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OUTLOOK
The Newsletter of THE HASTINGS COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

P.O. BOX 1418 -  BELLEVILLE, ONTARIO
KSM STI

Gold fever
April 1, 1985
1. Hats off to the 

editorial page 
staff of the 
Intelligencer 
for providing 
this intro
duction to our 
General Meeting 
on April 16. — >
The topic will 
be ONTARIO'S 
FIRST GOLD RUSH 
and I'll give 
an illustrated 
account of some 
of the unusual 
events and high
lights of the 
era, including 
the copper strike 
that turned to 
gold, the ''influx*' 
of Chinese and 
miners from Prince 
Edward County, the 
"forgotten" police 
force, the march 
on the Richardson

There’s gold in them thar 
hills

So it would appear from 
reports of samples found just 
east of Bannockburn.

The find couldn’t have come 
at a better time either, for 
gold, after a long and steady 
decline, is showing signs of 
making a comeback.

The price of gold had gained 
$15 an ounce U.S. to reach $308 
Tuesday. By Wednesday, in 
London, it had risen to $337. 
This followed a sharp blow to 
the hitherto invincible U.S. 
dollar following the extended 
closure of 70 Ohio savings and 
loan associations and conse
quent nervousness about the 
stability of the U.S. banking 
system.

Meanwhile, the surge in the 
value of gold -  although still 
well down from the $400 plus 
range of a couple of years ago 
-  should give heart to mines

from British Columbia to Val 
D’Or in Quebec which have 
been on reduced- production 
and with miners facing layoffs 
as a result of the downward 
trends.

Don’t discount either the 
ongoing violence in Lebanon 
and the renewed hostilities 
between Iraq and Iran as 
possible reasons for gold’s 
healthier aspect at the mo
ment.

The Bannockburn dis
covery, incidentally, is not far 
from the site of the first gold 
discovery in Ontario of the 
1860s near Eldorado.

The development should in
terest city teacher and area 
history buff Gerald Boyce. As 
president of the Hastings 
County Historical Society, Mr. 
Boyce has penned a number of 
works on the history of this 
region and his latest interest is 
research into the origins of the 
gold rush up Eldorado way.

mine, and the liquor-filled coffin. Come to the meeting on the 
16th of April and find out what these things have to do with the 
Madoc-Eldorado Gold Rush. The meeting will be held in the 
Auditorium of the QUINTE LIVING CENTRE at 370 Front Street. 
There'll be a social half-hour with coffee at 7:30 P.M. and the 
meeting begins at 8:00 P.M.
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2. Our March meeting was attended by nearly 80 members and 
friends of the Society, who enjoyed a presentation on 
underwater archaeology by KENN FEIGEIMAN and other members 
of DEEP/QUEST 2 EXPEDITIONS. It is appropriate that the 
crew will be conducting underwater exploration this summer 
in the Moira River adjacent to the area where.HUGH DAECHSEL, 
our February speaker, carried out undergroun^exploration 
last summer. This summer*s operation is named OPERATION 
SPLASH. In addition to exploration of the Moira, Deep/ 
Quest 2 will also film underwater in the Scuttle Holes 
and attempt to film beaver "in situ".
The audience enjoyed Kenn*s stories, tapes, slides, and 
displays. His sense of humour was apparent in such lines 
as "Divers are big kids who never grew up." Our best 
wishes to the crew in its work this summer.

Deep-Quest 2 operations director 
Kenn Feigelman was at the Hastings 
County Historical Society Tuesday to 
taife about his group’s underwater 
activities and plans. He took some 
time out to show Qulnte Living Cen

tre resident Mildred McKenzie what 
a dry suit used in diving looks like. 
She decided it was too big for her and 
said she’d never get into “one of 
those things” .

(Photo - Penny Gordon)

Underwater
archeology
explained

Kenn Feigelman and his Deep- 
Quest 2 crew were at the Hastings 
County Historical Society meeting 
Tuesday. \

Operations director for the under
water expedition and explorations 
group, Feigelman presented a pro
gram on underwater archeology, and 
had a number of artifacts (recovered 
from underwater ventures) on hand. 
He also narrated a slide presentation 
on an underwater expedition called 
Operation Beta, as well as video
taped coverage of wrecked ship 
under the waters of Lake Ontario.

Feigelman’s next expedition will 
be called Operation Splash, and it’s 
scheduled to get under way as soon 
as the weather will allow dives to 
begin.

It will be In the Moira River at 
Plainfield, he saidi, and will be run in 
conjunction with the Moira River 
Conservation Authority, using the 
Frink Centre as the base of opera- . 
tions.

While the project crew will be film
ing and recovering artifacts, said 
Feigelman, the project will also in
volve Aiming underwater wildlife.

And a special added attraction that 
Feigelman said he’s looking forward 
to is underwater filming of a beaver 
dam-through a hole cut in the lodge 
under the water line.

After the beavers get used to the 
idea, he .said, the diver filming them 
should be able to capture their daily 
routine on film.

Feigelman said he's never been at
tacked by a shark or other under
water denizen, but he’s a little con
cerned he might get a beaver bite 
this time round.
-The project will also be used to 

Aim many species of fish, he added.
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3. Our GOOD CITIZEN AWARDS for March went to KENN FEIGELMAN 
and DEEP/QUEST 2 EXPEDITIONS for their work in exploring 
"Earth’s Pinal Frontier", particularly in the Quinte area.

4. Also honoured, because of her accurate and full coverage
of Historical Society events was PENNY GORDON of the Intell. 
On behalf of the Society, CHARLOTTE KUNTZE presented Penny 
with a stained-glass memento.

5. MINUS ONE HUNDRED continues to be a popular feature of the 
meetings. In March CHESTER HULL gave a fascinating account 
of life a century ago. The Intell*s pages were filled with 
news of business happenings and military movements, ranging 
from the Belleville area to Afghanistan (where Russian 
forces were moving in). Although most of the Intell files 
from 1885 have not survived, Chester was able to recreate 
a picture of life a century ago by means of several Intells 
housed in our Society’s collections in the Canadiana Room 
of the Corby Library. This 
served as a reminder that 
our collections of news
papers, pictures, maps, and 
documents are extremely 
important to historians and 
genealogists. Accordingly, 
we were delighted with the 
presentation made to our 
newspaper holdings by 
RUTH GNAEDINGER at the 
March meeting.

Gets old paper
At its recent meeting, the Hastings 

County Historical Society received a 
copy of a local newspaper, which, 
predates the first issue of The In
telligencer. Society member Ruth 
Gnaedinger presented the organiza
tion with a copy of the Hastings 
Times, Vol. 1, No. 17, dated April 20, 
1833.’ Also from the meeting: the 
historclal society’s Loyalist kit, 
designed for school use to study the 
Loyalists, is now available from the 
Hastings County Museum.

6. Our Saturday morning workshops most weeks in the Society’s 
collections in the Corby Library continue to add valuable 
materials to the archival collections. Participants have 
included BETSY BOYCE, ADELE DIBBEN, MARION FISHER, GEORGE 
SUPER, the president, and Quinte Secondary School students 
GARY STAPLEY and JOHN SMITH. ELAINE PRESTON has been 
involved in completing the index to our newspaper holdings.

7. MINUS ONE HUNDRED at the April meeting will really be 
MINUS 150. Because the Intell files are missing for 1885, 
students from Quinte Secondary School are looking instead 
at a series of letters written to a local MLA in 1835*
Be prepared to hear how politicans in 1835 compared to 
politicans in 1985* This will be appropriate, in view of 
the May 2nd provincial election.

8. A reminder from the HASTINGS COUNTY MUSEUM of "A Victorian 
Romantic Evening" on Friday, April 12. Tickets for the 
evening, featuring dinner and music, are $15* For tickets 
or further information contact the museum at 962-2329.

9. A further note from the HASTINGS COUNTY MUSEUM. Keep
May 26th in mind for the "Queen Victoria Birthday Celebration, 
featuring tea, Open House, and the "Madrigal Singers" from 
Albert College.

10. On April 13 the ONTARIO HISTORICAL SOCIETY and the LENNOX 
and ADDINGTON HISTORICAL SOCIETY are holding a workshop at 
the Macpherson House in Napanee, titled "Restoring Your Own 
Home”.
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11. Speaking of the Macpherson House, we note that HELEN HUTCHISON 
has retired as Executive Secretary of the Committee of Manage
ment and will no longer be taking an active role in the 
running of the house. Last month Helen was honoured for
her quarter-century of service on behalf of the Macpherson 
House. Napanee Mayor Lome Smart presented Helen with a 
plaque of appreciation for her persistence in the face of 
adversity and apathy. It is hard to believe that the 
Macpherson House project dates back a quarter of a century.
It seems like only a short time since the project’s friends 
gathered in the Napanee Secondary School to hear the late 
H.J. McFarland refer to Mrs. Hutchison as "Mrs. Macpherson", 
as he presented a cheque to help launch the fund-raising 
campaign. Helen has been a supporter of heritage projects 
throughout the Quinte area and we join the people of Lennox 
and Addington in saluting her.
Also present for the special meeting to remember the early 
years of the Macpherson House project was JUDGE GERALD SMITH, 
longtime president of the Lennox and Addington Historical 
Society and a prime mover in the campaigns to preserve the 
Macpherson House at Napanee and the Fairfield Houses at 
Amherstview and Bath, and to establish the Loyalist Parkway. 
Judge Smith also was a factor in the establishment of the 
Hastings County Historical Society. Not only did he speak 
at Belleville to encourage the formation of the society in 
the 1950*s, but he also served as an inspiration and guide 
for his nephew, Gerry 3oyce.

12. As promised a few issues ago, here follows an update on 
some of the recent books, pamphlets, and articles relating 
to local history.

13. Lennox and Addington 
County continues to 
provide interesting 
material for readers.
The County sponsored 
this pictorial 
tribute as a part of 
the province’s 1984 
Bicentennial cele
brations. The book 
sells for $24.95 and 
information can be 
obtained by phone at 
354-3225.

14. From the PETERBOROUGH 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
comes an Occasional 
Paper (No. 5) entitled 
"Peterborough in the 
Hutchison-Fleming Era 
1845-46" by JEAN MURRAY 
COLE.
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15• Recent volumes from Prince Edward 
County include NICK and HELMA MIKA's 
256-page illustrated account (shown 
at' right), retailing for $25#
A second publication is “As the twig 
is bent . . .  so grows the tree.
This 36-page pamphlet outlines the 
story of Prince Edward County schools 
and was published by the Quinte 
Educational Museum and Archives at 
Bloomfield; it retails for $4.
The third publication is the SEVENTH 
TOWN HISTORICAL SOCIETY’S “7th Town/
Ameliasburgh Township Past & Present”.
The Society’s Book Committee assembled 
almost 800 pages into this thorough, 
well-illustrated book. Hats off to 
the authors and publishers of these 
three volumes on Prince Edward County.

16. Probably the most recent book to be published is “Sidney: 
Portrait of a Township". Official ceremonies were April 3rd. 
The book is not
meant to be a £ t • gSidney gets new ,
glimpse into students get a credit
some of the very 1 ^
interesting and TUCKER’S CORNERS - A Township council last summerunusual aspects newly-compiled book, chronicling gave approval to the project with a
n-F , , 0 0 +  r+- the history oi Sidney Township, guarantee of $5,000 credit towards
o i  p a s b .  ± 6  will be ready for distribution in cost of producing the book. Thehighlights such March, township council learned money will be repayed, without in-
1 o r r o n r lc  o o nTVio here Monday. terest, from sales of the History.

r ’a  j  The book, complied, written and Five students from Bayside
M o n e y  H o l e ”  and printed by a group of Grade 13 have been working on the project
” H o w  P i f f  S t r e e t  students from Bayside Secondary since September and their work

. -a .  at h  School, has been completed, says a will bring a credit for their school
b O t  I t s  N a m e ” . teacher at the school, and will be year.The authors are ready to go on sale next month. For the book, the students used

TJaira-i A a Cost of the book will be $5 for ad- township documents, old maps and
x o u r  n a y s i a e  vanceorders. '  " pictures contributed by townshipSecondary School The volume contains more than residents and Interviewed dozens 
crt-iiria-n+Q — 40 pictures, Is 100 pages long and Is of descendants of area pioneer

a _ . a Joint project of the school and the families.GLORIA CHALMERS, township.
ALISON LOADER, ----- ------------------------------------
geoff Mckn i g h t,
and DAVID SENGUPTA. Contributors include JOANNE UHLMAN, 
who authored an account of John W. Meyers. Society members 
will recall that Joanne spoke to us last year in connection 
with her research.

17. Church histories appear to be popular. An interesting one 
published in 1984 was "Abandoned but not Forgotten”, the 
story of the historic Hay Bay Methodist Church from i860 
to 1910. The author is the Rev. Arthur E. Kewley. This 
writer finds it of interest because of the reference to 
W.S.P. Boyce (on page 14), although the author inadvertently 
refers to grandfather as “Bryce" instead of "Boyce".

Sidney gets new , 
students get a credit
TUCKER'S CORNERS - A Township council last summer 

newly-compiled book, chronicling gave approval to the project with a 
the history of Sidney Township, guarantee of $5,000 credit towards 
will be ready for distribution In cost of producing the book. The 
March, township council learned money will be repayed, without In
here Monday. terest, from sales of the History.

The book, compiled, written and Five students from Bayside 
printed by a group of Grade 13 have been working on the project 
students from Bayside Secondary since September and their work 
School, has been completed, says a will bring a credit for their school 
teacher at the school, and will be year.
ready to go on sale next month. For the book, the students used

Cost of the book will be $5 for ad- township documents, old maps and 
vance orders. - ~ pictures contributed by township

The volume contains more than residents and Interviewed dozens 
40 pictures, Is 100 pages long and Is of descendants of area pioneer 
a joint project of the school and the families, 
township.
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18. Do you know which township in Hastings County has had 
four official seals and all of them have had errors in 
them? Do you know which township has NO permanent 
inhabitants? Do you know which township was very closely 
associated with Billa Flint? Well, the answers are to be 
found in a fascinating new volume by JEAN HOLMES. It*s 
"Times To Remember in Elzevir Township", researched by 
Jean and a team of students under a 1983 Summer Project 
Grant. This 300-page volume 
was written for the Elzevir 
and Grimsthorpe Township 
Council and is available for 
$16 at the Township Office, 
for $18 by mail in Canada, and 
for $20 by mail to the U.S.A.
Some 665 people reside in 
Elzevir, while n<£ one lives in 
Grimsthorpe. Readers will be 
amazed to learn how the seal- 
makers spelled the township 
"Elziver" on two seals, used 
a reversed "z" on a third, and 
finally inserted an extra "the" 
on the most recent seal. Will 
the township ever have a 
correct seal? Billa F lin t (1805-94), successful mer

chant; founder of Bridgewater (Ac- 
tino lite ); M .L .A ., 1847-51 and 1854- 
57; Legislative Council member for 
Trent D istrict, 1863; called to Cana
dian Senate, 1867. (Painting by W . 
Sawyer).

19. MIKA PUBLISHING continues to 
stress the history of trans
portation, especially railroads.
NICK and HELMA continue work on 
the history of the Grand Junction 
Railway. And DONALD M. WILSON,
who spoke to our Society on the history of the Rathbun 
Company and the Bay of Quinte Railway, has authored another 
book of interest to local railway buffs. Entitled "The

Ontario and Quebec Railway", the 
book deals with a railway whose 
purpose it was to provide a link 
in the C,P.R.-inspired southern 
Ontario trunk line from the 
American mid-west to the seaport 
of Montreal. Featured in the 
book ara the 1929 Tweed wreck, a 
photo of a snow plow extra at 
Tweed in 1947, views of railroad 
bridges under construction at 
Trenton and elsewhere, the Trenton 
turntable, and several photos of 
operations at Tweed, Kaladar, and 
Havelock. There are descriptions 
of the Kingston and Pembroke

Railway; the Cobourg, Northumberland and Pacific Railway; 
and the Capbellford, Lake Ontario and Western Railway.
This well-illustrated volume is available for $35 from 
Mika Publishing.

Reeve of Elzevir from 1858 to 1878
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20. Bicentennial Year brought forth several volumes on Loyalist 
history. Special mention should be made of "The United 
Empire Loyalists Around the Bay of Quinte". Compiled by 
ELIZABETH MITCHELL and published by the BELLEVILLE PUBLIC 
LIBRARY, it*s a 31~page bibliography of materials in the 
Corby Library. Researchers will be impressed.

21. "Loyalist Vignettes and Sketches” is the name of the new 
book published by the Governor Simcoe Branch of the U.E.L. 
Association of Canada. It contains 87 short stories by over 
70 writers between its handsome gold stamped covers. Stories 
cover the struggles and successes of the Loyalists. Copies 
are available for $19 (postpaid) from the Governor Simcoe 
Branch, UEL Association of Canada, 108 Isabella Street,
Suite 820, Toronto, M4Y IN6.

22. Members of the Ontario Motor League appreciated AL PURDY's 
article on "Growing Up In Smalltown Ontario" in Leisurewavs. 
[Feb.] He reminisced about Trenton in the 1920’s and 30’s.

23• How does the Society come across to the person who attends 
a meeting for the first time? We thought you'd be 
interested in this account by BOB LYONS, a writer with the 
Bancroft Times. This made the front page on January 23.
Bob highlighted items he felt would interest the North 
Hastings reader.

Discuss Local Area Projects At 
Historical Society Annual Meeting

The Hastings County 
Historical Society held its 
annual dinner and meeting 
on January 15th, at the 
Quinte Living Centre in 
Belleville. President Gerald 
Boyce welcomed the 85 
people attending, including 
M P Jack Ellis. A full slate of 
short talks, slides and 
Society business followed the 
meal.

Several projects are of 
particular interest to the 
Northern part of the County.

The Historical Society has 

recently sent out multi-media 

kits to libraries and schools, 

depicting the story of our 

Loyalist pioneers. This

material should now be 
available to students and 
interested groups in our 
area. There is also some 
interest in taking an 
inventory of North Hastings

cemeteries, to help those 
interested in history and gene- 
ology. There are over 200 
cem eteries in Hastings  
County plus many family 
plots (nearly 50 family plots 
have already been ploughed 
up or otherwise used.) Some 
cemeteries in the southern 
part of the County have been 

indexed onto cards - a project 
which would be worthwhile 
in the Bancroft area as well.

The Society also maintains 
a picture collection. So- far 
3,000 old photos have been 
catologued and stored in 
acid-fre folders for pre
servation. As yet, there is no 
sim ilar project for • the 
Bancroft region. In another 
report,' the Society i has 
apparently lost its bid to keep 
the original “ copy books”  of 
land registry in Belleville. 
Despite an appeal, these 
valuable resource materials 
have been taken to the

Archives in Queen’s Univer
sity in Kingston. A  micro
film has been promised.

Several new publications 
on local history were on 
display, including a new 
history of Elzevir and Grims- 
thorpe Townships by the 
Clerk Treasurer Jean 

. Holmes. Called “ Times to 
' Remember”  it tells of the 
past 125 years of the 
Queensboro and Actinolite 
areas and will be available 
shortly in Bancroft as well as 
the Elzevir Township Office.

:It’s interesting to note that 
Grimsthorpe may be the only 

| township in Ontario which 
does not have a single full
time resident.
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Gets degree
Lloyd Jones, co-ordinator of social 

sciences for the Hastings County 
Board of Education has completed 
his Doctor of Education degree, 
trustees of the Hastings board were 
informed Monday night.

24. Congratulations to LLOYD JONES.
Lloyd has been a strong supporter 
of the Society over the years and 
has encouraged the use of local 
historical resources in schools.

25# It*s encouraging to see that
councils in Belleville and Trenton are continuing to stress 
the positive benefits of heritage buildings; LACAC's in 
both cities are active in studying these buildings. Such

research can be time-consuming, 
as this drawing of a typical 
buiilding researcher suggests.

[Actually, this 
looks more like 

a self-portrait 
of the 
OUTLMK 
editor.]

Newsmakers
At last

One of the city’s most historically 
significant buddings will soon likely 
be granted protective historical 
designation. As part of its obser
vance of Heritage Day -  the third 
Monday of February -  the Local Ar
chitectural Conservation Advisory 
Committee -.asked council to.notify 
the provincial government of its in
tention to seek designation of Glan- 
more House, home of the Hastings 
County Museum. Completed in 1883. 
for John Philpot Curran Phillips, the 
house was designed by Montreal ar
chitect Thomas Hanely.

Remember to do your part to 
encourage councils to respect

26. That's it for now.
Hope to see you on the 
16™1 for our meeting on GOLD

our heritage, 
business.

It's good

ODDS and ENDS from the 
Editorial Staff of the 
HASTINGS COUNTY 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY
P.0. Box 1418 
Belleville, Ontario 
K8N 5J1
with an invitation 
to find out about 
the GOLDEN DAYS of 
Hastings County
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