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Ian Bowering speaks
Here’s a man who knows his beer
by Lewis Zandbergen

Ian Bowering has a passion—  
beer. He doesn’t just drink beer, 
he has researched the history of 
beer m aking in the province, 
writes passionately about the sub
ject and loves to talk about it to 
special in terest groups. And 
though he admits to several fail
ures, he has also tried his hand at 
making beer— the pioneer way; 
he says it was awful stuff. Because 
no two pioneer brewers used the 
amounts of ingredients, he had no 
recipe to follow.

Ian Bowering was the special 
guest speaker at the Tuesday, May 
19, regular monthly meeting of 
the Hastings County Historical 
Society. He kept his audience in
trigued throughout the meeting 
with his humour and his animated 
delivery; he was a joy to listen to.

Although the subject of drink 
and the part it played in the so
cial history of Ontario is rarely, 
if ever, taught in the province’s 
schools, Ian Bowering says the 
beverage of choice for most set
tlers, including the Loyalists, the 
G erm an, French, English and 
even the Pilgrims who landed at 
Plymouth in 1620 was beer. It 
wasn’t that they were drinkers by
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nature but they had learned that 
beer was safer to drink than wa
ter in most places. (Bowering 
also says that contrary to the al
most beatific image of the Pil
grims as strict teetotallers, their 
landing at Plymouth was a ne
cessity— they were out o f beer 
and needed to find a place where 
they could brew up a 
fresh batch.)

Breweries also served 
another important pur
pose and another which 
students aren’t taught in 
grade school history—  
it enabled farm ers to 
grow crops which could 
be sold to provide ready 
cash; brewing was also 
a w inter occupation 
w hich gave p ioneer 
farm ers som ething to 
busy them selves with 
during those long 
stormy Canadian win
ters. Getting back to the 
Pilgrims for a minute, 
Bowering says that a perusal of 
the Mayflower's passenger list 
showed there were m any 
Brewsters, both in name and 
avocation, onboard. (Brewsters 
were wom en while brew ers 
were men. Until the 1500s brew
ing beer was almost totally per
formed by women.)

Beer has been a Canadian bev
erage since before the Europe
ans made their presence felt on 
the North American continent. 
The natives brewed a concoc
tion from spruce essence which 
is what saved the lives, thanks 
to the beer’s vitamin C content, 
of Jacques Cartier and his group 
that first winter they spent in 
Canada back in the 1500s. What 
did that spruce beer taste like? 
Bowering said one version was

made by placing a ball of dough 
in a solution of spruce liquid. 
The “dough beer” which re
sulted was not at all appetizing.

There were many digressions 
between the various brewers’ 
products during the early settle
ment of Canada mainly because 
of the lack of accurate measure

ments and the pioneer’s habit of 
using a pinch of this and a hand
ful of that. Once a more exact 
method of measuring ingredi
ents cam e along around the 
dawn of the 19th century, the fla
vour and quality of beer rose 
sharply.

Mr. Bowering went on to de
tail the establishment of brew
eries in the province. He touched 
on the famous early brewers of 
beer in this area including 
Margaret Simpson, who in all 
likelihood was brewing beer for 
her hotel patrons on the corner 
of Belleville’s Front Street and 
Dundas Street well before the 
1800s. However, the distinction 
of establishing the first brewery 
in the area goes to the Finkle 
brewery and tavern which was

established around 1784 in Bath.
Garrison towns like Kingston, 

Cornwall and Toronto were the 
first to set up breweries because 
of the concentrations of British 
troops. Each trooper was given six 
pints of beer per day, so there was 
money to be made by those who 
brewed up the beer in those towns. 
Governor John Graves Simcoe, as 
a matter of fact, also favoured the 
copious consumption of the bev
erage so as to avoid the problem 
of “dram drinking republicans.” 
His feeling was that those who re
ceived their refreshment by down
ing beer would be less likely to 
fall prey to the problems associ
ated with the drinking of alcoholic 
beverages.

Mr. Bowering went on to illus
trate, through the use of slides, a 
few of the well known brewer
ies— L abatt’s, M olson,
O ’Keefe—and their part in the 
history of Ontario. Names from 
the local brewing past included 
Margaret Simpson and William 
Roy, o f B elleville, and the 
Flindalls of Trenton. He touched 
on the ups and downs of the in
dustry and provided several ex
amples of “boom and bust” cy
cles; perhaps the most famous is 
the Formosa Brewery. This estab
lishm ent was the subject o f 
B ow ering’s book Brewing in 
Formosa.

September 18 through 
the 20 are “Amazing 
Loyalist Adventure 

Days”
Travel the Loyalist 

Trail through Prince 
Edward County with 

stops at various 
historical venues.
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From the president’s desk
by Carson Cross

Last November, I read about the possible demise of the Society. 
Being a closet history buff, I decided to look into the function and 
setup of the Society. After the first meeting, I came to the conclu
sion that the Hastings County Historical Society was indeed a pro
fessional, friendly, and useful en
tity, for its members. I also saw 
the benefit to the community and 
future generations that it served.

A lot of times we take for granted 
many good things in our lives. By 
contributing some time to the So
ciety, I have grown as a person 
from my exposure to it. I have 
learned a lot about the history of 
my community, understand more 
how history  has affected the 
present, and have grown to appre
ciate more the area I live in. I never 
expected to get so much out of the 
Society.

We hired a sum m er student, 
through a federal summer grant, 
and the dedicated assistance of 
G lanm ore and its professional 
curator, Rona Rustige.

At our September general meet
ing, a catalogue of the archival work done on all of our local area 
historic maps, will be available for members to look at. Not only 
are the maps now thoroughly sorted, but they are properly stored, 
in a neutral environment. They will now be readily available for 
reference. I also got to experience the close relationship the Soci
ety and Glanmore have always had thanks to the previous work of 
other members.

I am proud to announce, that we now have a Web page, on the 
Internet. This will make us more available for the community. 
Please visit it, at: http:\\www.quinte.net\qac\members\hchs.html. 
This was provided at no charge, thanks to the Quinte Arts Council.

Also, during my travels for the Society, I have met other fantas
tic supporters, of the work we do. I commend Brent Blatherwick, 
of Co-Operators Insurance. Not only did he manage to lower our

Long-time society member and 
director Bill Hunt was given an 
award recognizing his tireless 
efforts on behalf of the Hastings 
County Historical Society. Con
gratulations Bill and enjoy your 
“retirement.”

insurance premiums, he believed in the Society and became a cor
porate sponsor. Mark Pelton, the manager of Cashway, was also 
instrumental in the preservation of the map collection, as he sold 
us some materials at cost and apologized for not being able to do 
more. These types of individuals inspire me, through their support.

Speaking of inspiration, I wish to advise you of the wonderful di
rectors you have this year. We have learned together as a team, and 
all directors are quality people. They put together an excellent se
lection of speakers; ensure the continuity of meetings, availability 
of reference materials, promotion of the Society; and efficiently proc
ess paperwork needed to ensure our existence. I also enjoy the fact 
that they all seem to reflect the diversity of Hastings County as they 
are from different areas and historical perspectives.

O f course, I saved the best for last. The best thing I’ve experi
enced with the Society, is the members. You are all part o f recent, 
and not so recent, history. We have a common interest, and I have 
not seen such a hardworking, caring, and professional group of people. 
This goes from people who run the picture archives, to members in 
the United States who keep in 
touch, to members who just at
tend the meetings and are part of 
our group.

This gets back to my point, that 
we have too much in this Society, 
to take for granted. I think the Hast
ings County Historical Society is 
a refuge from modem hustle and 
bustle. We can sit back, relax, enjoy 
our meetings, and be neighbourly.
Yes, this is a thank you message, 
to all those involved. But it is also 
a notice, that your ideas, input, and 
participation, are all essential in the 
improvement and function of the 
Society.

This Society has the honour of 
helping to bring our proud, local 
history, into the next millennium!
I look forward to seeing you in Sep
tember, and hope you all had a ter
rific summer!

The Municipality of S tir- 
ling-Rawdon Township’s 
new crest. See County 
News on page 3.

Your membership keeps our Society going. New members are also welcome. Please complete this form and 
bring it with your payment to the Society’s next general meeting, or send it by mail to the Hastings County 
Historical Society, P.O. Box 1418, Belleville, Ontario K8N 5J1.

Name
Address
City Postal Code

MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES:
Individual Si 5.00 Life Member $150.00
Family $20.00 Corporate Sponsor $50.00
Senior/Student $10.00 Women’s Institute/
Senior Family $15.00 Organization $15.00

I also enclose a donation of $ toward the work of the Society.
The Hastings County Historical Society is a Registered Charity. Official receipts fo r  Income Tax purposes will be

forwarded to you with your membership card.

http://www.quinte.net/qac/members/hchs.html


by Gerry Boycejj
Summer is nearly over - Autumn 
is approaching and the days are 
getting noticeably shorter. Among 
the summer highlights for Bev and 
me have been visits to several lo
cal summer theatres. There were 
three excellent performances in 
Stirling, where Caroline Smith’s in
spired leadership was evident. We 
especially enjoyed the performance 
highlighting songs and memories 
of World W arn. We also attended 
performances at the Capital Thea
tre in Port Hope (a heritage atmos
pheric theatre), the Regent Thea
tre in Picton, the Pinnacle Street 
Playhouse in Belleville (where local 
playwrights held world premieres 
for six one-act plays), and the 
Bancroft Theatre. W hile in 
Bancroft we had the opportunity to 
visit the North Hastings Heritage 
Museum and meet the enthusias
tic curator, Rob Walker. A teacher 
at Uxbridge during the school year, 
Rob is museum curator during the 
summer and writes a weekly “Mu
seum Corner” feature for The 
Bancroft Times. He presented our 
society’s archives with recently dis
covered information relating to a 
picture in the 1967 book Historic 
Hastings. Rob would be an excel
lent speaker for one of our future 
meetings. It’s great to see progress 
at the North Hastings Heritage 
Museum.
Other good news - Plans for this 
summer included further improve
ments to the Hastings County Mu
seum of Agricultural Heritage, in 
Stirling, and at the Tweed Heritage 
centre; the operation of the O’Hara 
Mill complex near Madoc (under 
the leadership of Jack Dixon); and 
plans for a Hastings and Prince 
Edward Regiment Museum in the 
northwest comer of the Belleville 
Armouries main floor (at an esti
mated cost of $250,000).
On the down side - It was distress
ing to hear that fire again has badly 
damaged the collections of the 
Orval Berry Museum in Frankford. 
The personal project of the Orval 
Berry family, the museum has an 
important collection of military and 
other artifacts. Also the fate of the 
Quinte Educational Museum and 
Archives in Bloomfield is uncer
tain, since the consolidation of the

Hastings and Prince Edward 
Counties’ public school boards led 
to a decision to close the 
Educentre in Bloomfield at the 
end of August. The Educentre 
housed the educational museum 
at no charge. Hopefully, another 
site can be found for this impor
tant collection. Perhaps it can be 
combined with the board’s ar
chives in a new setting. Also the 
fate of plans to build a tourist rail
road from trenton to Picton is up 
in the air. Some track has been laid 
near the A&P in Trenton and roll
ing stock is in place but organiz
ers are facing difficulties. 
Congratulations -Heritage 
Belleville has a new executive. 
Dan Atkinson (also chair of the 
Quinte Region Branch of the Ar
chitectural Conservancy of On
tario) is chair and Brian Miller is 
vice chair. Hazel Lloyst (one of 
our directors) is treasurer. 
Ghostly saunter - The Ghost 
Walk in Belleville (held as part 
of Two Weeks in May) was a 
great success. By actual count (my 
daughter Susie and I were the 
counters). 392 walkers crossed the 
Bridge Street bridge across the 
Moira and there were additional 
spectators at several stops. Dave 
Smith was the tour guide, John 
O’Connor served as balladeer and 
numerous actors re-enacted past 
events. A visit to Moodie Cottage 
(now the residence of Leo and 
Jackie Simpson) saw the re-en
actment of supernatural events 
from the last century. Susanna and 
Dunbar Moodie had documented 
these events in their writings. 
Debra Tosh “was” a convincing 
Susanna. Another mini-play high
lighted the Prince o f W ales’ 
highly controversial visit to 
Belleville in 1860. Channel 4 
taped and telecast the Ghost Walk. 
Unfortunately, there was no post
print coverage of the walk. Tour 
organizers have already held a 
planning meeting for the 1999 
Ghost Walk and the public will 
be invited to submit suggestions. 
Items armorial - Amalgamations 
have led to new crests and armo
rial bearings for some county mu
nicipalities. For example, the crest 
of the new community of Stirling-

Rawdon features reminders of 
Rawdon’s pioneer fanning roots 
by depicting a sheaf of wheat and 
a plough. A covered bridge fig
ures prominently in the identity 
and promotion of the former vil
lage of Stirling. Other symbols are 
taken from the community’s Ca
nadian and English heritage and 
include three points from the 
shield of Francis Rawdon, Mar
quess of Hastings.
Deja vu - Consider the message 
in this quotation in Barney 
M oorhouse’s Times Traveller 
feature in The Bancroft Times. It’s 
from that paper in the spring of 
1911: “School opened again on 
Monday with a full staff of teach
ers. Mr. Hamilton of Toronto is 
the new principal, Miss 
MacDonald of Trenton is look
ing after the primary room and 
Miss Fusee is again in charge of 
the interm ediate department. 
Here’s hoping they will stay on 
the job for at least a year.”

Old Young photos - Sorting con
tinues on the Arthur Young fam
ily collection of photographs. The 
collection consists of more than 
1,000 pictures and a 95-page pre
liminary inventory has been pre
pared. Two of our readers re
sponded to Outlook’s appeal for 
information on the Young family 
and are being interviewed.

Sympathy is extended to the 
fam ily  and frien d s o f 
W anda Sine. A resident of 
the Quinte L iving Centre 
for many years, Wanda was 
a faithful m em ber o f our 
Society and was a student 
(and major contributor) to 
my local history class and 
other classes at the centre. 
She will be much missed for 
her w isdom , pen e tra tin g  
questions and sense of hu
mour.
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Annual Museum  
Auxiliary Book Sale! 

October 7, $, 9, 
Bay View M all

We are accepting 
donations of books 

until the time of the 
sale.

Glanmore into the  
year 2000

Thanks to a generous donation from 
NORTEL, the museum now has two 
brand new Pentium Multimedia 
computer systems. Including the 
existing system, Glanmore now has 
three up-to-date computer systems. 
This will stand the museum in good 
stead for many years to come

The School XMVs 
£dvC#t/en Vrogram

Starting September 29, visiting school children will 
experience 19th century student life in a recreated 
classroom. Teachers interested in booking a tour should call 
Christine at 962-2329.

Museum hours 
as of September 
1 will be 1 to 
4:30 p.m. Tues
days through 
Sundays.Recent 

acquisitions
This summer saw a large 

number of donations enter the 
museum. Among some of the 

items that have been processed 
are Oronhyatekha’s (Dr. Peter 

Martin) ceremonial powder 
horn and a signed and framed 

Manly MacDonald etching.

(3 Special th a n k s
The museum would like to  extend 

thanks to  the P a rro tt Foundation 
and the  Leona Riggs E sta te  fo r the ir  

generous donations th is  summer.
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