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A: Tell me what you want and then, maybe I can ...

R: I think the first question we should ask is basically what the

emergency proceedure is in the case of certain emergencies 

that might crop up. First of all the best known possibly is 
nuclear fallout. What does the EMO do when, this problem 

arises?
A: The EMO does not do anything. The EMO is a co-ordinating

agency of all three levels of government, charged with the 

responsibility of disaster planning and associated activities; 

running courses, production of those pamphlets you see out 

there, preparing plans that you. see here, producing things, 

special instructions for oil spills, bomb disposal, radio
active sources, dangers and this sort of thing. So, You. 
know, that’s the first point. Emergency measures is not an 

army that comes out of the woodwork. It’s an agency of the 
government at all three levels and this is our main function, 

to plan fordisaster and associated things, which is pretty 

complex. So, in a nuclear war the federal government directions 
and controls the whole operation, using the normal channels 

of the provinces down to the municiple level. This means 
that if your national emergency is going to operate, that is 

if your plan for national emergency is going to operate 

properly and with any viability then everybody, every level 
of government must have a plan, that is co-ordinated in all
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A: three levels. Otherwize you haven’t got a ghost of a chance
of your plan being effective in a national emergency, like a 

war. Peacetime emergency is different. In a peacetime emer

gency the main government is the muni ciple government because 

that’s where the emergency happens, that’s where the people 
are, and that’s where the first reaction must come from.

In a peacetime emergency the provincial and federal govern
ment, their jobs is to support the municipality. Particularly 

the provincial government. The federal government only supports 
the provincial government or the muni cipality indi rectly and 

in a big, large disaster, providing money. But they rarely 

provide active forces, unless you have to call in. the armed

A

services, but I’m trying to give you the picture.
To take a case in point ,,. you remember

serious hurricane in Brighton in 1973, I believe. Could you
tell us what happened after ... well, during I suppose too

Well, that little

importance of one of the functions of Emergency measures
We not only write
the plan and to instruct the people who have a role in what

R:
A:

to do. Sorry,
We were talking

Oh, in Brighton.

I’ve got to get that radio.
about the Brighton Hurricane.

That's an example, I was illustrating that
we have to write a p&an, but then to teach people how it works

s. So we hold an exercise; we hold
a number of them, and it happened in Brighton that one of our
people who has attended many of these exercises, from one of
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A: general radio service clubs, he is also an EMO radio restricted
operater, hit the town in his car at that particular moment.

He had his radio on and he called back, and anyway he called, 

and there were four or five other GRS operators at Gedardale, 

or one of the parks nearby and he cal led them and said things 

are flying apart here, they have a disaster. So they came 

up and one of them happened to be Quinte area communications 

officer, John Kane, and they set up, as you know the tele
phone wires were down, and they set up a communication system, 

got through and set up a radio communication, not only within 

the town, but through Trenton and through here. Mrs. Gorman, 
my secretary, alerted other people, they loaded an ambulance 

with generaters, lights and things like that and the St. John’s 
Ambulance people manned a generater. They carried our a pretty 
good operation, in fact, an excellent operation. It was just 

a result of the training, the exercise. They just went 

through the normal procedure as they did in an exerci.se. One 
of the first things you do in a disaster is set up a head

quarters, a control headquarters. The next thing you must do 

is get command, control and directions by communications and 

have to use radio. The good point about this was that I was 

in Algonquin Park on my holidays and didn’t know a thing about 

it. They just did it automatically from their training. That 

is the kind of an operation that you could never carry out un

less you have some kind of instruction , unless you have an 

exercise and the proof of the pudding was that the municiple 
people didn't function. They didn’t set up a headquarters,

exerci.se
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A: they just didn’t function until our people got there. And I

remind you that is not the responsibility or the function of 

communicators is to run a disaster, that is the responsibility 
of the reeve or mayor of the municipality and their officials. 

They run the municipality in peacetime, they have to run it in 
time of disaster. Disaster operations and planning are not an 

extra-curricular activity of municiple officials. A muni- 
ciple official looks on disaster planning or operation as 

an extra-curricular activity should be fired because that's 
what the people have hired him for. The government wow orig- 

irally formed by the people to take care of them in time of 
disaster. Think back to the early days when a family gathered 
in. tribes and they formed a community and theyput a wall around 

it, not to get welfare of anything, but protection from danger, 
and this is what government is all about and our government 

seems to have forgotten that. Of course, we live in a posh 

age and all we think of is who owns bigger cars and things 

like this. But you let a disaster happen, and the government 

not be able to carry out its function, it should be severely 

dealt with, in my opinion. Well, it's not my opinion, it'sa 
fact, a law.

R: There have been some test operations written up in the paper
fairly well publicized. Gan you tell us about some of them. 

There was one called the "Be Prepared Operation".
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A: We have many excercises . We tried to have one a year
for several municipalities. We try to have six a year 

as a matter of fact. Now I’m not just clear which one 
you’re referring to. We have tri-county GRS club who are 
also EMO radio operators, many of them. They have had an 

exercise in connection with, the police. The intent is that 

by using their radio equipment, cars, they can put alot 

of people on the street, as an example searching for a 

missing person, or a missing child. Then we had an 

exercise this spring in which we exercised all the mun- 
iciple officials and agencies that could be involved in 

a flood. As you know Belleville has a ... I just can’t 
remember which exercise that was.

fc-e

R: It was just this year there was a sort of big flood.
A: Oh, ya. This is done periodically and what we do is

involve everybody that might have a role which includes 

the Moira Conservation authority, who are responsible for 
the warning. The police who do the warning downtown, 

the public works who also carry on a warning programme, 

and then when the flood actually takes place, they become 

rescue people. The St. John’s Ambulance men, first aid 

post, designated to the two welfare centers that people 

will be sent to. One is Queen Mary School on the West 

side of the River and the other is St. Michael separate 

school on the east sideof the river. There will manned

by not only the social services, but they will be manned 
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by the teachers of those schools and in this school the 
evacuees that have to get out of the flooded areas will 

go and there will be a division for registration and 

inquiry and a division for emergency feeding and if nec

essary division for emergency clothing and emergency accom
odation. Then you provide communication to all these places 
because in this kind of a flood all the telephones would be 

out for a period of time, your hydro would be off. So the 

communication that people using there own radio set up 
communication with the hospital, GJBQ because we would use 
the broadcast media to get messages directly to people 

and ah to the two welfare centers, to flood warning posts, 

and wherever else they were required. In addition to that 

we’d have communications, in this exercise from Belleville 
to Picton to Trenton and in the surrounding municipalities 
and then from here to the province to our zone headquarters. 

So what happens is the mayor and the heads of all the dep

artments come and messages come in, they make decisions, and 

this is how we do ... It’s controlled in that I prepare the 

messages and. the answers because one of the purposes of this 

is to teach how you would handle this kind of a situation and 

so we control it by I develop the messages that create a 
situation then I give a possible solution, not the perfect 

solution, not the solution, but a solution in the form of a 
message and this is worked back and forth as though it was 
just going on during the exercise. Except, instead of the
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A: normal period would be L>.8 hours we’d have to condense it

into an hour and a half exercise. So, there’s a technique 

to ievelone in that kind of an exercise, writing it, producing 
it and then the production of it.

R:

A:

Where is the command post?

Right here and this is designated. Belleville has a history

of flooding, we’ve already predetermined a great number of<_• >

things. A flood is a different situation, like an aircraft
said this will

thi. s will be the The reason for that is that

and

out

City Hall area in 1936, another flood, was flooded out
it could well be that our pollce station would be flooded

So, we can predetermine that it will be here because
we have emergency generators, we have radio communication and
we can predetermine. Now, an

predetermine it because the aircraft might land here. So, 
you’d have to say, well it’ll be, ... You nut your headquarters 

as close as you can to the situation so that you can directly 
control the operation and of course the closer you are the 
more the influence.

R: Is the city council helping you?

A: Ya. Not the whole council. The mayor and the members of the
 

sub—committee, maybe two other members of council, then the

head officials. It wouldn’t be the whole council. It’s an

operation as against the policy of making the decision, in



ANGUS DUFFY PAGE 8

At that policy. It’s already laid down in the flood plans.
Rt One particular step that was written up was a national step

and I’m not sure if I’m pronouncing it right or not- Toscin B.

At Toscin B. Ya. This is an exercise to try, test the higher
echelon of the emergency measures and their role and to 

test the various government agencies in their role. It’s 

a high  level excereise. We’re not even involved in it, on 

our level.
Rt The Prime Minister at that time was John Diefenbaker and 

the article we read mentioned that he would be making an 

address on the radio ...

A: Ya, in that exercise, that was quite some time, and Mr.
Diefenbaker said, I think he said one of the first things 

that would happen in the case of an national emergency is 
the Prime Minister would come on the air, and this is so 

because he is the elected leader of the country. He is the 

supreme authority. He speaks with more authority than any
body and it would be a great critical time and you’d want all 

the authority you could get and it would be automatic that 
the Prime Minister and in fact in all probability there are 

a number of canned speaches that might be used in the case 

of a nuclear war. In case he was not available when, on 
which he’d outline what was to be done, briefly. And, he’d 

have to authorize certain actions to be taken that were unusua.1 
and only the Prime Minister would have the authority. In fact 

on only the Prime Minister has the authority to declare a nuclear
disaster to exist or a nuclear war to be in effect. And then
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A: as you know, in a parliamentary proceedure, then he has to
go to the government and get it authorized. But that’s too 

late in a nuclear war. You can’t have a debate whether you’re 

going to war; you are at war, period and so the Prime Minister 

come on and says this is what we do, according to this plan. 

This, I now authorize this action to be taken, that action to 
be taken.

D: This is going back to the early history. Could you give us

some background on the Hasty Pees.
A: How are they involved in the EMO?

D: Ya. Just a general background.

A: Well, the Hastings and Prince Edward regiment is a local

militia regiment and it’s been in this area from l^OO’s 
and Hastings County in 1804 and Prince Edward County and 

anything that is a national, effort in which the nation is 
involved in, it becomes involved in, because militia is an 

army of the people as against a regular army. Then at this 

period in our history, the nuclear threat became very real 
and therefore the local regiment was given, assigned a 

role in the event in the nuclearwar and the role, along 

with the restof the army, well they had many roles, but their 

main role was rescue of bombed target city and the Hastings 

and Prince Edward regiment at that time, when I was CO 
had to, we did alot of work on it. We had to provide two 
mobile support columns of about 25C men and we were org

anized tank trucks with water and gas, our own petrol and 
clearly we would go up number 7 get to the north of Toronto,
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A: northwest of Toronto and come in with the wind and hopefully

to rescue people. This was one of the functions they had, 
and to direct traffic and whatever else. So, this is the re

lationship, if that's what you mean, between the Hastings and 

Prince Edward regiment and the emergency measures programme 
in relation, in respect to war emergency, a nuclear emergency. 

This is perhaps how I became involved because in my jobs as 
commanding officer I had to become familiar with this role 

and I went to the Emergency Measures College in Amproir 
and took a course on staff work in connection with nuclear 

war and a number of our people, a great number of our people 

practically everybody took a course of some type or another, 
all the wa.y from using radiological equipment, monitoring, 
detecting, clensing, all the operations that would be asscoiated 
with evacuation operations, that would be connected with nuc
lear war.

D: If a bomb did hit this area ... the fallout is 200 miles?
A: Could be 300 miles, could be 300 miles downwind of where

a 5 megaton ground explosion took place.

D: Would you really be able to do that much? In a nuclear

explosion ... I understand that if a nuclear bomb was ever 
dropped that's it.

A;- Oh ya. Where the bomb lands, really for five miles around 

for all intent purpose everybody's dead, but if nobody under

stands about the protection from fallout and you can't see 

radioactivity and they continue to walk about as they nor
mally do, downwind in the fallout areaY, they'll die.
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A: Or become serious casualties and we’ll have to waste

time and effort and money trying to take care of the 

idiots. But, if they know what to do and there are 
simple steps, they can protect themselves. Not every

body, but you can reduce your casualties by even percent.
R: What are the simple steps’

A: The simple steps are to take shelter and this means to

get as heavy mats and weights between you and the out
side as you can. In other words if you're down in your 

basement, that’s better than being in your attic and if 
you have three foot of ground over you that’s better 

than six inches and so on. That's one of the things 

and of course anything has to have water so you can 

survive. The other thing is to know what the ...

to have a battery operated radio so you can find out 

what's going on. The simple steps are 11 steps to 

survival and there's a pamphlet that we'd like to 
have in every single home in Canada.

R: Some individuals, still are, who sort of undertook

fairly elaborate protection plans for their own family 
I guess this is something becoming more popular more 

recently with people buying a years supply of food and 

shotguns to keep their neightbors away. One particular 

article about a family who did build ... actually did 

build a bomb shelter. The Tolbers family? Has this 
traditionally be popular in this area9
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A; No. It wasn't a bomb shelter,

Inhere is a difference. A bomb

tect yourself from atomic bomb You can protect your-»

self from a shell fairly easy. But an atomic bomb, if

it lands on you, unless you’re a mile down the ground

with alot of extra percussion, protection, you’re not

going to survive. But a fallout shelter, it was never

popular because we understand it and a nuclear wardon ’ t

is very unpleasant and the other thing is they had to do

it theirselves and in. Canada we don •t like to do things
for ourselves. We like to protest, but we don’t anything
that cause a little flesh and blood and sweat and work.
So, when the government didn’t come around and build fall
out shelters or provide taxes or something, a tax rebate,

t prosperours and everybody would say well

that was 20 years ago and we were right and the government 
was wrong. I wouldn’t say we were right, I’d say we were 

lucky because the fact is today there are more nuclear

weapons. There are more countries that have them or have
had them and access to them. There are bigger andbetter 

systems that deliver them. You know, that is one pro

jectile going off within and then from it goes up to three, 

up to five, atomic weapons and the incident of friction 

between nations and is growing by leaps and bounds every 

day. It's pretty ridiculus to say there is no possibility 

of a nuclear war. We can honestly say we don't want it, 

it's inhumane, it's wrong, it should never happen, I'm 

against it. But let’s not say it's not going to hppen



ANGUS DUFFY PAGE 13

A- because I think that’s a pretty ridicuius statement. So,
getting back to the fallout shelter. The government is

not wrong and you know, in this day and age, I would sug-
gest that If I were building a home I would provide a

into a fallout shelter and you

always use it was a fruit cellar, it makes an excellant

fruit cellar. The other point .is that, because it isn't

prosperous doesn't make it wrong. It isn't prosoperous

because we don’t like that
understandit. Most of the

reporting on the nuclear bit is by people who haven’t any

of it at all . And they come but, you know,

they will tell you, down wind three hundred miles, you

very likely have the impression, as most people have,

megaton bomb and it’s a ground explosion and the wind
and atmosphersic pressure conditions are right it is
possible that somebody three hundred mites downwind

might be afffected by the fallout, adversiblv, he mightv.> u / 1/ / CD

fact and most people believe that in that interval

everything will die. Leaves will fall off the trees,
the fish will die, you can’t drink the water and every-

th in g wi1J. die.

' t

thing and that’s utter nonsence. Nothing could be fur

ther from the truth, but you know, that kind of catcheds 

the imagination. That confirms our confirms our saying:

Well I’m not going to do anything about it because it’s
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A: useless. And the thing that really hurts me, makes me cry

and makes me want to punch them in the nose is these idiots 

who say I would take my coat off and stand with my bare chest 
in the fallout, T don’t want to live. And that would be the 
idiot that would cry and plead and would do everything and 

would take advantage of everybody elses shelter and prepar
ation and would be more trouble than all the other people put 

together, because we’ve seen them during the last war. These 

people that say that sort of thing ’cause the fact is it’s human 

nature. You want to live, the closer you come to death, the more 

you want to live. Sit here on a nice bright, sunny day like this 
and, you know, and you say, oh  don’t care I gotta die, but you 

get close to it and you don’t want to die really and that idiot 

would be a real nuisance and will be the other idiots who say, 

you know ... However, it’s not a popular subject and it’s a ter

rible thing for me to say things like that, but it’s the God 
truth.

R: I think I’d better change the tape.

A: Ya, I’ve been talking all. over the place.

R: It’s better I think to sort of talk around, the subject and

afterwards get the information. I wonder if you could answer 

a question now about the role of particular groups in an emer- 
ga.»cy. You’ve mentioned the amateur radio club . ..

A: The amateur radio clubs have been famous for a long, long time

and their provision of communication ina disaster situation and 

you have many examples throughout the world because they have a 
particular lisence and they re particularly well qualified
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and it's usually the amateurs who have a disaster down in South Amer

ica and all the communications knocked out, it’s usually an amateur
that gets out and so they have this long sending operation or long 

standing recognition. However, there are other radio organizations 
particularly the general radio service club, like the tri-county 

club from this area, the twelve watt out club, and their are others 

who render a great service. The amateurs have a .long range capability 

and of great distances and this is why to get this first batch of 

publicity because very usually a person who passes the news a great 
distance about an aircraft being down or something. But the GRS 

people that would provide the short range communication, you know 
like I described for river floods and that type of thing. From here 

to the hospital andto the radio station. Here to the search and res
cue and this sort of thing.

R: Are these professional groups9

A: No. They’re ... amateur radio people have a special lisence, and

amateur kind of visualized, but they’re not, they’re fairly tech-
nically, very high quality people. They have to take a very rigid
course. They even have to operate a key that is sending Morse Code.
But the GRS on the otherhand, because they do not have experimental
frequencies then they have not the same stringent regualtions. But

works with Quinte EMO on emergency operation has to be

qualified as a. restricted radio operator.

government that we run the course and. the

So the'amateurs do play a role as do the

govenment sends exams.

GRS clubs now which is just
R • ’That about the fire department9

A: Well, of course fire and police all have a rale as do our hospitals
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A: in any emergency. This is their normal function and we have to,

we use the term emergency on the government level, but we really 

mean, what T'm talking about is a disaster; a war, a Juuclear dis
aster, and the other type of disaster is a peacetime disaster and. 
that is when you ... we define a peacetime disaster as an impending 

or a situation or an impending situation which that requires a con
trolled or a co-ordinated operation to use all the resources of the 

municipalities to overcome the difficulty and this does not means the 
normal operation. For instance, two or three buildings on fire down 
town is a fire assisted matter assisted by the police. But, if we 
have an explosion down town and we have five buildings on fire and 

we have to evacuate a part of the town because of threat of further

explosions or gas mains blowing up and have to redirect traffic, then 

this becomes a disaster. So, a disaster is defined a thing that re

quires a co-ordinated response from the, using all your resources.

R* The militia, I think we’ve discussed ...

A: Ya. The militia can be called on, but you have to keep in mind that
the armed service, and the militia is part of the armed service, if 

it’s to be used in a disaster situation, the authority has got it be 

requested and approved and there’s a chain of command. For instance, 
if the mayor of Bel'eville wanted to use the militia, ishe has to go 

through the attorney general, the attorney general goes to the senior 
officer commanding Ontario and says may we have so many men for a 

certain period of time do do a certain thing because of critical sit
uation we have. Then the authority comes back. So, it’s not freely 
or easily given or obtained. Now, the armed services on the other 

hand have a tradition in Canada of supporting the civilian author

ities. But, there are always catches. One of them is obtaining the
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A: permission. It takes time. For instance, an aircraft crash down

town here would take alot of time. Now, I think what would happen

work and then they'd get
authority afterwards. Certainly if it were a military aircraft.

CFP Trenton have an automatic drill and would be at the disposal of
th e . .. Thi.s is an automatic thing because it’s a military aircraft.

D:

A:

But they would
i n Bel.1 evilie.

field in which

come under the control of the civilian authori.ti.es

Whereas, if it was a CFB Trenton or even in an open
no civilians were involved then the airforce would be

The hydro and the utilities ... What are their roles?
Well of course, they have thei.r emergency roles all the time. That

/ ■

is they have an emergency plan and. they must because the very nature

service, they must go. But there again in a dis-

aster type operation, their’s is to re-establish this service on

a priority basis set by the mayor or reeve or the senior elected per-

son. present. That’s their job. Not on their priori, t jus but on the
priorities decided by the senior elected person. Now, the senior

elected person is going to seek the advice, of course, of the hydro,J- 1 / / / </ /

and so, because they’re the experts and this applies equally to
telephone.

R: You mentioned one purpose of the schools; being used in case of flood
the schools serve any other purpose in a

disaster9

aA: Well, in Quinte area, we visualize the schools as being used as
welfare centers, we call them welfare centers, that generally describes
their function. Also as operational centers in any disaster because

population and

authori.ti.es
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A • they’re large plan.~lfhe teachers, as an example, are by proffession

leaders and they're conditioned to handling large groups of people
you known I think a person that can handle 30children all day for
six or ei ght hours, is a pretty good leader and you see some people

1 11 get the localchurch group to go in and then the

school. But they don’t know where to turn on the
open to doors and this sort of thing chain of com-
mand. established by the schools. You ve already got it there. So,?

we would, plan to use the schools i n a
welfare like center where people go for information, assistance;
instructions, or as operational headquarters and we have an agree-

ment with the schools authorities that this could be done, if a

R:

if the children are in the school, the first priority is

They are evacuated from the school to

son you couldn't evacuate the

priority, use of that school,

the children

school,

There are two individuals who have
have come un in our research. One

give us a background on these

their home, but if

the children would

understood.

been i nvolved ... and

for

get

some rea

the first

their names

is General Worthington. Could you
people9

A: Well, General Worthington was famous Canadian general during thea

war. He had a great deal to do with developing the tank corps
capability of the Canadian army and after the war it was decided

that we had to have a civil, defence organization. He was the first
director of it. He did a research on it and he was the firstddirector

of civil defence. 1 think that was it, he was the head of it then 

and it was under his leadership that the Snergency Measures College 

was established and a format was established for civil defence
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A: throughout Canada to deal with the nuclear. Up ’til that time civil

defence meant dealing with airplanes dropping bombs or the normal 

war. But General Worthington, that was the beginning of civil defence 

as it applied to nuclear war, which was an entirely different con

cept.
R: There was a civil defence committee in Belleville. Was that the

forerunner of the EMO?

A: That's right. They had a civil defence committee and Harold Seldon
was the director at one time and then when I was on council in 1946 

to 1954 we had an emergency measures organization that Belleville 
supported. As a matter of fact, Mr. Potter, Dick Potter, who after 
he was mayor of Belleville, he was chairman, or director of Belleville 

civil defence, and Ken Wilcox was, and Arnold Duke, and various other 

people. So, Belleville has continuously, and it runs hot and cold, 

has pretty well had a civil defence organization. There were a rreat 

number of other people who have gone to Arnprior and taken courges 

there, Mrs. Ashley, George Whitman, Brian Humphrey, so you know, 

dozens, dozens.

R: Who was George Whitman anyways?

A: George Whitman, was, he was the welfare officer for Belleville and ..,

Well it was a combination of welfare, at that time welfare and 

health officer, strange enough. But anyway, he was also our civil 

defence director for Belleville for quite some time.

R: Were these people fulltimes?

A: No, they were all volunteers. Twas the, I am the first fulltime

co—ordinater and it was sometime in 19 ••• not sure, I think about 

I960, the provincial and federal government were making a real effort 

to get every municipalities organized and at that time the mayor of
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A: Belleville, Matt Keg and the warden of Hastings County Harley,

oh isn’t that awful ... and several others, the mayor of Trenton 

and the warden of Prince Edward County, had several meetings to 
and the decision was that each municipality couldn’t find afford 

a co-ordinater so they’d all go together and form the Quinte area 

and it would be more economical and the other things is disaster 
planning you know. You can't work in isolation. If you have a 

grouping of municipalities and they work on a common basis then 
you’re very strong. You have alot of resources, but for a munici

pality to work all by itself, it’s not too effective, it’s better 
than nothing, but it’s not too effective. So, for these two reasons

because it’s better to have a group of communities together and bec

ause it’s more economical, they decided to go together and form 

Quinte area and they hired a fulltime co-ordinator, and that was in 
1962.

D: When the EMO ...

A: Harley Hamilton was the Wardens name, a good friend of mine.

D: When the EMO started it was Hastings County, Prince Edward, Lennox

and Addington. Why didn't Lennox and Addington join9

A: Now Lennox and Addington never participated in the discussions and

were never involved, if they were,,.they were asked if they wanted to 

join, but they were never part of our organization. They, to my 

knowledge never took part in any of the discussions.

R: We're kind of jumping around here a bit, but the next question I’d.

like to ask you is about something called a river watch. Could you

explain this? This is, understand basically, watching the river for 

any possible flooding.
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A: Ya. River watching goes on, officially in a plan, there’s a river

watching system and this is controlled by the conservation author

ity. But, in the flood periods and strangely enough our’s is very 

often January because the fragile ice and other factors, in January 

thaw or February. So, we have a river watching sort of system right 

with in the town and what it amounts to, if I think there’s a pro

blem, might be, I ask the chief of police to have his constables 
just to keep an extra eye on the river and if they see, for instance 

it comes up three foot they will notify me, I will go down and take 
a look at it. If I think it’s critical, then I will call on the city 

engineer and he ... very often we discuss the decision is whether or 

not to dig out the ice at the river mouth so that the fragile ice will 
be released and wi11 not back up and flood the downtown area. That’s 
kind of the river watching that goes on all the time and we see quite 

a bit of it in the paper because it’s the only visable thine- of what 

we’re, doing at that time towards the emergency measure act. But it’s 
sometimes quite critical, you know. I’ve seen the water come up, 

I think it was six feet in forty minutes, oh, several years ago and 

the chairman of the conservation authority and myself and the engin

eers took the footbridge and you know, said do we close the down town 

or do we say go. We asked the police to have people move their cars 
out of the parking area and they did so and they had. to get the trucks 

even down, the tow trucks and. I looked around the one car left and I 

said what idiot left his car there, because the water was about that 

high un on us, it was mine and I forgot about it.
D: Speaking about the floods, corid you tell us something about the floods

in the 30's?
A: Well, Belleville has a history of flooding, I have a whole thing on
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i t. But,A: you know, way back in the 1800. But 1936 there was a real
flood. I

excess of maybe 250,000damage, dollars worth of damage done; but act-
ually that similar condition now would amount to millions and the
downtown, area Colman, Front, Pinnacle, part of Church Street, Cedar

thick in fact there's a picture in the paper, I think it came in the

R:

back door of the Queen’s Hotel

would be a. tremendous lost at

plan, but they did react,

were very fortunate, when
of volunteers come for it

and they let it out the front. There

there have been lives lost. But this

this time. The cost of things nowand

you know and did a good job. In Canada we
a disaster happened there’s a great number

to assist, but the point is unless they have

some knowledge or training they are ouite often more problem then theyl~> t—> <J j. X J

are useful unless they have a particular skill or have a particularu .L .1.

capability to adapt to the kind of pressures you work under
anyway 36

Okay, now

know Hu.rri

But
was the first big flood in Belleville
th at

cane
we're on. the background area, I’d like to ask ... I

Hazel hit Toronto pretty seriously. Did it affect
Belleville?

A: No. It didn’t affect Belleville. As a matter of fact, I was in the
militia and we were on a weekend exercise in Kingston. We got these
reports

over the place. But there was, to my knowledge, no major damage other

than some lines down, limbs down and things like that in this area.

We were not affected by it.

R: Is this area, basically in danger of hurricanes? Is that a pot-

en.ti.al problem in this area?
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A: As a matter of fact, this is one of the nicest areas to live in, in

the whole of Canada as far as potential or a history of disaster. 

Now yon take the Windsor area. They have a tremendous threat, part

icularly at this time of year from winds. They get heavy snow in the 
London and Windsor area. East of us towards Quebec, they have a 

long history of earth slides and earthquakes. Right here, we’re 

blessed many times. We seem to be out of, very rarely, we once in 

a while we have a quick little burst of wi.nd as they had in Brighton, 

as they had in Tweed, last year and. as happened up around Coe Hill. 

But we are very fortunate here.  We don’t have a history of really 

heavy snowfall. We don't have a history hurricanes. We don’t have 
a history of earthquakes and our temperature is moderate compared to 

most areas so we’re very lucky. The only threat we have around here 

is the potential flood threat from the river and of course for the 
air station because we have a very large number of flights in and 

out of CFB and the flight plan comes in. over Belleville and goes out 

over Trenton and of course this is the danger period in flying as you 

know and we’ve been very lucky. The men who fly down there are ex

tremely skillful and the other thing is their runway is lined up to 

avoid the population. If you look at, the approach to it sort of 

comes in off the 401 and it takes out over the Bay and across the 
other side, if we’re lucky.

R: Something that always interested me about the Quinte EMO was that

it did have the whole county of Hastings involved and Hastings 

County is such a long thing; it goes so far north. How do you cope 

with that in your organization, since it does include such a long

area9
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A: Ya. It’s very difficult. It’s a very large area, as a matter of fact,

it’s what, 2,000 square miles. So, it’s a very large area with only 

a population of 140 in the Quinte area and getting up north is dif-

our basic principle to teach However, you must remember thaticult.

Quinte

our big radioandarea. Now, we have a big radio set set is not here,
it's in for repairs and we just got a 15 watt set but we have a 60

watt set that's here and we have one in Bancroft and this give com

munication back and forth. They also have a nortable mobile set in 

Bancroft. So, this is our communi.cation. We're not satisfied with 

it, but it is very di.fficu.lt and I often .feel I don't get my job done 

and you know, I try and I think I put in more hours, well I know I 

put in alot more hours than anybody else does ... most people do in 

this business. As an example; I've never been away on a holiday week

end out of the Quinte area, never in 12 years, Christmas or anything.

I never go away on a holiday weekend because that is always critical
time. That's when most of your officials are apt to be away and if
you’re going to have a disaster, it's always 5’30 on Friday night,
when everybody's halfway home and halfway from the office. This is,
we people in this business have sort of a theory. Every Tuesday 

night, for over 11 years, I have been in this office unless I'm

doing emergency measures work someplace. So, this is the kind of

routine we've set up. At no time is my secretary br myself on 
holidays or away. So, we try to give this coverage but really each 

municipality must have it's own plan and must be prepared to stand 

on it's own feet and this is the principle and this is very important 
because you see if something happens in Bancroft if we had. 50 trucks 
loaded with everything you might need, it would be 2 hours before we

di.fficu.lt
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A •
its could get to Bancroft. Now we say, well we can jump in our car and

we can be in Bancroft at 70 miles we could be there in an hour. Not,
so because you've got to get people to the truck. You
loaded. You got to get them on the road and you got a disaster. It’s
wind or rain or snow or extra traffic congestion or your telephones
are tied up So, you have to allow two hours. Well if the people
in Bancroft are lying under a rubb1e buiIding,
have to wait two hours for you to get there to rescue them, they’re
going to be long dead. Bancroft would have to be on its own and

Bancroft would have a plan and they intend to use it Bancroft is
very fortunate. They have a large group of lands and forest people
there, department of transportation and communication, hydro and a

R: I think there’s one last, I don’t think you could call it a kevJ
question, but one, oh . there's two sorry. First of all one thing
cities have to face quite regularly, I guess, are bomb threats. I

Bellevilie?

not always. Has this been problem fora

At We’ve had one that’s

As a matter of policy, you tyy not to publicize bomb threats because

No.

this is some bther idiot, or sick person another idea, particularly

this is a proven fact. So you try not to publicize them. But bomb

threats are a police matter. The police are strictly in control.

They may call, on the military. They may call on the civil authorities 

to, for instance, we have to evacuate six blocks. Well then that has 

authorized by the civil authorities, but the police are in control of

the bomb threats situation. They have special equipment and special
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A: training to deal with it. Everybody else just supports them.

R: There was an accident near the Quinte Mall May 1974 and alot of

medical isotopes were spilled and there was a picture of you with 

your little geiger counter testing people to make sure they weren’t 
radioactive. Can you tell us about that incident?

A: Ya. Well, there’s a great amount of radioactive material that’s

being transported through this area because it’s used for many 

things, as this stuff was for medical purposes. Now, the federal 

authorities and the provincial authorities, and the provincial level 

is the health matter and the provincial level is the atomic author

ities. They have systems of responding to emergencies involved with 
radioactive material. However, I have found with these senior levels

of government, and they’re at some distance and these things happen 

at crazy hours and so we have a disaster kit here and I am not qual

ified to handle it, you know, to recognize all types of radioactiv
ity because there’s maybe some isotopes. However, I can detect

gamma and other types of common radiation and all I was called in to
do was to ... wanted to see, to

was dangers so the police could close off the traffic or we could iso-
late it, isolate it quite often by just putting a vehicle between it
and the traffic or the people. And the other thing is alot of men,
or a number of men have been involved in transferring thi.s material
from one truck to another and then they realized there was radio
active sources on the truck and I used my instruments to check them
to make sure that they did not have radioactive material on them.

injured
have to

instrument can’t, you can ... the exrayed is you will, or
by radioactivity and an instrument can't detect it. You
go into a hospital where there is internal tests done. But,
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A: what these instruments do is detect ... In the matter I just men
tioned - on the provincial level, my superiors will say - you keep 

away from that thing, thattruck. It’s none of your business. You’re 

not trained or qualified, you don’t have the equipment to detect this. 

You know, that's alright to say in Toronto or Ottawa, but the fact is 

that I'm here and the authorities know that I've got this equipment 

and they do call on us and that's only one of several kinds of pro

blems. The requirement for this detecting equipment is growing 

daily. We must have, if they wash EMO out, somebody in this area 
must be qualified and competent to handle this equipment to do this

detecting. I would suggest the O.P.P. or local police so that they 
have this capability locally.

R: I hate to ask you this again and I think Rick has already asked you.
But I think in establishing background for the EMO, we should ask 
what is it, basically, that is putting the EMO in danger of folding9 

A: Basically, the thing is the danger, the cause of its folding is that
the grant systems, the agreements with which it was set up, are being 

broken by senior levels of government. Originally the agreement was; 

Mow I have copies of the bylaw, it said that the federal government 
would provide 75% of the money, the provincial government would pro
vide 15%, and the municipalities would, provide 10%. On this basis 

Quinte area emergency measures organization was organized and oper
ated. Then the federal government, over a year ago, reduced their 

grants. First of all five, six years ago they set alimit, a ceiling 

on ... Which meant, for instance, my equipment is being repaired.

Now, it’s over 12 years of age; it should be replaced. But, you can't 

replace anything. If I break that chair, I can repair it If I have 
some money in my budget. But I can't buy a new one. So, we're 

limited, and then over a year ago, so they limited the total amount.
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A: Then a year ago they cut their contribution from 75% to half of that.

Then the provincesaid we raise caine about it. We said you made an 

agreement and you’re welshing on. it. The federal government's rea

soning was that the nuclear threat was lessened and that therefore 
their reason for contributing 75% was because of the nuclear threat. 

So, the provincial government had a commision and investigated and 

the commisions report was that this was a viable programme and the 

federal government should continue to support the municipalities, and 

the provincial government, last October, said we will continue to 

support but this will be an ongoing programme and we will pick up 

the difference in grants from what the federal government's cut off.
Hurray, we’re still in business. We’re only paying 10%. Now we 
quite often, over the years, have contributed more than our 10% 

because we didn’t have enough money to operate on. So, what hap

pens then is the provincial government, though in the 7th. of April 
which is after the fiscal year has started - we normally work in a 

fiscal year - after we’ve gone to our municipalities, after the 

provincial government accept the limit - $24,000 - we went to the 

municipalities and got approval, ourcommittee did, for the budget of 
$24,000 some dollars and on the 7th. of April the provincial govern

ment came along and said we are going to get out of the business 

we will continue to support you until December. Now that's not even 

the end of the fiscal year, that’s the calendar year and so we’re 

caught out in that field because we’ve made our budgets up the mun

icipalities accept the budgets and. here they sprung this on us and 

you see, whathappened is that this means we can’t go until the 31 of 
December because my secretary and myself, in theory, are out of a 
job and we ... Ouinte area committments, you know there’s severence

pay. Now, what they have to pay us - we have to get holiday, which
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A: is a law and we’re entitled to so much sick leave. I don’t pay too

much attention, but I understand I have 200 and some days sick leave 
but I’m only allowed to accumulate, to be paid for 116. But, on an

18 ... the net result of this restriction by the provincial govern-
ment is we’re only allowed $18,000 to operate until the end of the

year. But to get rid of my secretary

R:

Quinte area $7,000

fold up on the first day of

employees Now, the

over half
August to

onsibility

the budget. So, we have to

meet our committments to our
provincial government, if thyy were intending

of providing 90$ of this

-'J dice, we’re not

So far they haven’t
cations. I am sure
time to move That

So, it's not really
they're cutting off

Ya. You know, they
the

I don’t think

severence pay and they’re welshing

going to do anything about it.

they’re fully aware of the impli
they’ll change their

s one of the reasons

the time.

minds.

off the funds it's just that

said literally the provincial government said at
to provi.de any more funds for

the cause of it is really that the federal
and provincial government I call it welshing on on agreement they

A •

I why ...

made. Now, they may have good reasons, like you know. Like for 

instance in many places EMO is not affected and you know, I make no 

bones about it. I’m not satisfied by my production. We have the

reputation of having as good an emergency organization as there is.

But I’m not satisfied, you know. I’m a hard person to work for and 

so there are alot of things wrong with the EMO.. If a car’s got a flat
tire, you don’t throw the car away, you get rid of the tire - fire

provi.de
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A .21 « some people Shake it off... but for any government, for the federal

or provincial government, and I'm amazed at 'em, and the munici.pie
government to o $rop this programme completely

function of government is to take care of people in a disaster time.

Now, the provincial government did make some airy, fairy statements  
about lead ministry. Tn other words this is how they're going to
assist the municipality north it
would be the lands and forest - I call them, they’ve got
a fancy name for it now. They would be in charge of any operation.
If southern Ontario,
or some other ministry, depend on. the circumstances. The only thing
is, this is just a theory that is ... hell. Tt's a way that the

provincial government have come to the assistance of the municipal-

ities. But it makes no provission for the main requirement of the
is a plan and certain other activities before the

disaster happens. This bandaid type of thing that governments used
If they came along after a disaster happens and

are all dead and they pat the local government on 

say, aren't we good fellows, we're going to give you
x. - amount of dollars and they have not provided the money so the

municipalities can develops proper plans is the worst kind of fakery

loss of property

tributes to this
they’re derelict

that it increases the suffering

in the time of disaster and anv

kind of a situation is going to

in their responsibilities. They

of the people and

government that con-
be right when I say

're selling the peo-
pie down the crick and I don't make no bones about it. We have been

the municipalities have

not carried their end of the weight, but they're still prepared to con-
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A: tinue, we still want to try and so do our municipalities. This was
proved by Trenton, ey. We have many people, municiple officials 

who think that emergency measures or disaster planning has nothing 

to do with them, and they're wrong. As I said in the beginning, 
if this is the way they think, they think they're going to stay home 

take care of themselves in a time of disaster and then let their 

municipalities go and take care of theirself, their wrong. They 

should be fired, amen. I'm. sorry, I talk too much.

R: Is there anything else you'd like to add to the record now.

A: Ho, and. I may sound like sour apples but I do not think that the

governments are going to do what they appear to be doing. I know 
that on the municiple level the EMO has had a terrific response now 

that it’s being cut out. I can't even begin to keep up with the call. 

I had five different meetings last week that I should have been at.

I couldn't make them all and T'm sure that the provincial government 
will rethink this, you know it's going to dawn on them, and I'm sure 

the federal government is going to rethink this because the day and 
age in which we live, you can't throw people to the dogs, e^. We're 

conditioned to the government doing things for us and. the things is 
the situation you know, it's a very unsettled world we live in. Not 

only from war but from insurection, rebellion. For instance, we have 

a paper here, what do we call it? Transportation, industrial, public 

utititles, emergencies and security. A paper I developed, nearly six 

years ago and I sent it to every municipality and every utility and 

every industry in the area. Last week there was five million dollars 

damage done in a riant down in Montreal . Had they had a paper like 
that, and had they gone down, had they prepared this little emergency 
plan. I can not positively say 'it'wouldn't have happened, but I 

would say there was a good 90?° of a chance that it would not have
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A: happened. So, you know, what I’m getting at then, is that I don’t
really believe that any level of government is going to drop this 

pro gramme. They may rename it. They may call it other things and. 
T know they’re going to spend -lot. more money. As an example, T'm 

sure the provincial government’s amazed st the money they’re going to 

have to pay to .store this equipment that is out with, the municipaliti.es 
that they are now drawing in, I think they’re going to find that it’s 

going to cost them more to .store the equipment than to maintain the 
programme as we had it. However, I sure that the programme or a sim

ilar type of programme must go on and will be intensified as time 

goes on because we’re in a pretty unsettled type of world and I’m 

jutt soryy after 12 years work, as far as I’m concerned, that T have 

to leave it in this unsettled state. I’m, you know, personally I’m 
happy to be finished, with my public duties because they started when 

I’m fifteen, but I would Tike to turn, this job over to some young 

person that, and it’s a poor, you know, part and parcel of a firm 

function of the government, need to go to three levels of government. 

As n example we did a, what we c lied a shelter survey throughout

Canada and it cost about four million dollars. We have completed 

our part of it here and we have all. the documents. They're sitting 
down there in a, underneath that desk. What do we do now, throw 

them away? Thia is literally what the provincial government say, 

were’re through, we don’t want anything to do with it, that’s it!

Do we throw them away? Well I'm not going to of course, that's what 

I have that big black box up there, I'm going to store the’ key things. 

So I'm optimistic that the, I know that the governments must continue 

I'm sorry that I have to leave this business in such an unsettled 

state, I like things to be neat and tidy. But I'm glad I did it and

municipaliti.es
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A: I'm almost glad that the tour duty is finished. Amen'.



EMO fate

in balance
Lt. Col. Angus Duffy, co-ordinator of the 

Quinte Area Emergency Measures Organ- 
ganization for the past 13 years, believes 
that government will be neglecting its 
primary function of protecting its people if 
it allows Emergency Measures Organ
izations to disband.

“In a disaster, an emergency plan is no 
good if it’s just on a piece of paper. It needs 
people with the necessary skills and ability 
to not only develop a plan but to cause it to 
be implemented in time of disaster. It 
requires people be trained and this is done 
in the form of exercises.” Col. Duffy told 
the Belleville Citizen.

“To believe that the mayor and the 
reeves will respond correctly in a disaster 
emergency, along with the health services 
and the social services and welfare and so 
on is utter nonsense, because they are just 
too busy with their normal day to day 
operations to be concerned with a disaster 
that may or may not happen.”

In 1962 the local E.M.O. was 
implemented, at the urging of the senior 
levels of government because of their 
concern about a potential nuclear disaster. 
Subsequent to that the emphasis became 
more on peace-time disaster. The potential 
of the latter is increasing at the rate of 
almost ten fold every month because of the 
complex technical society in which we live, 
said Col. Duffy.

“For example,” Col. Duffy said, “The 
amount of dangerous materials passing 
through the area both on the highways and 
by railroad would just shock you.”

The original formula for the E.M.O. 
consisted of the Federal government 
contributing 75%, the Provincial 15% and 
the municipalities the remaining 10%. A 
little more than a year ago, the federal 
government announced it was dropping its 
support to 35%. As a result, the province 
last October formed a commission to 
investigate the viability of the E.M.O. 
program. Their conclusion stated it was 
viable and necessary. And consequently 
they, the provincial government, would 
make up the difference in the loss of 
grants.

The Q.E.M.O. was given to understand 
the provincial government would give 
them, for this fiscal year, the amount of 
money they had last year, plus 10% to 
counteract inflation. But, on April 7, which 
was the seventh day of this fiscal year, the 

provincial government announced it was 
going to close the operation down by the 
end of the calendar year. They would only 
allow 75% of the last year’s grants for this 
fiscal year, plus the 10% for inflation.

The provincial government made no 
provision for severance pay. The Quinte 
area budget had to allow for severance and 
holiday pay to Col. Duffy and his secretary 
who has worked for the QEMO seven

Lt. Col. Angus Duffy
years. Thus they will have no money to 
continue the operation and would have to 
close out by August 7. At a meeting last 
week of the Q.E.M.O. executive, Col. 
Duffy offered to operate on a limited scale 
until the end of the calendar year using his 
severance pay as salary. The executive felt 
this would be asking too much of him.

The executive decided to ask their 
councils to provide more money so that Mr. 
Duffy could work from August to 
September and keep his severance pay 
intact.

The situation at present is indefinite. For 
instance, no one seems to know if the 
Federal grants of 35% passed down to the 
provincial governments are still available. 
Also, by way of example, the method of

Continued on Page 5
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EMO fate hanging in balance
Continued from Page 1

disposing of the Q.E.M.O. equipment has 
not been determined. Col. Duffy hopes it 
will go to where it will do the most good. 
For example, Q.E.M.O. communicators 
might be turned over to interested fire 
departments.

If the councils rescind their by-laws and 
withdraw from the program, 90% of the 
proceeds from the value of the equipment 
will go to the senior levels of government 
and the 10% to the municipalities.

When asked the main difficulty the 
Q.E.M.O. experienced over the years, Col. 
Duffy said “Public apathy.”

“This is like an insurance business,” he 

said. “People aren’t a bit interested until it 
(a disaster) happens. The fact is if the 
people in the Quinte area were a bit 
interested to put pressure on their 
government the government would react 
because that is how a democracy works.”

“There is no stirring speech or march 
that anyone could play that would cause 
people to get up in arms about this. That is 
not the kind of business we are in. It’s not 
like selling Coca-Cola when you say ‘buy 
Coke, buy Coke, buy Coke’ and people buy 
it. This is an ongoing, continuous, 
drudgery sort of a thing. There is no 
glamour, no glory, and very small pay in it. 

But I’m not complaining because I knew 
this when I did it.”

He said that, though he wasn’t satisfied 
with the success of the Q.E.M.O. over the 
13 years, the organization was considered 
to be one of the best of its kind in Ontario. 
The main reason for the Q.E.M.O. success 
he attributed to the many volunteer groups 
which had participated. He hopes and 
urges them to continue their emergency 
roles even if the Q.E.M.O. is disbanded.

One of the most important pamphlets the 
Q.E.M.O. has is The Eleven Steps To 
Survival. The EMO would like everyone 

to have one of these.
“We don’t care if you don’t read it,” 

Col. Duffy said. “Put it with the family 
Bible or insurance papers, but have one.”

“One of the materials the QEMO has 
to dispose of because of lack of storage 
area are pamphlets. He plans to distribute 
them to the various town councils so they 
will be available to the public when the 
Q.E.M.O. is no longer here. They are also 
available from the Federal E.M.O., Box 
5000, Provincial Headquarters, at Ben 
Bleecker Auditorium and the Corby 
Library.

Col, Angus Duffy has long career
Lt. Col. Angus Duffy was born in 

Trenton. At age 15 he joined the Hastings 
and Prince Edward regiment. Thirty-two 
years later, on May 7, 1962, he retired as 
its commander.

During World War Two, the regiment 
was involved in the Italian Campaign. 
Right now a man at the Regimental 
Museum is involved in doing research, 
collecting untold stories and anecdotes of 
the Hasty Pees during the days of World 
War wo. Col. Duffy has been interviewed 
by him. The research will eventually 
culminate in a book.

Returning home at the end of the war, he 
found himself speaking at the Legion Hall 
on the shortage of homes for returning 
veterans.

“It was critical at that time” he said.
Soldiers who had been away from their 

families for five years had no place to go. 
Some soldiers had to bunk in with their 
parents.

Col. Duffy soon became president of the 
Legion Branch, and the spokesman for 
veterans at city hall meetings. Then he 
became a member of city council. He 
served on council from 1946 to 1954, 

spending much time to see housing 
developed in three areas of the city.

Shortly after retiring from the regiment 
Col. Duffy became civil defence co-ordina- 
tor of the newly formed Quinte Area 
Emergency Measures Organization. He 
has held this position for the past 13 years. 
Now the Q.E.M.O. finds itself crippled by 
a lack of financial support at all levels of 
government. The program will likely, in 
consequence, phase itself out by the end of 
July.
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EMO should not 
be allowed to die

We share the concern of Lt. 
Col. Angus B. Duffy and many 
others that a cancellation of the 
Quinte Area Emergency Mea
sures Organization would be a 
severe blow to the municipal
ities it has served these past 13 
years.

The EMO has apparently 
fallen victim to an ancient 
disease known as public ap- 
athy-an illness which long has 
afflicted organizations concern
ed with the protection of the 
public.

Aside from the threat of 
nuclear attack, which prompted 
the ■ formation of Emergency 
Measures Organizations, Quin
te residents have ample evi
dence at hand that some overall 
organization to deal with emer
gency situations on a continuing 
basis is definitely required.

The twister that hit the village 
of Tweed last July and the 
tornado that ravaged the village 
of Brighton the previous July 
should leave no doubt in 
anyone’s mind of the very real 
need for a co-ordinating body 
able to react to such disasters.

In this matter, the federal 
government seems to have lost 
sight of its priorities. Drastic 
cuts in financial support have 
crippled the local EMO and 
threaten to force its disbanding.

Meanwhile, the prime minis
ter drives around in his new 
custom-made Cadillac.

Governments have an obli
gation to see that all reasonable 
measures are taken to assure the 
protection of the public. In this 
case, we feel someone in Ottawa 
had better revise his thinking.
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have requested memonam donations be 
m^dc to the Arthritis Society. McGLADE FU
NERAL HOME 396-2310,

 

COL ANGUS; B. DUFFY: Order of Canada, 
Order of Sv John, C.D., Hastings and 
Prince Edward Regiment; entered mto rest 
at the BellevilleGeneral Hospital on Sunday, 
October 25th, 1998. Col. Angus B. Duffy ot 
Bellevillehis 85th year. Son ol the late 
Ernest and Mary Duffy. Beloved husband of 
the late Helena M. Duffy (nee Betf). Dear 
txother of Nadme Empey of Trenton and 
Margaret Turpm ol St Catharines Prede
ceased by Erfoen Benson. Avon, Armond and 
Arnold Dully lovingly remembered by sev
eral meces and nephews. Fnends are mvaeo 
to calf at the BellevilleFuneral Home & 
Chapel 68 North Front St. Bellleville 
Wednesday from 2-4 and 7-9 p.m. Funeral 
Mass will be celebrated m St Joseph's 
Church (Victoria Ave Belleville on Thursday, 
October 29th, 1998 at 11 a,m. interment St. 
James Cemetery. As expressions of sympa
thy, donations to the Hastings and Prince Ed
ward Association Regimental Trust Fund or 
the BellevilleGeneral Hospital Foundation 
would be appreciated by the family, 
BELLEVILLE FUNERAL HOME & CHAPEL 
(968-5080),
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ANGUS B. DUFFY
Ont.

Angus Bennett Duffy of Belleville died Nov. 8,1998 at Belleville Gen-
> oral Hospital at the age of 84, after a lengthy illness. Angus was burled 

Xvith fUU military honours. Funeral arrangements were made by
•; Belleville Funeral Home and Chapel.
>; Born in Chipman, New Brunswick, educated in Trenton at St. 

: Peter’s School and Trenton High School, Angus was the son of the late 
Mary and Ernest Duffy. Angus was a member of St. Joseph’s Church in 

; Belleville.
• ■ Predeceased by his wife of 51 years. Helena Bell. Also by his sister 

•< Eileen Benson of Trenton and three brothers Avon, Armand and 
< Arnold. Sadly missed by his sisters Margaret Turpin of St. Catharines 
s ;and Nadine and Don Empey of Trenton. Loving uncle to 16 nieces and 
1; nephews and several great-nieces and nephews.
;•Angus was always active in sports such as skiing, tennis, golf, hock- 
1 ey, boxing and lawn bowling. He was a member of the Boy Scouts 
; which led him to Joining the non-permanent active Hastings and Prince 
» Edward Regiment at the age of 16. He represented the Regiment in 1937
> at the coronation of King George VI ana Queen Elizabeth. He enlisted
£ Sept. 2, 1939 as Company Sergeant Major with Hasty P permanent 
t ' . . . ___ ‘ ’_____“7". jf the Hastings
y and Prince Edward Regiment (the youngest R.S.M. ever in the Canadi- 
•J an Army). He remained as such until 1949 refusing any promotion so 

", he could stay with his. beloved regiment. After four years of Intensive 
:• training in England where his masterful leadership won the admira

tion of men ana officers alike, went on July 8, 1943 to Sicily, where he 

ment spearheaded the first Canadian Division. Angus was mentioned

being out of action for a few days he rejoined his beloved regiment. He 
landed in Italy, September 1943 until February 1944 when he was 
returned to England. He served with the 21st Army Group Headquar
ters in France and Belgium before returning to Canada in March 1945. 
He was discharged in 1945.

Angus operated Duffy’s City Service Station on Front Street for 17 
years (1946-1963). He ̂ immediately tookpart in Veteran's Affairs,

He was the leader in the forming in the Hastings and Prince Edward

• Edward Regiment at the age of 16. He represented the Regiment in 1937 
at the coronation ^>f King George VI ana Queen Elizabeth. He enlisted 
, ", "???_ ~___ ___________ - ..Hi- zi_ r __ ______

t force, proceeding to England December 1939 as R.S.M. "of the Hastings 
' " _ ' _ ■ in the Canadi

an Army). He remained as such until 1949 refusing any promotion so 
he could stay with his. beloved regiment. After four years of intensive 
training in England where his masterful leadership won the admira- 

J 
J obtained fame at the Battle of Assoro and Regulabute, where the Regl- 
£ ment spearheaded the first Canadian Division. Angus was mentioned 

in dispatches several times. Angus was wounded in Sicily but after

*• 
*• 
*• 
•»•* ___ _ _ ___ _ _ _____ ________ __ , w
w becoming President of Belleville Branch of Canadian Legion 99.

•” ...... • ‘ l._ ......
^Regimental Association which became the best of its kind, assisting the 
> children of the Hasty Ps who had been killed in action and has extend-

•»

__________ __________ _ __________ _ _______ ___ J* q.

ed its help over the years.
In 1946 he was elected as aiderman to Belleville Council. He took an 

active interest in the various Cadet Corps in the community and Girl 
Guides.

As aiderman he was instrumental in obtaining 200 war time houses
1 for the city. While chairing the Fire Department he replaced old equip- 
; ment and started a new fire hall and begun work on a second.
> He organized many Regimental reunions, Belleville’s Remembrance 
■I Day Services, and other special parades including the Santa Claus 
l; parades.

In 19-19 upon handing over his duties as R.S.M. in the reserve army
• he was made Lieutenant in the Regiment. In 1950 he was appointed 
i Scout Commissioner.
I Angus was president of the St. John Ambulance Belleville Branch
* and later made an officer of this order on the Board of Directors for the
• Salvation Army.

;*• In 1957 he founded the Hasty P Historical Collection.
* In 1958 Angus became Colonel of the Hastings and Prince Edward
1 Regiment. In 1958 the Regimental Colour was stolen from the Officer's 
; Mess. This flag listed the battle honours of the Regiment. As Colonel,
• Angus assumed full responsibility, and removed his regimental hat 
I badge promising not to replace it until the Colours were returned. They
* never were.
/ In 1962 he became E.M.O. co-ordinator for Hastings and Prince 
; Edward County. This branch soon became a model for other regions.

May of 1970 he was appointed to the Most Venerable Order of the 
Hospital of John of Jerusalem-C.D.

£ He was presented with a plaque from E.M.O. for outstanding service 
in 1975. . z

May 2, 1981 he received special recognition from the Ontario Gov- 
emment for his public service for v< ' 
Recreational Trail and Conservation

5 I.. -21Z „........ ... .......... ................ .............
* nizing him as an all around renowned citizen of peace and war. <’ — - ~ . . * . • - •   
J

Fellow.

J-in 1S75-I.—, -, .... ... .......... ...... ...... .... ........... ....
S emment for his public service for volunteer work for Qulnte Hastings 

In 1982 Angus was appointed a member of the order of Canada recog- 

» Trenton’s Scottish Irish Festival honoured Angus in 1995.
On Jan. 27,1997 the Rotary foundation made Col. Duffy a Paul Harris


