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A decade later, the December 9, 1876 Daily Intelligencer con-

firms that the Belleville Skating Club still stood on Pinnacle 

Street opposite the market square. By January 1884, although 

costs had risen (gentlemen were now required to put up $2.50 

for the season, ladies $2.00 and children $1.50), the skating rink 

was popular. An 1884 Mere Mention column reported over 200 

persons on the ice at one time. 

The 1888/1900 Fire Insurance map shows yet another outdoor 

rink, built for the first Belleville Hockey Club on the old Hospi-

tal Lot. Also called “the Common,” this piece of land was locat-

ed on Victoria Avenue between Church Street and Rear Street 

(now John Street), today the location of St. Michael Catholic 

School. 

In 1898, a covered ice rink built by Captain R.E. Sewell was 

added to the 1888/1900 Fire Insurance map; it was situated at 

187 Pinnacle Street, site of today's Belleville Armouries. The 

Sewell Arena contained three curling rinks, a large skating rink, 

a balcony, dressing rooms and a lunch counter. A covered rink 

was a requisite for the local hockey club's admission to the On-

tario Hockey Association, formed in 1890.  

The next chapter in Belleville's arena story is illustrated. 

Belleville's next arena was built by Richard Arnott, O.H.A. team 

manager, on the east side of Church Street south of Dundas 

Street. The Arnott Arena was officially opened in December 

1906. It shows as a galvanized 'iron clad' skating rink on the 

1904/1908 Fire Insurance map; a curling rink stood next door. 

Arnott Arena was operated by the family for seventeen years.  

History on Ice, Part 2  

Join the Skating Club! 
By Lindi Pierce 

When we lose historic structures—to fire, neglect or develop-

ment—we lose part of our history. Old buildings and their stand

-ins, archival photographs, are links with the past, reminding us 

how we used to live and recalling the events and personalities 

that made the news. Campaigners for the preservation of the 

Memorial Arena understand this imperative to retain the sites 

where we lived our glory days. 

Lois Foster's diligent research into the skating rinks of Belleville 

has provided fascinating insights into the winter pursuits of pre-

vious generations, and raised some tantalizing questions. Early 

newspapers provide intriguing glimpses at several rinks and the 

activities they featured.  

The Moira Skating Rink once stood on the east side of Pinnacle 

Street south of Bridge Street across from the market square. The 

Hastings Chronicle of February 7, 1866, contained an invitation 

to a "Fancy Dress Entertainment" at the rink, featuring the Band 

of the 15th Battalion. Spectator tickets were available from John 

Lewis, costume tickets from J.C. Holden. A special appeal to 

the ladies hints that such events might have tended toward indis-

cretions: "as no masques or any covering for the face will be 

allowed on the ice, they trust that the lady members of the Rink, 

and the ladies of the Town generally will turn out en masse." 

In September of that year, the Weekly Intelligencer had related 

the stockholders' decision to move the Moira Skating Club rink 

to the vacant lot opposite the market place on the east side of 

Pinnacle Street. Plans included increasing the height of the 

building to provide for better lighting and creating walks around 

the inside for spectators. Large, comfortable sitting rooms and 

skate rooms were planned for the front of the building, "from 

which the skating can be seen without leaving the rooms." 

Clearly, not all of our ancestors were athletes. The plans were 

ambitious. A covered area was to be connected to an adjacent 

open-air rink filling the remainder of the lot, and a roofed curl-

ing rink was included in the design. 

By December 21, the Moira Skating Rink was open "with a cap-

ital sheet of ice." Gentlemen could obtain a season ticket for 

$2.00, ladies and children for $1.00. A ticket for one day's skat-

ing was 10 cents, and a "liberal reduction" was offered to fami-

lies.  

Arnott Arena                                                  CABHC HC00417  
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In 1911, the arena was relocated across Dundas Street to the 

east side of Turnbull Street, a move necessitated by the con-

struction of a Canadian Northern Railway station between 

Church and John streets. A Bishop-Barker Company aerial 

photograph dated 1919 shows the cylindrical-roofed Nissen 

hut form with three roof ventilators. Another photograph re-

veals a large arch-roofed building with sloping side wings, 

round-headed windows and the shed-like ventilators. The are-

na dwarfs the horse-drawn and motorized vehicles illustrated 

in front of the structure. By 1928, the building needed exten-

sive repairs, and did not open for the season. 

Until this time, arena operators operated under the same con-

straints as the many who enjoyed the area's outdoor river and 

harbour skating rinks. If the temperature stayed below freez-

ing, they had ice.  

In January 1929, there began a phase of arena history familiar 

to many Belleville and area winter sport enthusiasts. The 

Belleville Arena Company was formed to build a replacement 

for the aging Turnbull Arena. Paul Kirby, author of Champi-

ons All: A Sports History of Belleville, captures the early ex-

citement: "What the capacity crowd saw that opening night of 

December 6, 1929 was one of the finest ice palaces in Ontar-

io. Built at an estimated cost of $100,000 by T.B. Mothersill 

and Company of Oshawa, it seated 2,500 and had room for 

another 1,000 standees. Replete with up-to-date players' 

benches, time keeper's box, press area and modern comforta-

ble dressing rooms, it also contained a piece of equipment that 

was becoming a necessity in those days—an artificial ice-

making plant." (pp. 131–32) 

But 1929 was an inauspicious year for new ventures, and the 

Belleville Arena had financial struggles. The operation was 

rescued by Hiram-Walker Distillery president W.J. Hume 

(hence the name change to Hume Arena) and by members of 

the Board of Directors, most notably Glanmore's Sandy Bur-

rows, local sports figure and businessman.  

In June 1946, upon the purchase of the building by the City of 

Belleville, the name was changed once again to the familiar 

Memorial Arena, to commemorate those who served during 

World War II. It alone remains to relate the early chapters of 

Belleville's history on ice. 

Many thanks to Lois Foster for the use of her research into the 

skating rinks of Belleville, and to Paul Kirby, author of 

Champions All: A Sports History of Belleville (Dharma Pub-

lishing, 1986) for the history of the Memorial Arena. 

The public presentation for Tuesday, 
February 16, 2016 The History of the 
Canadian Flag by Bill Kennedy was can-
celled due to weather conditions.  

Arnott Arena was moved to Turnbull Street.  1919 Bishop-

Barker Company aerial photo                       CABHC HC00402 

Ice-Skating on Belleville Harbour, 1940      CABHC HC01297  

Outdoor Rink. Moira River near Corby Distillery   

CABHC HC01542 

Hume Arena. Neon signage advertises skating, hockey,  

dancing and wrestling.                                CABHC HC01372  
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Gerry Boyce: A Life in History  

Part 1: Where Do Historians Come From? 

By Lindi Pierce 

 “I was born July 8, 1933, if my parents are to be believed.” 

This is the opening line of Gerry Boyce’s autobiography, begun 

several years ago. To date, the work has reached five pages in 

length. While readers wait for more, Outlook’s three-part profile 

of this well-respected local historian will have to suffice. 

A visitor to Gerry and Beverley Boyce’s welcoming Belleville 

apartment may well be taken directly to the master bedroom to 

admire a quilt. Bev had it created for him by Betty Allen; it’s a 

patchwork made from tee shirts commemorating dozens of ac-

tivities in which Gerry has participated over the years. A fa-

vourite is a cross-border Pepsi run which took place in those pre

-9/11 days. “The border guard looked over the bus-load of 

sweaty passengers re-entering the country, and waved us 

through.”  

After several months of chats fuelled by Gerry’s good coffee, a 

patchwork of a life in history is emerging. True of every life 

well lived, so many anecdotes, characters and events spill out 

once one begins to reminisce. Gerry admits he “knows a little 

about almost everything.” He has personal connections with so 

many events in Belleville history. He recalls the fire which de-

stroyed the King Sol building in 1972 because of the loss of a 

historic stone structure and also because Bev’s bike, in for re-

pairs at Stephen Licence, perished in the blaze. 

Even the couple’s new apartment has connections. The building 

was constructed amidst some neighbourhood resistance on the 

site of Judge Carroll Anderson's home. The judge was 

“honorary uncle” to Gerry; he and Gerry’s mother grew up to-

gether in Napanee. It was Judge Anderson who, along with Ger-

ry’s uncle Judge Smith, later tipped Gerry off about at-risk his-

toric treasure in the Court House vault. 

Gerald Egerton Boyce, Hastings County’s most prolific history 

writer, was born in Hamilton in 1933. His grandfather was a 

Methodist minister, who once served on the circuit which in-

cluded Old Hay Bay Church. It was Gerry’s grandfather who 

urged the church to re-acquire the historic building after it had 

become a farm storage shed. 

Gerry’s father studied at Napanee Collegiate Institute; he met his 

bride, Rowena Smith, at church. Courtship was convenient; they 

lived close enough that they could signal each other from their 

bedroom windows. In 1925, the Boyce family moved to Hamil-

ton where Gerry’s father was to serve as church organist at St. 

Giles United Church. 

Gerry contracted the history bug early. In the 1940s, he spent 

summers in Napanee where his mother’s family operated 

Smith’s Groceries. Gerry’s uncle Judge Gerald Smith had re-

vived the Lennox and Addington County Historical Society 

started in 1907 by W.S. Herrington. A collection housed at the 

library included World War I German war souvenirs including 

helmets, flags, and a machine gun that Gerry found intriguing.  

His parents moved to Belleville in 1952. Gerry, who was distin-

guishing himself in history studies at McMaster by then, came to 

town for weekends and summers and worked at a number of 

Belleville institutions: the Moira-Schuster coal company, the 

Coca-Cola bottling plant. He recalls his best summers were 

spent at CJBQ with “the little Irishman,” Harry Mulhall. 

Gerry’s father, organist and choir leader at St. Andrew’s Presby-

terian Church, introduced him to Beverley Pigden. Gerry re-

members a young people’s group assembling for an outing to 

Oak Lake. The cute, athletic young woman was throwing a foot-

ball among the tombstones. Gerry “admired how well she could 

throw a football. I worried I might have to catch it.” That was 

over 50 years ago. The couple sang together in the St. Andrew’s 

choir for years; last November, they and other former members 

joined the choir at a special anniversary service.  

 

Fortunately for Hastings County, Gerry chose history as his ca-

reer. He recalls fondly his days at McMaster University. There 

was Professor Stearns who taught archaeology, his class known 

as “Stearns Urns.” Professor Togo Salmon, who taught ancient 

history and read the Manchester Guardian Sunday nights on the 

radio, suggested Gerry go to the University of Manitoba as a 

graduate assistant. Gerry recalls sharing an office with an Ice-

landic scholar, while he taught first-year students British history, 

the only branch of history he admits to disliking.  

Patchwork of a Life                              Quilter: Betty Allen   

Student Life 1938-1946           Photo submitted by Gerry Boyce 
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In 1955, Gerry received a travelling scholarship to Ottawa. He 

recalls catching the 5:00 a.m. train at the old CPR station south 

of Dundas Street. The National Archives were open 24 hours a 

day, so on at least one occasion Gerry worked around the clock 

and slept on the train back to Belleville. The building was not 

secure, there were no bag checks, researchers left their materials 

on the table. But the trust wasn't warranted in all cases, as peo-

ple occasionally “borrowed” items.  

Gerry began his 32-year teaching career at Quinte Secondary 

School in 1957. In 1959, now history department head, he 

helped open Moira Secondary School. Gerry then spent a year 

as one of two teaching vice-principals at Belleville Collegiate 

Institute and Vocational School. He recalls the view from his 

third-floor window: the outlines of the original 1870s Belleville 

High School and the graves at St. Andrew’s Presbyterian 

Church, even the shadows of those paved over for a tennis 

court.  

Beverley, whose degree is in Native Studies and Religious Stud-

ies from Laurentian University, has been a partner on many pro-

jects, including a 1989 anthropological/ archaeological cemetery 

study at St. Thomas’ Anglican Church. Currently she is proof-

reading the newest edition of Historic Hastings. The couple's 

partnership is long-standing. Married in 1957, they raised four 

successful children: Susie, a police officer; Duncan, in publish-

ing; Egerton, local city councillor; and Tom, a business execu-

tive. 

For most people, family and a career in teaching would have 

been enough. But not for historian Boyce. 

It was 1957, Gerry’s first year of teaching. He was part of a 

team of volunteers including Lee Jourard and Tom Ransom 

combing through bundles of moulding documents in the musty 

basement of the 1839 Court House. Gerry's judge uncles had 

made him aware of the at-risk material. “We would save any 

documents before 1860, and interesting ones from later years.” 

The team rescued much historical material that “would have 

ended up in the dump at Zwick’s Island.” Lots more is buried 

there. Some documents were retained; many Provincial Court 

documents went to the Ontario Archives. The group kept local 

records, like the inventories of the German Shoe Store, “because 

they're interesting.”  

The team found steamship and railway company share certifi-

cates from 1920s/30s, and researched their value at the Bank of 

Montreal. Hopeful of a windfall for the Historical Society, they 

asked lawyer Kenneth G. (Cagey) Ross to find the owner to sign 

off, so the certificates could be redeemed. Lawyer Ross discov-

ered that the shares had been part of an estate. Unfortunately, 

the heirs took the money! “K.G. gave us half of his fee, as he 

thought we should have something. We gave him a life mem-

bership to the Historical Society in return for his $50.00.” 

Gerry recalls “guiltily” sorting through piles of historical docu-

ments in 1957 while supervising students writing exams. He 

found and indexed a series of citizen petitions from the 1850s 

appealing to Belleville town government for sewers, roads, a 

fire department and other services. In the 1870s, the argument 

was made that St. Thomas’ Church burned because the two 

competing fire departments wouldn't work together. Interesting-

ly, both stations still stand on Front Street. “The first person to 

arrive at a fire with a bucket that would hold water received a 

bonus.” One of the documents, 1841 Fire Regulations, was re-

produced and is for sale at the Archives. “They were very con-

cerned about fires. That's the reason Campbell Street was put 

through, to break up a long block between Bridge and Hotel 

(later Victoria) to stop a fire from spreading.”  

These bundles of documents “which fitted quite nicely into the 

linen cupboard” at Gerry and Bev’s George Street apartment, 

would one day grow to become the Community Archives of 

Belleville and Hastings County.  

Next month:  Finding a Home for Hastings County’s History 

 

On the Home Front 

Excerpts from The Intelligencer, March 

and April, 1916 

       By Laurel Bishop   

March 4, 1916: “To fill the depleted ranks of farm labor in On-

tario on account of the war, no fewer than 15,000 male students 

of fifteen years and upwards attending schools and collegiate 

institutes will be available this summer for farm work. …  It is 

likely that the lads will be able to go in for this work about the 

beginning of May until October. Making allowance for the usu-

al school vacation period, it means the boys who are thus em-

ployed will lose two or three months’ education, but it is stated 

that by an arrangement their academic standing will not be al-

lowed to suffer.” 

March 7, 1916: “Mr. Schuster, officer in charge of the 224th 

Overseas Canadian Foresters Battalion, is mailing the following 

letter to the various lumber manufacturers in this district. …  

This battalion is being formed …  for the purpose of getting out 

timber in the British Isles and France for use at the front. The 

A Bounty of Boyces                  Photo submitted by Gerry Boyce 
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War Office find it necessary to do this owing to the fact that 

ocean tonnage is becoming so scarce it is impossible to secure 

timber from this country. …  Yours very truly, Alexander 

McDougall, Lieut.-Colonel. W.E. Schuster, Officer in charge at 

Belleville, Ont.” 

March 7, 1916: “A recruiting depot for the Forestry (224) Bat-

talion has been opened at 40 Bridge St. A window display con-

sisting of axes, chains, shovels, peavies, etc. such as used by 

shantymen and bushmen is attracting much attention. The suc-

cess of the Forestry Battalion in this district is assured.” 

March 24, 1916: “Promptly at 6:30 last night on the Y.M.C.A. 

alleys, Captain Watson in the absence of Col. Ketcheson for-

mally opened the Battalion Bowling leagues with a well deliv-

ered ball that accounted for almost all the pins on the alley. Two 

leagues have been formed, number one including A. Co., B. 

Co., Brass Band, Machine Gun Section, and Signallers; number 

2 including the Headquarters Orderly Room, the Pay Office, the 

Stretcher Bearers, and the Bugle Band. Excepting this week 

when two matches a night are being played, there will be a 

match every night excepting Saturdays for the next five weeks.” 

March 30, 1916: “Yesterday afternoon the fine band connected 

with the 155th Battalion, were out on parade and serenaded one 

of their members, Mr. Garnet Dobbs, who has been confined to 

the house for some days by illness. The music furnished by the 

band was enjoyed by all who heard it.” 

April 1, 1916: “Belleville Branch of Canadian Patriotic Fund. 

During the month of March the local list of beneficiaries includ-

ed 294, children of soldiers (or young brothers or sisters wholly 

dependent on soldiers); 37, mothers of soldiers, either widows 

or whose husbands were unable to work. Contributions during 

the month amounted to $286.25 and the 171 cheques mailed to 

soldiers families during the same period amounted to $2953.14. 

…  The response to the Committee’s appeal to subscribers to 

pay up the amounts promised to be paid in last year has not been 

as general as might have been expected. When it is known that 

this delay is seriously embarrassing the management in their 

efforts, it is trusted that those who have not made the payments 

promised will do so at once.” 

April 6, 1916: “No one has more friends round the barracks than 

‘Paddy’ the 80th Battalion dog. He is devoted to anyone in khaki 

and knows the calls just as well as the men do. He attends all 

parades, mounts guard, and is always on hand when first post 

sounds at night, taking his place in the most comfortable corner 

of the guard room or the orderly room. A week ago a large lump 

developed on his neck. While it did not seem serious Paddy was 

not as lively as usual. Everyone noticed it and it was decided 

that Paddy should see a doctor. Accordingly he was taken to Dr. 

Ackrill the veterinary by the Y.M.C.A. man. He decided in a 

jiffy just what was to be done and did it and Paddy chased away 

evidently much relieved and showing his appreciation in the 

best way he could. The men wish to acknowledge Dr. Ackrill’s 

kindness. What he did seemed simple enough but without it we 

might have had no more Paddy. Dr. Ackrill said that as Paddy 

had ‘enlisted’ there would be no charge.” 

April 8, 1916: “There is such a demand for well trained women 

in the offices of business houses, manufacturing establishments, 

Government departments and banks that no intelligent, earnest 

woman or girl need now be unemployed. The Ontario Business 

College is constantly receiving applications by telegram, tele-

phone and letter from near and far and is placing its students as 

fast as they graduate. We strongly recommend immediate prepa-

ration. J.W. Johnson, F.C.A., Principal.” 

April 10, 1916: “Production and Thrift. The Call of Empire 

Comes Again in 1916 to Canadian Farmers, Dairymen, Fruit 

Growers, Gardeners. …  We must feed ourselves, feed our sol-

diers, and help feed the Allies. The need is greater in 1916 than 

it was in 1915. …  ‘The Agricultural War Book for 1916’ is 

now in the press.” 

April 15, 1916: “Ottawa. Heroic and effective work by the Ca-

nadians in resisting determined attacks by the Germans at St. 

Eloi last week is detailed at length in ‘Eyewitness’ commu-

nique, received this morning.” 

April 18, 1916: “Should anyone have any question as to the 

sympathy of the Cannifton community with the cause of the 

Allies in the present war, such an one should have been at the 

Town Hall in Cannifton on Saturday evening last. …  It became 

whispered about that seven of the village’s young men were 

about to leave in the service of the Empire. …  Mrs. Mason pre-

sented to each of the young soldiers a signet ring of gold, the 

gift of the community, in recognition of their heroism in enter-

ing the ranks in defence of liberty.” 

April 22, 1916: “An event which has for some time been looked 

forward to with interest took place on Thursday afternoon. It 

was the consecration and presentation of colors to the 80th Bat-

talion, C.E.F., which will shortly leave Belleville for overseas. 

The colors were the gift of the Ketcheson family of Hastings 

County. …  last fall two companies, namely A. and B., were 

transferred to Belleville, whilst C. Company has since been sta-

tioned at Napanee and D. Company at Picton. On Wednesday 

the last two mentioned companies arrived here, making a full 

battalion of 1100 men taking part in the memorable occasion. …  

The ceremony took place on the parade ground in front of the 

Armouries. About the outside of the grounds were thousands of 

interested spectators from the city and county. …  Miss Nettie 

Ketcheson, daughter of Mayor Ketcheson, of this city, then read 

the following address: To Lt.-Col. W.G. Ketcheson, Officers, 

Non-Commissioned Officers and men of the 80th Battalion, Ca-

nadian Expeditionary Force: I am greatly privileged as the 

daughter of the Mayor of Belleville to represent my kith and kin 

of the Ketcheson family from far and near, in presenting to you, 

gallant comrades in arms of the 80th Overseas Battalion, these 

Colours, the gift of the kindred of your Commanding Officer. …  

We commit the Colours to your soldier keeping as a sacred 

trust. Guard them well. You will, we know, bring them back to 

Belleville without a stain of dishonour. …  Major Watson called 

for three cheers for the Ketcheson family, which were heartily 

given by the members of the battalion. Major Watson: ‘Are we 

downhearted?’ The response was a loud emphatic ‘NO.’ The 

proceedings closed by the band rendering the National An-

them.” 

April 24, 1916: “A memorial service, very impressive in its na-

ture, was held in Bridge street Methodist church, in this city, 

yesterday morning, for the late Sergt. Signaller Horace Eugene 

Yeomans, who a few days ago ‘somewhere in France’ sacrificed 
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his young life in defence of King and country. It was a service 

that will linger long in the memory of the hundreds of citizens 

who were able to gather within the sacred precincts. The inter-

est in the service was added to by the fact that the 80th Battal-

ion, which will shortly leave for overseas, was present in a 

body, under command of Lt.-Col. Ketcheson. …  ‘Pat,’ as he 

was familiarly known in the city, was a teacher of a boys’ class 

in Bridge street church Sunday School, and was also active in 

Y.M.C.A. work, the Boy Scouts and in sports. He was in every 

sense of the word a young gentleman. …  when it was learned 

that the 34th Battery would leave this city for overseas services 

he was at once selected, and with a younger brother, ‘Ted,’ 

went forth to do his bit. …  When he consulted his father about 

the matter he said, in his true and brave spirit, ‘If I do not go, 

who will go?’ …  There is a game to play in life, and Horace 

played it well. …  ‘Somewhere in France’ Horace rests; for 

such lads as he cannot die; their memories go on and on.”   

 

Hastings County Historical Society 
Minutes of   

Annual General Meeting  
 

Tuesday,  January 19, 2016 - Maranatha – 7.30 p.m. 
 

Directors present:   R. Hughes, G. Harrison, W. Hunt, J. 

Kennelly, W. Kennedy, J. Lowry, ML Morgan, D. Sule, 

V. Whalen. 

Committee Chairs & Ex-officio Present: D. Fano, O. 

French, E. Mitchell, G. Boyce, A. Hill, 

 

Opening: Chair, Dick Hughes, called the meeting to or-

der about 7:35 p.m and explained to all present that before 

the regular public presentation proceeded, there would be 

a brief Annual General Meeting of the Society.  Approxi-

mately 90 people were in attendance.   

 

Following the Adoption of the Minutes of the previous 

Annual Meeting (Jan. 20, 2015) on a motion by Mary-

Lynne Morgan, seconded by Doug Wilson, the President 

provided his Annual Report of the activities of the  

Society. 

 

Presentation of Annual Report - President Hughes then 

drew attention to the printed Annual Reports and the An-

nual Financial Statement, copies of which are also availa-

ble on the Society's website.  He then proceeded with the 

President's Report which described 2015 as a year of un-

precedented success in which every activity exceeded the 

Society's expectations.  He noted several major highlights 

as follows: 

• The Society completed its largest project ever 

when it turned over a cheque for $251,000. to the City of 

Belleville and County of Hastings to furnish and equip the 

new Community Archives which is in its final stages of 

completion; 

• The annual fundraising Banquet and Celebration 

of History at the end of October, featuring Steve Paikin, 

had the highest attendance of any Society banquet and 

raised more funds than any banquet in the Society's histo-

ry; 

• The membership of the Society has increased by 

100% over the last two years; 

• Due to a stellar lineup of interesting speakers, the 

attendance at monthly Public Presentations has averaged 

over 100 people since moving to the current expanded 

facilities, with over 260 at the Sir John A. Birthday Party 

in January 2015 and over 200 attending the BCI Farewell 

in November; 

• Two sold out bus tours - In Search of Sir John A. 

• The Society celebrated the 50th anniversary of the 

adoption of Canada's flag by publishing a booklet on its 

development - A Short History of Canada's Flag: How the 

Maple Leaf Trumped Beavers, Igloos and the Union Jack; 

• The Society's website has been completely re-

done, and the Society is pleased to have two new volun-

teers eager to take over as webmasters. (However, subse-

quent to the meeting the new volunteers found it neces-

sary to resign from this role citing other work responsibili-

ties.) Sincere thanks is extended to Orland French for his 

efforts in rebuilding the Society's website and adding 

many new features; 

• The proceeds from our Publications for Sale con-

tinue to grow each month both at monthly presentations, 

the Heritage Centre and online. 

 

The President noted that none of these successes have 

been possible without a dedicated Board of Directors and 

hard working volunteers.  He also noted that there are al-

ways openings for more volunteers in a variety of roles as 

he encouraged those present to get involved in a dynamic 

organization. 

 

The President then referred to the Financial Report as at 

December 31, 2015 for which there were paper copies 

available as well as the information being posted on the 

Society's website in advance of the meeting.  The Society 

is in very good financial shape, as 2015 was a very profit-

able year through bus trips, the banquet, sales of publica-

tions, increased memberships. 

 

MOTION: Moved by Stanley Jones, seconded by Mike 

Shaw, that the President's Annual Report and the Fi-

nancial Statement as at December 31, 2015 be ap-

proved as presented.  Carried. 

Adoption of Amended By-Law #1 - President, Richard 

Hughes, presented some background information on the 

need for Ontario incorporated Not-for-Profit charitable 

organizations to review their by-laws and update them in 
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and 
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Dr. Greg 

Tucker,  

Dentist        

accordance with proposed new legislation which is sup-

posed to be adopted by the Ontario government in 2016.  

He indicated that he and Director, Mary-Lynne Morgan, 

had compared the Society's 50 year old By-law with a sug-

gested format provided by the Ontario government, and 

had updated the Society's By-Law #1.  The Directors had 

reviewed this document, and it was now required that it be 

reviewed and approved by the membership.  

MOTION: Moved by Garnet Thompson, seconded by 

Orland French, that the membership approve the 

amended By-Law #1.  As a result of discussion from the 

floor and a caution by lawyer, Rod Follwell, that adopting 

such an amended by-law before the actual legislation is 

passed might leave the Society in contravention of existing 

laws, the motion was withdrawn by the mover and second-

ed, and it was decided to put the matter in abeyance and 

defer any adoption of an amended by-law until such time 

as the government of Ontario actually passes the legisla-

tion. 

 

Election of the Board of Directors: Ex-officio Past Presi-

dent, Orland French, read a slate of nominees as follows: 

Grant Harrison, Richard Hughes, James Kennelly, William 

Kennedy, Stanley Jones, Mary-Lynne Morgan, Diane Sule 

and Vern Whalen, and asked for further nominations from 

the floor.  As there were no such nominations from the 

floor, the following motion was made: MOTION: Moved 

by Bill Hunt, seconded by Mike Shaw, that the nomi-

nations be closed and the proposed slate of Directors 

elected for 2016.  Carried. 

Past-President French indicated that the Directors will 

elect the Society's officers from among their number at the 

first Board meeting which will take place in early Febru-

ary. 

Adjournment of the Annual Meeting on a motion by 

Vern Whalen. 

Ms. Erin Billings 

Expedia Cruise Ships 

Centers             

42 Dundas Street East 

Belleville, ON K8N 1B7 

Phone  613-969-0899 

http://canada411.yellowpages.ca/bus/Ontario/Belleville/Hanley-Corporation/6938618.html?what=hanley+corporation&where=Belleville%2C+ON&useContext=false
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Member Designation 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The History of the Lighthouses 

in Eastern Lake Ontario and 

the Bay of Quinte  

Speaker:  Arthur Marc Seguin 

Hear the stories of the tribulations of the sailing 

ships in Eastern Lake Ontario and the need for 

the protection of lighthouses against the turbulent 

waters. Learn about these essential aids to navi-

gation and who kept the lights burning. 

  Date: Tuesday, March 15, 2016 

Time: 7:30 p.m. 

Location: Maranatha  
100 College Street West, Belleville 

(Please use rear parking lot and back entrance and go 

to Meeting Room)  

HASTINGS COUNTY  
HISTORICAL  

DIRECTORS & OFFICERS 
 

 
 

Officers 

President         Richard Hughes 

Vice President           Vern Whalen 

Treasurer            Grant Harrison 

Secretary                       Mary-Lynne Morgan 

Directors at Large 

Stanley Jones           Bill Kennedy              

Diane Sule             Jim Kennelly 

     

Ex-officio: 

Gerry Boyce  (Historical Advisor)  

Orland French  (Past-President ) 

Amanda Hill (Acting Archivist) 

 

Sub-committees 

Bus Tours             Bill Hunt (Research)  

            Mary-Lynne Morgan (Administration)  

County Liaison                           Jim Kennelly 

Education              Bill Kennedy 

Exhibits/Events Co-ordinator    Jim Kennelly, Stanley Jones 
HCHS Website  Orland French 

Membership   Elizabeth Mitchell 

Outlook Production   Donna Fano (Co-editor) 

                                                        Laurel Bishop (Co-editor) 

Outlook Distribution  Elizabeth Mitchell  

Programs  Vern Whalen 

Public Relations (Print/Radio/TV)     Mary-Lynne Morgan 
Sale of Publications  John Lowry   

HCHS Website  www.hastingshistory.ca 

Heritage Centre Phone No.  613-962-1110 

 

Hastings County Historical Society is based at the old township office in  

Cannifton. Please address mail to 154 Cannifton Rd. North, General Delivery, 

Cannifton, ON, K0K 1K0. Outlook is published eight months of the year for 

members and friends of the Society. Submissions can be sent to  

outlook.hastingshistory@ gmail.com 
 

Hastings County 
Historical  

Society  

Presentation 

Note to Authors—By submitting material to be printed in 

the Outlook, the author confirms that he/she holds both legal 

and moral rights to the material, and grants permission to the  

Hastings County Historical Society to use this material in print 

and/or electronically. The opinions expressed in articles sub-

mitted to the Outlook are those of the author and do not neces-

sarily reflect the views of the Hastings County Historical Soci-

ety, its Board or its members. 

Due to the cancellation of the February 

meeting, there are still a few tickets avail-

able for both tours (but very few for May 

28).  Please call Mary-Lynne Morgan, 613

-961-7091 to reserve your tickets today. 

Annual Bus Tour 
Tales from the Hastings Woods... 

Exploring Centre Hastings 
Discover all the wacky and wonderful tales from pioneer 

life in 19th and early 20th century Centre Hastings 

(Thomasburg,Tweed, Actinolite, Queensboro, Hazzard's 

Corners, Madoc, Eldorado, Bannockburn, Malone and 

Deloro) as only historian Bill Hunt can relate them! 

Sat., May 28 & June 4, 2016 
Bus departs at 8:30 am from northeast parking area 

of Bayview Mall, off Bridge Street East. 

Cost $70. Includes lunch and tours 

Tickets: Call Mary-Lynne Morgan 613-961-7091 

 

tel:613-961-7091
tel:613-961-7091

