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A Tribute to  
Mr. Gerald (Gerry) Boyce 

Our Founder, Leader and 
Inspiration for 60 Years 

 

On October 5, 2022, the Historical Society and, 
indeed, our whole community lost an amazing 
person with the death of Gerry Boyce. Few in our 
community have ever contributed as much or 
achieved as much in as many fields as did Gerry 
Boyce. He was a truly remarkable person who left 
a deep impression on those who had the privilege 
of working with him and a long-term legacy to his 
community.  
 
To all who knew Gerry, it was clear that he simply 

loved history and possibly even more, he loved 
his community. Through his whole life he freely 
gave his energies and talents to our community. 
 
Even in his 20s, with a small group of concerned 
citizens, who recognized that our heritage would 
be lost if it was not preserved, they took action 
and founded the Hastings County Historical 
Society at a meeting held in the City Council 
Chambers in 1957. When the question arose 
where were they going to keep the historical 
documents that were being assembled—Gerry 
stepped forward—at my house! 
 
From that time, his cheerful and enthusiastic 
leadership, his management skills and endless 
determination brought success after success.  His 
first major success was obtaining the County 

Gerry with the collections of local 
newspapers at the Heritage Centre 2010 

Gerry in front of the Cannifton Heritage Centre 2006 
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Registry Office as our first museum. In 1971 the 
Registry Office was demolished and the collection 
moved to Glanmore Museum. As the collection of 
priceless documents and photos grew rapidly, it 
found a new home in the Canadiana Room at the 
Public Library. Ultimately, with a devoted team of 
volunteers, Gerry established the Heritage 
Centre at Cannifton. This location was shared 
with mice, voles, bats and assorted insects—all 
mortal enemies of historical documents. For so 
many years, the teams of volunteers, which Gerry 
lovingly referred to as his “Archive Angels,” 
gathered to research, catalogue and preserve the 
growing collection of priceless documents under 
his guidance.  
 
As the collection outgrew the Cannifton location, 
the next natural step, when the Society’s wealth 
of documents and photos were numbered in the 
tens of thousands, was the creation of the 
Community Archives of Belleville and Hastings 
County. With Gerry’s leadership in assembling 
the archival material and the fundraising 
leadership of Orland French, the Society formed a 
partnership with the City of Belleville and the 
County of Hastings in developing this crowning 
achievement of almost 60 years of hard work. As 
you step through the doors of the Archives today, 
you are entering the Gerry Boyce Reading Room. 
 
But assembling historical material was just the 
first step for Gerry. Now to get it out to the 
public—let’s write the stories and publish them in 
books. Historic Hastings in 1967, 8000 copies, and 

it will be the definitive history of our county 
forever. Belleville: A Popular History, with over 80 
colourful stories from our great past. And many 
others! But something few people know—Gerry 
refused payment for his writing. He considered it 
his personal contribution to his community.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

But it did not stop there. Gerry wrote over 200 
articles for the Intelligencer newspaper and made 
more than 400 presentations to service clubs and 
groups on local history. Could one person do any 
more? Gerry served six years on City Council 
working on 20 committees. And for thousands of 
students in our community, over 32 years, he was  

The volunteer team of Archive Angels on 
the steps of the Cannifton Heritage 
Centre 2006 

Gerry at the 2018 Mayor's New Years Levee proudly 
wearing his Belleville Senators sweater. 
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Mr. Boyce, high school teacher, department head 
and vice-principal. Gerry received many awards 
during his long life, but the one he cherished most 
was the Mr. History Award he received from his be-
loved Historical Society on its 50th anniversary. 
From the length and breadth of Hastings County, he 

 

It’s Membership Time! 
 
Our membership year runs from January to December. If you have not yet renewed your annual 
membership for 2023, now is the time. If you have a LIFE membership – no worries! Your Outlook 
will keep coming.   
 
You can renew by filling in a membership form at the next Public Presentation at Maranatha on 
November 15, and handing it in at the Membership table along with a cheque or cash for your pay-
ment. Alternatively, you can go to our Hastings County Historical Society website  
 

https://hastingshistory.ca/   
 

and click on MEMBERSHIP, to get to the Membership Application Form page. Then “Click Here 
for a Printer-Friendly Application Form”. The membership form offers several options for pay-
ment, including instructions for e-transfer. Or, if you prefer, you can fill in the online form at the 
bottom of the Membership Application page and use your credit card to pay with PayPal. 
 
And while you are thinking about memberships, remember that the Holiday season is fast ap-
proaching. How about giving a history-loving friend or relative the gift of a membership in the 
Hastings County Historical Society? Membership brings benefits to both the member and the So-
ciety - mainly, it shows support for the Community work of the Historical Society and makes the 
member part of the development and promotion of local history. And, very importantly, members 
receive our monthly newsletter, Outlook, with 8 pages of historical stories, news and coming 
events. Through membership you are part of the team.  
 
Thank you for your support for local history.   

was celebrated as Mr. History. While we grieve the 
loss of our dear friend, we are comforted by the 
fact that his legacy, in his writings and in the mas-
sive collection of historical documents in the Ar-
chives, will live on for generations to come.  
.  

 

A New Look 
Your Historical Society is rebranding with a new logo 

and rebuilding our website. There’s still work to be done, 

but we thought we’d give you an early look at the new 

logo and masthead for Outlook. The new website will 

launch in a few months. But in the meantime, thank you 

for your continued support! 

https://hastingshistory.ca/
https://hastingshistory.ca/photos/custom/HCHS_revised_membership_form_2022-FINAL.doc
https://hastingshistory.ca/photos/custom/HCHS_revised_membership_form_2022-FINAL.doc
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A Poet's View of Belleville in 1915 
 

The Community Archives is home to countless amazing stories waiting to be discovered. A while ago 
the Archives was presented with copies of a series of handwritten poems by Belleville resident William 
James Savage composed in the early 1900s. Subsequently, his great-grandson, Robert Presland, came 
from Ottawa to see these writings and was so moved by what he found that he resolved to assemble 
and publish them. This was done and recently the Archives was presented with a copy of William James 
Savage, Walk with Me: From 1890 to World War Poetry and Prose. What is remarkable is that Mr. Savage 
left school at age 10 to enter the work force in England. Among his poems about his chosen home of 
Belleville is the following which he entitled, “Our Old Belleville Town,” written in 1915: 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You may talk about Toronto, you may speak of Montreal 
You may read of New York City with its buildings grand and tall 
But give me our good old Belleville town. 
Though some may travel far and wide, prosperity to seek 
While some to other lands for pleasure roam 
I am happy and content for some pleasant times I've spent 
In old Belleville since I claimed it as my home. 
I love to stand when springtime comes and watch the ice that floats 
Along the old Moira to the Bay 
'Tis nice to hear the robin new arrived, pour out its notes 
From the budding maple tree not far away. 
I like to hear the laughter of the children as they play 
Released again from winter dull and dreary 
And to hear the crows that caw as above my head they soar 
'Tis like the sound of music in my ears. 
 
And when the leaves again adorn the stately maple trees 
That line our Belleville streets on either side 
I love to walk beneath their shade and feel the cooling breeze 
And look upon their loveliness with pride 
And in our little island park I love to sit awhile 
When the labour of the busy day is o'er 
And hear the Belleville band pour its music sweet and grand 
Along the good old Bay of Quinte shore. 
I love to walk at day break in the fall when all is still 
Just as the sun is rising bright and clear 
When smoke from homes of working men who live round College Hill 
Will issue from the chimneys here and there 
The tethered cow upon the grass content and peaceful lie 
Beneath the apple tree of lovely hue 
And the odour fills the air of the cedars standing there 
And the morning sunlight sparkles in the dew. 
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Tis nice to walk down Front Street on a wintry market day 
And watch the farmers come from far and near 
Their faithful horses steaming as they draw the heavy sleigh 
And the merry ring of sleigh bells fills the air 
It does me good to see the happy children slide and skate 
And ride down icy hills upon their sleighs 
And I know in years to come they will say their Belleville home 
Was the place they spent their best and brightest days. 
 
No matter whether in the bright and hopeful days of springtime 
Or on a hot and sultry summer's day 
Or in the days when nature's hand the golden harvest bring 
Or when the ice and snow around us lay 
Old Belleville is as good a place as any you will find 
And to those who doubt my word, I'd like to say 
Let others roam who will, I will rest contented still 
In my Belleville home beside the Quinte Bay. 

On October 22, a plaque unveiling ceremony was held at Albert College to present the historical 

plaque honouring John Macoun, Chair of Natural Science at Albert College, Dominion Botanist 

and  Explorer of the West. See story in the October 2022 issue of Outlook on page 7.  

Photo from left, Richard Hughes, President, HCHS, Belleville 

Mayor Mitch Panciuk, Albert College Head of School, Mark 

Musca, Mrs. Elizabeth Churcher, Quinte Field Naturalists (QFN), 

Hastings County Warden Rick Phillips. 

Macoun Memorial Plaque Unveiling,  
October 22, 2022, Albert College 

        Elizabeth Churcher represented QFN.  
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shipped out to Surrey, England.  

His battalion participated in the battle of Vimy 
Ridge in April 1917, but by August of that year he 
was again discovered by the authorities, returned 
to Halifax, and discharged as underage in October 
1917.  

As you might expect, this setback did not deter 
the determined young soldier as he traveled to 
Toronto and signed up with the 1st Depot 
Battalion in November 1917 and, following the 
devastating Halifax Explosion on December 6, 
1917, his unit travelled to the East Coast to aid in 
relief work. He was soon back aboard ship, bound 
for France, where he joined the Canadian 
Mounted Rifles in the final Hundred Day Battle, a 
series of battles in France and Belgium.  

The First World War ended on November 11, 
1918, and Thompson’s unit celebrated at Mons, 
Belgium before returning to Canada via England. 
Robert Thompson was demobilized on March 24, 
1919 – at the age of 17 years. He was awarded the 
British War Medal and the Canadian Victory 
Medal.   

It is not clear if Robert Thompson, at age 13, was 
the youngest to sign up, but with signing four 
attestations in different communities, he must 
rank as the most determined young volunteer. 

Robert Thompson is the uncle of Society member 

Doug Thompson, who submitted this story. 

 

Welcome to Belleville  
in the 1890s 

 

by Richard Hughes 
 

When you picked up your Daily Intelligencer in the 
mid-1890s you would learn, in minute detail, what 
was happening around town. Technology was 
charging ahead at breakneck speeds as we see 
from the announcement, “At Power’s Opera 
House – The Cinematoscope and Graphophone 
gave their exhibition before a good house on 
Saturday night. The management have decided to 
give one more exhibition tonight which will 

 

 October Public 
Presentation 

 

At the October 18 
Public Presentation 
at Maranatha, 
Professor Ted Glenn 
of Humber College 
launched his new 
book, A Very Canadian 
Coup: The Rise and 
Demise of Prime 
Minister, Mackenzie 
Bowell, 1894-1896. 

Belleville’s Mackenzie Bowell was toppled as 
P.M. by his own cabinet with all the political 
intrigues captured in this  new  book.      It  is  
available  at  the  Historical Society bookstore in 
the Community Archives, 2nd Floor, Public 
Library building. 

 
 
 

A Very Determined Young 
Soldier 

 

by Doug Thompson  
 

When the First World War broke out in 1914, 
many young men rushed to volunteer, and in the 
neighbourhood of 20,000 of them had not yet 
reached the minimum age of 18. One local boy, 
Robert Clarence Thompson, was particularly 
eager to serve although he had not even reached 
the age of 14 when he first signed up with the 
80th Battalion, Canadian Expeditionary Force, in 
November 1915. Within a month his father 
intervened and removed him from service. 

This might cool the ardour of some, but not Mr. 
Thompson as he travelled to Brockville one year 
later where he enlisted in the 50th Battalion, CEF. 
Once again, his deception was discovered and he 
was discharged. Undeterred, he waited only 
weeks before signing up with the 155th Battalion 
in Wellington and though still underage, it 
appeared that he had succeeded as he was 
transferred to the 4th Pioneer Battalion and 

Speaker Ted Glenn 
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Hastings County Historical Society has its offices in the Library/Archives 

building at 254 Pinnacle Street, Second Floor, Postal Code K8N 3B1.    
Outlook is published nine months of the year for members and friends of the 

Society. Submissions can be sent to:   

outlook.hastingshistory@gmail.com 

 

Note to Authors—By submitting material to be 
printed in the Outlook, the author confirms that he/
she holds both legal and moral rights to the material, 
and grants permission to the Hastings County 
Historical Society to use this material in print and/or 
electronically. The opinions expressed in articles 
submitted to the Outlook are those of the author and 
do not necessarily reflect the views of the Hastings 
County Historical Society, its Board or its members. 
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conclude the engagement. . . . These two 
machines are Edison’s latest improved picture 
and sound machines and anyone who has not 
seen them should go to Power’s Opera House 
tonight. Admission only 10c.” [Note: the 
cinematoscope was an early device for projecting 
moving images on a screen, invented in 1896 by 
Birt Acres.  The graphophone was an 
improvement on the phonograph (for sound) 
invented by Thomas Edison in 1877. The 
graphophone was invented at the Voltaphone 
Laboratories in Washington established by 
Alexander G. Bell.] 
 
What was occupying our police department? The 
newspaper reported, “Chief Newton is inspecting 
the bread being sold by grocers and bakers. 
Under the act a grocer is liable for selling a loaf 
under four pounds in weight to a fine. In his 
rounds yesterday the Chief found some loaves 
under weight, some full weight and in a few 
instances loaves above the required weight.”   
 
At that time both ice boating and skating on the 

Bay of Quinte were very popular. One resident 

tried both and had quite an experience. “On 

Christmas Day a young lady from near the G.T.R. 

depot went skating on the bay in company with 

some friends. She soon after fell in with other 

friends on an ice boat and being invited to take a 

ride she went to Trenton. There she became 

separated from her companions and started to 

skate home. When she reached the cemetery, 

she was overcome and had to sit down on the 

wharf. She crawled from thence to Mr. 

Robinson’s, the caretaker’s residence and lay 

moaning at the door when found. Mr. Robinson 

took the young lady home and she is still 

suffering from the effects of her over-exertion.” 

Thinking ahead to  

seasonal gift-giving?   

See our special book insert for some  

timely suggestions.  

 

tel:613-967-3304
mailto:president@hastingshistory.ca

