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An Evening of Folk Music with Allan Kirby
by Sharon White

So what exactly is Ontario folk music 
anyway? Some people might think of the 
music of people like Gordon Lightfoot or 
Fred Eaglesmith or Belleville’s own Lou
ise Ford, whose Lullaby is listed this week 
on CBC’s web site as one of the current 
“Top 10” Canadian folk songs. But the

Much of Allan’s presentation was about 
the discovery of traditional music in Ontar
io. He spoke of the general importance of 
collectors like Francis Child, Cecil Sharp, 
Charles Seeger, and Canadian collectors 
Marius Barbeau, Helen Creighton, and 
especially Edith Fowke. Until the 1950s 
it was thought that traditional music in

families since before they came to Canada 
from Ireland with the Peter Robinson set
tlers in 1825.

The immigrants couldn’t bring many of 
their belongings with them, but they could 
and did bring their songs.

Allan described his own visit to Douro 
more than 50 years later to retrace Edith 
Fowke’s footsteps, and meeting the Towns 
family who still owned the general store 
where Fowke had done her original record
ings of their mother’s singing. He said that 
Edith Fowke found such a wealth of folk 
music in Peterborough County that she 
never needed to collect again. She was 
working on her 25 th book at the time of her 
death in 1994, on bawdy songs of Ontario.

Continued on page 2.
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Allan Kirby picked, sang and spoke about folk music at the Hastings County Histori
cal Society’s meeting on Tuesday, April 20. Doug Knutson photo

folk music that Allan Kirby spoke about Canada existed only in the Maritimes and 
at the Hastings County Historical Society’s Quebec. Then in 1956 Edith Fowke made 
meeting on Tuesday, April 20, was not the one of the richest discoveries of Cana- 
modern singer-songwriter variety, but the dian folk music, in Peterborough County’s 
traditional folk music of Ontario. Allan Douro Township. Allan gave a memorable 
defined “traditional music” as music that is picture of Fowke driving around Douro 
passed down orally from one generation to in her Volvo, searching out the singers of 
the next. It was the music of the ordinary old songs and recording and transcribing 
folk, an important part of family life and their music. People like Tom Brandon 
community entertainment in the days be- and Mary and William Towns of Douro 
fore television and DVDs. had learned the songs passed down in their



Edith Fowke
Edith Fulton Fowke was bom on April 30, 

1913 in Lumsden, Saskatchewan of Irish 
parents. She studied at the University of 
Saskatchewan, taking her B.A. in 1933 and 
her M.A. in 1938. In 1938 she married Frank 
Fowke. She was editor of Western Teacher 
from 1937-1944, and associate editor of 
Magazine Digest from 1945-1949. In 1957 
she began collecting songs and producing 
recordings for Folkway Records o f New 
York, as well as writing and editing books 
of folksongs and folktales. She joined the 
English Department at York University in 
1971. She was awarded her LL.D. at Brock 
University in 1974, and her D. Litt at Trent 
in 1974, was made a Fellow of the Ameri
can Folklore Society in 1975, and became a 
member of the Order of Canada in 1977.

Continued from page 1.
Allan’s presentation emphasized the importance of traditional music 

as a source of historical evidence about the past; the songs give us a 
more complete picture of life in the lumber camps, the soldier’s situa
tion, or general social conditions of the time. Some of the traditional 
music survived here more or less intact, as it had been sung in the im
migrants’ home countries for generations before. Other music was 
written with a specifically Canadian context, like Un Canadien Errant,

Continued on page 3.
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In this photograph (taken at a recognition party for our volun
teers last summer) Society President Orland French looks on 
as (l-r) Mary McConnell, Betsy Boyce and Marion Fisher exam
ine a picture showing the site of Ontario’s first gold rush on the 
Richardson farm at Eldorado. Our sincere thanks go to all our 
Archive Angels. photo submitted

The Archive Angels 
really earn their 
wings

Members of the Quinte Arts Council received a picture of 
our “Archive Angels” in the May/June issue of Umbrella, the 
council’s newspaper. Archive Angels is the name Hastings 
County Historical Society President Orland French has given to 
the dedicated volunteers who work on our archival collections 
in the Hastings Heritage Centre in downtown Cannifton. The 
volunteers hosted an Open House on May 3 and displayed some 
of our Treasures. Effective May 3, the Hastings Heritage Centre 
is open every Monday from 1 to 4 p.m. (except holidays) until 
the end of September.

Another team of Archive Angels can be found most Tuesday 
afternoons in our Picture Archives on the second floor of Glan- 
more National Historic Site. For some 15 years, Picture Archi
vist Betsy Boyce has directed the cataloguing of our collection 
of some 10,000 pictures. In addition to cataloguing duties, 
Betsy and her team have helped journalists, authors, and film 
and television producers to find illustrative materials. Credits 
for the recent CBC program Sisters in the Wilderness included a 
thank you for Betsy’s assistance.

Continued from page 2. 
sung by exiles from the Papineau and 
MacKenzie rebellions of 1837-1838. Al
lan read words from another song that 
showed a different point of view, with the 
British soldiers extolling their own brave 
actions during what really was a minor 
skirmish with a group of invaders in 1838.

Another interesting aspect of Canadian 
traditional folk music is the fact that its 
collection (and hence our knowledge of it) 
was largely supported by American fund
ing. It was the Smithsonian Institute that 
sponsored much of the music collecting 
here, and the University of Texas at Austin

that published Edith Fowke’s Lumbering 
Songs from the Northern Woods. Many 
of Fowke’s recordings are available to 
us through the Smithsonian’s Folkways 
label.

Allan highlighted his presentation by 
singing some of the songs for us and play
ing on his guitar and banjo. One poignant 
ballad from the Bobcaygeon area told 
the story of a young boy killed in a log 
drive. Other tunes he played included his 
favourite Child ballad The Gypsy Davy 
and When You and I Were Young Maggie, 
written in Ancaster, Ontario.

Allan’s musical interests and talents have

come to him through his own family: his 
great-grandfather was a Perth County 
farmer who played the fiddle at local gath
erings, sometimes accompanied by Allan’s 
grandmother on the piano. Allan currently 
teaches technical writing at Loyalist Col
lege. A graduate of Queen’s University 
in Music History, he has worked in music 
as a teacher, performer, broadcaster and 
writer. He is now working on a PhD thesis 
at Carleton University, focusing on tradi
tional music in central Canada.

Michael Shaw, who also teaches at Loy
alist, thanked Allan for his interesting and 
entertaining presentation.

In Memory of Dr. Dunam Paul Foster
October 21,1924- April 12, 2004

Note: The following tribute to Dr. Paul Fos
ter was prepared by Gerry Boyce and read 
at the general meeting Tuesday, April 20.

Paul Foster will be missed.
He will be missed by his wife, Lois, his 

children and his extended family.
He will be missed by his many clients 

whose large animals he looked after and 
who knew him to be a knowledgeable, car
ing and compassionate veterinary.

He will be missed by his wide circle of 
friends both in and beyond the Masonic 
Order, throughout the Belleville, Tweed, 
Mazinaw and Prince Edward areas.

He will be remembered as a gentleman.

with all the positive qualities that term 
implies.

He will be remembered for his wise 
counsel and quiet sense of humour.

He will be remembered as a member 
and strong supporter of our society for a 
quarter of a century—and as a supported 
of other heritage groups such as the Quinte 
Branch of the Architectural Conservancy 
of Ontario.

He will be remembered as the author of 
the Bicentennial History of Moira Lodge 
Number 11, founded by local Masons in 
1801.

He will be remembered as one of our 
members who helped catalogue historic

documents of hastings County govern
ment stored in the attic of the former Gaol 
Governor’s Residence on the Court House 
Property—enduring the heat of summer 
and the cool of winter to save many impor
tant documents from the shredder.

He will be remembered for his tireless 
support of Lois, in her efforts on behalf 
of local heritage over more than 25 years. 
We celebrate Paul’s memory and contribu
tions and extend sincere sympathy to Lois 
and her family.

The members and friends of the Hast
ings County Historical Society extend 
their sincere sympathies to Lois Foster and 
Family.



Summer Fun at the 
Museum!
This summer Glanmore National Historic 
Site (257 Bridge Street East, Belleville) 
will be hosting a variety of activities for 
both the young and young at heart!

Tour Glanmore on alternate Wednes
day afternoons from 1:30 to 3:30 
p.m. and join our demonstrators 
for some old-fashioned fun. Reg
ular museum admission applies. 
Call (613) 962-2329 
for details.
Wednesday, July 7 

- Victorian Garden 
Games - Try stilts, /  
croquet, graces 

and more! ( [
Wednesday, July 21 - Art V
Explorations Discover Victorian 
seed, hair and wool art!

Wednesday, August 4 
- Homemade Ice Cream 

- Help us make (and 
eat!) homemade ice 

cream.
Wednesday, August 18 
- Butter Making - Make 
plain and herbed butter in 
an old-fashioned churn! 
Don’t miss it.

Ice Cream  Freezer

Dash Churn

Paddle Churn

LANMORE
National Historic Site

257 Bridge Street East, 
Belleville, Ontario K8N1P4 

(613) 962-2329

International Museums Day 
Open House

Discover Curiosities from the Museum Collec
tion Support Belleville’s community museum 
by visiting Glanmore during May is Museum 
Month. Glanmore will be celebrating Inter
national Museums Day, Tuesday, May 18th,
2004 with an open house from 1 p.m. until 4:30 
p.m. Explore the museum’s exhibits to discover 
unique and unusual curiosities and oddities from 
Glanmore’s collections. Light refreshments will 
be provided. Contact Glanmore for more infor
mation (613) 962-2329.

May is Museum Month!
Museums contribute to the economic and social vitality of 
our cities. Ontario’s heritage sector (museums and public 
art galleries) contribute $480-million to the province’s 
Gross Domestic Product. There are 18 million annual 
visits to museums or heritage sites in Ontario each year. 
More than 100,000 school groups visit Ontario museums 
each year. There are 13,500 volunteers at work in Ontario 
Museums. More than 14,000 jobs are generated by the 
museum sector.

(Information provided by the Ontario Museum Association.)

Hastings County Historical Society is based at the old township office in Cannifton. 
Please address mail to General Delivery, Cannifton, Ontario K 0K 1K0 
Outlook is published in January, February, March, April, May, September, 

October and November for the friends and members of 
the Hastings County Historical Society.

It is edited and produced by Lewis Zandbergen.
Anyone wishing to submit articles or information may contact the editor at 

613-395-3022, or E-mail lewzan@ reach.net 
Thank you to The Community Press fa  its assistance.

PLEASE NOTE!

The Deadline for the September 2004 issue is August 20,2004
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