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Belleville Market Square a Busy Place in 1911 It won’t be long before the 
Belleville outdoor market 
is in full swing once again! 
In these Canada Archives 
photographs we get a good 
look at the market behind 
Belleville City Hall on a 
summer day 99 years ago.  
 
The white wagon at the 
centre of the upper photo is 
advertising Diamond & 
Son Grocers. In the back-
ground is Quick & Robert-
son for Clothing, Hats, 
Caps and Furnishings and 
beside it is Central Meat 
Market. The sign on the 
three-story building to the 
right of the Town Hall 
reads (we think) The Farm-
ers Bank. How many 
horses can you count? At 
day’s end the  cleanup 
crew would have a heavy 
load to haul!  
 
All of the women in the 
lower photograph are wear-
ing large hats. A black veil 
trails from the one with her 
back to the camera. Look-
ing at these scenes from a 
century ago one gets the 
sense of a quieter and 
slower pace to life despite 
the crowds. Not a motor-

Northumberland 

Market Photos: Hastings Heritage Centre, Courtesy of Library and Archives, Canada, 
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for this placement, I was pleased to join the work crew at  
the Historical Society’s Archives. 
 
Working at the Archives has been an eye opener.  Things 
are busy, with such a large development plan to move 
the collections.  I have discovered many treasures, such 
as a scrapbook of World War II memorabilia and corre-
spondence with original letters, a launch docking and 
dining register from a local Belleville yacht club from 
1905, an  early catalogue of  a  local  lock  company with  

Mohawk College student Brenda Weaver discovered 
some of the hidden treasures in our Heritage Centre ar-
chives as she worked on the inventory project.                                   

Archives Inventory Project 
 By Sharon White 
 

Our archives is a busy place these days!  As well as the 
ongoing work of our wonderful Archive Angels who do 
the many tasks necessary to manage the collections and 
answer researchers’ questions, a new project is under-
way.  In January work was started on a physical inven-
tory of the archives to prepare for our eventual move, 
and also to gain a better understanding of what we have 
in our archives – the number, size, and type of boxes, the 
different formats, and the location of the material.  This 
will allow planning for more efficient use of space and 
shelving at the new location.  The inventory is also cap-
turing the basic information to plan other projects in the 
future, such as cataloguing or conservation work. 
 
We are very lucky to have had the help of Brenda 
Weaver, a student from Mohawk College who agreed to 
carry out the inventory as a field placement for her pro-
gram of studies.  Brenda lives in Belleville and has 
worked part-time at the Belleville Public Library since 
2006 while taking courses through distance education.  
She has worked in the library’s circulation department 
since 2008 and before that in the office of the John M. 
Parrott Art Gallery. Brenda’s placement was for 105 
hours, mostly on Tuesdays and Thursdays, to be com-
pleted by the end of March.  I organized the project, but 
Brenda did most of the work, all with great spirit – thank 
you Brenda!  We are also grateful for the assistance of 
Mary Jane Throop and Gerry Boyce, and for the frequent 
company of Lois Foster, who often does research work 
on other projects at the Heritage Centre during our work 
sessions. 

Hidden Treasures 
By Brenda Weaver 
 
Recently, as a student of the Library and Information 
Technician program, I have been looking forward to 
completing my program and graduating in the fall of this 
year. During my studies, Records and Archive courses 
have been my chosen electives. Through the program at 
Mohawk College from Hamilton, two work placements 
are required for the diploma and graduation. After com-
pleting the first placement I had the good fortune to be 
able to introduce myself to Sharon White, an archivist 
who continues to do volunteer work at the Hastings 
County Historical Society.   Never imagining I would be 
able to gain the opportunity to work locally in Belleville  

key patterns and blank keys, and an  1880 - 1900 illus-
trated map of Belleville from a fire insurance company. 
 
Many hidden treasures are waiting to be discovered at 
the local Hastings County Historical Society Archives.  
It will be interesting to follow the progress of this project 
to gain a professional facility for the use of the Belleville 
community and Hastings County. 



                  Northumberland County Bus Tour   

Tickets Available at Greenley’s Book 
Store, 258 Front Street, Belleville 

Bus Tour Departs from Quinte Mall 
8:30 a.m., June 5, 2010 
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chives as she worked on the inventory project.                                   

Pillaging Ale and Beer from the monks at Church-key Brewery 
 
Gobbling sweets at the World’s Finest Chocolate Factory 

Washing down scrumptious treats with mugs of hot brew at the Sprucewood Hand-
made Cookie Bakery (official supplier to the Vancouver Olympic Games). 
 
We’ll work up an appetite by crossing the 300-foot suspension bridge over Roarin’ 
Ranney Gorge. 
 
At Roseneath, we’ll pillage the local horses and ride ‘em round and round “till” ex-
haustion or bladders kick in. 
 
At the Campbellford Methodist Church we’ll wolf down all their “vittles” and leave 
‘em nothin’ but crusts of bread and empty plates. 
 
Before dashing back to the safety of Hastings County, we’ll raid the Empire Cheese 
Factory, leavin’ their shelves bare as we cart off their cheddars and cheeses. 
 
The money-grubbin’ merchants of Northumberland will not soon forget “US”! 
 
Our invasion bus is well prepared - gas tanks filled, air conditioning at the ready, 
plus comfortable seats, as we pillage and munch ourselves to exhaustion!!  
 

Sponsored by the Friends of the Archives HCHS, Orland French, President;  
 

C.W. Hunt, Head Pillager 

Date of RAID - June 5, 2010, Depart 8:30 
a.m.  Return by 5:00 p.m. Cost including 
lunch and all pillaging treats - $65.00 
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Gain a Pound A Day! 
Use Scott`s Emulsion  
 
I Took Cold, I Took Sick, I TOOK SCOTT`S 
EMULSION. Result? I take my meals, I take my 
rest and I am vigorous enough to take anything I can 
lay my hands on. 
 
Scott`s Emulsion of pure Cod Liver Oil and Hypo-
phosphites of Lime and Soda not only cured my In-
cipient Consumption but built me up and is now 
putting Flesh On My Bones at the rate of a pound a 
day. 
 

City of Belleville Flood 
Protection Control     By Bill Kennedy 

Belleville`s McLeod Dam is one of six ice-control dams 
along the Moira River that provide flood protection for 
the city. It took five years of planning and one year to 
construct at a cost of $5,000,000. The average time for a 
Hydro Power project is seven years. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Water from an estimated 2,600 square kilometres of 
drainage passes through the city with a mean average 
flow of 30.5 cubic metres per second. At the time of 
Bryan Keene`s presentation to the Historical Society 
(March 16) the flow was running at one hundred cubic 
metres per second.     
 
Hydro projects require many reviews and approvals from 
a variety of agencies such as the Ministry of the Environ-
ment, Ministry of Natural Resources, Lakes and Rivers 
Improvement Act and Water Resources Act to name a 
few.  What  is  really  needed,  said  Keene,  is  a  good  

Conservation Authority Engineer Bryan Keene 
gave the Society an inside look at Belleville`s 
Moira River McLeod Dam. It is one of six dams 
that provide flood protection for the city.      

coordinated approval process. There is a high turnover of 
government employees and the chances of the same gov-
ernment people remaining with a given project are ques-
tionable. Some of the reviewers had little understanding 
of the McLeod project. It is important that approval 
agencies visit the site, that good relations with them are 
developed and that they are included at the project's de-
sign stages.  
 
The dam provides enough power each year for 400 
homes. A large proportion of the revenue earned from 
the dam goes to the provincial government. Belleville`s 
take is eleven cents per KWH.  
 
One of the anomalies during the planning stages was the 
requirement for a Navigable Water Protection Act per-
mit. After the permit was obtained the Department of 
Transport then declared that the river was not navigable. 
Keene`s presentation included numerous photos and 
graphics and the interest he generated in his audience 
was evident by the many questions that followed. 

Volunteer at 
Work 
 

Lois Foster is 
one of the many 
volunteers who 
give hours of 
their time every 
week catalogu-
ing documents at 
the Heritage 
Centre. 
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Lewis Zandbergen  
Receives Lifetime 
Achievement Award 
 
Lewis Zandbergen, President of the 
Stirling-Rawdon Historical Soci-
ety,has received the 2009 Ontario 
Heritage Trust Lifetime Achievement 
Award.  
 
Stirling-Rawdon Mayor Peter Koois-
tra said Lewis has shown exemplary 
leadership in preserving the heritage 
of the community through his work 
in compiling the community’s second 
Heritage Years book, development of 
the genealogy department at the li-
brary, and working to preserve and 
restore the railroad station. 
 
Lewis, a former editor of this news-
letter, said it was nice to be recog-
nized for his work but the impetus to 
get it done is the need to preserve our 
heritage for future generations and 
because he loves the challenge.  
 
Community Press 

-o- 

Toll Ended Between 
Belleville & PEC 
 

     Great news! Persons travelling 
between Hastings County and 
Prince Edward County will no 
longer be required to pay a bridge 
toll.  
 

     This was the big news of July 
2, 1921 as recorded in the Belle-
ville Chamber of Commerce ar-
chives. “The Highways and the 
Bridges and the Waterways Must 
be Free of all Shackles Upon Pro-
gress and Prosperity. Toll roads 
and toll bridges have long been 
repugnant to the progressive spirit 
of enterprising Canadians, said the 
paper, and these tribute-taking sta-
tions on the highways of the land, 
with their harsh challenge of 

Belleville Artist Denis Newman 
Captures Our Mining Past  (Story On Page 7) 

The birth place of Ontario’s first gold rush, El Dorado, Ontario, from the ink 
drawing by Denis Newman. In 1866 a court clerk and part time prospector 
Marcus Powell discovered gold on the farm of John Richardson. The boom 
town of El Dorado suddenly appeared. The gold rush was short lived, how-
ever, as the gold was chemically fixed to the parent rock and impossible to 

The Bancroft Uranium Mine, 1956, Bancroft, Ontario. Other uranium min-
ing operations in the Bancroft area include Rare Earth Mining Company, 
Canadian Dyno Mines, Cardiff Uranium Mine and Greyhawk Uranium 
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This photograph of the Belleville Court House on Pinnacle Street was donated 
to the Heritage Centre by Allan Dempsey. It's not dated but the cars out front 
give us a pretty good idea of the era. The spare tires at the rear are just that – 
the tires without the spoke wheels! The parking to the left of the photo looks 
pretty tight. And what happened to the parking meters? Today the front lawn 
is less expansive and has but five sizeable trees. The columned portico is 

A project to re-
view the life of 
Bel levi l le-born 
medical research 
scientist James 
Bertram Collip is 
underway here by 
local volunteers. 
Most of the re-
searchers are af-

filiated with the Hastings County 
Historical Society, and the Heritage 
Centre is where we are meeting to 
use its resources, and to share and 
exchange information. The follow-
ing are some of the facts that have 
been compiled. 
 
Collip’s grandparents and parents 
resided in this area and he had re-
ceived his academic and religious 
training here. 

Collip pursued higher education at 
Trinity College and the Science 
Laboratories of the University of 
Toronto.  
 
Along with Frederick Banting and  

His life’s work has been reviewed 
recently in academic circles. This has 
served to point out that he is not gen-
erally well known in this area. 
 
Our present plan is to review his 
many services to humanity and to 
spread the word here in his home area 
as information for all to share and 
take pride in. 
 
Volunteers will raise community 
awareness by producing a series of  
articles on Collip for this newsletter. 

James Bertram Collip, Belleville Research 
Scientist and Co-discoverer of Insulin 

Charles Best he shared in the 1923 
Nobel Prize for Medicine and Physi-
ology. He carried out hundreds of 
research projects in his active years 
at the Universities of Alberta, McGill 
and Western Ontario. 
 
During WW II he was the official 
Science Liaison Officer for Canada 
with the Allies. 

  James B. Col-

Belleville Cemetery gravestone of  
Collip’s grandparents. Photo: 

                 Belleville Court House 

Hastings County Has  Finest 
Roads in Canada 
 

According to Belden’s Atlas of 1878 
no finer roads exist in Canada than 
those of Hastings County (a good 
thing because changing a tire on one 

of the court house above looks like a 
chore). Great pride is taken in their 
care and condition and not a toll-gate 
exists on any of them, every road 
being as free as the air we breathe.          

 

Heritage Atlas of Hastings County   
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Almost the entire issue of the Weekly 
Intelligencer for Thursday, June 11, 
1891 was devoted to the death of 
Canada`s  first  prime  minister,  Sir 
John A. Macdonald, on the previous 
Saturday. Thick, black lines divided 
the columns of the paper’s every 
page.  
 
The dead premier's body, it read, was 
to lie in state at Ottawa until Wednes-
day morning and there would be 
eulogies of the chieftain in almost 
every city of the civilized world.  

Denis Newman, Artist 
Cont’d from page 5 
 
“If somebody had told me 5 years 
ago,” says Denis Newman, “that my 
sketches would have been included in 
literature authored by two award win-
ning  Canadians,  Michael  Barnes,  

Member of the Order of Canada, and  
Deny Chabot, recipient of the Gibson 
and Governor General’s Award, I 
would not have believed them.” 
 
Newman started his drawings about 
six years ago. His work has been in-
cluded in books produced through  the  

charitable  arms  of  the  Prospec-
tors  and Developers Association 
and the Canadian Institute of Min-
ing and Metallurgy. Deny Chabot 
used his drawings in the French 
language historical publications 
Val-d’Or and Abitibi Miniere. 
 
Newman has produced over 600 
sketches of mines across Canada 
from the 1800s to the present.  He 
has also done pictorial representa-
tions of buildings and modes of 
transportation that evolved in as-
sociation with mining communi-
ties that grew as a consequence of 
these isolated employers. 
 
A FEW FACTS: The deepest shaft 
of the Hastings County Bannock-
burn Gold Mine (1894 - 1898) 
was 75 feet with a vein width of 3 
feet. The Sophia Gold Mine in 
Madoc Township went down 105 
feet. You could see the gold, it 
was said. It operated between 
1896 and 1908. The Cordova 
Mine in Belmont Township pro-
duced 16,790 ounces of gold bul-
lion valued at $45,180 gold and 
$299 silver.  

 

Not all of Newman’s drawings are of 
mines. This is Bancroft House.  A 
few pints of beer after a hard  day’s  

practice in Canada’s mining commu-
nities. Bancroft was no exception. 

For Whom The Bell Tolls 
Sir John To Lie In State 

Hall last night at 10:30. All Ot-
tawa knew at once that the unpar-
alleled  struggle  at  Ernscliffe was 
ended - Sir John Macdonald was 
dead.” 
 
The paper found it fitting to in-
clude the following lines from 
Punch magazine written originally 
on the death of Lord Palmerston: 
 
He falls, but unvanquished he falls            
in his glory 
A noble old king of the last of his 
fields 
And with death song we come like 
the northmen of story 
And haughtily bear him away on 
our shields. 
 

    Sir John A. Mac-

-o- 



Hastings County Historical Society Directors 
 
President    Orland French 
Vice-President    Dick Hughes 
Treasurer    Mike Shaw 
Secretary    Diane Sule 
Membership & Outlook Distribution Vera Morton 
Photo Collections Manager &  Mary Jane Throop 
   Workshops Leader 
Publicity    Bruce Bedell  
Outlook Editor    Bill Kennedy 
 

HCHS Website   www.hastingshistory.ca 
 

Hastings County Historical Society is based at the old town-
ship office in Cannifton. Please address mail to General 

Delivery, Cannifton, ON, K0K 2K0. Outlook is published 
in January, February, March, April, May, September, Octo-
ber and November for the friends and members of the Hast-
ings County Historical Society. The editor, Bill Kennedy, 

can be reached at 613-962-5991, or e-mail  
<kennedypec@hotmail.com> 
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MEMBER ADDRESS 

Historical Society Treasurer Mike Shaw (seated) sells tickets to the June 
bus tour of Northumberland County following the Society’s March meet-
ing. Tour details are highlighted on Page 3. The tour organizer is Bill 
Hunt (standing, stripped sleeves). Bill’s tours are usually sold out affairs 
so get your ticket now if you don’t want to be disappointed. They are 

   Bus Tour “Ships Out” June 5, 2010 Tweed & Area Arts 
Council Receive Grant 
 
The Tweed & Area Arts Council has 
received a grant of $18,362 from the 
Government of Canada’s Enabling Ac-
cessibility Fund Program. 
 
The money will be used to make the 
Marble Church Arts Centre completely 
accessible to everyone. A barrier-free 
washroom has been completed and ex-
terior work on a wheelchair ramp and 
drop-off area will get underway as soon 
as warmer weather permits. 
 
With the support of individuals, groups 
and corporations, as well as municipal, 
provincial and federal governments, the 
Marble Arts Church Centre is being 
transformed into an exciting and vi-
brant community arts centre. 
 

Umbrella Magazine, March /April 2010 

OUR NEXT MEETING IS TUESDAY, APRIL 
20, AT 7:30, QUINTE LIVING CENTRE, 370 
FRONT ST. BELLEVILLE. SPEAKER JUDY 


