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The Hastings County Historical Society

Life aboard a cruiser

Tuesday, 
April 18, 

1995
Auditorium of the 

Quinte Living 
Centre, 370 Front 
Street, Belleville

7:30 Coffee 
8:00 Meeting

Guest
Speaker

Don
Tyerman

N atural H eritage 
C o-ordinator

Presqu’ile Park

Topic

Presqu’ile: From the 
Speedy and Guy 
Lombardo to the 
Marine Museum

Don will discuss some 
of the park’s 

fascinating history 
and will finish his talk 
by highlighting plans 

for the new, highly 
innovative Marine 
Heritage Centre at 

the park.

The public and 
members are 

cordially invited

by Jean Williams
Steve Geneja, author of The 

Canadian Cruiser Uganda, was 
the guest speaker at the Hastings 
County Historical Society meet
ing on March 21, 1995.

When Bill Hunt introduced 
him he commented that Steve 
had joined the Canadian navy at 
the age of 15, having tampered 
with his birth certificate. He 
joined in 1942 and was in the 
navy for three years, being as
signed to the Uganda in 1944 as 
an anti-aircraft gunner. Follow
ing the war he returned to school 
at Belleville Collegiate and 
Vocational School and after 
holding several different posi
tions became the chief land reg
istry officer.

In beginning his presentation, 
Steve commented that he “had 
a love affair with the navy.” He 
decided to write his book as an 
historical book for Canadians 
and for the men who served on 
the Uganda. It took 10 years to 
research and 10 years to write.

In December of 1942 the 
Uganda was launched by the 
Royal Navy. At one point she 
escorted the Queen Mary when 
Sir Winston Churchill was on 
board. As the war progressed the 
Uganda supported Allied forces 
landing in Italy.

In 1943, while at Salerno, the 
ship was hit by the first version 
of a smart bomb—a 3,000-pound 
Fritz X. The bomb went through 
seven decks and it was later dis
covered that it had exploded six 
feet below the ship. It left a 30- 
foot gash and took out three en
gines. The Uganda limped to 
Malta and later Gibraltar; tem

porary repairs allowed it to 
proceed across the Atlantic to 
the Charleston Navy Yard. 
When it was once again ready 
for service in October 1943, 
the Uganda was re-commis
sioned as a Canadian cruiser.

The Canadians had little 
experience on six-inch guns. 
Most of the crew had served 
on other smaller ships on the 
north Atlantic. The ship was 
lacking in equipment such as 
radar for tracking submarines. 
The Uganda sailed from Hali
fax to Scapa where she picked 
up submarine parts for Aus
tralia. She joined the British

Pacific fleet which was operat
ing in conjunction with the 
American fleet.

Steve touched briefly on life 
aboard the cruiser where he 
would on occasion sleep beneath 
the torpedo tubes. Gambling 
was strictly prohibited but went 
on nevertheless. Reading from 
his book he gave a clear picture 
of losses sustained by the Pacific 
fleet.

As a result of government 
policy the Uganda was taken out 
of the war in the Pacific before 
the war was over. Two years 
later the Uganda became the 
Quebec.

Lumberjilis. Labour shortages during World War II resulted in 
many women entering nontraditional occupations. These women 
were spruce loggers in the Queen Charlotte Islands. The ban
danas, which were initially worn as a safety measure to keep 
long hair out of machinery, became a badge of patriotic serv
ice. Public Archives of Canada photo
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From the editor’s bookshelf by Lewis Zandbergen
• By The Labour of Their Hands: The Story of

Ontario Cheddar Cheese
written by Heather Menzies 
published by Quarry Press 
photographs, notes

One of my childhood memories 
which comes clearly to mind is 
of accompanying a farmer to a 
cheese factory for a barrel of 
whey. The pungent smell of the 
whey, the horses drawing the 
sledge and the bumpy ride from 
the Eclipse Cheese Factory (still 
standing as a private residence 
on what is now Factory Road 
between Concessions 7 and 8 in 
Sidney Township) to the farm a 
half mile away are brought into 
sharp focus whenever I get a 
whiff of buttermilk gone bad. It’s 
an unpleasant way to bring back 
a memory so “sweet.”

Another tangible but much 
more pleasant way to remind 
oneself of the large part cheese 
making had to play in Ontario’s 
history would be to pick up the 
new book by Heather Menzies 
called By The Labour o f Their 
Hands: The Story o f  Ontario 
Cheddar Cheese. Crammed with 
information about a select few of 
the hundreds of cheese factories 
which once dotted the eastern 
Ontario landscape, M enzies’ 
book is an account similarly 
wrested from childhood, a child
hood spent among cheese mak
ers and the factories. However, 
Menzies’ book merely skims the 
surface. As good an account as 
it is, Menzies could easily have 
filled a book twice its size or left 
out some of the inconsequential 
pioneer lifestyle narrative and 
replaced it with cheese-related 
history.

By The Labour o f Their Hands: 
The Story o f Ontario Cheddar 
Cheese is divided into three sec
tions: the first deals with the his
tory of the craft and the influ
ences which played a part in its 
Canadian development; the sec
ond provides an overview of the 
role cheese production played in 
establishing dairy farmers and 
the vital importance of the cheese 
maker and his skill; the third 
chronicles the slow decline of the 
individual factories as the corpo

rations came in and took over. 
Of the three sections the last 
will leave you angry and dis
illusioned; if you want to re
member the cheese industry the 
way it was, skip this chapter. 
Various local factories are 
mentioned by name including 
Eldorado, Empire, Warkworth, 
and Black River in Prince 
Edward County. Pictures of the 
“cheese clock” at Belleville and 
the loading of cheese in the 
Belleville harbour (on a ship 
named the Belleville) have been 
included, giving this a book a

local flavour (pardon the pun).
M enzies’ book rolls right 

along but spelling mistakes to 
mar otherwise smooth reading. 
An error in dates in the Pro
logue on page 14 should have 
been a warning of mistakes to 
come but I put it down to a 
proofreader’s oversight. (Those 
of us who practise this art are 
only human after all.) The line 
reads:"... 19-year-old Walter 
Riddell... left his home in the 
Dumfries district of Southwest
ern Scotland in the spring of

1933.” I have a feeling it should 
have been 1833 and I have no 
idea why the geographical ad
jective was capitalized; south
western Scotland isn’t a politi
cal entity. Especially jarring, 
however, was the improper use 
of the homonyms principal/ 
principle.

Equally disconcerting is the 
author’s use of the word emi
grant. Although its use in some 
instances is historically correct, 
most of the settlers were immi
grants. The distinction is one 
which should be preserved; to

quote the Globe and Mail Style- 
book: " ... whether they are 
described as emigrating or im
migrating depends on whether 
the view is from the country of 
departure or the destination.” 
People who settled in Canada 
were immigrants.

As well, a couple of Menzies’ 
geographical boundaries are 
just a few hundred yards off in 
one instance and many miles 
off in another. Neither the ham
let of Hoards Station nor the vil
lage of Warkworth are in Hast

ings County (they’re both in 
Northumberland County) nor 
does Hoards Station have a 
cenotaph. This is perhaps where 
my interest in the book flagged 
to a degree. While several of the 
other facts presented in the book 
can be easily verified because 
I have personal knowledge of 
the factories and their locations, 
others can not be so readily 
cleared up. The inherent dan
ger in this kind of work is that 
it casts a shadow of doubt on 
the veracity of the remainder of 
the information.

Similarly, I’m not particularly 
impressed with the layout of the 
book. The columns on some 
pages aren’t level at the top and 
bottom or even across the line 
of type for that matter. From 
what I know of the printing in
dustry, the author does get to go 
over the galleys and point out 
these kinds of inconsistencies 
so they can be rectified before 
5,000 more editions are run off.
And as informative as the book 

is, there is no index! In a book 
which encompasses almost 100 
years of cheese making history 
and jogs from one side of east
ern Ontario to the other, an in
dex and perhaps even a few 
maps would have been appre
ciated. In all the book gives the 
impression it was hastily writ
ten and hastily put together. As 
borne out by previous publica
tions, Quarry Press has high 
standards of excellence but this 
book has for some reason come 
through the system not quite 
equal to the ideal.

Regardless of all these incon
sistencies, factual errors and 
grammatical faux pas, By The 
Labour o f Their Hands: The 
Story o f Ontario Cheddar 
Cheese is informative, easy to 
read and provides some insight 
into an industry which, although 
it lasted only about 100 years, 
had a significant impact on 
country life in Ontario. Menzies 
should be persuaded to continue 
the work in greater detail in a 
second volume.

The Dutch cheese clock in Bellevile was only recently removed 
from service. Photo from the book By the Labour of Their Hands
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The Hasty P’s are celebrat

ing their 75 anniversary in fine 
style. Recent events included 
birthday cakes at Legion 
branches in Belleville, Trenton 
and Picton. The Regimental 
Museum Committee and staff 
(under Museum Manager 
Kathy Karkut) are playing key 
roles. Kathy, Kevin Rogers, and 
Dianne Royle (aided by Neil 
Smith and others) have been 
working to catalogue, clean and 
arrange the museum’s artifacts. 
Information on future museum 
events is available at 962-0855.

The current Plough Jockey, 
‘The Regiment Journal” of the 
Hasty P’s, is fdled with stories 
of historic and current activi
ties of this famous regiment. 
For example, Mayor Robert 
Bradford writes on “Our 
Militia Heritage: The 
Coming of the Volun
teer” and the late Angus 
Mowat (Farley’s father) 
reflects on ‘The Bright
est Star”. Do you know 
what this star is? (The 
answer is at the end of 
this article.)

The next issue of 
Plough Jockey will be a 
souvenir edition com
memorating the 50th 
anniversary of the regi
m ent’s return from 
W orld War II. The 
deadline for articles and 
pictures is May 15, im
mediately after the 
Hasty P’s return from 
their return-to-Holland 
to participate in the 50 
Anniversary Celebra
tions of the Liberation of the 
Netherlands.

“Victory in Europe” is a 
regular feature in The 
Intelligencer. It looks at World 
War II; for example (March 20) 
the stories of the HMCS 
Belleville and the HMCS 
Trentonian, two corvettes 
whose names recognized fund 
raising by local citizens.

Ruth Howard reports that the 
Quinte Writers Guild and The 
Quinte Veterans’ Association 
Inc. have teamed up to launch 
a week of “Canada Remem
bers” events at the Quinte Vet
erans’ Association Memorial 
Community Centre on 
Elmwood Drive, east of 
Belleville. At 1:00 p.m. on 
Sunday, April 30, the Guild will 
launch its book Dare We For
get, featuring stories about 
those who were there. An au
tograph session, entertainment, 
and buffet fish dinner follow.

Congratulations to Lennox 
and Addington County Coun
cil on the restoration and expan
sion of the Court House and 
County Building at Napanee.

John Forinwas the architect of the Napanee 
Court House and County Building. Fortin’s other 
projects included Belleville City Hall and many 
other local architectural treasures.

tours of the building with its 
below-ground cells and the 
smell of boiled cabbage. A few 
original Court House benches 
can be found (and sat upon) in 
the basement of Glanmore.

The 9-1-1 emergency serv
ice is coming to Quinte, but not 
without controversy. One issue 
is the renaming of streets. 
Hillier resident Peggy Burris 
objects to plans to change 
Burris to Palmer Road simply 
because Burr and Burris Road 
sound alike. Peggy regrets the 
change would remove a fam
ily name “that has contributed 
to church, school, politics, 
farming, etc. for over 90 years 
and still maintains third- and 
fourth-generation farms on its 
two-mile stretch.” Hopefully, 
heritage names can be pre
served. Are there similar exam
ples in Hastings?

The Landmark Railway Sta
tion at Bancroft is to be rebuilt, 
maintaining as much of its his

toric flavour as possi
ble. The 1899 station 
was badly damaged by 
fire on January 28/29.

Other heritage build
ing projects to watch 
include the old Trenton 
Town Hall and Police 
Station, the Tweed Her
itage Centre, the Old 
Stone Building on Bel
leville’s Station Street, 
and the Connor House 
at 140 Pinnacle Street 
(opposite the Corby 
Public Library). I ’ll 
have more about the 
Connor House next 
month. Meanwhile, 
share your thoughts on 
other heritage projects 
by calling me at (613) 
968-5023.

Original architect John Forin of 
Belleville would have been 
proud of the project. Several of 
our members attended the Ar
chitectural Conservancy of 
Ontario Tour on March 19. 
More than one lamented loudly 
that Hastings County’s 1839 
Court House had been demol
ished 35 years ago. Some of us 
remember the crusade to save 
our Court House and the guided

The bateau building project 
is an exciting venture spear
headed by Peter Ferri as part of 
the Quinte Arts Council Two 
Weeks in May festival. To be 
constructed of B.C. fir from a 
demolished building at Corby 
Distilleries (Corby ville), it will 
be named, appropriately, The 
Spirit o f Quinte.

The pictographs at Bon Echo 
Rock on Lake Mazinaw continue 
to be studied. Sophisticated la
ser survey equipment was used 
to develop a resource inventory. 
A dozen previously unidentified 
rock paintings were recorded, 
bringing the total to about 260. 
Jennifer Heffernan highlighted 
the work in The Tweed News, 
March 15.

Anniversaries include the 
Tweed branch of the Bank of 
Montreal, established in March, 
1895. Happy Birthday!

Doug Knutson continues to 
refine his 50-minute video 
Founding Father, the story of 
John Meyers, founder of 
Belleville. He seeks financial 
assistance with the postproduc
tion side to prepare it for broad
cast format. (The Intelligencer, 
March 20).

Lewis Zandbergen is the author 
of Tragedy on the Farm, a her
itage feature in the March/April 
edition of Umbrella, the publi
cation of the Quinte Arts Coun
cil. It tells the tragic story of 
Owen Reed’s steam engine ex
ploding in front of George 
Caldwell’s barn on Concession 
VII, Thurlow Township, on Sep
tember 23,1881. The blast killed 
steamer operators Anson 
Thrasher, William Malcolm and 
Andrew Lloyd, as well as 11- 
year-old Eveline Viola Caldwell, 
who had been playing nearby. An 
investigation recommended 
stricter government rules for 
boilers and their use in “modern 
farms.”
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Sympathy is 
extended to family 

and friends of 
Elizabeth Margaret 

(Beth) Purdy of 
Belleville, who died 
March 23. Beth was 
a longtime supporter 

of the Hastings 
County Museum and 

our society.



Your County 
Museum

257 Bridge S treet East, Belleville, Ontario, K8N 1P4 (613) 962-2329

New Board 
Member Appointed
The Hastings County Museum 

Board of Management is 
pleased to announce that Mr. 
James Quinn of Belleville has 
been appointed to the board as 
Member-at-Large. Mr. Quinn 
has an extensive background in 
antiques and community in
volvement. The Board of Man
agement, curator, staff and 
volunteers of the Hastings 
County Museum extend a sin
cere welcome to Mr. Quinn.

Textile Conservation Workshop
May 14

10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. or 1:30 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Using the same methods practised by museum personnel, par

ticipants will learn a variety of methods for preserving all types 
of textiles. Bring along your historic or precious textiles for an 
evaluation and advice. Please call to pre-register 962-2329. Cost 
is $20 per participant, GST included.

Historic  decoys  
of the Quinte  

a re a
On display until September 

in the breakfast room, this 
exhibit highlights the intrigu
ing history of decoys, how 
they were used and the folk 
art that has developed around 
them. Special thanks to Steve 
Lloyd, George and Lee 
MacDonald, Royce Doxtator 
and Mr. and Mrs. Harry Ellis 
of Corbyville Collectibles 
for their assistance.

Northern Owls and Wonders o f Waterfowl
From April 19 until May 28 

come to the museum and learn 
about Ontario’s wonderful owls 
and waterfowl! These 
Royal Ontario Museum 
travelling exhibits have 
been created to raise 
awareness about these 
animals. The “Northern 
Owls” exhibit features 
11 owl specimens in 
small settings sugges
tive o f their natural 
habitats.
Each set
ting fo
cuses on
fascinating and less well- 
known aspects of owl behav
iour, biology and lifestyle. 
The “Wonders of Waterfowl” 
exhibit consists of cases of On
tario waterfowl, mainly pairs of 
ducks, displayed to show male- 
female plumage, differences in 
species and features peculiar to

waterfowl.
School Programme

In conjunction with the 
“Northern Owls” and 

“Wonders of Water- 
fowl” exhibits there 
is an “I give a hoot” 
school programme 
from April 25 to 
May 18.

The programme 
explores the lives of 
owls and waterfowl 
emphasizing the im
portance of conserv

ing the environ
ment. Students 
will participate 
in the examina

tion of owl pellets in or
der to understand feeding hab
its.
Volunteer Training
The volunteer training session 
for the “I give a hoot” school 
programme will be Thursday, 
April 20,9:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

Two Weeks in May Festival of the Arts
Presented by Northern Telecom

Come to the Hastings County Museum to enjoy the following 
Festival events:

Quinte Needlearts Guild Display and 
Demonstration

May 6 and 7 
1:00 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.

On display will be several contemporary pieces worked by the 
members of the Quinte Needlearts Guild. As well, members 
of the guild will be demonstrating their handiwork. Refresh

ments will be served. Regular admission will be charged.

Decoy Lecture and Appraisal Session
May 13

1:30 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Steven Lloyd, a leading expert on historic decoys will give a 
brief lecture on decoys followed by an appraisal session. 

Regular admission and a nominal cost for appraisals will be 
charged.

Outlook is published monthly for the Friends and 
Members of the Hastings County Historical Society

m ailing label


