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21 Queen Ste S.Te €Ore of Queen and George
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-

Prasen’ owner- Miss Leona Riggs

Canstruchion = Brick

NDabe built- ¢ 1855 - .

®irst owner - John Bell .

Man Info- 1874~ shows two graperies - one along Queen east of house :
the otbher on the George St. Side ¢

DoHle"‘ }

360 John Bell¥s office was abt the corner of Bridge and Pinnacle
1889 John Bell Q.C. Solicitor G.7.R. - offlce N.E. cor. Bridge and
Front.
Ralleville Sun 18035~ John Bell was born in Ixeland 72 years ago(l823)
e was thu leading railway counsel in America. He died in 1905
"he G.T.R. started operation here in OCL. 27, 1856

Hastings Chronicle 1863 Aug. 5-

¥Mr. John Bell has added a very exbtensive Grapery to his
nremises, coverinsg an areas of UAD ., The supnpor e
are 21ivtical in form, having an Al5itvde of 14
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enbione =re 11 hy 40 o, It i=s shrongly and neatl: 1 :
w211l eoucled and braced with iron 2and wae construrted from 2 d=35ign
by ¥r. J. Forin -Cost 3600.

Int~rvisw- Fizg Alice Tazievr~ Johnn Bell was ¥iss Vszierte Opyandfather.

e Mad 7 dagshiers and one son He hajlht the dounrle Ynuae across
Miean 94, and his only son Jack 1ived in th@ cown@r hall with his
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wiia ﬁhwrjﬁti@ Masse Hlg daupghter rz, #RAndirer Thomosorn, mwanazer
epchant fo Runicl Ty
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throurh She nronewiy pezr whiech he 2ant a cov and s

The Ararine Toons wevre or L$he vasni slde wish s door trom

Arasing room ~7olne Arte theConservabtcery of Cravtery. On sthe east sid
ware the Library and the ZiLcheas o hio nouse was S371%ed i 1507
~ h 2 o >

irferviewe Mise Teona Floose Her father Leo Rigas o vensed houzse
in 1229 and bought A% in 1634, . Hor Grandfs by 1

to Bellevwille in 1081 from

vhich Joired thth the 1Eth Balttelicn Zapd.

Trey 2leo ha? a henifit concert for hin at

B200. He tanght violin althoueh his instrus

herd hadl 3 C”V?ﬁﬂﬁi of wniform ard gilver inao:

Tovrontsn SLhitawn, oob. ?.ﬁ c*@vtmﬂ swuslc store on Front She eelling
mlenos throughont Lhe country. "his would be arourd 1889, 26 awilitched
to =alling 7ord cnrs in lC ﬁ, o Finmacle 3t. just north of the Quinte
Fotel, In 1022 3,1 the ;ml‘“éz@:@ on the west side of Plonscle.

He ma Vavor in 1§w’ 18 son Leo made his sinelre debute st sze of

y vinnins 2 s&@lver cude. Leo had s muszcal career In the States,

ther came tn Canada vhen W.B, beeame 111 and took over the car business.



Desdqgnation Description
271 Queen Street
South-ecst corner of GCeorge Street
Lot p, Plan 332, a.k.a. part of Lot L, Plan 296

This red brick "Tuscan Uilla" was built by John Bedl, c. 1857.
John Bedd, Q.C., was a prominent citizen and sodicitor for the Grand
Taunk Railway. flembers of the Bedd [amily sodd the property in 7936
to re Leo B. Riggo.

The originagl house dncluded 25 lueen Street, and is a fine ex-
ample of the eclectic "Picturesque"” stylde of architecture, which 4in-
cduded nany edemnents and was made pooular through archiiects' pattezn
books quailable in Canada by the 1840's.

The Jtadianate Tower 4o over the entrance, but Ls cff-centre 4o
the plan of the whode building. The Jtalicnate 4o adso emphasdized in
the round-headed windows on thiee sides of the tower, the round-headed
entiance and west side doowways, and the scrodled binckets to the equeas
all around.

The originad 12-pane windows have fdat arches of brick and weire
ordginadly shuttered. The oriod window over the entrance was a dlater
change. The front and weost side verandohs were instadled probally in
the 1890's, with the verzandah posts and fretted brackets of the date
Uictorian faohion. About 1890 a portico was ezected over the front
entrance, with Classicald details incduding a biracketed pediment, and
a hendsome doorcase with side pilasters and a round arched fanlight of
red stadined glass.

The house was divdided 4into two dwedlings in 1907, and a Awo-
storey brick wing added to the rear of the west bdock, now 27 Queen
Street. Interion changes were made at this time and sulbseguentdy.

The block-wide originald lot contadined shrublery and trees
placed to enhance the "plcturesgue’ effect, a prospect still dedight-
fud today.
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Bell-Higgs House
21 Queen St.

John Bell, solicitor for the Grand Trunk Railway, which was
completed through Belleville in 1856, built this home around
1855. According to an article in the Belleville Sun, Mr. Bell
was the leading railway counsel for America. His office was
at the corner of Bridge and Pinnacle Street. The design of the
house might have been taken directly from Andrew Jackson
Downing's "Designs. for Cottage Residences" of 1852, Outwardly

the appearance is unchanged. This is one of Belleville's finest

examplesof the popular Tuscan Villa with the off centre Italianate

tower. The Riggs family, who lived in the home in the early
1930's, became well known in Belleville as early as‘1881 when
W.B. Riggs came from the U.S, to lead the 0Oddfellow's Band.

He opened a music store on Front Street about 1888, selling
pianos throughout the area, then making a big switch in 1914

to selling Ford automobiles. Mr. Bell built the double house
across the street for two of his children. His son, R.J. Bell,
Notary Public, lived in the cormer half., His daughter, Mathilda
Jane, wife of Andrew Thompson, manager of the Merchants Bank,
lived at 32 Queen Street. This is an interesting example of

a double house built almost 100 years ago.
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John Bell, Q.C.

ANADA does not uumber among Ler citizens a
man of whose record she has bettes Teasol to be
proud than My, Johu Bell, .0, solicitor
for the Grand Trunk Ruilway of Canudu, solicitor for
the county of Hustings, and solicitor for the local
offices of the Bunk of Mop-

j treal und the Merchanrs?
' Bunk of Canadu, and also
a member of the Benohers
5 of the Luw Sodjety. He
3 ”“"‘* T wits Lorn in Stralane,

4 Tyromne, Treland,  about
‘:\i - ’ seventy-two  yeu 1:\‘13{:0
' ' When a very young lad be
cawe with Lis parents to

AT T New York, and eventually
r AN settled in Canudu. . IFrom

: : an early age he gave grewt
promise us a student, and
Yater ou the Lent of his in-
tellect soon received recognition in the study of law,
for which he showed the greatest aptitude. He bLegan
his luw studies in Keniptville, near Perth, afterwards
studying in Toronto with the present Chief Justice
Huggarty of the Court of Appeal,ulso with Hon.George
Crawford, late Lieut.-Governor of Ontario. After

'
1

I, JoOnN BELL, Q.C.-

graduating in law le came to Belleville and formed a

partuership with the late Hon. John Ross, and about
that time was  appointed solicitor for the Grand
Trank Ruailway, or what was then the Grand
Trunk, for the system was very much in its in-
faney at that period.” From that duy to this Mr.
John Bell Las virtually been the guiding Land
of all the Grand Trunk corporation’s legal Lusiness,
and not only lias e successfully coped with the com-
puny’s individual business, but he has framed and
agsisted in the enacument of nearly all of Canada's
railway laws. Tor years he has been recognized as
the leading railway counsel in America, and, in fact. it
hasbeen claimed thatfew in England, the eradle of rail-

" ways andrailway laws, can equal him in railway legal

erudition. An incident oceurred, which well bears out
this assertion, while iu Fugland on one of Lis trips in
Jhe interests of the railway, when a supposed hypo-
thetical knotty problemn invelving some very nice poiuts
in railway law and subtle reasouing, was subimnitted
to him for his opinion, witlh which several distinguish-
ed Englisl counsel difered, however, It subse-
y witdy proved it the supposed hypothetical gues-
ton wasa veal one and it was decided Ly « beneh of
British judges in saccordance with the opinion ex-
pressed  months before by the colonial luwyer,
Scarcely u better example of Mr. Bell's acumen and
thorough knowledge of railway law coull be counceived
than this.  What wonder that & man who could thus
distinguish himself is admitted to stand in the front
runk of the bar of not only this country but America
as well.  Mr. Bell has v mnilitary record, having heen
a mujor in the Toronto Grand Trunk Artillery Bri-
gade and went Lo the front at the time of the famous
Feninn raid. He still retains his rank. Although
My, Bell is essentially a public man, yet he Joves his
home and enjoys nothing more than the companion-
ship of his family around Lis own fireside. He is
a member of St. Andrew’s church, in which he is
known as one of its most liberal supporters. lIna
word he is & man of whom Canada is proud, whose
services have been of hestimable value to the Jand he
‘lives in, and the compuny he has for so DIANY yeuars
represented, being withal a plain, genial gentivinan
in conversution, and one who never advises useless
litigation, preferring to settle 2 case when the princi-
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