
- 21 Qtt*ell 51;. S.rj' cofr (rf Olleerl end George
{,U L.r, - llvtg Pk:.n* {J.U".t

P're*en'l; ogtrler- l{1ss; L,notlFr Rlggs

C*ns!;ructlon - R'i:tck

nn.fe br:11'b- C L855

Ftrsf, owtl€f - Joi:n Bell

";j

I{s.p fnfo- }8?+- shor{s tt+o graper$es - one along Queen esrsb
the other on bhe George -Qb" Slde

of house

D"I{.C'-
1$60 John tselJ-ss offlce';.ias ai; the corner of Brldge and Ptnnacle
188g Jotin EelL Q.C. Soilcltor G.il.R. offlce I'i.H. coro Brldge and

Front.
B.rlLevil-Le 5':n 1895*.Iohn Bell-'oi'?s born ln l::el,nnc] 12 ye*ts aqc(1823)

Iie w::rs the I-enClng ralf io,'ny-ci:rursel lfi fi:4erlca. I{e rlted ln 1905
The G,']'.H.. starleri oporat-lron here ln OCl;. W, 1.e56

1..1r" .j'*hn tlr:l-]. has s*i:e,i a rreif exlen,:5-ve,lr'*p€r'y ta hi* eii"gl-b1e
irr*-"'t!seq* cove::tng r-n at'eir. of 4l+0 ft* 'lire supporbs rire of tron, anrl
el?tr ll. L':t 1c:11 i-n f r:rrt. ftr111.n1 r:ii "l.l l.'i;:"r.1e of l"'], ft " 'nhe *rcr:.nn C tn-
errbl.rr:r :,;yc f,1 h; 1,tr f L. Ii i-q s:.ronrri-;,' inri n*af 1.;; lrr:r-1lr hoinr:
x.;l-l c*u01*11 l*nrl 'arr-rceC liLuh l-:ron ranC yr,i.s ca:n$;;yttryie.l fr:on a ri*slgn
h;.i i1r, J" Forltr -Cosr.i: i:tio0"

J,ri'n7,11 '! e".-- T:"1:i ! {l-1ee I qzlc-r:- Jchn 13^'l 1- 1.:t?': i'rl ts l.troi..T[: ti]ai.l faiher.
'ilo !r?4 ?'l .rrt:g!1 l;ors elrt',t r);,t€'sen;le f,rl 1l-f ble iiOtihl ., !'.lltj::F ilel:,oaS
Qlrr'*n 3i," srnd hi!s onlll r.ron Jn.ck f i'verl irt bhe coz'nor haif r^11-;h hls
i.:i, t.r f-'lr.-r7l .)1;l,e' 4l-a.rs. iTls ,lr''1lllrhlry lrt-:.r, .*hi,:r'j }1o:r 1!'i:*qpgr;g" lr1:.n:t..re!'
.-.rr 'i-ra.! r''oy';.!1,r41; t ir 'F.i"''1't, 'l "i_ii..,i g\ ',\', ilr.l4ry1 i',';yq'c>.r,. ijay ;1.-i1ic: r,;,r;3
!,'!i;i-, 114{ri'fr1vtao 1!.e C, ;rC!'r hni_'+r" ?.|. .";ho-, lj,q'i'l- i.lr-"fir).af-":f 1t, nl'v: i).:iT-, Of
l;.'rc. lq:'r,{.'g.gr;6,!r :ll-r):1t-tTr; j,r A; ?}( j,r1i i :-r St. . srl'1 ;,.1'o ',. 1;.1r ',,,.: :iLi",",:;,:,l ,'t-infltll8!
a;;nv.1':-h 1Y.^ :1TO-:,r1^;:' i!4t) }^ ;.;htCh ho lreAi F- CO1: ;t-fl{l I,Lf. ri.aJ sc!.
'rln6 rlr^1gryJ.1ig:::,1r.)l-la:^irJl.+,)?-| 1;L'r' t.:Asii Slqie ".:i.;i'i:i riCO..,t'r.,.}'r':,h,o f.':'.COf}r1 .

i1^1,.r!nn TCfli .rt1n- J"t.t,: itraf 6yicr"TV.l.i;tl:li ::f .l:".1 -:)3f.."I . .lft ..l,iry ptsi gld e
r":crp f he L1.b:''r:r-y encl i;i'iri ;ti-'-th':trs . ''ht itot.t-;l. "i;'tifi ,' i"-;'i.l erl lti lt]]7.

T.&r-, lte:,:- !"1S. 1,c:nrr itz,:'':- li-r-. flilhef. I,oO i-ia,:c * '(-oi .rltil ;]re fiCUSe
lir 1-1,?$ rnrl t r.rt:r:.!r [, 1t i r, yct]{;" . H:r' Gy:*nrl }oi.r;ii+-., :,,o i:o -i' 

j-lt,q:j cr,;r1e
tc E<.ll e*rl.ll-l,o l.n l-f P't- f::crq lilsccn::or: lo l-eaif ii,,-': Lirii F,.11,:','t:: ll:;:rd
'l.J'r,telr Jllr.c.l r;\i,)r |;lrn 'l rlh Bp.t{;rrlitn l?:inrl.. Hr -r{',s :r.t:i-{i ':i,CC. :j.:/ear"
Tl^t.y.r:J.:6 5tl,i t hr'.nti1o; ccrr-roelf fCr: h|r 11t; iqiilc]r i'e',.t'rir :-,-r-lriii',:eed
,*lll. l]r-'lrlliEhl, vic'i. ln r.1 il.cIr'\ i:1r: l-ng!;y'r-r,r.:i:,t't'n'rra$; oiJror,':r;. ,i--: ,,r

bnrld hn-11 :, el,r.r-gF::i *f tin 1.ft,';:m I'f ii r- lJ-t;el' insl;'i-u?'tiani;rrG i'}'ie.t, ,.;la jeil ln
TOa'Dn?$ f)1;9111f1 , r,e'1;, '.1.'r. ca;511!.rri} 1-rt'.;e1-C sll::e On F1..-onL .tL. soLllng
ririios t,]"rotlg!^ror,1r,, :;l-c'eou:'ti;T;i. "l'is -'ii.Ll11 i;'e:r.-r-.3unrl 1ti8?" :,{-: s:tli;ehed
bo "e1'l 1nr" ?cl:rl ctil's lin l-q1ti r r)!r :r1nni:.cl-r: t:lt. jusb nolbh oi Lhe g_uinte
irl; nl- , In l-i-i ?: ',i. Ro hulLli; Llrc l:ilr.€lp:€) on i;he t;pst, s: J-,:J e af F,i-nnu.c1e,

,li o :'innln.r a sd;1ver ellr)O L,eo h:rrJ r] t.usica,l. orif.r'ey. ln .Lh* tf e!(,sr
1;he+n citlnPr.t rr C5lnttlE. 1-i1€n I'l"B. bocario tl-l- and icrri< over bhe c.q.:: buslnesso
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e a-czl p't-L? L
27 ,:lueera SLaeeL

So u,tlt:gqa.L c.a a*sr! o N-_1eo +?.e_ SLzee*.

{oL_8, P}-on 332, a,k-._a., &g,yL a-{- fa| Lr_?,/a.n_299

Tl>La aed LtaicL "Ttraca.n lJiil-a! waa bwLL,L by ]afur. llel,L, c. 1857.
fohn Be./-L, 0.C. t ttte+ G" p'Lo{L*renL ei}i7en and aa}.ie.i,Lon- {oz the $mnd
Tatnk- Rai)t'ta.tS.. ffi.enl:en"a a{- tha lSel}.laniJg aoL| Llw pzapea}-g" itt'1936
La lliz. Leo R. RL7.W.

Tile o.aLgitLaL Louze included 25 Queen St'zeeL, arLd iA a {ine ex-
amp.la. ai the ecle.ot.Lc tt?iclluze4que" attg.Le of, azchLLec,t-uze, whiclt in-
cl-uded rizarlt* e,Lenen't t and. waa mad-e po|"ul4L Li*augh a.aclui-Lecta' p,eL'Le'zrL

l:aak s aualls.bLe .Lrt Ca.na.da l;y. .tlve l8/rA,a"
The 3t-aU-a.rwLe. ToweL La ouez .LLe eniuance, bul 'iz: off-'cervLae La

tlrc plan a{" t}ze wiloLe. J,tu'U-d)ng. The JLal)anaLe ia al-to enpJtaalVed in
tile zautd-head.e,d w.indawa on thnze a.Ldea o{ rhe Laut*4 t}te ,t-ound-fteaded"
enLLa.nee and weaL alde doaattsat|ta and itte aca-oU4d b,zn.c!<.et-a Lo *Jte ecuet
all a,Lourud.

Ttte onLg.inaL l2*itane w.itzdowa haue .{lal a,Lcitea of- };tz,LcL and weh.e
o,vLgist^c.t-Lt1 altwtAe4e,J. Tlte anial- witr-dau aUeL t'\e ervt-A-a.rLce utct a" lz"LeA-
chanqe. Tiye !-zor>L and wzaL ai-C.e ue4andatu wea.e ittaLa.lled pzo)td;Lp in
tlte i890'a, wi.Lb tJae uezondah poat-t a.nd f-LeL'Led banck-e.*,a o{. *lw laLe
UicLailnn f-aahion. {l}:au'L 7890 a paa-Lico waa eLee.Led ouet ,the f.,tor>t
ent-4ance, wi,th CLaa,sicaL deLaila includ,ang a )ot-agk-eLed pp.Ciment, and
a hcnddome doaLea.ae wifttt, aide p))aa.Le,za and a aaund azc|rcd {.anLLglv{ a.t-

zed aLained glaaa.
Tbe hatLae ual d,Luided futla .Lao d*tdlittg.t in 7 907 , aftd a itso-

aLozelt bn-Lck wirlq added i.a .tlae LeilL of. tlta weal l.tLocl,, nou; 27 Qtteen
SLzeeL. 1n-tenian clwngea aeLe made aL tlt'iz time and Au*4eluentLv.

flas blneP--wLde o*LginaL l"aL cortLained ah+ubbe.zy and t-,Leea
p)scecl Lo enLaruce .tJte " pix,Luze4qtre" e{{"ec-L, a p'Lca:-eoL aLi'{L deLlgh*-
.f-uL Ladag.
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Bell-Eiggs House

21 Queen St.

John 8e11, solicitor for the Grand, Trwrk ll.ailway, which was

completed. through Belleville in 1856, built this home around

1815. According to an article j"n the Belleville Sun, Mr. Be11

was the lead.ing railway counsel for America. Hi.s office was

at the corner of Bri,dge and Pinnacle Street. The d.esign of the

house might have been taken directly from Andrew Jackson

novrningrs "Designs, for Cottage Resideneesfi of 1852. Outwardly

the appearanee is unchanged. This is one of Belleville'e finest

example5of the popular fuscan Villa with the off centre ftalianate
tower. The ftiggs family, who llved" in the home in the early

1!J0ts, became well knolrn in Belleville as early as 1BB1 when

lnf .B, Riggs came fron the U.S, to lead the Od.dfellowrs Bancl.

He opened a music stone on Front Street about 1888, selling
pianos throughout the area, then r*aking a big svritch in 1914

to se1lin6g Ford automoblles. Ilir. Bel)- huilt the double house

across the street for two of his child.ren. His son, R,J.3e11,

Notary ?ublic, lived in the corner half. H1s d.aughter, Mathilda

Jane, wife of Andrew Thompson, mana&er of the Merchants Bank,

lived at 32 Queen Street. Ihis is an interesting example of

a d.ouble house built abnost 100 years agor

l
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fnu lbe-\\e.,ri f\e. S,r-r'--
Ma-1 3 t, I&q 5.

i
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Tak rn B-t( hner'rrt e-d

' Jrilrn L*ll, e.C.

tl<,. 
". 1,6i riurrrLut ,rrl,,llrl; ],,.r t.it ir.,.rrs a

\r'lr o-{o I ccol.(l ulte Irfl" Jrrtttl l tiiriol: tu LrU

Ior
tlre

Ha\ e--. fV\a--e r e'-

d'a^1!^Ie' o(

S h. J;-4 1v\

a3u 4-/' %*1
d-attgk+et-' '^d
&[^^ b*tt cL'eJ in L4o 5

-T..r-r"'b u l\
SL^ Ti.*"'b-t\

\ g7q d.t

l/\^J seueL,
&'^e Sor-.,

oliir'e> ol tlru lji,rrli of .\lo'1r-
tlr:al urir'l L)ri: Jter.clrirtrtst
Ilalrk cif Ltrrrii,.ii,, lrrd llso
a Inclnlr!t. t,l tl," l.ictr,,lrer.s
of rlrc J.an. Se,cittJ.. ]Ie
\\'lr: l;ot'Il itr ,Str.aLrrrr0,
tJt,\'.r'orie, Ir.rlatr,l, _,tl:9:,]
bg|r:rtll] -t.\\'u J.Clrl..j iiljo,
\\tLerr ir vel.-\. .\'oulrg lail l)t:
carne ri'itlr Lis 1,r.r.errrs to
Nen' Yolk, arril ei.errtuallr.
settled irr Car,rdr. .I'r.c,ru
au ealll' uge Le gar.e gleitr
plotrrise as a stuJent, ar,d

retr"cL sootr r e.cive.r ,"""*"f i[;;ii li]: lr,,^,i;:t"titl.l:,Jol rr,liit:)r lre slrou,erl rlre jr.eorest aprr.lutle. I{e LeganIis lurv sluriies in Ii*n,;rivi1l", ,.,*o. p"r.ilr, niro",,r,ur.,i"srudyirrg iu Tor.orrro rvith tlie ;rreselt Cirief Justic:eHaggarty of the Cour.t oi Appeal, ulso s.ith l{ou.Geor.ge
Ct'arvfcrr.d, latc Lieur.-Gover.rror of Ortario. Aflel.gnrtiuatilg iri larv }e canie to Belleville alel for.rrred a
lrr.tler'slrilr *'ith trre rnte rro', Jolr'Ross, aliir .bout
,t)tat - 

tirle rvas al4roirrted solicitor fol tlrc Gr.ritrtll''r'u'k rlrril*'^,1', o'rr'rra{ w*s t}ren trre Gr.arrrl
J.'rurrk, for.tlre sJ'stelt] \\.ss ver), rnnclr irr ils iri_
fatr,'1' 

_:tt - 
tllat l)Lrr.ic,r,t. 

- }.r.or' thlt tlu^r. ro riris IIt...lolrn lJel] Las r-ir.rriall.t. lrur,lr tlre guiciirig lrarr(l
of riJl tlre Gllrrrtl lttr.r.rlli co),I,olirl.ior,rs 1,,*,,1 L.rr.jr,t:ss,
arirl uoL onll'lras lre sucressfr.rlly col,stl .*.ji.l, tl,r ro,,,-
;,r,1''s i',li'irlrral l-rusiriess, Lut Ire rr*s fr.irr::et-r arrtr' assisLeil iL tLe enrrcrrlerit of learly all oI U:rtrari a,sruilrvuy larvs. Ior. year.s ]re l_rss lro"r, ,.*.og,, izetl as
tLe lt adirrg r.ailu,aJ, courrsel in ,!rnelica, altl, il f;Lcrt. it
lras l;eerr clairned tLat feu. in Errglarrd, tlre olr.,ile of lail_' \r'u1-5 llrtl r.ai)u'ay lau's, clLrr equll hiru ,irr lli!r,,.a1. Iegalelu.litiol. Al irrcirlerrt cJccurl.cd, u,lriclr tvc]l l.,.uls JuL
tlris :rsser.tiorr, rvhile irr Iinglriritl orl oric of Lis tt.ips il

*tLc ilrrerests of tlre l.ai'lrra-1,, u,lrcrr a suplrrrsed }1.1ro-
t)ret ic*t li n'lLl.J- ])r'oLler rr i rr'ol'i r r g 

"orn* 
.r,a,.1, r, i.t 1roirrtsirr r'rrilrr.ay larv rtrrd sut:tle r.cu>or,;r,g, rvassirrtr*itrJ

to Lirt fot' Lis o.1iirrit,rr, rvitlr rvlriclr ser,er.al distir;grrisl-
trl I.Jrrglislr coulrsrl tliricr...,l, lrorvevcl , IL suLse_
q lc;,i]\'I)r'oved rll,t llru ,\uIrt)o)e(l L1-ltotlreiice,! rlues_
l io)l \\'^s n l t.hl orrc r.rrrl ii u.as decideJ 1.i1, r, L.r,cir ofljliti:h jrrrlges itr accor.ilarrce rvitli the oi,ir!;u)) ex-
l,r'essc(l lnorrt)rs Lrfol.e L5. tlte color,iti ):rl.5,er.
Scrirccl;, rr LeLter extrrrrlrle of IIr. Bell's acli:Delt s.nc]
tlrorurrgL k lron'lt,d ge crf r.ail n,iry I t rv corr I rl lie cor, ceived
tLarr tlris. fYLat rvorrdel tLa.r. a rrritrt n.lro r:ould tlrus
disriuguisll lriruself is admit,ted to stalrd jrr rle front
larrk of tle bar oI lot oujv r[is courrt.rl. but -{tnerjcn
as well. lJr. Bell lrus r roiliiat,l, r.ccrr.rl, )r&r.il)g lreeu
a rrriijor in tLe Ilororrto Gratrri Tlurrl; -{r.rilter1,:}ri_
garle rrrtl \\'ent to i.)re fr.orrt st tlrc tirue ol tlre farnous
lii:rrir,rr r.aid. I{e still r.eitirrs his r.r,nk. A}r)roug;lr
lf r'. Ilcll .is esserrtiall.t' n 1;ul;l.ic rnrur, r.ct Le loves Jris
]rorne arrd errjoys rrothilg uror.e tlr:rn tLe cblrrt)atrion_
s}ii1'ofliisfaurilyrrroutriilrisorr'tr1iresi.ie.I[ejs
a tlerlbel of St. Arr,lrerv's clrurch, r'lr *-Licli lie js
krrorvrr lrs oue of its rnost lil,er.al sul)Irol,ter.s. lrr a i

rvord hs is a uarr of x'Lorl Cutrada is ;rr.oud, t.)rose
berviccs ]rave bcerr of irrestirrrble t.alue to tl,e Jurrtl ]rc
liycs il, e.trtl tlie collrljhl)J: ]re Lrrs for.so urllr\. \.curs
.e;r'eserrtcd, Luirrg u'lr),rtl a 1,1'i', ge,!al Lic'!iu!rlitlr r

irt cotrt'elsutiorr, alrtl c,rrc tvlo tret'er ajyiscs usrless l
!itiguriorr, I-,l.aldl.rir;g ru sutrle a cusE u.]rer, tLe l,r..irrci- (

ple is trof srrt:r'ilict:tl. 
@

l

,]

l

)

)

a

l
t

l

I

t

a

(

(

ANAI-iA
irt trt, of


