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Centennial 
Plaque Unveiled

Past Reeves of Tweed who unveiled the Centennail Plaque: L to  R - John Clemens, Guy Hughes, Doug 
Spencer, Art McCarey and Barbara Allen. Phot by Joanne Courneyea, Tweed News.

Annual
Meeting

Tuesday Jan . 2 1
Quinte Living 

Centre Auditorium
3 7 0  Front St., Belleville

7:00 p.m. - Coffee 
7:30 p.m. -  Brief 
reports of 1991 

activities.
Guest Speaker

Rev. Maurice M cLeod 
Bridge St. United 

Church
You are invited to bring a 

family heirloom to be identified 
and/or to describe for the audi
ence its historical significance 

A warch! A Diary!! A Dish! A 
piece of Jewellery! etc. etc.

A Pie Social follow s  
th e  p resen tatio n

Visitors, M em bers and  
N e w  M em bers welcome.

Advance Notice
FEBRUARY MEETING

Heritage Day 
M onday, Feb. 17, 1 9 9 2

Quinte Uving Centre 
3 7 0  Front St., Belleville

7 :3 0  p .m . C offee 
8 :0 0  p .m . Program m e 

SPEAKER
Beth Hanna -  Immediate Past 
President - Ontario Historical 
Society, Curator o f Historic 
Gibson House, Yonge St., 

North York.
Topic -  W ho are the keepers 

of heritage today?
A ll Welcome

The N ov em ber 2 3  
unveiling of a Centen
nial Plaque, present

ed by the Ontario Heritage 
Foundation, was one of the 
co n clu d in g  h igh ligh ts o f 
Tweed’s Centennial Year pro
gram. The event was spon
sored by the Tweed and Area 
Historical Society, assisted 
by a number of local organi
zations and individuals. The 
plaque, which was placed in 
Victoria Park in downtown 
Tweed, gives a brief history 
o f the founding of Tw eed, 
and refers to Canada’s first 
all-woman council that gov
erned Tweed in 1967, Cana
da’s Centennial Year.

The plaque was unveiled

by the surviving past reeves 
of Tweed - Art McCarey, Doug 
Spencer, Guy Hughes, Bar
bara Allen and John Clemens. 
Mr. McCarey recently ce le
brated his 91 st birthday. The 
plaque was dedicated by Rev. 
Morley Hawley.

A highlight of the program 
was the presence of all the 
m em bers of the all-woman 
council - Barbara Allen, reeve, 
and council members Amelia 
Bosley, Dora Courneyea, Chris 
Sinclair and Jeanette W hit- 
filed.

Evan Morton, Heritage Cen
tre curator was Master of Cer
emonies. Prof. Robert Both- 
well, a director of the Ontario 
H eritage Foundation, p re

sented the plaque Clyde Bell 
was project coordinator. Rep
resentatives from the local 
township councils brought 
greetings from their munic
ipalities.

Bill V ankoughnet M P 
brought greetings from the 
Federal G overnm ent, and 
read a letter of congratula
tions from  the Hon. M ary 
Collins, Minister responsible 
for the Status o f W om en in 
Canada.

The Hon. Elmer Buchan- 
nan MPP and Minister of Agri
culture and Food, brought 
greetings from the Province 
of Ontario.
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Now You See It, 
Now You Don’t
By Beth Green

Watson-Leeming cobblestone farmhouse

few years ago the 
City of Belleville 
extended its east

ern boundaries into Thuriow 
Township. Within the newly 
acquired land was the par
cel later sold to Sears Cana
da for its new Catalogue Dis
tribution Centre. On that prop
erty stood the Watson -Leerrv 
ing farmhouse. Built in 1852, 
it was of cobble stone con
struction, rare in the province, 
one of a few in this area, and 
the only one within the bound
aries of Belleville.

H eritage B ellev ille  had 
attempted to have the prop
erty designated for its archi
tectural and historic values. 
The C om pany w ould not 
agree (contrary to the report 
in the April “Outlook’) but 
assured Heritage Belleville - 
and the citizens of Belleville 
in two statements to The Intel
ligencer -  that it intended to 
save the farm house for its 
recognized historic value and 
would incorporate it into a 
proposed day-care centre for 
employees.

In a surprise m ove in late 
November, with no consul
tation or warning, Sears lev
elled the house. The region
al General Manager Mr. Scott 
Marshall, has stated that it 
was a decision taken by Sears’ 
Head Office in Toronto. Now 
Mr. Ross Rigney, Sears Com
pany spokesm an, says that 
the company never had any 
firm co m m ittm en t for the 
house or the day-care cen
tre.

The farmhouse had stood 
there since 1852, built with 
the loving care dem anded 
by cobblestone construction. 
A pile of cobblestones dis
played in the company office 
foyer will not replace it. This 
is a severe disappointment 
to  all local historic building 
preservationists, including 
The Hastings County Histor
ical Society. It was foe Soci
ety’s Building Research Com
mittee Chair Lois Foster who 
did extensive research nec
essary to establish foe build
ing date and architectural his
tory of the house.

The Intelligencer editorial 
of December 12th made sev
eral good points about the 
misleading statements made 
earlier by Sears regarding foe 
building and their intentions. 
The editorial sum m ed it up 
in their concluding sentence, 
“W e expected  m ore from a 
good corporate neighbour.” 
Amen to that. When a build
ing is gone, it is gone forev
er. So is an important piece 
of our pioneer history.

Digging Up 
Your Roots

The last general m eeting 
on N ovem ber 19th  has as 
speaker Mrs. Ann Rowe, well 
known area genealogist Mrs. 
Row e sp o k e  on  “G e ttin g  
Started in G enealogy”, and 
showed in a lively and inter
esting m anner the various 
approaches useful in finding 
out m ore about our ances
tors. She listed sources such 
as fam ily p ictu res , fam ily 
Bible, wills, d eed s to  prop
erty, census lists, baptismal 
and m arriage certificates, 
local h is to r ie s  and lo cal 
records held by church reg
istries and public libraries. 
She passed on to her appre
ciative audience cop ies of 
charts to enable one to g e t 
started on a family tree.

And the 
Winner Is!

In the recent Municipal Elec
tion held November 14,1991, 
the Historical Society had two 
winners:

Jack Arthur, Society Pres
ident, won election as Reeve 
of Sidney Township, a post 
he held a few years ago.

Gerald Boyce, H.C.H.S. 
past president and known 
throughout the county as his-
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H am  looking for in fo rm a l 
! tion co n ce rn in g  sin g le  j J w om en missionaries w ho J j went to foe foreign mission J J fields during th e  period | J 1 8 8 0  - 1 9 1 4 . I am  inter- J J ested in letters, memoirs, J J and stories published in J 
I mission journals, as well a s ' 
I any type of contemporary I 
I fiction from  th at period  I 
I which induded women mis-1 
I sionaries as charaders/hero- •
I ines. *
II can be contacted:
I  c / o  The History Department I 

I Queens University 
I Kingston, Ont. K7L 3N6 I 
lo r (613) 5 4 7 -0326  I
I Thank You 
I Lorraine Coops 
I____________ 1 __________I

torian and author, in his first 
run at cm elected  position, 
cam e second highest in foe 
polls for e lection  as a City 
Councillor. A lderm an Kay 
Manderville, chair for the past 
th re e  y ears  o f H eritage 
Belleville, led foe polls.

It seems that heritage does 
matter to foe general public 
S e e  Gerry Boyce’s “County 
News” in this issue for more 
heritage supporters who were 
elected to various municipal 
offices.

H.C.H.S. 
Mentioned on 
“Fresh A ir”

Early bird listeners to foe 
CBC program “Fresh Air” on 
Saturday, December 21, may 
have heard foe interview by 
host Bill McNeill, with Shel
don and Judith Godfrey. They 
are the authors of foe book 
“Burn This G ossip”, w hich 
details foe life and activities 
of George Benjamin, founder 
o f the Intelligencer, and a 
prime player on foe stage of 
Belleville’s life and politics in 
foe 19fo Century. They praised 
the wonderful book launch 
given  by the H.C.H.S. last 
May.
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The Stilling Historical Soci
ety continues to be innova
tive. It m ust be one of the 
few  historical so cie ties  to  
sponsor a Santa Qaus Parade. 
December’s parade, the fourth 
it’s sponsored, attracted good 
weather, 4 6  entries, and hun
dreds of viewers. Vice- Pres
ident Lewis Zandbergen got 
to ride on Santa/E float find 
The Community Press photo 
show ed that Lewis’ beard 
w as as attractive (and cer
tainly m ore genuine) than 
Santa’s. Earlier that year, tine 
Society sponsored a major 
Halloween event.

Ken Nunn, president of the 
Stirling Historical Society, was 
one of several active m em 
bers in local historical soci
eties to be elected to public 
office in November. He was 
elected to Stirling Council. In 
addition to Ken (and the two 
noted earlier in Outlook by 
Beth Green), congratulations 
are in order for Evan Morton, 
who spearheaded the Tweed 
Centennial celebrations in 
1991, elected as councillor 
in Tweed; Dr. Allan Leal, an 
ex ecu tiv e  m em ber o f th e  
Tweed and Area Historical 
Society, elected as reeve of 
Tweed; Andre Philpot, his
torian and author of a book 
on the history of the Marmo
ra Iron Works, acclaimed as 
reeve o f Marmora Village, 
and Earl Hewison, curator of 
the RCAF M useum  at CFB 
Trenton, continuing as reeve 
in Frankford. (Are there oth
ers? Please let us know!)

The Memory of John Weir 
Foote, Madoc native and Vic
toria Cross winner, was hon
oured in November when a 
prcvinaal commerative plaque 
was dedicated at Centre Hast
ings Seco n d ary  Sch o o l. 
Aureen Richardson co-ordi
nated the cerem ony, mak
ing the successful com ple
tion o f a plaquing request 
b eg u n  by stu d ents at the 
school 2 2  years ago.

The M arm ora Historical 
Foundation has produced a 
calendar for 1992 describing 
“the days of yore in the vil
lag e”. Copies are available 
from  A ndre Philpot’s law  
office in Marmora and pro
ceeds go to the Foundation’s 
community projects.

Sympathy is extended to the 
family of the late Audrey Lor
raine (Richardson) Kirk, U.E.,

o f R.R. 3 , Frankford. She was 
one of Canada’s outstanding 
genealogists and served with 
distinction during 2 5  years 
of service with United Empire 
Loyalists’ Assodation of Cana
da.

The Hastings County Muse
um celebrated  the conclu
sion to a successful year with 
several spedal activities, induct
ing outdoor carolling, a wreath 
workshop, and an “at Home”. 
School tours were completely 
booked and public attendance 
was even better than curator 
Rona Rustige had anticipat
ed.

Reptiles and Amphibians
will be features in two Royal 
Ontario M useum exhibits at 
the Hastings County M use
um from mid-February to the 
end of March. Exhibits deal

with the northern adaptation 
o f these species (how they 
su rv iv e th e  w inters) and 
Ontario’s amphibians. Watch 
for details in the press.

Trenton Street Names...Ed
Gareau, who writes a column 
for The Trentonian, on behalf 
o f th e  Trent Port Historical 
Society, has identified the ori
gin o f m ost Trenton stree t 
nam es. However, h e’s still 
looking for the so u rces o f 
these names (Streets, unless 
o th erw ise  n o ted ): Adrian 
Court, Alfred Court, Anna 
Court, Barbara, Cam pbell, 
Creelm an Avenue, Devere 
Gardens, Ferdinand, Freder
ick, Herman, Hollen, Isobel, 
Jason, Leonard, Leopold, louis, 
McColl, McNichol, Morgan, 
M itch ell A v en u e, M inola 
Avenue, Mill, Metcalfe, Murid, 
Nicholas, Peter, Radeski, Ram
say , Robert Drive, S e n e ca  
Road, Sillers Avenue, Stew 
art, Store, Terrance, Wall, war
ren Road, and William. If you 
can hdp, contact him c/o The 
Trentonian, P.O. Box 13 0 , 
Trenton K8V 5R3.

Continued on Page 4

"Looking at Your Family Chart" was the title of this item in the N ovem ber 1991 edition of 
Newsieaf, the publication of the Ontario Genealogical Society.

'LOOKING AT YOUR FAMILY CHART'

way to 'picture' your 
2,046 of 'em , if you can get 

this

Here's a graphic way to p 
ancestors - all 2,046 of em, if  ̂
back 10 generations. And of course, 
chart doesn't include all the children of each

grandparei 
tial tally of

iarent, so this rendering is only a par
ly of your kinfolk. Now then, is any

one worried about running out of ancestors 
to track down?

2 PARENTS 
4 GRANDPARENTS 

8 GREAT GRANDPARENTS 
16 GREAT GREAT GRANDPARENTS 

32 GREAT GREAT GREAT GRANDPARENTS 
64 GREAT GREAT GREAT GREAT GRANDPARENTS 

128 GREAT GREAT GREAT GREAT GREAT GRANDPARENTS 
256 GREAT GREAT GREAT GREAT GREAT GREAT GRANDPARENTS 

512 GREAT GREAT GREAT GREAT GREAT GREAT GREAT GRANDPARENTS 
1024 GREAT GREAT GREAT GREAT GREAT GREAT GREAT GREAT GRANDPARENTS

GAS LITES 14:4 page 101 via Diable Descendants Newsletter, Vol 6 :3 / via 
Fr. Manasota GS, Oct 1990.

January 1992 Outlook - The Hastings County Historical Society 3



Author captures history of 
city’s founding father
By H enry Bury -  The In te llig en ce r

Connie Brum m el Crook 
believes students need to 
know more about past Cana
dian heroes and heroines.

Students should also enjoy 
reading action stories with 
contemporary them es - like 
growing up, changing and 
making choices.

The Peterborough author, 
\Mto grew up in Massassagua, 
has combined both those ele
ments in her first novel enti
tled “Flight”.

And Crook has chosen John 
Walden Meyers - one of the 
key founders of belleville - as 
her first hero.

Her book is now  on the 
book shelves. Locally it’s at 
Greenley’s Book Store.

M ost of the novel is told 
through the eyes of George 
and Mary, two erf the six Mey
ers’ children.

Six chapters centre around 
their father’s adventures as 
a spy for the British during 
the American Revolutionary 
W ar in the late 17 0 0 s ; his 
exploits are based on histor
ical research.

The childrens’ adventures 
are partly fiction but the bad<- 
ground is true and took a 
great deal o f research. It is a fast paced action story based 

on true events shaping Cana
da’s history. And the beau
ty is that it’s on the founding 
family of Belleville.

The novel has many char
acteristics of suspense fiction, 
including cliffhangers at the 
end of each chapter.

Though the setting is past, 
the them es are contem po
rary as fee lin g s h ave not 
changed significantly over 
the years. Basically this is a 
novel about growing up and 
changing and malting choic
es -  a current them e.

Continued from page 3

Titterson Family Informa
tion w anted, especially on 
Ida Victoria Titterson, born in 
Cannifton in 1869. Write Ber
n ice  G arn ess , 4 3  M yrtle 
Avenue, St. Catharines, Ont. 
L2M  5W 2.

The W allbridge Family is
being researched by M au
reen Wallbridge M organ of 
England, w ho seeks infor
m ation on  any local W all- 
bridges researching the fam
ily, especially Henry. Contact 
her at The Green, Old School 
Lane, Hampton on the Hill, 
W arwick CV35, 8 Q s, Eng
land.

B B IB & E W A TE R  S T O B E !
WHOLESALE A RETAIL.

■A. O e n e r a l  A s s o r t m e n t  o f

DRY GOODS!
G R O C E R I E S ,

m m M A m m m
IR O N , S T E E L , N AILS,

SHELF AND HEAVY HARDWARE,
SLASS, F in n , ELS, SILT, lUXSStiBCS,

PO TA SH  K E T T LE S  1
C O O L E R S , P L O W S , S T O V E S .

SOLE AKB UPPER LEATRKR.
BOOTS AND SHOES, i t ,  Ac.

Potash, Wheat, Rye, Oats, Peas,
POKE. Ac., ire., Ac.,

B I L L - A .  F L I X T .

D irectory o f the C ounty o f Hastings, 
1860- 61 .

Desiqn Perfect Communications
121 Dundas St. E. Studio 204. Belleville, Ont. H80IC3

[613] 969®000l
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