184 From st.

Built by Pennel Seldon and James Harris, hatters 
circa 1828. The style of this building is typical of the 
late 20’s and early 30's. The side walls of rubble stone 
hold wide chimneys, and rise three storeys to parapet 
gable ends. The facade of coursed limestone has many 
details of cut or dressed masonry. Stone corner quoins, 
and window heads and sills, and the cut stone store 
front cornice, all add distinction to this early 
commercial block.

Flint House [Emhart Canada Ltd.), isocoumin st.
Billa Flint, lumber merchant, built this dwelling in 

1835 and lived here until 1861 when he moved to his 
mansion at the s.w. corner of Bridge and Ann Streets, 
(demolished) Note the distinctive architecture of the 
1830’s evident in the parapet gables supporting wide 
chimney bases. The south windows looked over the 
Flints' gardens and the bay.


