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Down a musical memory lane

■Ji!

Members and guests of the Hastings County Historical Society 
were treated to a walk down memory lane at the regular monthly 
meeting held Tuesday, February 15. Well-known local musician 
and musical historian Eugene Lang provided the pictures and 
some of the music which highlighted Belleville’s musical past.

Eugene assured those present that Belleville had always been 
a musical town, perhaps not to the extent that music flour
ishes in the year 2000, but it’s a safe bet that the ratio of mu
sicians and instruments to the numbers of inhabitants would 
probably be equal to that of today. In fact, in 1816 the Lieu
tenant Governor of Upper Canada Sir Francis Gore and 
his wife stopped in at Mrs. Simpson’s tavern; prominent 
citizens of the tiny settlement were invited to an evening 
of singing and dancing, and by 1825 or 1830, Belleville 
was fast gaining a reputation as a very musical vil- 
lage.

At that early time the most evident instruments 
would be the double bass, the viol (the first instru
ment used at Bridge Street United Church), and 
the flute. As an audio illustration to his statement, ; > 7 L;. 7  
Eugene, with the help of “disc jockey” Bill Hunt, ' * 4 /'•
played a sample of the music to which our pio- 
neer ancestors would have been listening. Sim- 
plistic and hearkening memories of the mu- <*
sic from the Ken Burns PBS Civil War spe
cial or the music indigenous to the Maritimes, it 
was soothing music, and I imagine, well-suited to the stage 
of development in that era.

Music in the educational sphere was given a boost in 1834 when 
two Scottish sisters opened a seminary for young ladies; there, in 
addition to the social graces, a musical education could be had 
for an additional £5 per year. William Hutton, Hastings County 
pioneer, also makes many references to the teaching of music to 
his daughter Anna in his letters home during the mid-1840s.

In Belleville, musical evenings tended to be the purview of the 
well-to-do; only they had homes spacious enough to host musi-

Next Meeting
Tuesday, M arch 2 1 ,2 0 0 0  

Guest Speaker  
to be announced

Refreshments at 7:30 p.m.

Meeting begins at 8 p.m.

cians and guests although as Eugene 
pointed out, at almost any gathering 
of any size there was always sure to 
be at least one fiddle player. Among 

the social crowd there was a
constant rivalry as t o ^  

who could put on
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the best show or attract the most people to a 
soiree. Some of those aforementioned “man

sions” still stand including the former J.W. 
Dunnett residence (now a funeral home) on the 

brow of the west hill at the junction of Bridge 
Street and Highland Avenue and the former 

Charles Lester Coleman house (now also a funeral 
home) on the west side of North Front Street just 

north of Earl Street.
One of the first public concerts on record is one given 

by Mr. W.H. Houghton in 1846 where, according to 
Eugene, he sang “popular songs and ballads of the day.” 

By the end of the 1840s a Mr. James Harrison was ad
vertising violins, flutes, accordions, clarinets and fifes 

for sale in his business; by the mid-1850s Harrisons was 
also selling sheet music and harmoniums. Benjamin Nut

ter, a Belleville cabinet maker, is credited with installing 
the first “church” organ in Bridge Street Church around 1852; 

slow to gain acceptance because it was considered the “dev
il’s instrument,” by the closing years of the 19th century every 

church had one. Of the citizenry, those not of the “social 400,” 
a few might have had the luxury of a piano. The advent of the 
railway brought new music to Belleville. Travellers sold these 
instruments for the tidy sum of $80 to $90. (This is in stark con
trast to the price of a concert grand piano which can cost upwards 
of $100,000 these days.)
When Eugene asked how many could remember the Griffin Opera 

House on the southwest corner of Bridge and Church Streets, few, 
if any, hands went up. He related the history of the Griffin which 
actually stood for only 50 years or so. It was built in the 1880s 
after the original Belleville Opera House, which had occupied a 
lot on the northwest comer of Pinnacle and Campbell Streets, burned 
down. The Griffin was host to numerous classical productions such 
as II Trovatoreand Carmen, featured minstrel shows and produc
tions of Uncle Tom’s Cabin and The Perils o f Pauline, hosted 
vaudeville type shows and even silent movies during the last years 
of its short life. Live shows were gradually replaced by film and 
by the late 1920s the Griffin was closed to patrons. Its final de
mise came at the hands of the wreckers in the early 1930s. Later 
the lot would be the site of a doctor’s home and office; it is now 
occupied by lawyers’ offices. (Author’s note: I’ve been told apiece 
of the Griffin lives on as the stage in the former Belleville Colle
giate Institute and Vocational School.)

Continued on page 2.
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Milk cans are featured in this photo taken 
by William Topley in the Bayside area of 
Sidney Township (now part of Quinte West).

Courtesy National Archives

Continued from page 1.
Perhaps the most famous con

tribution made to Belleville’s mu
sical past is that made by the 
Kilties. The Kilties were formed 
in 1900 by the Belleville hotel
ier Thomas P.J. Powers. In a ca
reer which spanned the opening 
decades of the 20th century, the 
Kilties became perhaps the most 
famous band of its day world
wide. They played to packed 
houses wherever they performed 
whether it was in the elegant

Albert Hall of Edwardian Eng
land or the Willow Park Grove 
in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 
USA. In London England’s 
Crystal Palace they played to 
170,000 paying customers in 
one day, while their Philadel
phia concert was witnessed by 
150,000. The Kilties’ world 
concert tour took in 20 countries 
over the course of just over two 
years, between May 24, 1908, 
and August 7, 1910. Such a 
world tour can only be consid

ered a remarkable feat when one 
takes into account the sole mode 
of travel between continents 
was by ocean liner. However, 
the most arresting feature of the 
band had to be its two drum 
majors—each stood over seven 
feet tall!

As he wound up his talk, 
Eugene touched briefly on those 
who have influenced the music 
scene in Belleville: notables 
were Beatrice Lilly who lived 
in Belleville for a time, The 

Commodores Or
chestra, Mr. 
Clifford Empson

McCormick, Stephen Choma, 
Kerry Stratton, Jimmy Corradi, 
Leona Riggs, S. Alec Gordon, 
and the names just kept coming. 
There’s little doubt that Eugene 
Lang is the most knowledgeable 
when it comes to recounting Bel
leville’s musical history. There’s 
definitely a book there some
where.

additional information/reading - 
Belleville: Friendly City, Mika 
Publishing 1973; Belleville: Por
trait o f a City, Mika Publishing 
1983 and Hutton o f  Hastings, 
Gerald E. Boyce, 1972

Who Wants to be a millionaire?
Okay, now that we have your attention, here’s a new contest and practice 
for your appearance on “Who Wants to be a millionaire?” (Thanks to the 

Cobourg and District Historical Society for suggesting the idea). 
Match the events with their years.

1615 Residents celebrate end of World War II

1784 Belleville Bulls win OHL Championship

1878 Samuel de Champlain winters in Quinte area

1894 Mackenzie Bowell becomes Canada’s fifth P.M.

1945 Hastings County Historical Society formed

1957 Belleville celebrates incorporation as a city

1999 First year of next millennium

2001 Loyalist Mohawks arrive at Tyendinaga

Mail answers to Gerry Boyce at 173 Bridge Street East, Belleville K8N 1N3 or phone 
(613) 968-5023. Entries must be received by April 1,2000. The winner (name to be 
drawn at the April meeting) will receive a book prize worth at least $10.

Ensure Outlook continues to be part of your historical 
reading. Subscribe or renew now!

Please complete this form, or a photocopy of the form if you wish to save the newsletter, and 
bring it with your payment to the Society’s next general meeting (third Tuesday of each 

month except June, July, August and December), or send it by mail to the 
Hastings County Historical Society, P.O. Box 1418, Belleville, Ontario K8N 5J1.

Name
Address
City Postal Code

MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES: 
Individual 820.00 _ Life Member $150.00
Family
Senior/Student

$25.00 Corporate Sponsor$ 50.00
$15.00 _ Women’s Institute/

Senior Family $20.00 Organization $ 20.00

I also enclose a donation of $ _____ toward the work of the Society.
The Hastings County Historical Society is a Registered Charity. Official receipts for Income 

Tax purposes will be forwarded to you with your membership card.



M ore music - Eugene Lang re
minded us of our fascinating 
musical history at the February 
meeting. He recalled the names 
of many noted musicians with 
local ties. Eugene and our read
ers will be interested in this ar
ticle from  The H astings 
Chronicle of March 25, 1868, 
explaining an interesting con
nection between local music 
and sports.

“LACROSSE WALTZES - 
by St. Geo, B. Crozier - Dedi
cated to W.H. Ponton Esq.— 
This is the name of a series of 
three or four very artistic  
Waltzes, arranged for the Piano. 
In the first Waltz there are sev
eral pleasing instrumental ef
fects in troduced, and in the 
fourth of the series the voice is 
called in to assist the melody. 
The piece is one calculated, es
pecially at the present time, 
when the game of Lacrosse has 
been adopted as a national field 
game, to become immensely 
popular; and Mr. Crozier de
serves great credit for the abil
ity with which he has hit upon 
a method of encouraging the 
taste for National Music. The 
Music was printed by the enter
prising firm  of A. & S. 
Nordheimer & Co., Toronto, and 
is for sale by all Music dealers.”

Composer Crozier was “pro
fessor of music” at Albert Uni
versity (Belleville) and Ontario 
College (Picton) and also served 
as choir leader and organist of 
St. A ndrew ’s P resbyterian 
Church (Belleville). W illiam 
Hamilton Ponton, to whom the 
waltzes were dedicated, was a 
Justice of the Peace and 
Hastings County Registrar.

Query: Does anyone know if 
copies of these waltzes survive?

Editor’s note: Is it a coinci
dence that the name o f the com
poser is also the name o f  the 
hooked sta ff carried by bishops 
as symbols o f pastoral office and 
from  which the French term la 
crosse was derived when the 
French compared the curved  
webbed stick used by Indians to 
the crozier?

Also baggataway - Lacrosse 
was becoming a popular sport 
in the late 1860s. In fact, the 
Hastings County Directory of 
1868-1869 listed only three or- 
ganized sporting groups in 
Belleville: the Ontario Skat
ing Rink and Gymnasium (east 
side of George Street between 
Queen Street and Hotel Street), 
the Belleville Curling Club, 
and the Lacrosse Club (estab
lished in 1867).
Winners! - Onnolee Boyce of 
Etobicoke (my daughter-in- 
law) was the winner of the 
poster draw at the February 
meeting. She identified the 
1846 invention shown in the 
last Outlook as a vegetable 
washer; specifically, it was a 
potato washer.

Second place went to Mary 
Boyce of Belleville (also my 
daughter-in-law). Past presi
dent Carson Cross conducted 
the draw.
Another winner - Katherine 
Mills of Belleville has discov
ered the error on page 156 of 
C harlo tte G ray’s excellent 
book Sisters in the Wilderness: 
The Lives o f  Susanna Moodie 
and Catharine Parr Traill. The 
picture shows St. Andrew’s 
P resbyterian  Church in 
Belleville and not St. Thomas’ 
Anglican Church. 
P resentations - H eritage 
Belleville, a committee of City 
Council, presented four Cer
tificates of Commendation in 
connection with H eritage 
W eek. C ertificates went to 
Shawna and R ichard 
Courneyea for the restoration 
of the Richard Davis Block at 
273 Front Street, Brian Magee 
for the restoration  of the 
Riverboat House at 45 West 
Bridge Street, Mary and Rod 
Uens for the restoration of 39 
Palm er Road and Dan 
Atkinson retiring chair of Heri
tage Belleville and continuing 
chair of the Quinte Region 
Branch of the Architectural 
Conservancy of Ontario. 
W anted - A dditional 
m em ber(s) for H eritage

Belleville, the committee that 
advises council on heritage 
matters.

Applicants must be residents 
or property owners in the city. 
For further information con
tact chair Brian Miller at 962- 
0804.
Of note - February was Black 
H istory M onth. It was ob
served at Loyalist College and 
Bill Hunt of The Intelligencer 
wrote an article on Belleville- 
born Alexander Milton Ross,

Alexander Milton Ross

a prominent abolitionist and 
secret agent during the Ameri
can Civil War.

Black history—including the 
career of Ross— would be an 
appropriate topic for our meet
ing in February 2001.

Meanwhile, if you wish to 
learn more about Ross, consult 
Volume 12 of the Dictionary 
o f  Canadian Biography.
IDs provided - Thanks to Paul 
Lit, Plaque Programs Historian 
with the O ntario  H eritage

Foundation, for identifying all 
of the participants pictures in the 
January Outlook photo of the un
veiling ceremony in 1958 for the 
“O ntario’s First Gold M ine” 
provincial plaque at Eldorado. 
They are (left to right): Roscoe 
Robson (M PP for H astings 
East); H.C. Rickaby (Deputy 
Minister of the Department of 
Mines); E. Richardson (grand
son of the original farm owner); 
Lloyd “Bud” Price (Warden of 
Hastings County and a member 
of our Society’s executive from 
1958 to 1962); V.A. McMurray 
(program m e chairm an); and 
Mrs. J. Thompson (vice presi
dent of the Eldorado W omen’s 
Institute).
FYI - Reminders from Elizabeth 
Mitchell (Information Service 
Librarian at the Belleville Public 
Library and a past president of 
our S ociety) in The 
Intelligencer’s “Library Line” 
column:
(1) “Heritage Day has been ob
served on the third Monday in 
February every year since 
1974.” (In fact our Society has 
twice petitioned the government 
to make it an official holiday - 
similar to Presidents’ Day in the 
USA)
(2) “And what century was it in 
1900? Newspapers for January 
1900 indicate that it was still the 
nineteenth century. R eading 
through The Intelligencer micro
film, we find that Belleville did 
not celebrate the beginning of 
the twentieth century until Janu
ary 1901.”

Executive members of Belleville Centennial 78  Inc., 
responsible for planning the 100th birthday party of 
Belleville as a city, posed outside the Centennial Log 
Cabin, (l-r) George Thompson, Don Foster, Ben Corke, 
Fred Bemis, Gerry Boyce, Joe Cox, Stu Meeks, and 
Tom Baird. Note the sprouting beards



/st one

LANMORE
National Historic Site

257 Bridge Street East, 
Belleville, Ontario K8N1P4 

(613) 962-2329

This is the elegant entrance hall of Glanmore as it appeared 
in around 1885. The sumptuous appointments reflect the 
owners’ delight in entertaining. The Philips would descend 
the long suspended stairway to greet their guests. Appropos to this time of

The Friends of Glanmore National 
Historic Site are hosting a 
fund-raising Bridge Dessert 
Buffet on Wednesday, April 
12,2000 from 1:00 to 4:30 at 
the Belleville Recreation Centre. 
Diabetic selections will be available.

year is this woodcut of 
sugaring off from the early 

19 th century.
This might have been the 
scene in pioneer times as 

families worked to put 
aside enough maple sugar 

and syrup to see them 
through another year.

This picture comes to us courtesy o f the 
National Archives.

Please support the efforts of the 
Friends!

Outlook is published for the friends and members of 
the Hastings County Historical Society.

It is edited and produced by Lewis Zandbergen.
Anyone wishing to submit articles or information may contact the editor at 613- 

395-3022, or E-mail lewzan@reach.net 
Thank you to The Community Press for its assistance.
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The Deadline for the April issue is March 22,2000
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