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Sir John A. Macdonald 
Villain or Hero?      

By Bill Kennedy 
 

Was he villain or hero? 
That was the question 
Canadian historian and 
author John Boyko posed 
to his Historical Society 
audience at the start of 
the presentation on his 
latest book, Sir John’s 
Echo, about Canada’s 
first prime minister. 

 Sir John A. Macdonald 
was one of the most affa-
ble people you could ever 
meet. When campaigning 
in Prince Edward Coun-
ty, where he had also 
practiced law, he could, 
for example, get away 

with saying publicly that he liked the county because 
its citizens never asked for anything and they never 
got anything. Even his political foes could be dis-
armed by his charming demeanor. But when called 
upon for tough decisions, he could be as tough as 
nails. 

Often inebriated and sometimes derelict from his 
post, he was the man at the helm of Canada’s tenuous 
future following the American Civil War when that 
country’s expansionist platform was identified under 
the banner of Manifest Destiny. In 1867, the year of 
Canada’s Confederation, the Americans purchased 
Alaska from Russia, and there was strong sentiment 
in the U.S. for making the space between their new-
est state and the 49th parallel red, white and blue as 
well. Macdonald knew he had to tie east and west 
together by rail if Canada was to survive. If you had 
a railroad, he believed, you had a country. Through 
natural disasters, financial crisis and the threat by 
British Columbia to join the U.S. should Ottawa not 

follow through on its promise to lay the iron road 
over the Rockies, he got the job done. The last spike 
was driven home by Canadian Pacific Railway finan-
cier Donald Smith in 1885.  

At the same time, however, we need to remember 
that thousands of Chinese laborers were brought into 
the country to help Macdonald accomplish his dream, 
and that for every mile of track laid down one of 
them paid for it with his life. And when asked by 
Vancouver residents what was going to be done about 
all the Chinese in the province, Macdonald replied 
that Canada didn’t need any more of the mongrel 
race. Many Chinese were deported. 

Canada’s Indian Act, passed in 1876 and adminis-
tered by the Macdonald government for the next thir-
teen years, has been labeled a harshly racist act by the 
United Nations. South Africa’s apartheid laws were 
based on it. In response to a question in the House of 
Commons in 1872, Macdonald replied that “We can-
not allow them [Indians] to die for want of food, [but 
we] are doing all we can by refusing food until the 
Indians are on the verge of starvation, to reduce the 
expense.” Rampant bureaucratic mismanagement, 
fraud and local prejudices did not help with food dis-
tribution. Thousands of indigenous people died, many 
of them children and old people.  

Hero or villain? 

The bloody war between the blue and the gray in the 
United States that saw 700,000 American deaths was 
caused in part, Macdonald believed, by giving too 
much power to individual states. In his view, this was 
a big mistake. He took pieces of legislation from the 
governing systems of both America and Britain, but 
fought hard for a strong central government for Cana-
da. The provinces would be given some authority 
such as responsibility for education, forestry and li-
censing saloons, but the really important decisions of 
the day were to remain within the purview of Ottawa. 
It was this strong central authority that Stephen Har-
per tried to change during his tenure. Canada’s con-
stitution was the model used by South Africa and by 
the Czech Republic when those countries were devel-

February Speaker—John  
Boyko with his book Sir 
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oping their own political systems.  

 In the 1992 Charlottetown referendum, the people of 
Canada gave Macdonald one of his greatest tributes 
when, contrary to the government decentralization 
views expressed by virtually all the elites in the 
country—the premiers, federal parties, businesses, 
journalists, the academic community—they voted to 
retain a strong central government. The echo of Sir 
John, writes Boyko, still resonates.  

 

 

Uxoricide—A Crime So Foul! 
Part 2 

By Richard Hughes 

Last month we told the story of James Kane, born in 
Ireland, working as a hostler at the Queen’s Hotel on 
Front Street in 1891and married for the previous six 
years to a widow, Elizabeth, who had a grown family 
of three sons and a daughter. The marriage was not a 
happy one, due in large part to James’ drinking prob-
lems which led to his wife occasionally seeking safe-
ty with her grown sons. This was the case on March 
23 when James Kane left the hotel around five 
o’clock and located his wife at the home of her son 
on South Church Street. A loud argument ensued and 
with little hesitation, James thrust a knife deep into 
his wife’s chest. In very short order, Mrs. Kane died 
on the kitchen floor and her son and neighbours held 
James while police and doctors were called. A coro-
ner’s jury was immediately empaneled, witnesses 
called and the evidence given. The matter went to 
police court the next morning, and James Kane was 
formally charged with murder.  

Just 20 days later the case proceeded to trial with 
lawyer W.C. Mikel for the defence noting Mr. 
Kane’s military service and the fact that no witness 
had seen him with the knife. He argued that this 
should raise reasonable doubt of his guilt. Crown 
Prosecutor W.R. Riddell pointed out that the knife in 
question resembled one missing from the Queen’s 
Hotel, the prisoner was alone with Mrs. Kane when 
the offence was committed and that he had admitted 
guilt to several witnesses. Following these presenta-
tions, His Lordship Judge Rose reviewed the evi-
dence and charged the jury. The jury retired for less 
than an hour before returning with the verdict: guilty. 
James Kane was immediately sentenced to death by 
hanging.  

In the following days, Kane accepted the situation, 

according to the newspaper, “with utmost indiffer-
ence.” It is reported that his spiritual advisers, Mon-
signor Farrelly and Rev. Father O’Brien, “spent much 
time with him in devotional exercises and he appar-
ently derived great consolation from their ministra-
tions.” It was further noted that “prison life did not 
seem to disagree with him. He ate heartily, slept well 
and to all outward appearances was always in good 
health.” 

The last scene in this tragedy took place in the early 
morning hours of May 20, 1891, as a large crowd 
gathered around the jail while “boys lined the fences 
and even ascended to the tree-tops for the purpose of 
witnessing the execution.” The official witnesses 
gathered in the jail yard in the shadow of the “sombre 
looking instrument” with its “repulsive appearance.” 
The hangman was present dressed in a corduroy vest 
and coat, grey tweed pants and a soft white hat. The 
newspaper report goes on to state that some prisoners 
of the jail were called upon to assist the hangman in 
hoisting a 350-pound weight which was to be at-
tached to a brown hemp rope with “the fatal noose” 
at its end. This method of hanging, known as the 
“jerk ’em up” was used in the early 1890s by the gov-
ernment’s first official hangman, John Radclive, usu-
ally with disastrous results. It was abandoned in 1892 
after several botched hangings.  

At 8:15, the executioner changed his corduroy coat 
for a black Prince Albert, a double-breasted frock 
coat with knee-length skirts, long sleeves and a centre 
cut at the back. He went to Kane’s cell, greeted him, 
slipped straps over his arms and drew the elbows to-
gether. The march to the scaffold was led by the sher-
iff and deputy sheriff, Mr. Kane between two priests 
who prayed as they walked and finally, the hangman. 
The newspaper reported that Mr. Kane faced the 
crowd “like a soldier on parade” while the rope was 
placed around his neck. In his final words, Kane 
thanked the jail officials for their kindness and asked 
for prayers for the crime he committed in the hope of 
being forgiven. The hangman shook Kane’s hand and 
then placed a black cap over his face. As the priest 
continued the prayers, the hangman pulled the cord 
that held the weight in position, and at 8:18 James 
Kane was jerked into the air some six feet. It required 
six minutes before the doctor could pronounce that 
the life was extinct. After a further 38 minutes the 
body was lowered and placed in a coffin. At this 
point Drs. Jones and Farley examined the body and 
declared that death was the result of strangulation. 
Thus ended a very sad and grim chapter in 
Belleville’s history.  

The death penalty in Canada ceased de facto in 1963 



 

 

and was abolished de jure in 1976. From 1859 when 
the death penalty was first enacted to 1976, there 
were 1481 persons sentenced to death and 710 actu-
ally executed. Of this figure, 13 were women. The 
last hanging in Canada was a double hanging at the 
Don Jail in Toronto in December 1962.  

 
 
 

Apartments in City Hall? 
By Lois Foster 

For several months I’ve been assisting Lorna Garbutt 
in her project to document over 2000 plans and maps 
at the Community Archives. Does that sound inter-
esting, exciting, fun? I say yes! For instance, one day 
I was checking over a three-sheet set of City Hall 
floor plans, all professionally and beautifully done in 
the City Engineer’s office in February of 1924 when 
Charles Mott was City Engineer. The title of one 
sheet was “Seating Plan – City Hall Auditorium.” 

The plan showed the long stairway from the front 

door to the second floor, the entrance door to the au-
ditorium and the ticket booth. Inside, there was the 
stage at the north end facing McAnnany Street, but 
more than half the plan was defaced with pencil 
lines, hand printing and dimensions!  

Because I had read Gerry Boyce’s book, Belleville 
City Hall from 1873 to 1989, I knew what I was 
looking at. On page 49, Gerry refers to an acute 
housing crisis in the city: “On September 7, 1946, a 
large deputation of Shriners attended a special coun-
cil meeting. Through Robert Pringle and other repre-
sentatives, the Shriners asked the city to provide ac-
commodation for several families who had no place 
to live. Council agreed to house them in part of the 
auditorium, temporarily. 

“A housing committee was set up to deal with the 
plight of the homeless. So serious was the problem 
that people were being housed in the City Barn and 
change rooms on two playgrounds, and council even 
asked the Parks Board to turn over part of the new 
stables at the fairgrounds ‘for emergency accommo-
dation.’ ” 

So, I assume, being in such a hurry, the City Engi-
neer’s staff had grabbed the 1924 plan and drawn on 
it the apartment accommodations showing kitchen, 
living and dining room and bedrooms for four apart-
ments using the stage and half the seating area of the 
auditorium. The other half, with tall gothic windows 
facing Market Street, was to be for a common play 
area. Access to the apartments would be through the 
use of the emergency doors and fire escapes on the 
east side of the building. 

3 

City Hall auditorium apartments            MCABHC  450-2854  

Fire escapes on the east side                        CABHC HC03164 
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Talk about speedy help! The Intelligencer included a 
small item on September 9, 1946: “Families Given 
Quarters In Two City Buildings. Temporary housing 
accommodation in the city police station and in the 
city hall for two families forced to move from their 
present home on Highland Ave., because of its being 
condemned by the Board of Health, was provided by 
members of the local city council at a special meeting 
held Saturday evening. 

“One of the families is composed of a widow with six 
children, while the other consists of four persons. 
Temporary accommodation will be provided in three 
upstairs rooms at the police station and in the audito-
rium at the city hall.”  

Gerry concluded, “For almost two years, a few fami-
lies lived in the auditorium. When they left on June 6, 
1948, council had the temporary partitions removed 
and directed that ‘the City Hall not again be used as 
living quarters.’ The smells of cabbage and other 
foods cooking and the sounds of young children play-
ing or crying were not to return to the City Hall.” 

 
 

The Finer Points of LA LA Land 
By Orland French 

 

This year’s Historical Society bus tours will explore 
central and northern Lennox & Addington County. 
Here are some county oddities you might not know 
about: 

Lennox and Addington: Two counties that were 
never separated at birth. Lennox is the lower part of 
the county, embracing the Adolphustown peninsula, 
while Addington reaches, quite narrowly in places, 
far to the north. The LA LA Land bus tours this 
spring will be primarily in Addington.  

Who Were L & A?: Charles Lennox, third Duke of 
Richmond and Henry Addington, Viscount Sid-
mouth, speaker of the British House of Commons.  

Mining Claims and Names: Mines in L & A were 
often richer in name than in quality of the ore. The 
Jewell Ruby Mine was owned by a Toronto investor 
named Jewell who was looking for rubies. The Gold-
en Fleece Mine suggests a property that you would 
do well to avoid. Star of the East Mine bore an exotic 
name. The Gold Horn Mining Company was founded 
to explore traces of gold but that’s all it ever found – 
traces. Unlike some of the mines found in Hastings 
County right next door, the L & A mines were never 

big profit centres. 

We Can Do Better: Enterprise, a prosperous sound-
ing village, was once called Shirt-tail Corners. New-
burgh was known as Rogues Hollow.  

Rough Justice: Sometime around 1790 a man was 
hanged in Bath for stealing a watch. The evidence: he 
was in possession of a watch that he could not afford. 
Therefore, he must have stolen it. The man claimed 
he had purchased the watch from an itinerant pedlar. 
He was not believed and was hanged from a tree out-
side Finkle’s tavern. A few months later the pedlar 
passed through the community again and confirmed 
that he sold the watch to the now deceased. On an-
other occasion a man was convicted of stealing a loaf 
of bread. He was tied to the tree outside Finkle’s and 
given 29 lashes. The tree became a tourist attraction. 

Cheese Factories: At one time there were more than 
40 cheese factories in Lennox & Addington, seem-
ingly one at every corner. Most were in the south but 
some were found in the rocky north at Cloyne, Den-
bigh and Vennachar. Today there is only one, at Wil-
ton.  

Private Schools: Newburgh Academy was a magnif-
icent stone school in Newburgh, privately funded by 
families wishing to give their children a formal edu-
cation. Other private academies were established in 
Bath and Napanee, when government-run schools 
were not available.  

What Goes Around Comes Around: At the turn of 
the 20th century the Benjamin Manufacturing Compa-
ny in Yarker employed up to 60 people who made as 
many as 400 carriage wheels a day. With the inven-
tion of the automobile, the carriage wheel business 
went flat … for about a century. Today Goodyear 
Canada employs hundreds of people at its Napanee 
plant just down the river from Yarker, making thou-
sands of tires for Canadian cars. 

The Age of Steam: At one time five railway lines 
operated in L & A. Today there is only one, Canadian 
National. The only station still operating is in 
Napanee, where one VIA train a day stops. However, 
VIA has recently announced a starry-eyed plan to 
route a new high-speed rail line following the Ontario 
and Quebec right of way near Kaladar. The line 
would link Toronto, Ottawa and Montreal.  

Colonization Roads: Highway 41 north from 
Kaladar follows the route of the Addington Road, 
part of a network of colonization roads built in the 
mid-1800s to encourage settlement of the lands north 
of what is now Highway 7. Many of the settlers were 
poor Irish immigrants who were hoping for a new life 
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in Canada but found northern L & A a tough row to 
hoe, indeed.  

Mazinaw Rock: One of the most impressive natural 
features of L & A is Mazinaw Rock, a sheer cliff 
that soars 115 metres above Mazinaw Lake, the sec-
ond deepest lake in Ontario (after Superior). Picto-
graphs accessible only by boat can be seen along the 
base of the cliff, just above the water line.  

L & A’s Beauty Spot: Bon Echo Provincial Park on 
Mazinaw Lake is one of L & A’s most popular sum-
mer attractions. It was a spiritual destination for 
writers, poets and painters who were drawn by the 
rock paintings and remote beauty of Mazinaw Lake. 
Bon Echo Inn built in 1899 drew hundreds of 
wealthy Americans. 

Five-lined Skink: Ontario’s only lizard is the five-
lined skink. This little creature lives only in the 
northern shield country of L & A. You can easily 
identify this skink because it has, yup, five lines run-
ning from head to tail. 

Prickly Outpost: South of Kaladar in an undis-
closed location there is a small colony of prickly 
pear cactus, the easternmost occurrence of cacti in 
North America. 

Mighty Water Systems: The upper headlands of L 
& A are the sources of four river systems. The Mis-
sissippi River (Canadian version) rises from Mazi-
naw Lake and flows eastward to the Ottawa River. 
The Moira River begins in the same area as the 
Skootamatta and flows south to the Bay of Quinte. 
Two shorter rivers, the Napanee and the Salmon, 
drain the southern part of the county into the Bay of 
Quinte. 

Tide on the Napanee River: As unlikely as this 
sounds, there is a regular rise and fall of the water 
level of the Napanee River at its mouth in Napanee. 
Since there is no significant tide on the Great Lakes, 
this is likely a “seiche” (pronounced saysh) or a reg-
ular sloshing of water in the Lake Ontario bowl. It is 
magnified by the funnel shape of the Bay of Quinte 
and the Napanee River estuary. You can actually see 
water rising and falling over rocks at an observation 
point on the river, if you are patient enough to wait 
out the two-hour cycle. 

Split Personality: The village of Cloyne is cleft 
down the centre by a county border. On the east side 
is Frontenac County, on the west is Lennox & Ad-
dington. A recently expanded pioneer museum, well 
worth visiting, is actually in Frontenac. Settled by 
Irish immigrants, the community is nostalgically 
named after a village in County Cork. 

School Buses: The Tri-Board School Transportation 
Service carries about 36,000 students in L & A every 
day over 97,000 kilometres. That’s the equivalent of 
13 trans-Canada trips each day. 

Information for this article was drawn from the book 
Lennox & Addington, by Orland French. Copies of 
the book will be available on the tour. 

 

 

 

 
Experience the beautiful geography and 
amazing villages and sites of Lennox and 
Addington County. Hear from local story-
tellers the tales of early development and pi-
oneer life in Flinton, Northbrook, Bon Echo, 
Tamworth, Newburgh among others. A 
beautiful day’s outing, in a picture postcard 
setting, traveling in a modern highway bus. 
 

Sat., May 26 & June 9, 2018 
 

BUS DEPARTS FROM FRANKLIN BUS LINE 
PARKING LOT on Bell Blvd. at 8:30 a.m. sharp. 

 

COST $70. Includes lunch, handbook and resource 
guides. 

Tickets: Call Mary-Lynne Morgan 613-961-7091 

Last year we sold out two buses by late 
March; so don’t delay. 

GET YOUR TICKETS EARLY! 

Annual Bus Tour 

Adventures in LA LA Land 

Discovering Lennox and  
Addington County 

Newburgh 
Academy  
 
Photo by  
Orland 
French 
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On the Home Front  
Excerpts from The Intelligencer 

April to Mid-May, 1918 
            By Laurel Bishop   

April 4, 1918: “No person or company shall hold 
meats, lard or oleomargarine in quantities larger than 
enough to supply his Canadian trade for sixty days. 
Butter and eggs must not be stocked on December 1st 
larger than enough to supply customers till May 1st. 
…  For infringement of the new regulations fines up 
to one thousand dollars and imprisonment for three 
months are provided for, also cancellation of li-
cense.” 

April 6, 1918: “An order-in-Council to suppress idle-
ness has been adopted by the Government. It pro-
vides that every male person shall be regularly en-
gaged in some useful occupation, with the exception 
of persons under sixteen years of age and over sixty, 
or physically unfit, or a student or temporarily unem-
ployed.” 

April 8, 1918: “The week-end is remembered 
throughout Canada as the first anniversary of the Ca-
nadian victory at Vimy Ridge. It was just a year ago 
that they won such immortal fame. One of the finest 
chapters in the history of the Canadians was written 
when they made the famous charge that carried the 
ground so long coveted.”  

April 15, 1918: “No More Furloughs Granted to Ca-
nadians on Battle Front. London. With every availa-
ble trained, physically fit Canadian soldier sent to 
France, the Overseas Minister of Militia has issued a 
drastic order for the conservation and allocation of 
the remaining man power in England.” 

April 22, 1918: “The third annual dinner of the re-
turned officers of the Second Battalion, held in com-
memoration of the second battle of Ypres, was held 
at the Hotel Quinte on Saturday night. …  The offic-
ers arrived on the international Limited, and were 
met by the Belleville officers and motored about the 
city, and after a pleasant motor trip went to Major 
Ponton’s residence and were served with afternoon 
tea there. The dinner took place at 8 p.m., and was 
admirably served by Mr. Jenkin’s staff. …  After the 
dinner and speeches were over the guests adjourned 
to the Belleville Club, where the remainder of the 
evening was spent and many old stories were revived 
by the members of the battalion.” 

April 26, 1918: “Dad’s in The Garden. A great deal 
of fun is poked at the amateur gardener who spends 
all his spare moments in the back-yard garden coax-

ing the young vegetables along. His carrots and cab-
bages and potatoes may figure up to a right smart 
price in dollars and cents, but he will eat his own 
food and a goodly part of his share of the general na-
tional harvest can be devoted to the Allies. He is also 
accumulating a coat of healthy tan and saving doc-
tor’s bills by a course in the fresh air, and he has no 
time or inclination for a game of ‘draw’ or other ex-
pensive indoor sports. Lastly, wifey knows where he 
is, and peace and happiness blesses the household.” 

April 26, 1918: “There will be some tall scurrying 
around next Fall for amateur hockey players, if the 
war is still in progress and all the young men eligible 
under the new conscription regulations are called into 
the force. The new regulations knock nearly all the 
top-notch junior teams into a cocked hat by taking 
away their 19 and 20-year-old players. The removal 
of these youngsters just graduating from junior ranks 
puts a crimp in the intermediate and senior ranks, too, 
for the higher classification have mighty little new 
material from which to fill up holes left by retirement 
or enlistments.” 

April 26, 1918: “Under the auspices of the Esmerelda 
Knitting Circle a successful euchre and dance was 
held last evening in Johnstone’s Academy, Front St. 
Card playing was indulged in until ten o’clock and 
prizes were awarded those most successful. …  The 
spacious academy was crowded with a happy throng 
including many from out of town, also a few aviators 
from Mohawk Camp. A dainty lunch was served and 
dancing continued until a late hour. The proceeds re-
ceived will be used by the circle for patriotic purpos-
es and to help the boys of the Esmerelda Club over-
seas.” 

April 27, 1918: “No Exemption For Farmers Says 
Canada War Minister. …  Yesterday, the Eastern 
Townships sent a formidable delegation, headed by 
R. R. Ness, one of the most noted stock breeders of 
Canada, and containing on its personnel many promi-
nent farmers and dairymen. …  General Mewburn 
pointed out the urgent need of men. He intimated that 
to open the door to exemptions of any kind would be 
tantamount to bringing back all the clumsy machin-
ery of tribunal and appeal.” 

April 27, 1918: “The necessity of conserving food 
supplies is one of the greatest problems of a war-time 
government and constitutes the reason for the crea-
tion of the Canada Food Board, which is beginning to 
peer into the cupboards of the homes as well as the 
cold storage plants of Big Business. The latest feature 
of the activities of the Canada Food Board is the or-
der strictly limiting holdings of sugar by household-
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ers to a supply sufficient for fifteen days except by 
persons living at a great distance than two miles 
from a licensed dealer.”  

April 29, 1918: “The farmers throughout Ontario are 
taking definite action towards having the recent or-
der-in-Council reconsidered, which calls to the col-
ors all farmers who are actual owners or tenants or 
farmers’ sons who have never been otherwise em-
ployed. A great number of farmers’ meetings were 
held throughout the Province, Saturday and strong 
resolutions were passed pointing out that the crops 
and general production of food would suffer if the 
farmers had to depend altogether on inexperienced 
help from the cities and towns.” 

April 29, 1918: “The staff, pupils and the parents of 
some of the pupils of Queen Alexandra School lis-
tened to a very interesting and instructive address on 
‘Gardening’ given by Mr. Mackintosh, agricultural 
representative, on Friday afternoon. The key note of 
the speaker’s address was ‘what the boy or girl can 
produce in their gardens.’ All the vegetables could 
be easily grown but corn and potatoes were especial-
ly needed, also vegetables suitable for the winter’s 
use. …  The boys and girls were very much interest-
ed and are determined to have back-yard gardens. 
Each class will have their experimental plot at school 
and will ‘Help to win the war’ by having a garden at 
home.” 

May 4, 1918: “The manufacture of candy is prohibit-
ed. The order in regard to pastries and cakes reads as 
follows: ‘No person shall make in Canada, for pri-
vate use, French pastries, iced cakes or biscuits, or 
cakes with cane sugar between the layers or added to 
the exterior. …  Just how the Food Board proposes 
to enforce these regulations is not clear. It is pre-
sumed that the Board will depend largely upon the 
patriotism of the housewives of Canada.” 

May 9, 1918: “A number of yeomen of the southern 
part of Sidney Township met on Monday afternoon 
to discuss the situation brought about by the recent 
changes in the Military Service Act as to cancella-
tions of exemptions. Nearly all present expressed 
themselves as impressed by the seriousness of lack 
of help upon the farms and especially when more 
production is urged upon the farmers. …  The result 
of the meeting was that it was decided to have a dep-
utation go to Ottawa and present their views upon 
the Government.” 

May 11, 1918: “In conjunction with the two and a 
quarter million dollar Red Triangle Fund which is 
being raised across Canada for Y.M.C.A. work for 
soldiers at home and abroad, a special boys’ fund is 
being promoted whereby 6000 boys are being asked 

to give $60,000 in ten dollar units, it being under-
stood that they must earn the money themselves or 
give it out of their allowance or savings. …  Mr. F.S. 
Deacon, the local director for the campaign, reports 
that to date 44 boys have signed up for the Belleville 
district. It is expected that at least 50 will be secured 
here.” 

May 13, 1918: “A meeting of the yeomen of Marmo-
ra Township was held for the purpose of considering 
the advisability of sending representatives to join the 
delegation which will go to Ottawa to wait on the 
Minister of Agriculture. …  A meeting of the farmers 
of Tyendinaga was held in the Melrose Town Hall on 
Friday evening, the 11th inst. to discuss matters relat-
ing to the farm labor situation. …  Four delegates 
were appointed to represent the township at Ottawa.”  

May 13, 1918: “The boys of Belleville have respond-

ed nobly to the call for help on the farms. Almost all 

of the older boys in attendance at the local High 

School and a number of older boys from the Public 

Schools have gone out to the farms in this vicinity.” 

Patronizing our Sponsors 
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HASTINGS COUNTY  
HISTORICAL SOCIETY  

DIRECTORS & OFFICERS 
 

 
Officers 

President         Richard Hughes    

Treasurer            Grant Harrison 

Secretary                       Mary-Lynne Morgan 

Directors at Large 

Stanley Jones           Bill Kennedy              
Diane Sule             Jim Kennelly 

Dan Atkinson           Trevor Parsons 

     

Ex-officio: 

Gerry Boyce  (Historical Advisor)        Orland French  (Past-President ) 

Amanda Hill (Archivist) 

 
Sub-committees 

Bus Tours             Orland French (Research)  

            Mary-Lynne Morgan (Administration)  

County Liaison                           Jim Kennelly 

Education              Bill Kennedy 

Exhibits/Events Co-ordinator    Jim Kennelly, Stanley Jones 

HCHS Website  Orland French 
Membership   Elizabeth Mitchell 

Outlook Production   Donna Fano (Co-editor) 

                                                        Laurel Bishop (Co-editor) 

Outlook Distribution  Elizabeth Mitchell  

Programs   

Public Relations (Print/Radio/TV)     Mary-Lynne Morgan 

Sale of Publications  John Lowry   

HCHS Website  www.hastingshistory.ca 
Community Archives                         613-967-3304 

Hastings County Historical Society has its offices in the Library/Archives 

building at 254 Pinnacle Street, Second Floor, Postal Code K8N 3B1.    

Outlook is published nine months of the year for members and friends of 

the Society. Submissions can be sent to:   

Hastings County  
Historical Society 

Presentation 

outlook.hastingshistory@gmail.com 

Date: March 20, 2018 

Time: 7:30 p.m. 

Location: Maranatha  
100 College Street West, Belleville 

 

(Please use rear parking lot and back entrance 
and go to Meeting Room.)  Bring a friend. 

Topic: A Brief History of Water 
And Drinking Water Systems  

in Belleville 
 

Speaker: Perry Decola,  
General Manager of Environmental Services 

 

We take for granted one of our key daily needs - 
safe, pure water from our taps. But there is so 
much more behind the scenes, interesting stories 
and tales from the lighter side of this serious 
business that you would never imagine. 
 

Note to Authors—By submitting material to be printed 
in the Outlook, the author confirms that he/she holds 
both legal and moral rights to the material, and grants 
permission to the Hastings County Historical Society to 
use this material in print and/or electronically. The opin-
ions expressed in articles submitted to the Outlook are 
those of the author and do not necessarily reflect the 
views of the Hastings County Historical Society, its 
Board or its members. 
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